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GLOSSARY. 



A. 

ABDALLA Shah , king of the Durannies. — Abdalla, in Arabic, fignifies the fl*T© 

<"* of God, from Aid, a Have, and Alia, the name or attribute of God ; and Sbak 
implies king. 

Afghans are thole tribes of Mahommedans who inhabit the northern parts of India, 
called fometimes Pattans, and efteemed the beft foldiers in the country. 

Anna, the fixteenth part of a rupee. 

Ajfdmmks, dependents, or any perfons on whom a claim is made. 

JjLtocb, the name of a river that feparates the province of Lahore from Peifhor, the 
flream of which is moftly fo very rapid, that there is but one place where an army 
can conveniently pafs it. 

Aumeen, a Supra-vifor, or officer employed by the government to examine and re- 
gulate the ftate of the revenues of any diftrift. 

Aumtl, ? An officer of the revenues, inferior to both an Aumeen, and Ze- 

Aumildar, 5 mcendar. 

Aurungs, places where goods are manufaftured for die. 

B. 

Banyan, a Gentoo fervant, employed in the management of commercial affairs* 

Barjdut, an oppreffive cuftom of forcing the natives to buy goods beyond the market 
price. 

Bdtta, exchange, alfo diet money, allowed to the troops in the field. 

Bazar, or market, where all articles of life and luxury are daily fold. 

Begum, a princefs, a title given to every lady of rank. 

Be gab, a mcafure of land ; — fee note at the bottom of page 221 of the Appendix, for 
a particular explanation of this meafurement. 

Beetle-leaf, the name of an aromatic leaf, growing like a vine, which the natives of 
India of all ranks conftantly chew, with the nut called beetle-nut, and other in- 
gredients, between their meals. 

Beetle nut, the nut of a tall (lender tree, eat with the beetle-leaf. 

Bercundajs, a match-lock man. 

Board, in this publication always implies the governor and council at Fort William 
in Bengal. 

Buxy, or rather Bukfhy, a pay-mafter. 

* A a C. 



GLOSSARY. 

Callarry, a fait work, 

Cdp'ongoes, regiftcrs of the Subah or province appointed by the fovereign. 

Cawn, properly Khan, a' lord, a title given to every 'man of rank, . 

Chokies, watch-houfes ; alio places appointed in different parts of the country for col- 
letting the public cuftoms and duties upon all branches of foreign and inland 
trade, paffing through thofe diftridts, not included in duftuck privileges. 

Cbohydar, the officer of a guard. 

Ghent, a fourth part. Commonly ufed for the tribute of the fourth part of the re- 
venues which the Maharattas have endeavoured to impofe oi\ the Subah of 
Bengal. * * ..;'... 

Cboatarry, a Bengal corruption* of Cbouf. 

Cbdwdrabs, land-holders, in the next rank to Zemeen-dars. 

Cbuklab, the jurifdiftion of a Fouzdar, who receives the rents from the Zemeen-dars,. 
and accounts for them with the government. 

Cbundr-gur, a very ftrong fortrefs belonging to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, in the- 
. province of Oud, within about 7 cofs of Benares.. 

Cbundm, lime. 

Cm&r lands, havihg no native tenants, are land* cultivated by contraS*. 

Cofs lands, are lands under the immediate fuperintendence of government, for* want 
- of farmers. 

Cofs or Cofe, a meafure they commonly compute diftances by in India, and is about 
two geometrical miles, or 4000 yards. 

Cooler, a day-labourer. , 

Cowries, "(hells that pafs for money in Bengal, 80 cowries are* caHed' a pun, and fronr 
50 to 60 puns arc commonly the value of a rupee. 

Cujjore, an allowance upon the exchange of rupees, in contradiftindion to Batta. 

Cuubirry, a court of juftice; alfo the office into which the rents are delivered. 

Cutudll, an inferior officer of the police, whofe bufinefs is to try and decide petty 
mifdemeanors. 

D. ■ ■ • 

Dddney, money advanced for goods. 

Dundee, a waterman or rower. 

Dawks, ftationed letter-carriers, at flages of about io miles diftance, for the convey- 
ing of letters exprefs. 

Delcll or DaUdl, a broker.— See Pjkar. 

Dswdn, — for a defcription of both the original and prefent idea of this office, fee Ap* 
pendix, pag. 1369 paragraphs 13 and 14. 

Dcwan-conna, the Dewan's court or office*. 

Dewanny, fee Appendix, pag. 41. 

Denoltijt Purgiinnahs, whole or entire purgunnabs, which depend entirely on a fingle 
Zcmeen-dar. 

Dhte, the ancient limits , of any village or parifh ; thus Dbee Calcutta means only that 
part which was originally inhabited. 

D'oga, or Daroga, an overfeer or fuperintendent. 

Dufter-con-ta, the office for keeping the government's accounts. — In common ufage, any 
office. or compting-houfc. ■. ^ .. - , -, 

Durbar, the court of any gr-?at man. 

. *. j 0.7. . ■ " ■ ■ •• ^ a , 

Duftore, 
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Duftore, a cuftom or fee. 

Duftucky a paffport, or permit ; "but ufually implies the paffport given by the governor 
of Fort William, or the chiefs of the Englifh factories, for the goods of the com- 
pany or their fervants, which exempts them from the payment of duties* — See 
Chokies. 

. . • f. :..'• • • •. ' F ' ' 

Firmaun % litterally fignifies an order, but is ufed for a patent or grant from the empe- 
ror; — and, among the EngKfli, always means tne charter which the company 
obtained from the king Furrukhfeer, by which they hold their privileges. 

Ferd Huckeckut, a manifeft or memorial. 

Ferd Sawdly a petition. 

Fowzddr, the chief magiftrate of a large diftridt, Called a Chtiklah.— See Cbuklab. 

G. 

(9aut, a landing-place where cuftbms are ufually collefted. 

Gaut-barry* otKat+iarra, a tax levied upon boatsr at the Gauts, or Chokies. 

Gbuzi al din Kbtm. fignifies the illustrious champion of religion.— This great but wicked 

prince was the vizier who murdered the father of the prcfent emperor of Hindoo- 

itan,> in 1760. 
Gbety clarified butter. 

Gola b, a warehoufe, ufually conftrudtcd with mat or mud walls; and covered with 
A thatch, for keeping grain, fait, &<% 
Gomajiabj a black agent or faftor.— See Pykars. 
Gunge , a market principally for grain. 

Gunnies y coarfe canvafs, for bags, wrappers, &c. • 

Guzerbaun, an officer who colledts the cuftoms at the ferries* 

H. 

Hautj a market on ftated days. . 

Hazarry % a commander of gun-men, literally a commander of a thoufand. 

Higtra, or Hijra, the flight of Mahommed from Mecca to Medina, from which the 
Mahommedan aera commences, happened on the 16th July, A. D. 622. 

Hircdrra, a fpy. 

Hind oft an, India is known in the Eaft by the name of Hindoo- fl an > which fignifies 

' the country of the Hindoos or fwarthy people ; Hindoo being fwarthy or black, 
and Stan a country. The capital whdreof is Dehly, which, fince Shah Jehan re- 
moved the feat of empire thither from Agra, in the year 1647, is ufually known 
in the Eaft by the name of Shah Jehan-abad, or Shah Jehan's habitation ; as 
Agra Is often callfed Akbar-abad, or Shah Akbar's habitation; and is about 44 
mcafured Cofs from Dehly. 

'Hufb-ul-bookm, a patent or order, tinder the feal of the Vizier, with thefe initial words 
fignifying « according to the command." 

Hue k A'wazeerut, the fees of the Vizier. 

Hujldbtibds, rent-rolls, of either a grand divifion or lefler diftri&s of land. * 

Hyder-alddj the capital of Nizam Ally, Soubah of the Deccan ; it Was formerly 
qallcd Bhagnagur, and is about 371 miles diftant from Dehly. :j There is a caftle 

xn 
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in this province called Golconda, by which name the whole province is ufualljr 
known in Europe. Hydcr-abad fignifies the habitation or refidence of Hyder> 
the Arabic appellative for a lion, a title often given to men of rank in the Eafr. 

I. 

JJIdm, which literally fignifies fifety, ufually ' means the true faith, according to Ma- 
hommedans. • . 

Jagbier, an affignment of any part of the revenues of the (tate for military fervice. 

Jungles, or rather Junguls, thickets of wood, high grafs, or reeds* 

Jumma, valuation. 

Jumma bundy % a rent-roll. 

Jcmmdut-dar, or Jdmadar 9 z military commander ; alfo the head or fuperinteadcrit of 
the peons in the Sewaury, or train of any great man* 

K. 

Kdtbarra, fee Gaut-barry. 

Kazzee, or Kdzy, the chief magiftrate appointed to adminifter juftice in all cattfes t» 

the Mahommedans, according to their written law ; he being generally a perfon 

of the greateft repute and learning, a copy of any, writing attefled by him is 

.authentic. 
Kella, a fort, or citadel* 
Kelladar, the governor of a fort. 
Kerria, a pariih or village. 
Kbdlfa Sbereefa, whatever accounts belong Immediately to the emperor are called 

Kbalfa ; the word Sbereefa added to it, implies noble or magnificent. 
Kiffmutt, a divifion ; — Kirria Kijfmut, part of a pariih, being fuch a proportion as is 

included in the Sunnud. 
Kift, the amount of a ftated payment. 
Kiftbundee, an agreement for the ftated payments of a fum of money, to be difcharged 

at .different times. 
Krore, a hundred lacks, or ten millions. 

Lack of Rupees, or one hundred thousand : a rupee is a filver coin, (truck in the 

Moghul mints, with^an infeription of his name and titles, the year of his reign, 

• and the place it was coined ar. There are various fpecies of rupees annually 

coined in India, differing a little in both weight and quality. The bell are the 

Siccas of the current year, worth about 2 s. 6d. fterling. See Sun. 

M. 

Mahal, any land, or a public ftind, yielding a revenue to the government. 

Mahal Serdi, the women*s apartments. 

Mabommed, which fignifies prai fed, is prefixed (or underflood to be fo) to almoft every 
Muffulman^s name. It is a Tetragrammaton, or word of four letters ; namejy, 
Mm, Hba, Mim, Dal, which, with the Tejfbdid over the latter Mim to (hew it 
mud be doubled, properly make five characters. : 

Malguzarry, the land-revenue. 

Maba fcdja, fignifies the peal prince ; Maba being great or mighty in the Sanfkerreet 

or Bramin*s language, and Rajah, prince. 

Manjee, 
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]fynj(u % . the helmfinan of a ,bq$ t v 

Manghan* or Mangon, a tax or impofitiori levied by the officers of the Chokeys and 

Gauts, as a perquifite for themfeives and Zemeendars. 
Maundy a variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 80 lb, 

Mobur, a feal; alio a gold rupee of variable value, worth from 12 to 16 filver 
m , rupees* 

Mohooree, any writer, of under clerk, 'among the natives in Bengal, 
Mol&nghte y a worker of fait, 

Mcuza, a parifli or village ; but properly fignifies a place. 
Mukkaudum r a fuperiour officer of the revenues in a village, the fame as Cbowdrj+ 
Mdnjby, a fecretary for the Perfian language, 
Munfubt * dignity, or title* • 

lttutcB&cab, a written obligation: , 

Mufnudy an elevated place of diftindion in the Durbar, covered with a cloth, or 

carpet, for the prince to fit on ; alio a throne. 
MuttafiddcCj a general name for all officers employed in taking the accounts of the 

government,, or of any perfon of confequence* 






N. 



NabSB, (properly Navdb, being the plural of Naib) a title given to every perfon of 
noble rank. By pre-eminence it is generally ufed to fignify the Nazim. 

Naib, a deputy.. 

Nuncdrj or rather Nancdr, an allowance in an affignment upon the revenues, or the 

f - l * lands themfelveSr, given as charity for the relief of the poor. 

NazSm, the firft officer of a province, in whofe hands the executive power i$ lodged;, 
by way of diftindtion he is ftyled the Subah-dar, or Nab6b. ■ -■ , 

Naic 9 a fubaltern officer of the Sepoys,, of the rank of a corporal.. 

fit abut, a deputyfhip. 

Ntizzer, a prefent to a fuperior, 

Ndzzcr- dnna y a fum paid to the government,, as an acknowledgment for a grant of 
lands, or any public office, 

Nizamuty the office, or poft of a Nazfm. 

O. 

Omrdby plural of the Arabic Amier, which fignifies princt, is a title given to all the 
nobility of the firft rank in the Mogul empire. 

P. 

Beorii a footman, or attendant, armed with fword and target. 
Purgumab, or Peruana, the largeft divifion of land in a Zemeeu-darry. 
Perwdnnab,. z.grant, or letter under a great feal, from any man of power to a de- 
pendent. 
Bijkcujh, a tribute paid to the crown^ as an acknowledgment for any tenure.. 
Poddr, a money-changer, or teller, .. under a Shroff. 
Pulwar j a light boat ufed for difpatches. 
JPjrfc* a watchman employed as a guard at night. 
Eoonaby the time foradjufting the eflimate of the revenues. to be collided the en-* 

fuing year,-— See Appendix, page 136, paragraph j 4* 

Pottabiy 
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Pottabs, lcafcs containing the quaptlty of laud poffeffed by each farmer, and the 
amount pi . rent with which it is charged. 

PykdrJL (Del/oh, and Gomdfiabs) are a chain of agents through whofe hands the ar- 
ticles of merchandize pafs from the loom of the manufa&urer, or the ftorc- 
houfe of the cultivator, to the public merchant, or exporter. 

Panjdb, o$ fanjaab^ , the aucient name of the province of Lahore; it fignifi^s. the 
five waters or rivers, fo many rtinning through that province, and railing into 
the river Scind, known in Europe by the name of Indus. 

R. 

Rajdb,' a title given to every Gentoo of rank, —in the Indian language fignifying 
prince :— originally it was appropriated only to the principal Zemeen-dars. 

Rdnnee, princefs. 

Row ana y a paflport or certificate from the colle&or of the cuftoms. 

Roy royan, the principal officer under the Dewan, who has the immediate change of 
the crown lands. 

Rffitoi ah independent corps of horfe. 

Rijfdtdar, the commander of fuch a corps. 

Rupee, a filver coin worth about is.6d. — See Lack of Rupees. See alfo Sun* 

Ryot, or Reiat, a tenant or farmer. 

Refident at the Durbar ; for a defcription of the nature and duties of this office^ fee 
Appendix, page 137, paragraphs 15 and 16. 

Ryotty lands, or lands farmed out, tenanted and cultivated by the natives on the 
. fpot. 

S. 

Seer, the fortieth part of a Maund. 

Sepoy, a foldier. — This word is generally ufed for the Indian infantry, difciplined after 

the European manner. 
Serai 9 a baiting place for travellers. 

Sewdury, the train of attendants who accompany any principal perfon on the road. 
Sezawdul, the fame as Tahfildar. — An officer employed at a monthly falary to colled: 

the revenues. 
Sbah, king, or emperor. 
Sbab Aalum, or AUum, (the title of the prefent emperor of Hindoftan,) fignifies king 

of the world. 
Stab- zo da, the king's fon, or more properly royally born; becaufe it is a title equally 

applied to both the fons and daughters of kings. 
Sbereef, noble, magnificent. 

Sbroff, properly Seraf* a banker, or money-changer* 
Sicca, any new coin; it means Jtampt or fcaled; but is particularly ufed for the ftand- 

ard filver rupee of the Bengal mints. 
Sicddr, the collector of the rents of a village. 
Sircdr, the ftate or government. — In common ufage in Bengal, the under Banyans 

of European gentlemen arc called Sircars. 
Sirdar, or Surddr, a chief, leader, or commander. 
Subdb, a province; improperly ufed -for the Subabdar ; and is the fame as Subabfoifa 

Subabdarry, or Nizamut. 
Subabdar, the governor of a province, or literally a holder of a Subab ; the fame as 

Nabob, or Nazirn. — Alfo the black commander of a company of Sepoys. 

Subabdarry, 



L O S S A 1 Y. 

Sufabddfry, or Subabjbip, the office of a Subabdar. 

Sun, the year : thus Siccas of the ift, 2d, or 3d Sun, are the ftandard filrer rupees 

of the ill, 2d, or 3d year of a prince's reign; which is marked on the cob. 

See Lack of Rupees. 
Sunnud) a grant. 
Suntty properly Sunwaut, rupees of old dates, on which a difcount i$ allowed. 

T. 

Taldok, a fmall Zeffi£en-darry. 

Talook-ddr, the Zem£en-dar of a fmall diftrift. 

TabfiUar, or Sezawaul, an officer employed for a monthly falary to colleft the reve- 
nues. 

Tankfdll, a mint. 

Tanna, a fmall fort. 

Tanna*dar, a commander of a fitiall fort. 

Teep, a note of hand. 

Telinga, a Sepoy ; fo called from a country of that name, from whence the firft Se- 
poys were probably enlifted. 

Toffaul, a collection of Callarrys, or fait pans. 

Tomtom, a name vulgarly given tjQ the Indian drums ufed in proclamations, and re- 
joycings. 

Tuncdw, an aflignment. 

U. 

Ultumgdu, properly AUum-ghatt, an allowance paid from the revenues to reGgious, or 
learned men. 

V. 

Vakeel, an attorney, or agent. 
Vizarut, the poft, or office of Vizier. 

W. 

JVadaddr, an officer of the collections, 

Yejprtvdul, a (late meflbnger* 

» 

Z. 

Zemeen, land. 

Zemien-ddr, literally a land-holder, accountable to government for the revenue. 
Zemeen- ddrry, the office of a Zemeen-dar, or the lands held by him. 
Zenana, belonging to women, the woman's apartment, the Seraglio. 

The compiler of this Gloflary has not hefitated to avail himfelf of the gloflhries 
of Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Bolts, and other writers on India affairs ; as they have been 
found, in general, fufficicntly explanatory of the articles in queftion. 
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CONTAINING 



A Refutation of fuch Parts of •• Considerations on India 
Aflairs" as are not referred to any general Diviiion of 
this Work. 



THE power and dominion acquired within a few years by the 
Englifh Eaft India company, the great importance of their pof- 
feflions to the wealth and profperity of Great Britain, the im- 
menfe revenue derived to the date from their commerce, have at length 
awakened the public attention. An univerfal defire feems now to pre- 
vail of obtaining information upon this important fubjed. The mate- 
rials of knowledge, however, are fcarce. Few publications appear which 
are not dictated by private paffion, or interefted views. An envy more- 
over, attending the large fortunes acquired by fome individuals, has given 
an eafy credit to the moil extravagant aflertions of malice, or difap- 
pointed ambition. To remove in fome degree an impreffion fo injurious 
to individuals, fo ruinous to the public intereft, is the obje£t of the fol- 
lowing (heets; and without pretending to greater virtue than other wri- 
ters, I (hall add, that neither the time nor occafion will admit a wilful 
mifreprefentation, which muft foon be expofed to detection. 

9 
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The confufion in which " Confiderations on India Affairs," pub* 
li&ed by Mr. Bok** are fhidioufly iirvolved, aflbnis abuadaat ^opportuni- 
ties to pervert the truth ; and is in itfelf therefore but an indifferent ar- 
gument in iavour o£ the author's <^rador. At the feme time this la* 
boured diforder effectually preclude? me, who wifh to inform, from fol- 
lowing that writer through all his undigefled mafs of multifarious and 
libellous mifreprefentation. Should I content myfeif with giving order 
and arrangement to the little work^ which is now fubmitted .to the- pujx- 
lip rye, aji intelligent reader wo^J find.theixia a fijfEcieni . refutation jof 
what Mr. Bolts has thought fit to advance. The hiltorical dedu&ion, 
for inftance, in the firft chapter, muft demolifh his reprefentation of po- 
litical tranfadion6, by proving thofe ads ©f the fele£t committee to have 
flowed from a fenfe of duty, and knowledge of the public intereft, which 
that gentleman has attributed, Jo maljignan{ paffions, or to yet meai*er 

motives. 

> - • • * 

The fame obfervation will apply to every part of his .took,; aad fven 
the lad chapter of the prefent work, which has no appearance of being a 
direct anfwer, may yet ferve to prove, that many favourite pofitions, drawn 
(torn the laws and manners of Great Britain* toe s*ere wtirgfc, wfrefc 
applied to a very different fituation of things iii Bengal. But as miany 
readers will not give themfelves th« trouble Uo confider the &bje& in this 
*iew, it will be neceffary, before I enter upon the execution of my*wfi 
|>lae,. toexaroiae that ch*os of inventive, which is fo written fcjy Mr. JJoits 
as %o admit littte order ia the <bmineniL 

To mHreprefent the plaineft fubje&s is no very difficult tafk. " It is a 
" felfe way of reafbning againft religion," &ys the prefident Montef- 
quieu, " to colled a long jietail of all the evils it has produced." His- 
tory will, undoubtedly, acquaint us with innumerable mifchiefs, which 
feem to have flowed from this fource- Yet religion, or a knowledge of 
thofe relations, which the Creator has eftablifhed, is the fource of all mo- 
,ral obligation j and the fear of his difpleafurc, the beft iancTion of thofe 

laws, which the finger of the Deity has thus prefcrihed to man. In ri- 
dicule 
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dicule of fech attempts, an eflay was compoftd fome few years lmce by a 
very ingenious writer, who produced a long catalogue of mifchiefs 
arifing from eivil eftablifliments ; and afFefted, with great gravity, to 
evince, that the abolition of all government would be produ&ive of pri- 
vate happinefs. He fo far fucceeded, that a learned bifhop employed 
much time in refuting this formidable antagonift, without once recollect- 

• * 

ing, that the experience of mankind had already decided the queftiorc, 
by eRabMhing /bme government in every corner of the earth. To come 
nearer home, the wits of this ifland have found fo large a field for the 
exercife of their talents in the practice of Weftminfter Hall, that there 
are not wanting perfons, who think juftice fhould be adminiftered with us, 
a&itig i$ T.urkey, forgetting that a government hy law has alone raifed 
Great Britain to preeminence among the kingdoms of Europe, and 
made her profperity the admiration and envy of furroundmg nations. If 
fubrjeflta the moft interesting ta mankind, on which they have added ex- 
perience tx> theory, are neverthelefs fo open to mifreprefentation, what 
muft be the condition in this refped of i nafcent, unfettled ftate, where 
all dominion, after the confufion of fucceflive revolutions, is transferred* 
to a few ftrangers, and where the conquerors, living tinder their own 
laws of freedom amidft a nation of flaves, exhibit a fituation without 
parallel in hiftory ? 

It muft be evident that fo great a change would extort many a£ts 
from the governor and council in Bengal, which were not ftri&ly within 
the intention of the legiflature, when powers were granted to the com- 
pany with a view to occafions, very different from thofe which have 
fince arifen. Thus, to counteract the eftablifhment of an Oftend com- 
pany, the three nations * pofTefled of the Eaft India commerce forbad 
their rcfpe&ive fubjedls to engage in a foreign fervice. The exclufive 
trade of our company had before been fecured by penalties to be reco- 
vered in England ; but upon this occafion the legiflature authorized the 
company to *f fcize any Britifh fubjeft who fhall fail, go, or repair to 

* Great Britain, France, and Holland* 
f 5 Geo. I. ch. 21. 

B z the 
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the £aft Indies contrary to law: Within fotor years, twa more * aft* 
pafled, by which, among other prbvrfions, it is enadted, that all fiich 
perfons who go to the Eaft Indies, fliall be deemed tradef s, and, corife- 
qttehtly fttbje& to the fevaral j>enal&s 5 infli<ft8d up6h jperfons under that 
defcription. The company aire ■ mbrttivef authorized ta feize, and bring 
to England; all unliccnfed perfons who ihall go to or be found in India. 
Thefe provifions, derived plainly from a commercial jealoufy, the com- 
pany have fince made the means of impofing fuch conditfohs upon the? 
free merchant arid others in Bengal * as were found froar experience to be 
aeceffary for the fkfety of the country, and prote&ion of its inhabitants. 

When, for inftance, the power of the Englifh nation gave effeft to 
ufur pations of the private trader, who decided his own claims, oppreffing 
the natives/ and threatening the officers of government, if they pre**' 
fumed to interfere, fucceffive governors of different parties agreed in the 
neceffityof confining the free merchant to the company's f prefidency. 
This regulation, which all approved, and which reiterated orders of the 
dire&ors confirmed, was made a condition of refidence under the com- 
pany's prote&ion. 

■ * 

Thus alfo, when frequent complaints were made by Sujah al Dow- 
lah, nabob of Oude, of numberlefs oppreflions committed by Englifh 
agents, who, contrary to treaty %, traded in his dominions, the go- 
vernor and council iflued general prohibitions ; yet Mr. Bolts reprefenta 
all thefe regulations, founded on the moil evident neceffity, as expedients ta 
opprefs particular individuals j and afluming afterwards his own alfertion a& 

• 7 Geo. I. ch. 2i. 9 Geo. I. ch. a6. 

Thefe laws were temporary, and have been prolonged from time to time. It is remarkable 
that all offences againft thefe are excepted out of the general pardon fo late as 20 Geo. II. 

f Company's fervants were, of courfe, confined to their feveral ftations. 

\ When peace was concluded, it was intended to have Englifh fa&ories in the dominions 
of Oude, but Sujah al Dowlah reprefented, that a private trade in his dominions muft necefla- 
rily be produ&ive of difputes with the Englifh, and would probably end in his deftru&ion, as 
it had before ruined Meer Coffim. A claufe, ftipulating a free commerce for the company 
was inferted in the treaty, but Sujah al Dowlah was given to underftand, that this right fhould 
not be exercifed without pofitive orders from England ; and that w Englifh private trader* 
fhould, on any account, be permitted in his dominions. 

a truth, 
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a truths , he, makes this curious reflc&ion % " It is true, that fuch reftrio 
44 tions have never been laid but upon particular perfons whom the com- 
" pany defigned to opprefs and cruih. But how miferable and defpicable 
44 muft that ftate of the government of the company's affairs be, wherein 
44 the general fyftem of juftice is flopped or perverted for the fake of op- 
44 preffing an individual." Without denying the inference, it is impoffiblc 
to admit the fa&. 44 // is true" that one trader, and only one, who 
had. committed many enormities, for which the ievereft punifhment 
was juftly due; who had been reprimanded by the dire&ors; whofe con- 
duit had been equally obnoxious to fucceffive unconnected governors,; 
who had threatened the officers of the country government for attempting 
to difcharge their duty ; who had traded contrary to public treaties in the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlah; who by repeated promifes to withdraw this 
trade, hrid obtained letters from the governor to the fubah of Oude, re- 
quefting that every affiftance might be given in.colle&ing his effe&s ; who* 
d&egarding his own voluntary repeated promifes, had perfevered in this 
commerce, and by. his intrigues endangered the peace of India : // is true* 
that fuch a man, after a delay of nearly two years, was ieized, and fentt to 
Europe. But it will not neceffarily follow from the admiffion of fuch a fad, 
that 44 the general fyftem of juftice is flopped or perverted for the fake of 
opprefling an individual." It is true 9 likewife* that feveral officers who had 
endeavoured to dilband the whole army in Bengal, by a general combination 
to refign their commiffions in one day, were deemed dangerous in India \ 
and refufing voluntarily to depart, were therefore fent by force to Europe. 
Mr, Bolts labours through more than twenty pages to prove this power of 
feizing perfons illegal. But evqn the doubts, which have always attended 
the exercife of this power, prove it not to have been the wanton inftrument 
of oppreffion. The very few inftances to be found regard fuch f perfons 
as could not interfere with any private interefts of the governor and coun- 
cil ; and it is utterly incredible, that thefe gentlemen would rifque their 
own fortunes by an aft which muft come before an Englifh jury, unlefs 
the duty of their ftations exa&ed fuch condudt at their hands. Then in- 
deed they might juftly expe£t protection from the purfe of the company. 

* Confederations, p. 73. + Moftly military men.- 

Could 
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Could we even believe thefe gentlemen. t*> have been a&uated by impro- 
per motives towards men, of. whom they feldom have any perfonaL know- 
ledge, what can we iay of. the diro&tnrs? Yet Mr-Bolts informs us* in a 
note attfye bottom of page 1 47, that the *4 dire£fcra in their general 
*^ letter 8. Sncae ij&^hzxz been nfed very injudiciouily to authorize their 
ifc governor axid council at Bengal, at their own difcretion,. to with- 
" draw their: psote&ioa from, or fcize and iend to. Europe any perfon: ot 
" perfons* who might be guilty of the fm a lleft contravention. o£ their 
44 * osders." '■ 

\ 

K - . ... „ 

The reader ihould be ia^ormsd^ that the year 1764. is dtopfcriod when 
k was* tirft known m England* that the v&tefltce ; of private tradeirs had 
overturned the country gpverxnnent^! and. iqvblVed ua ia a war with Mee» 
Coflim^ thai the ccmfecpient orders of: the diiredtQrs^'ncceflafy to the 
peace of Ac'country aad fe&ty of the natives^, had 1. been repeatedly con- 
temned; and that all pow conjfe& the juftice .aind prapriestyof the *e- 
ftraints then impeded*, although men from intemfted ! mod vea. .were at that 
time tempted to difobey. , 

■ 

Br was fbrcfeen by Mr. Bolts, that fuch reafoning would not be concha 
five, xmlefs mteffperfed with flaming paragraphs, round aflertions, and 
fome few fads, which, to a carelefs eye, or tamd unacquainted with the 
rubied, may wear the face of proofs. He cdncrodes, therefore, his chap- 
ter on " Trapftortdfion™ in this manner *. " It is principally owing to 
« this exorbitant power, theexercife of Which has been' greatly encouraged 
« by the direftors in their letters to Bengal, that We mull attribute the 
« immenfe fortunes which have been of late fo rapidly fqueezedfrom the 
« natives in thofe parts, and which will continue to bring thofe provinces 
nearer and nearer to . deftruction, if effectual meafures be not fpeedily 
taken to prevent fuch violences, to enable the injured" more eafily to ob- 
« tain relief, and to inflict exemplary puniftiment on fuch opprejfors. If 
" this be not fpeedily done, neither the company, nor the nation, can 

9 

* Con fidcrat ions, p. 147. 

" have 



4( 



GOVERNMENT IN' BENGAL. 7 



Kfcre 



u and pofterity wiH 3 uftly remark of this period of the eighteenth beiw 
* tury, that it was Jtiuai ftippofed the daw xrf the land for Britons in India 
<t tto be imprifened, hamlfhedv aftd -tranfported^' by tfec EnglHh EafMndi* 

*. company, nnacculed, ^aIld: unheard in thar. defence." , 

j -.. . . • .-■■■■- -.» ' ..-■.* • -< t . * ; 

< /W*U. calculated as this paffage may he to yrokk upon the honeft prejid* 
dices of ah Engliih reader, it is difficult to conceive why we are to attri+ 
ifute fortunes rapidly fqueezed out of the natives^ to the pra&ice of fend* 
ing a dangerous European to England ; or how the prevention joffucfivio* 
lances,, mymdQvtocntsxifJuc&opprefors will fave the. province? from that 
approaching ruin which Mr- Bolts denounces. > Was Mr* Bolts* (whofe 
yffafe >contuiuancc ia Bengal *was One fcene fcf ttmplainttf, replies, rep'ri*- 

9iand5, jafcd contentions,} trtfafported uneccufedot unieard mtiis defence 2 

» : ■ • ■ 

. . • ■- * ■* . . . 1 , . t • ■ . 1 j 

-oThe mode of oreafoiring in coifhmt itfewith Mr/Bolts* i* by declaims 
ing ftrongly on pojjible dfefts to inflame the.. mini, , to. mention fr particur 
id? fiaft, which prove* nothing, and then, very liberally to deal forth gene- 
xgl i^V^dives, kdviogi: the reader to fo^jpofe pf aftices . thus alluded to 
have frgqtientfy ptev*3e(L;> Who [wcittld not* frdm*iChe!, following paf- 
iage be lead to imagine, that the practice of fending to Europe had 
been fo common as to deftroy all private 'credit ? The reader will, perr 
haps, be furprifed to learn, that Mr. Bolts is the fingle inftance of a 
trader beting- fo tnanfported* during many years. Yet he gravely tells us, 
in p. 140, " . The effects in India of fudden tranfportation, with refpe£t 
. ta. deftroy ing of credit and all private fecurity, mull appear evident, and 
indeed, have been feverely felt by the generality of Britifh fubjedts, 
u fince thofe tyrannies have been pra&ifed in Bengal, for it is well known, 

1 ■ » « ■ 

, C J that any young writer in the company's fervice will now find it more 
" difficult to borrow fve hundred rupees of a black merchant, than fix 
" years ago he would have^w thou/and. 93 

• This happened twenty months after he had publicly declared to the governor and council 
-that he Lad relinquished all trade* He himfelf faid, in his examination before the committee 
of the houfe of commons, that he knew of none befides himfelf, except military men, that had 
been fent to Europe. 

This 



44 
44 



* A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 

This laft mentioned fa&, which is fuppofed to be a conclufive proof of 
all thefe dreadful confequences, may be true, but has no application to the 
fubjed. Six years ago will nearly carry . us back to the. treaty concluded 
with Nudjum al Dowlah. The reader muft here be infojanecL that a trade, 
free from duties, had been claimed by the company's irovaptq, f^ptirted 
by their forces, and eftablifhed by the laft treaty with ivfe' Jaffier ; and 
that this article, although condemned by the diri^oFi^^iv^- aft^mards 
tranfcribed into the treaty with his fon Nudjum al DowlalnV&hfe Conten- 
tion during two years with Meer Coffim, in fupport of t&srfraffty gfofetlrt 
weakened the country government,- which his fubfequent o.vprtlyow quite 
annihilated. At this time, many " black merchants'* found it expedient to 
purchafe the name of'" any young writer in the company 's fervice" by loans 
of money, and under this fariftion, harralTed and opprelTed, or (as Mr, 
Bolts elegantfy expreffes it) "fqueezed the natives?* So plentiful a fupply 
was derived from this fource, that before lord Clive's arrival, many "young 
" writers" were enabled to fpend 1 506 1. and 2060 L per annum, were 
cioathed in fine linen, and fared fumptuoufly every day, This credit cer* 
tainly declined, when the orders of the dire&ors were enforced by the 
fele£t committee. Had thefe gentlemen thought fit to fupport fuch a cre- 
dit, they would, to ufe the expreffion of lord Clive in his letter to the 
directors, have found " the fettlement in general their friends, and only 
•the natives of the country their enemies." 

Having mentioned the treaty with Nudjum al Dowlah, it is worth re- 
marking, that Mr. Bolts does not hefitate to mifquote palTages from 
public letters, whenever, by fo doing, he can aid his other arts of mifre- 
prefentation. Where every, the minuteft, tranfadioq is committed to 
paper*, and canvafled in a correfpondence between the directors in England, 
and the company's fervants in Bengal, it is obvious what advantage may be 
hence derived* if a man can (loop to the meannefs of wilful mifquotatfcm. 
To follow our author through every inftance of this fpecies of deceit, • 
would not only require a careful perufal of all the public correfpondence, 
but would, in itfelf, be ufelefs, fince one inftance will fuffice to deftroy the 
credit of Mr* Bolts. The directors, enraged with the abovementioned con- 
tempt 
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tempt of their orders, direft the council in their letter of February i?66, 
to tranfmit a renunciation of that part of the treaty in form to the nabob. 
A change of circumftances had been made by their iervants the plea for 
an interefted difobedience. They therefore add, " whatever government 
" may be eftablifhed, or whatever unforeseen occurrences may arife, it is 
" our refolution to prohibit, and we do abfolutely forbid this trade in 
" fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco,*" meaning the inland trade carried on 
by individuals under a forced conftrudtion of the firmaun, recognized 
by thefe treaties. Yet Mr. Bolts, fully pofleffed of the truth, applies this 
prohibition to the fociety eftablifhed t in confequence of pofitive injun&ions 
from the proprietors " to regulate the inland trade" which regulations 
were not then known in England, and confequently could not be con- 
demned. It is impoflible to regard the mifreprefentation of this fub- 
jeft by Mr. Bolts as derived from error on his part, becaufe the letter 
by him mentioned recites the article of the treaty afterwards referred to; 
becaufe it fpeaks of the trade of individuals thereby ftipulated, feverely 
condemning the conduct of governor Spencer and his council in this bu^ 
finefs ; and laftly, becaufe Mr. Bolts in his book, page j 80, ufes the 
very phrafe of the letter, " tranfmit fuch renunciation inform to the nabob 
44 in the Perfan language," dropping in the midft of the fentence thefe 
words " of this part of the treaty." 

In the Fame page with his acute obfervations on private credit, conti- 
nuing the inve&ive againft fudden tranjportation, Mr. Bolts exhibits a 
very alarming pi&ure of pojjible abufes. He fuppofes the abfent and in- 
nocent to be equally involved, the widow and orphan to fall in one un- 
diftinguifhed ruin with thefe miferable exiles. Having warmed his ima- 
gination, he proceeds- to defcribe the governor as a rich tyrant, but with- 
out fubjeds. The governor has banifhed all the former inhabitants of 
the fettlement, leaving to himfelf nothing but the houfes. Conceiving 
thafca man fent away fuddenly, mull fell all his cffeds cheap, Mr. Bolts, 
being a good merchant, makes tranfportation the means employed by a 
purchafer. " In any or all of thefe cafes the governor himfelf, or he and 
[ % fome of his chief counfellors, might become purchafers of all the 

• Confidmtions, p. 180. t In Auguft 1765. 

* C " houfes, 
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44 houfea, ihips,. goods! or merchandise in the fettkmont i which would 
44 he no finall Jtrthe in trader and of a piece with many fuch :/?rafof _as 
44 have been often known ,tp be firuck. iVQCMWVhbY under arbitrary 
44 or dtfpotic governments!* "• In the firft part of the fentence, they might 
become pucchafevs;. but forgetting .. that the whole was a fi&ion, Mr. 
* Bolts, in the latter part:, ftrongly infinuates, by the help of It a lies and 
large Letters, that fuch pia&ices not uncommonly prevail. 

This is not the only imputation thus conveyed. If Italics mean any 
thing;, thcjfe nabobs, who " died Juddenly" had their departure haftened 
by management. Left the Italics {hould efcape the reader's attention, 
Qr as he might qot know againft whom the infinuation was dire&ed, 
Lord C^ive and Mr, Svkes in large characters catc;h the eye on the 
preceding line, p.. 47, employed in regulating this fame nabob's income. 
A few lines lower another youth, who died of the fmall-pox; $fter an 
iUnefs of eleven days, 44 dies fuddf nly," and « 4 the allowance of the 
Ci nabob is again reduced f." J^eft all this hoaeft induftry fhould be loft* 
Mr. Bolts conjectures the fate of the prefent nabob, flirewdly obfehririg 
that " confidering the late fatality among nabobs,, it is reafonable to u^a- 
44 gine the race of them in bengal is yearly at an end," In a note to 
page 44, the reader is informed that " upon all thefe revolutions, large 
u fums of monfcy were obtained by the perfons who conducted them from 
44 every new made nabob*" Then follow fome extra&s from a letter 
publifhed. by lord CHye and from another by Mr- Johnftone, refpe&ing 
prcfents. This note is fubjoined as an illuftration of a text, which de- 
fcribes the nabob wholly dependent on the Englifh governor and council. 
Had fome little order been given to the fa£ks here mentioned, it would 
h*v$ appeared, that the prefents made to lord Give and others, in the 
yeaj 1757, were rewards of the moil honourable fervices, at a time when 
the Englifh c.ompany had few forces in Bengal, the nabob Meer Jaffier 
po4Teffi«g a large army and the full dominion of his country. ThjPthe 
prefents received by Mr. Johnftone and others in the >year 1765, were in 
cpafequeuce of bo f^rvi^es, the nabob Nudjum al Dowlah being difarmed by 
tpeaty, and all power transferred to the Englifh council ; given, in ffeort, 

* Confi derations, p* 140, . . ^ 

t The nabob's allowance was not reduced op the death of Seyf al Dowlah, as here afiertett 
hf Mr. Bolts, 

under 
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under fuch cireumftancc*, that Mr. Verelft did not think it confiileat with 
his honour to accept any |>artr Laftly* it would have appeared that be* 
fofe the fudden deaths mentioned by Mir. Bolts, the fourceof thefe pte* 
fents had been removed bjr^a grant of the revenue to the Engl i(h Eaft 
India company ; and that therefore it was impoffible, confiftently with 
truth, to fugged a motive for the perpetration of fo horrid a crime. The 
fubjed is here meritioned billy to flieW the manner in which Mr. Bolts 

treats the characters of men, who have laboured at leaft to render feme 

«• 

fervice to their country. Perhaps it may not be improper to point out 
the dilemma, in which this gentlemah has involved himfelf. By conceal- 
ing his fufptcion * during his refidence in Bengal fubfequent to 1766, he 
incurs the guilt of an accomplice, whether the fa£t be true or faJfe. If he 
entertained no fufpicion* let the reader give a name to his prefent at- 
tempt f. 

No fubjeft is fafe in the hands of Mr. Bolts. He will not fuflfer the 
afhes of king William to reft in peace ; nay, the two houfes of parlia- 
ment become the authors of fraud. The confines of legiflative and ex- 
ecutive power are often fo nicely blended, that we fnuft not be fur- 
prifed if they have fometimes been miftaken. In the reigns of the Tu*- 
dors, this diftinftion was little underftood, and lefs regarded* In the reigns 
of the Stuarts, the poflibility of completely feparating thefe powers, with- 
out overturning all kingly government, was, with equal warmth, affirmed 
and denied by contending parties. After the Revolution, a charter was 
obtained from the crown, wefting a company who were to trade to India. 

* A nian who had intimated a fufpicion of this kind* would only have made himfelf ri- 
diculous in Bengal, where the truth was notorious ; , but thefe bafe infinuations may never- 
theless have fome effe& in inflaming the uninformed mind of an Englifh reader. 

f Mr. Dow has this pafiage, p. 89* vol. Hi. " The princes whom we raifed- in Bengal, va- 
* € niihed imperceptibly from their thrones. Light and unfubftantial as the (hew of power, with 
** Which, as in derifion, we inverted them, they difappeared, like Romulus, but without a ftorm. 
The benefits derived from former revolutions* created a love of change ; and the angel of death, 
" if not our friend, was very opportune in^hls frequent vifits to the Mufnud. In the courfe 
• c of five yeai s, three nabobs expired ; and the unfledged fovercign, who acceded to the nominal 
" government of Bengal, on the March of 1770, has already enjoyed, confidering the times, 
*' a long reign. Nabobs, to own the truth, ere ufclefs ; and they are di unified to their fathers 
" without either ceremony or noife." A man who hopes to obtain credit (hould exhibit fome- 
thing like a proof in fupport of fo extraordinary a charge. 

* C 2 This 
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T*his charter, copied it dm: fome of a more ancient 'date* contained a claufe 
granting an exclufive tfade. Such a claufe, being reftriSive of the rights of 

other perfons, was toianifeftly a legiflativs a<& ; and therefore illegal, with- 
dut the concurrence of parliament.- • No fooner was the error discovered, 
than the crown relinquished its claim :• but- the meafure being deemed po- 
litically right, an exclufive privilege of trade waa immediately granted by 
parliament, and the two companies were afterwards united in the fixth 

year of queen Anne. Yet Mr. Bolts reprefents the firft charter as con* 

*-.•■.••. * 

firmed by parliament ', to introduce this obfervation, that it " was almoft 
" immediately fet at nought by a felf-ere&ed, unchartered company of 
♦ 4 adventurers, who traded diredly to India in defiance of the king, mi- 
" niftry *, and parliament." He then gives a long hiftory of fuppofed 
evafions under the terms in, into, to > andfrcwf, for the purpofe of fugj- 
g6fting his own ingenious doubt, whether the parliament of Great Britain 
can reftrain the trade of a Britijh fubjeSt^ or authorize other fubjetts to 
feize his perfon, whenever he contravenes fuch commands ? 

The cafes of perfons feized and fent to Europe, printed by Mr. Bolts in his 
Appendix, relate to officers, all of whom were engaged in the mutiny, while 
fome Superadded the guilt of fupporting rival interefts to the attempt of de^ 
ftroying the Britifh power in Bengal. Thefe relations are drawn by no 
friend of the meafure ; yet, when ftripped of their pompous phrafe and un- 
meaning inve&ive, the whole will amount to this, that men, not perfonr 
ally known to the gentlemen in council, of a profeffion whofe interefts 
could not clafh, were fent to Europe, becaufe their refidence in Bengal 
was cfteemed dangerous to the company. Doubts refpefting the legal extent 
of their power, made the governor and council cautious in the mode of 
fecuring the perfons of thefe officers, and enabled them to hold their houfe 
as a garrifon for fome few days. It appears, moreover, that one of them> 
as foon as he promifed to proceed for Europe, was permitted to quit f the 
fhip pn which he firft embarked. From this fait we may judge, hoW far 

• * • • * 

their ownobftinacy, in refilling the order of council, contributed to any 

""■•-' ■ < ■ 

hardflups they might fufFen The meflages which pafled between the pri- 
soners and juftices of peace are fet forth by Mr. Bolts at large $. The juftices, 

"".'•""«. ■.■* ■■■ 

-.: > ".t-ip^i^tv :.-. :: + Page 142. $ Appendix toConfiderMtto*, p. 93,] 94* 95 
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no great lawyers, were of opinion, that the complaint was npt vsdthin th^tic 
jurifdi&ion. Common fenfe muft difcover, that a power of feizing J3n4Qi 
fubje&s for the purpofe. of fending them to England, j?iu|1 fall to the 
ground, if magiftrates, haying a merely local authority* fhould prefijme 
to releafe them* If the ordw^v in time of danger, are : empowered Jo 
confine fufpe&ed perfons, would our fages of the law difcharge the prir 
,foncrs? Yet in this country the courfe of juftice is tolerably free. 

Among the arts ufed hy Mn Bolts to inflame, he never forgets to men- 
tion the military as perfons employed upon all occasions. The reader 
therefore fhould here be informed, that throughout all the nations of In- 
;4ia, the orders even of courts of juftice are executed by military men. 
..The colour of a man's coat, or the uniform he wears, does not prove 
.him a more noxious creature, than if, an emblem of innocence, he were 
arrayed in white. The nature of the Englifli conftitution makes us jea*- 

a 

lous of the executive magiftrate. A frequent ufe of the military, who 
are immediately under his command, in domejlic government might be 
dangerous to public liberty ; and hence arifes that honed prejudice of 
our .countrymen, which the author of Confiderations perpetually abufes to 
moft unworthy purpofes* 

In page 144, Mr. Bolts, ftill declaiming againft tranfportation, has 
this paflage: " But there is a direct, unconftitutional ufe to be made 
of fuch power, which is, as we have feen, that of employing it 
to punifh men for doing their duty, even in courts 9f juftice. 
They m»y difoblige men in power by refufing to be pliant judges, if 
in the mayor's court ; or pliant jurors, if impannelled as jurymen at 
" feffions ; and may be therefore punifhed with ruin in revenge for their 
" honeft difcharge of the firft focial duty." Have fuch cafes ever ex- 
ifted ? Has fuch an unconftitutional ufe been ever made of this power ? 
There never has, nor ever can, while law or juftice has its refidence in 
Great Britain. Suppofing the power to be legal, thofe exercifing the au- 
thority are anfwerable for its abufe. To prefer a criminal charge to the 
proper judges, is the legal right, nay the duty, of each individual citizen. 
But fhould this power be wantonly abufed, the experience of every day 
evinces, that an innocent and injured man would obtain ample compen- 

JatioB 
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fation from an Englifti jury. What itiore could be done to pffevfent op- 
preffion, if parliament fhould annul this poWef heretofore given to the 
company ? In this country all public rights, whether in the hands of the 
magiftrate or of private pef fons, are a facred truft. To ibufe thefe in 
the execution, is criminal according to our laws ; and a finiftet ftiotive 
will contaminate an adt, which could not otherwife be qtieftioned. Go- 
vernors who fhould condu& themfelves by the principles fiiggefted by 
Mr. Bolts, would not only be compelled to make full reftitution to 
the injured individual, but would, by their punifhment, become fevere 
examples to prevent the commiffion of like crimes in future. 

The reafoning of our author is perpetually in extreme. Here he wifhes 
the abolition of a power becaufe the imagination may fuggeft fqflible 
abufes, which abufes are efFe&ually corre&ed as the law now ftands* 
Two pages further he would deftroy the fame power as unnec*j[ary % be* 
caufe it is the intereft of all men to be honeft *. " No inhabitants of 
" . their fettlements can commit any crime to endanger the fecurity of the 
u company but what muft equally endanger the fafety of each individual 
* 4 member of the community, they being infeparably connected together.' * 
Is not this equally true of every other ftate and its fubje&s ? Wherefore 
then is high treafon punifhed ? Why are murderers profcribed in every 
country ? Why have we regarded great legiflators as benefactors to man- 
kind ? Such is the moral harmony eftablifhed by the Creator, that public 
duty will ever continue to be the fame with private intereft well under- 
ftood. But do men never err ? Shall we proceed upon fuch a foundation 
to abolifh all laws and all magiflrates ? I know not which moft to admire, 
the head" or heart of our author* 

* 

Mr. Bolts himfelf obferyes upon another occafion, p. 144, " not difc. 
44 puting here what the conftitutional rights of Englishmen formerly were, 
" or now are, within or without the immediate fettlements of the com- 
44 pany, that there is always fuppofed to be a mutual convenience or ad- 
* 4 vantage in all fuch engagements, and that honour fhould regulate either 
44 party in their conduft." Let honour be the criterion. Let each in his 
feveral flation abide by its judgments. Should any private man, taking ad* 

• Pag£ 147, Confidcrations. 

van- 
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vantage of an unfettled government, opprefs and harrafa the harmlefs na- 
tives of Bengal, and endeavour to fhelter himfelf under the letter of laws, 
calculated for a very different ftate of fociety ; let the mifcreant be pu- 
niflied as his crimes deferve, by a removal from the fcene of his ravages, 
by t;he contempt and deteftation of every honeft mind. Should, on the 
contrary, power be wantonly abufed, to ferve the purpofes of malignant 
. paffion, or governors, forgetful of Mr. Bolts's precepts, negled their pub- 
lic duty for zfuppofed private intereft, an Englifh jury will eagerly re- 
drefs their fellow-citizen, and vindicate the rights of human kind. 

It were endtefs to purfue Mr. Bolts through all his chads of inventive. To 
do juftice to his performance, would be to comment on every line. Some 
paflages, however, may be feledted, without fwelling this Introduction to 
an unreafonable fize, fufficient, perhaps, to convince the reader, that the 
Book called " Confiderations on India Affairs/* will convey as much real 
information refpe&ing the affairs of China, as thofe of Bengal. 

The author is as well verfed in the law of nations as qualified for the 
domestic government of a particular ftate. What concern has Great Bri- 
tain in the claims of a Mogul ? Englifhmen fhould adhere to engagements 
taken on the part of their own nation ; but it is ridiculous to fuppofe they 
mull enter into the difputes between prince Ally Gohar, and the^fubah- 
dar of Bengal* or between them again and their refpe&ive fubjedts. Yet 
the mifreprefentations of two chapters are chiefly founded on this abfurd 
opinion ; and the high founding titles of eaftern grandeur are introduced 
to give the whole a greater air of burlefque. 

What contradi&ion is there in refilling prince Ally Gohar, when in- 
vading the dominions of our ally ; and fupporting the fame. man with our 
arms, when new treaties had been formed with him ? Mr. Bolts, p. 25, 
quotes two paflages from Mr. Scrafton to prove that, upon the invafion of 
Bengal by our prefent Mogul, colonel Clivfe, at the requeft of Meer Jaffier, 
marched to punifih thofe rajahs "who had dared to join him V* It appears 
from thele extra&s, that the colonel ftri&ly adhered to his engagements,. 

* Mr. Bolts has imT-quotcd this paflage from Mr. Scrafton, whofe words are, in p. ii; t . 
« AM our afotrs being fo happily circumftonccd, cofoncl Clive, at tbc fubah's requeft, marched 
44 to punUh thofo rajahs who badjnntd U» Mkihzuda:' 

com- 
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communicating the letters received to the nabobs fon and minifters, who 
judged that " it would be dangerous to have a-prince of the blood in 
" any of the provinces." . Mr. Bolts feems better pleafed with the con- 
duct of Mr. * Holwell, who, in the fame war, correfponded with the 
enemy, concealing the letters (" offering a carte blanche to the company ") 
from our ally Meer Jaffier. It feems that thefe engagements with the 
fubahdar were not, in our author's opinion, to be regarded ; for he a£* 
firms, that Sujah Cawn was the laftf lawful nabob of Bengal. 

Mr. Bolts then relates the revolutions preceding the capture of Cal- 
cutta by Surajah al Dowlah, to retake which place colonel Clive was fent 
from the coaft of Coromandel in the year 1756. But in doing this he 
conveys a very unjuft imputation. He tells us that the treaty with Serajah 
al Dowlah was " folemnly | ratified in the ftrongeft manner, the nabob 
" fwearing on the Koran by God and Mahomed, and the colonel pledging 
" the names of God and our Saviour, faithfully to obferve the fame. 
" Neceffity, which, in politics, ufually fuperfedes all oaths, treaties, or 
<c forms whatfoever, induced the Englifli Eaft India company's repre- 
" fentatives, about three months after the execution of the former treaty, to 
" determine, " by the bleffing of God" upon difpoffcfling the nabob Serajah 
" al ^Dowlah of his Nizamut, and giving it to another." In the next 
paragraph, to throw a greater odium upon the meafure, Mr. Bolts fpeaks 
of " the traffick in nabobfhips," — " the bold and traiterous difpofition of 
44 Meer Jaffier," — " and of another rebel candidate." Who would imagine, 
from this relation, that the conduct of the Englifli was perfe£Uy con- 
fident with the law of nations ? Yet fuch it will manifeftly appear. 

Mr. Bolts forgot to mention, that after the conclufion of the firft treaty, 
Serajah al Dowlah not only evaded fulfilling his engagements §, but m$- 

# This gentleman was governor after the departure of colonel Clive, in February 1768. See 
Hiftory, in firft chapter. 

f Confiderations, p. 38. where Mr. Vanfittart's Narrative is referred to, Vol. I. p. 5. 
as if that gentleman had faid, " that Sujah Cawn was the laft lawful nabob of Bengal," 
whereas Mr Vanfittart exprefles no fuch opinion. 

% Confiderations, fol. 39. 

§ To reftore the Englifh effefts, and give pofleffion of the twenty-four pergunnahs, Or 
villages, which by the treaty he had ceded. Immediately after the treaty with Serajah al Dow- 
lah 
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ditated out deftru&ion. He negotiated with * Mohfieur Bufley, to intro- 
duce into Bengal a body bf French troops, (the two nations being then at 
war) for the expf efs f purpofe of attitig againft the Englifh. A juft felf-de- 
fence, therefore, required, that fbme meafure6 fhould be taken on our part, 
before; the fhips and forces left the river. Reinforced from the fleet, our 
army, amounting to iooo Europeans, and 2000 fepoys, ftood oppofed 
tp 20,000 horfe, and 50,000 foot. In this fituation, it was judged expe- 
dient to fecure fome of thofe chiefs in our intercft, whom the nabob's 
violence had difgufted ; and Meer Jaffier, being the moft powerful, was 
chofen as a proper ally. 

The malice of Mr. Bolts does not reft here. He reprefents this revo- 
lution as an enterprize of no difficulty. Speaking of the battle of PlafTey £, 
he fays, * c Happy it was for the company that this numerous army 
" madefo little refiftance, that, according to Mr. Scrafton, there were only 
" feventy men kilkd and wounded" The nabob not only had a numerous 
army, but likewife the afMance of French officers, and one hundred Eu- 
ropean foldiers. The advice, received from Meer Jaffier, contained no-» 
thing but excufes for not a&ing, ai*l to the laft hour w£ obtained no 
fupport from this leader, who commanded ten thoufand men. At the 
fame time intelligence was received through another channel " that the 
" whole affair had been difcovered by the nabob, and that he and Meef ■ 
c< Jaffier were one." This embarraffing fituation gave rife to a council 
of war, at which a large majority declared againft an immediate attack* 

lah in Feb. 1757, Mr. Verelft was appointed to take charge of the company's fafiory at 
Luckypore, ami receive from the officers of the government the effe&s that had been taken from 
that place. On his pafiage from Calcutta to Luckypore with Mr. Middleton (a gentleman now 
in the council at Bengal) in the month of April 1757 j they were attacked and taken prifoners 
by a body of the nabob's troops. The commanding officer produced the nabob's orders not 
to fufFer, on any account whatever, any Europeans to pafs and rcpafs in the country, particu- 
larly the Englifh. He alfo produced letters, pointing out the gentlemen, nominated to take 
charge of the factories, to be particularly within fuch orders. He moreover declared, that the 
/♦treaty would not be regarded on the part of the nabob, and that we fliould foon again experience 
ihe ftrength of his arm. The battle of Plafley happened on the aoth of June following. 

* Commander of the French army in the Dcccan. 

+ This appeared not only from unqueftionablc information received at the time, but was far^ 
ther confirmed by the nabob's papers. 

£ ConGderations, fol. 40. 

* D After 
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After a deliberation of twenty-four hours, colonel Clive refolved to per- 
fevere, and the army, contrary to the determination of the council of war, 
was ordered to march. The event fhewed his judgment to have been well 
founded. Our negotiations in the nabob's camp had already decided the 
conteft. We learn from Mr. Scrafton, that on the day of the battle 
" a body of about fifty French advanced in front of the reft, their of- 
" ficer calling out in vain for fome of the Subahdar's troops to follow 
" him ; for fuch was their miftruft of each other, that no commander 
" Vi:::l to venture on fingly, for fear fome other commander, fufpedted 
'.:. ;>:hment to us, fhould fall on him." Among many other for~ 
tnur ..idents, Meer Modun, the beft and moft faithful of the Su- 
bahdar's Officers, was killed in the beginning of the adtion, and his death 
greatly contributed to the eafy vi&ory gained by the Englifli army. 

The fubfequent events are fufficiently explained in the firft chapter of 
this work. During Meer Jaffier's government, prince Ally Gohar (the 
prefent Mogul) invading the provinces of Bengal, was repulfed by the 
Englifli under colonel Clive, adting as allies to the Subahdar. At this 
time were written the letters, mentioned by Mr. Bolts, to thofe rebellious 
rajahs " who had dared to join him *," the open enemy of Meer Jaffier. 
The fuppofcd contradi&ion is, that when lord Give* upon his laft ar- 
rival in India, found other engagements taken refpefting other countries > 
he concurred with the feledt committee in adhering likewife to thefe new 
engagements. The Mogul did not indeed obtain the whole dominions' of 
Oude, which a former council had f agreed to give him before they had 
conquered the country. But he did obtain the countries of Korah and 
Ulahabad, his poffeflion being % guarantied by the Englifli. To thefe like- 
wife was added an annual payment of twenty-fix lacks from Bengal. 
The expediency of reftoring to Sujah al Dowlah the other territories of 
Oude, will be evinced in the hiftorical part of this book. Mr. Bolts, 
fpeaking of this reftoration, fays, p. 30. " againft the wealth of this na- 1 
" bob, as Mr. Dow very juftly obferves, the virtue of fome of our re- 

* * Confidefations, fol. 25. Mr. Bolts has made a falfe quotation from Mr. Scrafton. 
•f . Appendix, p. 163. No. 51. B. % Appendix, p. 171. No. 58. 
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44 volutionifts was by no means proof/ 1 Within three pages he repre- 
fents the fame men upon the fame occafion^ as taking bribes from this 
Mogul, whofe interefts they are fuppofed to have iacrificed to Sujah al 
Dowlah. " Amidft all his misfortunes, this prince has given feveral in- 
" fiances of great generofity, particularly to the members of the fecret 
u committee, for their diftinguilhed merit and difinterefled fervices. One 
" inftance may be feen in lord dive's letter to the court of directors, of 
" the 30th of September 1765, where it appears his imperial majefty 
" had prefented general Carnac with two lacks of rupees." This laft 
mentioned fa£t, which is fuppofed to be conclufive evidence of corruption, 
candidly told, will afford an oppofite inference. General Carnac, who had 
commanded the company's forces with great reputation, and withftood 
many temptations of pecuniary emolument, had an offer of two lacks 
from the Mogul. The Mogul wrote to the council upon the fubjeft, and 
lord Clive mentioned his letter, with its occafion, to the court of direc- 
tors for their judgment. When a man wantonly ftabs the chara&ers of 
thofe whofe a&ions engage the public attention, it will require more 
underftanding than Mr. Bolts pofTefTes, to make falfe afTertions wear the 
face of probability*. 

* c< Another inftance of the generofity of the Mogul, Mr. Bolts fays, was given in the year 
4C 1767, when his majefty likewife prefented colonel Richard Smith with two lacks more ; as 
«' appears from the following minute of the council at Calcutta. 

«* At a confultation held the 14th of September 1767, prefent, Harry Verelft, efq. prefident, 

" John Cartier, Richard Becher, James Alexander, William Alderfey, Charles Ffloyer, and 

" Alexander Campbell, efqrs. 

" Received a letter from Col. Richard Smith at Illah-abad, dated the 20th of July, on the 
" fubjeft of the two tacks of rupees, he requefted their permiflion to receive as a gratuity from 
«< the king •, offering feveral arguments to our confideration, and acquainting us with his ma- 
c< jefty's abfolute refufal to take back the teep % he had granted 5 therefore enclofing it for us to 
" difpofe of as might feem moft equitable." 

Mr. Bolts has fupprefled the refolution of the prefident and council, which immediately fol- 
lows his quotation. " Agreed, we acknowledge the receipt of the colonel's letter, with the teep 
" inclofed, informing him that, as his majefty has fo abfolutely refufed to take back the note for 
14 the two lacks, we (hall keep it in our hands till the pleafure of the court of directors can be 
'* known." At the fame time obferving, " that our fentiments on the occafion are ftill the fame 
•' as mentioned in our former letter to him on the fubjecl." Thcfc fentiments condemning 
all prefents " as mauifeftly contrary to the will of their employers," were exprefled in the above- 
mentioned letter to colonel Smith, but more fully in one to the kirg ; cc That we," (the pre- 



X A promiflfory note, here an order of payment for money. 
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Is it neceffary here to enter on the fubjeft of the Dewanny, cc a hard 
u name, well * calculated for a blind to amufe the Britifh legiflature ?* 
Mr. Bolts does not chufe " to inveftigate in this place all the private 
reafons which occafioned this Dewanny being aflumed by lord Clive 
and his feledl committee f." Why not ? If Mr. Bolts knows any pri- 
vate reafons, fhould this virtuous zealot fupprefs them ? If he knows 
none, how bafe the imputation ! A plain % narrative will fuggeft the pub- 
lic reafons for this meafure, and fhew the neceflity of uniting to the mi- 
litary power the means of fupporting it. Indeed the frequent diftrefles 

« 

of our army, from the irregular payment of the monthly fums ftipulated 
for its fubfiftence, muft have opened the eyes of the blind ; but a former 
council thought it more expedient to leave two millions of annual re- 
venue in the hands of a difarmed and defencelefs nabob* The idea of 
Mr. Bolts, that the hard word Dewanny was intended to amufe the Bri- 
tifh legiflature, is too ridiculous to deferve a refutation ; but it may be 
worth remarking, that the fyftem called in derifion the Double Go- 
vernment, had been eftablifhcd by the fame council in their treaty of 
February, 1765$. This, in truth, was neceflarily derived from that train 
of events which led an aflbciated dependent body of Britifh fubje&s to 
the acquifition of empire. And Bengal being, through this medium, 
united with England, the legiflature of this country can alone eftablifh a 
government different from that which at prefent exifls. • 

It is impoffible to difinifs the prefent fubjed: without fome obfervations 
on the comparative advantages of the two treaties, as ftated by Mr. Bolts, 
p. 52. He firft aflumes, as a permanent revenue, the five lacks per 
month from the nabob, which, by the terms, of the treaty, were to bs 

fidcnt and council) u earneflly wiflied our attachment might appear to the world more connected 
" by honour , than by any. interejled tyt ; that it was mod glorious for him, and mod rcpi.tablc 
u for ourfelves,. to have a friendfliip founded on fuch a bafis ; that \vc could not oonfent to the 
•« colonel's acceptance of his prefent without the approbation of the court, of directors ; anil 
u that wc muft rcqucft> that he would not, in future, confer fuch donations on any of the Eng- 
u lifii chiefs.'^ Such was the fubftance of this letter, ask appears in the public records of 20th 
}uly, 1 767. The court of directors refufed their permiflion, and the teep was referred to the king* 
Mis mnjefty's receipt was immediately depofited among the records at Bengal. 

* Confideratibns, p. 33. f Confederations, p. 35. 

X Sue. our firft Chapter*. |. Appendix, p. 164. No. 52* 
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only paid during the war with Sujah al Dowlah *. He eftimates likewife the 
zemindary of Bulwant Sing at forty-five lacks, from which the company 
received, while in pofleflion, only twenty lacks, as the nabob of Oude 
had done before them. If this revenue was fo extremely improveable* 
why did not Mr. Bolts, a company's fervant refident upon the fpot, one 
intruded with the management, intimate his opinion to the council ? 

The eftimate of Mr. Bolts is mentioned merely for the purpofe of fhew- 
ing his difpofition to miflead. The fituation of the zemindary of Bul- 
want Sing would have made it a burthen, and not an advantage, to the 
company, as the reader will fully understand in his further progrefs. 

It would fatigue the moft patient attention to follow Mr. Bolts through 
all his mifreprefentations, very liberally fcattered in every page of his 
book. From the few inftances here given of his candor, the reader will 
judge of the credit due to his " Confiderations on India Affairs." It will 
neverthelefs be proper to take notice of thofe parts, in which he blends 
fome particular charges with much general inventive. After this, the 
reader would fcarcely pardon the omiffion, were I not to introduce this 
fturdy champion to his more intimate acquaintance. 

Mr. Bolts begins his ninth chapter with a (welling panegyric upon the" 
upright adminiftration of juftice, with the confequent encreafe of induftry, 
population, and commerce. He then very pioufly proceeds to blacken 
the characters of all concerned in the government, police, and adminiftra- 
tion of juftice in Bengal. According to his reprefentation, the governor 
and council are cruel tyrants, the courts of juftice are become engines of 
oppreflion, and the judges, fervilely complaifant to the ruling power, are: 
no longer the guardians of public or of private rights. 

Should a difcontcnted man collect fads for the purpofe of mifrepre-- 
fentation ? Should many circumftances be fupprefled to give a falfc colour- 
ing to others ? Should a work of this kind be given, to the wcrld; whem 

• Appendix, p. 162. No. jp 4 . 

many 
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many perfons concerned in thefe tranfa&ions, are at the diftance of iialf 
the globe; and when many now in England, not confcious of mifcon- 
du<St, had negle&ed to prefervc authentic vouchers, refpe&ing ordinary 
occurrences, amidft an infinite multiplicity of affairs ; it will not be ex- 
pected that I fhould follow fuch a writer through all his filth, induftrioufly 
collected. Should it however appear, that not the flighteft imputation 
can arife, unlefs to Mr. Bolts iiimfelf, from thofe relations of "real fads" 
which make the mod formidable appearance in his book, no one will 
think the requeft very unreafonable, if he be defired to fufpend at leaft 
his belief in thofe particulars, where fufEcient documents cannot be im- 
mediately procured. 

The cafe of Parfcek Arratoon, an Armenian merchant*, has been fc- 
le&ed for the purpofe of proving the entire and fubmiffive dependence of 
the mayor's court ; how ready the judges were to obey the nod of a gen 
vernor. Had the whole truth appeared, the reader muft have drawn an 
inference dire&ly contrary to the conclufion of Mr, Bolts, To give a co- 
lour to his charge, he reprefents Mr, Verelft and his partners as defirous 
of engrofling all the fait in that part of the country. The contrary is 
notorioufly true. Hundreds of others dealt in fait, and this very parcel 
was foon refold at a profit of two thoufand pounds. Yet thefe gentle- 
men, by an~ intemperate decifion of the mayor's court, hearing only the 
evidence of one party, are compelled to pay 7000 1. more than they them- 
felves had received. 

Mr. Verelft, upon entering into the more immediate charge of public 
, affairs as governor, found it neceflary to remit the care of his private 
affairs to others, and this, in particular, was entirely under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Lewis, who had an equal intereft f therein. The agents of 
Mr. Lewis bought a quantity of fait at Nattoor of fome black merchants, 
whofe property it appeared to be. A difpute arofe refpe&ing the de- 
livery, in which poffibly fome violence was ufed by both parties. The 



• Confiderations, p. 91. 

f As joint partner with Mr. Sykcs and Mr. Verelft. 
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affair, however, came before the cutcherry, where, " according to the 
" general pra&ice of the court, when not unduly interrupted, to have every 
" caufe determined by arbitrators, or umpires, chofen by the * parties," 
this matter was referred to five principal merchants, who gave their award 
in favour of the purchafer, declaring the contrad "a fair and legal bargain." 
Mr. Bolts afferts, that " the Armenian, fenfible that the price of fait 
" would rife, ordered his gomaftah to fatten up the warehoufe, and not 
" to fell t-" The Armenian was fo far from this difpofition, that his go- 
maftah had before been with Mr. Sykes, offering the fait to fale. He 
engaged to deliver it within a fortnight, and accepted part of the price 
in the prefence of witnefTes. A few days after, he applied to Mr. Sykes, 
and, by intreaties, prevailed upon him to relinquifh the bargain. The 
fame fait was then fold to the agents of Mr. Lewis for a larger fum. It 
is demonftrable that the full market price was here given, becaufe many 
parcels of fait were bought of European gentlemen, particularly of £ Mr. ' 
Marriott, then in council, about the fame time, at a greater diftance from 
the place of manufacture, and at a price fomewhat lower. Thus the 
tranfadlion ftands above all poffible imputation, becaufe no injuftice could 
have been committed againft European gentlemen, and the Armenian 
merchant had a yet better bargain. But the value of the commodity ftill 
rifmg in the market, the gomaftah of Parfeek Arratoon again defired to 
evade the delivery, upon which the reference above-mentioned took place, 
and an award was made in favour of the purchafer. 

The award being made, Coja Parfeek Arratoon then appeared, and 
claiming a property in the fait, which he alledged to have been forcibly 
taken from his gomaftahs, filed his bill in the mayor's court at Calcutta, 
to which Mr. Lewis § gave a full anfwer upon oath, denying every part 
of the charge. But before the witnefTes could come from Nattoor, the 
plaintiff had brought the caufe to a hearing upon ex parte depofitions. 
Mr. Verelft, thinking his chara&er as- well as property affeded by this 

•" Confidcrations, p. 80. f Ibid, p. 185. 

% This gentleman is now in England. J This Gentleman is likewifc in EnfrLmo. 

p-:o- 
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proceeding, wrote a note * to the mayor, praying to be indulged with" a 
proper time to produce his evidence; at the fame time acquainting hitti, 
that the court would probably be no more troubled with the fuit, as Pe- 
tFufe Arratoon (who afterwards became executor to Parfeek Arratoon, and 
at this time tranfa£ted his bufinefs) had propofed to refer their difpute to 
arbitration. So little was Mr. Verelft inclined to take any advantage, 
that although one award had been already made, Petrufe Arratoon did 
himfdf at the requeft of Mr. Verelft, choofe the arbitrators, and named 
Thomas Cooke and Jofeph Price for a fecond reference. In the mean 
time, bonds were drawn and executed by fome of the parties ; but Pe- 
trus Arratoon, diftrufting probably the juftice of his caufe, wanted to in- 
fert as a condition that Ins ivitnejfes only fhould be heard. To comply 
with his demand was impoflible. It was difficult to conceive the fource of 
fuch* a requeft, until his fubfequent condudt explained the myftery. 
Thinking he had obtained an advantage by fome irregularity in the ex- 
aminer of the court, who had taken the depofitions on the part of the 
defendant, he relinquifhed his former engagement, and urged the caufe to 
a decifion. A petition was prefented on the part of Mr. Verelft and his 
partners, praying that the error might be corre&ed, and the witnefles 
again brought to Calcutta at their expence f. Yet the mayor and alder- 
men refufed to comply with this very reafonable requeft, and proceeded 
to a decree upon the evidence folely of the plaintiff. Thus thefe gen- 
tlemen are now compelled to pay 7000 1. more than the fum for which 
they themfelves refold the fait. Here, moft certainly, no favour was 
fhewn; perhaps the reader may think that the rules of the court were 
ftrained even to the verge of injuftice. 

The author of Confiderations, not contented with this happy inftance 
of domineering power, produces another extraordinary cafe of Mr. 
Alexander Jephfon J, where the governor and council refufed to interfere 

• At the fame time Mr. Vercleft's attorney at law (Mr. Whittal) prepared a petition to the 

court. Appendix, p. 174. No. 61. ^ 

t Appendix, p. 175. No. 62. % Appendix to Confiderations, p, 43- No - ™> 

with 
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with the courts of juftice, Mr. Bolts has given us full proof, viz. the 
memorial of an angry man to the court of directors. The greater part 
of this ftory is fuch, that I, with Mr. De Grey *, " know not how to be- 
" lieve the parties, .concerned in tranfa&ing it, would admit it to be 
" true." The attorney-general was certainly right, in thinking that 
u feveral of the decrees as Jiated are erroneous, and might be appealed 
u from f;" but it remained for Mr. % Sayer to difcover, that a letter to 
the governor and council, complaining of an illegal arreft, without 1 
ftating the proceedings or decree of the court, was an aSlual appeal \ or 
that it could be criminal for the governor and council to acquaint Mr. 
Jephfon, in reply to his letter, that nothing but decrees regularly ap- 
pealed, are cognizable by them. Perhaps, in this inftance, they were 
better lawyers than Mr. Sayer. Be this as it may, the cafe is here men- 
tioned only for the purpofe of fhewing that the governor and council are 
not forward to interfere irregularly, or arrogate a fuperiority over the 
mayor's court at Calcutta. If Mr. Jephfon, inftead of appealing, chofe t 
to refift or fly from the officers of juftice, the governor and council adled 
with equal propriety in direding the commanders of the company's fhips 
not to countenance fuch an attempt, or receive Mr. Jephfon on board. 

Mr. Bolts, in his Confiderations, page 95, fays, a tradefman and in- 
habitant of Calcutta, named Gocul Sonar, "preferred his complaint'* 
againft one Nobekiffen, w at the court of the general quarter feflions 
held at Calcutta on the 4th of March 1767, in a petition to the grand 
jury, but without any fuccefs; for it was remarkable that the chief juf- 
tice, Harry Verelft, efq. then on the bench, getting the petition 
into his own hands from another juftice, to whom the former had de- 
*' livered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmifled the ju- 
" ries." 

On the 4th of March, Gocul Sonar did prefeflt his petition to the 
grand jury. When the petition was delivered into court, it became the 
duty of the juftices to decide whether they had authority to hear the caufe. 

• iScc his opinion, Appendix to Confiderations, p. 54. f Sec the fame opinion. 

X See Mr. Sayer's opinion, Appendix to Confiderations, p. 53. 

* E Upon 
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Upon deliberation they were all unanimoufly of opinion, that & criminal 
charge between the natives only, did not belong to the jurifdiftion of the 
feffions ; and accordingly referred the complaint to the court of zemindar^ 
before whom it was afterwards heard and determined. 

Without examining whether it was- originally the intention of his* 
majefty to fubjeft the natives, refiding within our • diftridts, to the cri- 
minal laws of Great Britain, it will be fufficient for the prcfent occafian* 
to fhew, that the charter of juftice will bear the conftru&ion here given 
to it, and that the juftices were led by confiderations of duty and hu- 
manity to adopt this interpretation; 

In civil matters, the charter contains an exception of fbits between na- 
tives only, unlefs both parties fhall fubmit the fame to the determination 
of the mayor's court. And although this charter,, granted the 26th of 
George II. at a time when we were wholly dependent upon the country 
government, is filent refpe&ing criminal matters, it was difficult for the 
gentlemen to believe that the lives of the natives fhould be lefs regarded 
than their property, or that juftice could authorize a trial by laws which 
the criminal could not poffibly underftand. 

In the year 1762, a native dete&ed one of his women in an adf of in- 
fidelity. Throughout the Eaft, women are wholly fubjedfc to the will of 
their mailers, and every hufband is the avenger of his own wrongs. 
The man therefore, fatisficd of her guilt, proceeded to punifhment, by 
cutting off her nofe. He was arraigned at the Calcutta feffions. He con- 
feffed the fad, but urged that he had done nothing to offend the laws and 
cuftoms in which he had been educated. That the woman was his pro- 
perty ; and that, by fuch cuftoms, he had a right to fet a mark upon her 
for her infamy. That he had never heard of the laws by which they tried 
him, but defired to put one queftion to the bench : Did they believe that if 
he had known the punifhment to be death, he would ever have committed 
what they now called a crime ? The man, notwithftanding this defence, 
was condemned and hanged; for if the court poflefs jurifdi&ion, they 

mull proceed according to the Engliih laws. 

Thus 
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"Thus an a& of parliament, which took its rife from an injury done td 
an Englifh •.* gentleman, may violate the fecret recefles of the haram, and a 
man t of the firft rank, charadler, and fortune, may fufFer a moft igno- 
minious f deaths for an ad which he is taught to believe undeferving cen> 
fure. The charge may be fupported by the teftimony of flaves, or even 
of the guilty woman. By this rule of evidence, thofe ties of domeftic 
fubjedion are broken, which a perfe&ion of civil polity (unknown in 
Afia) can alone properly relax* Manners here fupply . the defed of : la^r&. 
If the latter are not fufficiently perfed: to become an obje£t of men's af- 
fe&ions, they attach themfelves more ftrongly to the former; nor can 
we imagine the cuftoms relating to domeftic government, leaft facred in 
their eyes, fince thefe the continued habits of the individual, the laws and 
religion of the nation equally confpire to uphold, 

Thi6 fubjeft is more largely treated in the lafl: part of the prefent work. 
Let it therefore fuffice here to obferve, that the very few initances of pu- 
ni(hment.infli£ted by our courts, had fpread a general alarm, and pro- 
duced in the year 1765, a petition to the governor and council, ligned by 
the native inhabitants of Calcutta, praying, that they might not be fub- 
jedted to laws which to them were wholly unknown ^. 

A&uated therefore by honeft motives, the juftices unanimoufly referred 
the complaint of Gocul Sonar to the court of zemindar, and the buiinefs 
of the feffions being finiflied, the juries were called and difmifled. In 
this cafe, it would have been peculiarly improper for the feffions to have 
proceeded becaufe the accufation related to the exercife of judicial autho- 
rity in the <:aft cutcherry by Nobekiflen, affifted by the minifters of their 
religion §. 

* Sir John Coventry, in tbe time of Charles II, 

t The ancient moguls and nabobs would not permit any of the profeflbrs of Iflam to be 
hanged according to the Englifh cuftom, efteeming that too ignominious a death for a Maho* 
medan to fufFer. Confiderations, p. 8r. 

X Sed this petition, Appendix, p. 177. No. 63. 

§ Ail nations have their courts of ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion diftind from the adminiftration 
of civil juftice, in fome with a more limited, in others with more extenfive authority. The 
followers of Brama in Bengal have their caftcutcherries, or courts to take cognizance of all 
matters relative to the feveral cafts, or tribes of the Hindoo religion. Their religious purity de-i 

* E 2 It 



t* A VIEW OF THE ENGLISH 

It will I* now aecftfkry to follow Gocut Sonar, and his patron Mr. 
Bolts, to the court of the zemindar ; but firfi it may be proper to acquaint 
th<? reyfa ^ho this Nohkiflen was, and whence arofe the complaint 
agajnfthim. 

Nobekiflen is a native Hindoo, who had been extremely zealous in the 
$ngfcfh qaufe during the troubles preceding Meer Jaffier's elevation to the 
fubahdarry. When the war broke out with Meer Coffim, he attended 
major Adams, and continued with that commander till the fubhadar was 
driven out of the provinces. His addrefs, and attachment to the Engliflv 
recommended him to lord Give, who made him banyan to the committee,; 
in which office he continued the three years likewife of Mr. Verelft's go- 
vernment*. 

This man having charge of the caft cutcherry, one Ram, a goldfmith,. 
complained, that his mother and brother-in-law forcibly with-held his wife 
from him in their houfe, and not only refufed him admittance to fee her* 
but permitted another man to vifit her, which, if known, might endan- 
ger the lofs of his caft. The perfons were fent for, and the affair com- 
promifed to the apparent fatisfa&ion of ail parties. About twenty days 
afterwards^ this was made the fubjeS of an accufation againfl Nobekiflen ; 
and that (he crime might be capital by the Englifh law, the witneflefc 
readily fwore f to a fa&, of which, if true, they could have no know-. 

pends on the conftant obfervance of fuch numberlefs precepts, that the authority of thefe courts 
enters into the concerns of common life, and is, confequently, very extend ve. A degradation, 
from the caft) by their fentence, is a fpecies of excommunication, attended with the mod dread- 
ful effects, rendering the offender an outcaft from fociety. But as the weight of the punifliment 
depends merely upon the opinion of the people, it is unneceflary to fay that it cannot be inflicted 
by the Englifh governor (as Mr. Bolts aflerts,. p. 83.) unlefs the mandate of a governor could 
~ inftantly change the religious fentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once degraded 
be reftored, but by the general fuffrage of his own tribe, the fanclion of the Bramins, (who 
are the head tribe) and the fuperadded concurrence of the fupreme civil power. See the laft 
feftion of Mr. Verelft's Inftruftions to the fupravifors, an article in the Appendix. 

* Mr. Bolts is miftaken when he aflerts that Nobekiflen wa banyan to the governor. This 
nomination only implied his being an agent for the committee in political tranfa&ions with the 

country powers. 

f They fwore that their filler was carried away and violated, although, according to their 
own. relation, they were abfent when, flic is fupgofed to have been taken away. 

ledge*, 
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ledge, the fubfcquent rape of their fitter. The juftices in quarter-feffions 
referred the complaint to the court of the zemindar. Mr. Bolts attend* 
ing, a paper, which he declared himfelf to have tranflated, was pro- 
duced, and delivered as the depofition of Gocul Sonar. Mr. Bolts was. 
defirous that Kifno Sonar, the brother, fhould fwear generally to the 
truth of the written paper ; but this compendious method of giving tes- 
timony, not meeting with the approbation of Mr. Ffloyer * the zemin- 
dar, the witnefs was compelled to fubmit to an examination, in which he 
materially differed from his brother. Several witneffes were likewife ex- 
amined on the part of the accufed, and proved the relation before given 
of the affair, intirely to the fatisfadion of Mr. Ffloyer, " who reported, 
as his opinion, " that it was an accufation malicioufly invented to de- 
" preciate the character of Nobekiffcn, there not being a fingle circum- 
u ftance in the depofitions that can create a fufpicion of his having had 
" the informants fitter at his houfef." 

Mr. Bolts muft excufe me if I cannot believe that the information^ 
which he has given the public m his Confiderations, page 96, dated 
the 20th of May, 1767, was ever fobfcribed by Mr. Ffloyer ; be~ * 
eaufe Mr. Ffloyer mentioned his error the next day to Mr. Verelfty, 
who was abfent from Calcutta fome weeks before the 20th of May, and 
did not return till long after. Mr. Ffloyer, in his minute publifhed by 
Mr. Bolts $, written fome months after the tranfatftion, fays, " thefe were 
•* depofitions taken before him, fitting as zemindar, in confequence of the 
M reference from the quarter fcffions," and his report of that trial is dated 
the 17th of March, thirteen days after the petition to the grand jury- 
For the truth of his aflertion he refers § to the records and officers of the* 
court, " who were the only perfons made ufe of by him during the: 
4C whole courfe of the enquiry.'* Had Mr. Ffloyer aflerted a falfehood,, 
the means of detection were abundant. The miftake therefore muft have* 

• A genOeman now in England. 

t See his report, Appendix*, p. 182U in which Mr. Ffloyer, refers to the depofitions, in fup* 
port of his opinion. 

t Conlu'erations, p. 98. in a note at the bottom. 

§ Mc Filoyer was moil grohably, at ibis time* no longer zemindar, exhers fucceeding inv 
turn*. 

been: 
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been made long before, and it will fcarce be thought probable the fame 
fliould be repeated on the 20th of May. Mr, Bolts,, in copying the mi* 
xiute, has not given us the month in which the error is faid to have been 
.committed, and would have the reader infer, that the minute relates to 
his information of the 20th of May, though the contrary (the ftory being 
.fairly told) is apparent from every line. 

This was not the (ingle attempt made againft the life of Nobekiflfen, 
A bramin was prevailed upon, by promifes of money, to charge him with 
violating his wife, " to add (as the parties exprefs themfelves) a -link to 
" the chain." They proceeded even to threaten the life of the woman, 
who, declaring fhe never would ruin an innocent perfon, revealed the 
defign to Nobekiflen. The truth of this infamous tranfaftion was evinced 
by the confeffions of the bramin, and one of the feducers, Ramfonar 
Gofe, by the teftimony of the wife, and of two other witnefles. 

To underftand the affair of Ramnaut it will be neceflary to dire& the 
reader's attention to what pafled previous to this man'-s complaint, which 
Mr. Bolts thinks " foreign to his purpofe to relate." The oppreflions 
committed by thofe who took upon themfelves the character of Englifh 
agents, are, in other parte of this work, fufficiently explained. The ti- 
midity of the public officers, and incapacity of the country government to 
reprefs this growing evil, had compelled the governor and council, on va- 
rious occafions, to make the abufe of Englifh influence the fubje£t of 
their enquiries. The neceffity of their interference cannot be better 
evinced, than by informing the reader that it was not uncommon for 
many, particularly the Armenians, to call themfelves the gomaftahs or ageriU 
of Englifh gentlemen, without any authority from their fuppofed principal: 5 
and fuch was the dread of our power, that even the neighbouring pcinces 
would rarely venture to check the diforders hereby occafioned, without 
firft making application to our government. 

The reader who will carry in his mind the diflin&ion arifing between 
the Englifh agent and the native, from the want of a controuling power 
over the former, will readily conceive the nature of that fair, vpen, and 



* • 
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vrvrejirained trade, in favour of which Mir. Bolts fo vehemently declaims ; 
and alfo of thofe numberlefs oppreffions,, groaning under which Mr. 
Bolts accumulated, in the fpace of fix years, a larger fortune * than 
many gentlemen who have refided twenty years in India, and filled the 
higheft .ftations in the company's fervice. . 

It was a great point of policy among all concerned in this unreftrairied 
trade, to deter the governor and council from animadverting upon the 
conduct of their agents, particularly within the province of Bengal, 
where .the debility of the country government opened ftill fairer profpedtf 
of advantage. Mr.; Bolts, upon thefe occaiions, drftinguifhed himfelf as 
the great leader. of fedition,' and no fooner was Ramnaut proved to have 
committed more than ordinary violence, than he -became this gentleman'* ; .. 
f* agent, confidant .and. friend* 

In the year 1765, complaints were made by the inhabitants of Maulda, 
and the adjacent country, of cruelties and oppreffions committed by' this 
man, of a nature fhocking to humanity. Not only depredations on pro- 
perty, but various means of torture were ufed for the purpofe of efffefl:- 
;ng his interefted defigns. Many particular crimes being proved by the 
oaths of witnefles, as likewife by the confeffion of Ramnaut himfelf $, 
the council direfted him to be imprifoned, until fatisfa&ion fhould be 
made to the perfons injured. The fruitful brain of this man foon de^ 
vifed the means of his releafe. He pretended that he was only the agent 
of an Englifh gentleman ; that nothing had been done without the direc- 
tion of his mafter, who had received the money ; and that he was utterly 
unable to make fatisfadion, unlefs he firft recovered the money from that 
gentleman^ Undertaking to fatisfy thofe he had wronged, Ramnaut was difc 

• According to his own account 90,000 1. Prefece to Confiderafions, p. 12. Mr. Bolts 
arrived in Bengal in the fummcr of the year 1 760, and refigned the company's fervice in No* 
member 1766 ; during which time he was only a junior fervant, and far below the rank ofcoun«H 
cil in the prefidehcy. 

t The great intimacy fubfifting between them appears from Confideratrons, p. 99, to 104. 
Mr. Bolts is defired to fecure his effe&s to become refponfible for payment of money, -&c. 
% The particulars appear upon die records of the company. 

charged 
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charged from confinement * to profecute a fuit commenced in the Mayor's 
court. After much time elapfcd, it evidently appeared, that he never had any 
ferious intention to proceed in his a&ion ; but while at liberty he had devifed 
another trick, which he hoped would intereft the governor in the fafety of 
his fortunes. He purchafed, in July 1 766, a quantity of fait, which had been 
confignedto Mr. Barwell, near Maulda, in November 1765, on the account 
of Mr. Verelft, who was then difpofing of his mercantile property in the coun- 
try ; and became afterwards farther indebted on the fale of fome boats. 
The purchafe was made in the name of Bogwendafs, and it was not 
before 25th Odober, 1766, that Mr. Verelft was informed, in a letter from 
Mr. Barwell, that Ramnaut had intereft therein f ; finding thefe evafions 
infufficient, in April 1767, he applied by letter to the governor, for 
leave to " lay his cafe before the juries at the next feffions," now for the 
firft time accuiing Nobekiflen of extorting money from him during his 
former confinement. He received afTurances that the ftri&eft juftice 
fhould be done him ; but as the affair of Gocul Sonar, and alio the ftory 
of the bramin's wife, juftified every precaution, he was confined by a 
guard in his own houfe " to prevent his being tampered with, and in- 
" ftrudted in his evidence, until he could be examined by the committee $." 
This patted on the 1 5th of April. When he was examined on the 1 8th f 
the falfehood of the whole charge became evident beyond a poffibility of 
doubt. The demand of money was made by a man, whom he had never 
feen before or fince ; whofe name he had heard, but did not remember* 
He gave Nobekiflen a ring, valued at 14,200 rupees, yet could not pro- 
duce a fingle witnefs who had feen this ring in his poffeffion j and the 

• Where an European was concerned, the council thought it neceffary to proceed with cau* 
lion, and remit the affair to the ordinary courts of juftice, who had not fufficient power to re- 
prefs the evil. Had this charge againft Mr. Gray been true, the mayor's court could only have 
obliged him to refund the money, and the penal jurifdiftion of the court of fefiions extends 

little beyond the limits of Calcutta. 

t Ramnaut had applied to Mr. Verelft, in the month of Auguft, for his intereft in procur- 
ing leave for his return to Maulda, on account of a (hare he had in the purchafes made of that 
gentleman by Bogwandafs. This pretence Mr. Verelft then confidered as a mere artifice to ob : 

tain his releafe. . 

. J See this letter in Confiderations, p. 100, 101. This was not a fubjeft of enquiry before 
that court, to which he wifhed to fubmit it ; but had the complaint been founded in truth, the 
committee could have done him ample juftice, and punilhed the offending party. 

man, 
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man, of whom it was bought, equally unknown, was gone to Dehly. 
The money was given in private. His fervant, who carried another fum 
in gold Mohurs to Nobekiflen, was gone to Maulda. He had related this 
tale to his own fervants, and many others j yet not one perfon could he 
name. He had been preffed for the payment of his debts, pleaded po- 
verty ; yet never mentioned thefe extortions by which it was occafioned. 
Afraid to complain at the time, he had ventured to do this at the diftance 
of a year and half, although his enemy continued in his former employ- 
ment. * He had not even mentioned the fubjed: before the 5th of April 
to his friend Mr. Bolts, who then drew his paper of complaint. 

Nobeldflen was now called. The examination of Ramnaut being read 
in the prefence of both, Nobekiflen remarked the inconfiftencies of his ac- 
curer, and pointed out the means by which foch * a tranfaftion might be 
proved, if it had ever exifted. He then concludes his defence in thefe words, 
" after he had (as he pretends) corrupted me with more than the fum 
iC he was ordered to refund, he was ftill fubjeft to the demand ; 
" whereas, by a proper application of his money, he might have ferved 
" every purpofe without my afliftance. What probability, gentlemen, 
u is there in this ftory ? You are the judges." Ramnaut having heard 
the defence, contented himfelf with declaring, that he could not prove 
any circumftances, as the whole tranfa&ion was carried on with the 
greateft privacy. 

Tired with his artifices, the committee, at length, ordered this man to 
be delivered over to the country government, that he might be compelled 
to make fatisfa&ion to the perfons he had injured ; and the governor gave 
particular directions not to moleft him on account of his own debt, 
which ftill remains in part unpaid f. Yet, upon no better evidence than a 
fuppofed letter from this Ramnaut, does Mr. Bolts derive a charge againft 

• Money tranfa£tions in this country are of a nature not to be concealed. All payments are 
in fpecie. A man of any confequence has a number of people about him, through whofe 
hands it paflcs, and by whom his accounts are kept. Thefe Nobekiflen defued to have called, 
as ivo receipt} or payment, could be made unknown to tbtm. 

t Appendix, p. 200. 

* F Mr, 
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Mr. Verelftj but it is the perpetual misfortune of the two friends* 
Mr. Bolts and Ramnaut, that no one can give credit to their accufations, 
without fuppofmg a general combination againft them. 

Another complaint is of violence done to " certain Armenian mer- 
" chants, of eftablifhed credit and reputation, who, like many hundreds 
" of others, had been long eftablifhed in India, and were at this time 
" peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile bufinefs in the 
" dominions of the nabob Sujah al Dowlah *." The truth is, that the per- 
fons here fpoken of, were the f agents of Mr, Bolts, and acknowledged 
by him as iiich in his letter to the feled: committee about this period ; 
although Mr. Bolts having been indulged with time for near two years 
after his refignation of the fervice, and affifted in colle&ing his effe&s* 
had repeatedly promifed, particularly the year J before, not to engage in 
any farther concerns in the country. Inftances of the like inconfiftency 
are not unfrequent with the author of Confiderations. Mr. Bolts, in 
Bengal, makes an extravagant ufe of the Englifh influence, and endea- 
vours, by every artifice of fi&itious rumours and deceitful correfpond- 
ence, to increafe his own importance, together with that of his agents* 
for the purpofe of private emolument, in a manner injurious to the 
company, dangerous to our pofleffions, and deftru&ive of the peace 
of the country § : n&y, in an iaformation delivered at the quarter feffion* 
at Calcutta, upon oath, he there denominates himfelf " a, loyal fub- 
" jecl of Great Britain." Yet, when he is called upon by the Englifh 
Eaft India Company to anfwer for an interference with their exclu- 
five trade to India, their zealous and devoted fervant is not afhamed 
to plead, that as an alien " he is not the object of thofe laws made for 
the protedion and fecurity of that company in whofe fervice he went firft 

* Confiderations, p. 106. 

t Mr. Bolts, according to his own declaration, before the committee of the boufe of com- 
mons, had one hundred and fifty of thefe agents; fuch were « the merchants of ejlablijhed credit 
and refutation" 

% In his letter to the fclefl: committee, dated February 1 1, 1767, entered on the proceedings 
the third of March following, Mr. Bolts has the following words, " I aj/ure you, gentlemen, upon 
•■ my honor , that I have not lately, andjhallnot enter into any new inland concerns \ and that I Jhall hold 
Ai none, but fuck as I have already been femetime engaged in" Apftpndix, p. J 94. No. 100. 

5 Appendix, p. 204, &c. particularly No. 115. 

to 
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t6 India: A plea which the Court of Exchequer in England treated with 
the contempt it deferred. In Bengal Mr. Bolts makes his black fervant 
fign the new covenants with his name, hoping thereby to evade the 
obligation. This being difcovered, he applies with abject meannefs to the 
fub-fecretaryy Mr. Baber, clandeftiftely to deliver the covenants fo ex- 
ecuted, out of the public office, for the exprefs purpofe, as he then de- 
clared, of re-executing the fame*. The reafon given by Mr. Bolts for his 
firft default, is curious. It feems he had taken an oath not to fign co- 
vfenitnts. Befog dcte&ed, he was neverthelefs eager to violate this facred, 
though voluntary, obligation. Yet he now attempts to juftify his con- 
dud, becaufe a lawyer has lately corrected his former error, by inform- 
ing him, that his fignature, being made with his confent, muft be con- 
sidered as his own aft. 

In the fame fpirit is conceived the account given of the Armenian 
merchants. He reprefents the general orders to have been particularly 
dire&ed againft certain individuals, " greatly interfering with the private 
" views of the governor and fome of the council f :" yet Mr. Bolts knew 
thefe to have been only a repetition of the like orders, ineffectually 
iffued, in confequence of reiterated commands from home J j and that the 
governor, in fad, was neither diredly nor indiredly engaged in trade, 
from which he was reftrained by a folemn oath, and by a bond with a, 
large penalty §. The author of Cbnfiderations affirms, that all Armenians 
were prohibited from trading or tranfporting merchandize out of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. He well knew that experience of 
the turbulent, intriguing fpirit of thefe people || during Meer CofTim's 
government of Bengal, and the frequent complaints of Sujah al Dowlah, 

* Mr. Saber's affidavit, Appendix, p. 209. No. 126. Vide alio No. 152. 

+ ConGderations, p. 106. 

t Vide -Appendix from )p. 179. If the dates of the feveral orders of the directors and of the 
refolutioris of *he council and committees thereupon be attended to, it will appear that the fen* 
timents of all parties both at home and abroad have been the fcine upon this fubjeft. 

§'The jrarchafe of diamonds for the remittance of the governor's private fortune to Europe, 
and for that purpofe only, is excepted in the oath. This however has no relation to the trade 
mentioned by Mr. Bolts. 

|| The Armenians refemble Europeans in activity and vigour both of mind and body, for 
this reafon, they were employed in the moll important offices, civil and military, by Meer 
Coflim. For the fame reafons they were the propcreft inftruments for our traders. 

* F 2 had 
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had proved them fo capable of embroiling us with the neighbouring 
powers* by ufurping the name of Englifh agents, and abufing the in- 
fluence thereby obtained, that it became necefiary to confine the com- 
merce out of the provinces, to fuch as, difclaiming the Englifh protec- 
tion, were contented to be wholly fubje£t to the laws of that country 
wherein they refided. The condudt of fome Armenians would have jus- 
tified a general prohibition ; but the truth is, that thofe who would 
traffick upon thefe terms, were never interrupted. The reader who will 
recollect the numerous evils produced by the private trade of the com- 
pany's fervants, and abufe of the Englifh power during Meex Coflim's 
adminiftration, will not be furprifed to find Sujah al Dowlah expreffing 
the moil extreme folicitude, that the like pra&ices might never prevail 
in his dominions. At the fame time, he was cautious, of ifluing any or- 
ders, which might create the fmalleft fufpicion of a difagreement be- 
tween him and us ; nor would he take any meafure which might poffibly 
offend the Englifh gentlemen, but in conjunction with our government* 1 .. 
He was extremely defirous that whatever was done refpedting Englifh 
agents, fhould be wholly the a& of the governor and council ; but when 
thefe' gentlemen, apprehenfive of ill confequences to themfelves, where 
they had no legal authority, declined a direct interpofition, he yet in-- 
lifted that our people fhould be the immediate inftruments in an a£fc 
which otherwife might wear an hoftile appearance. Accordingly, thefe 
Armenian gomaftahs were feized by our fepoys under the direction of 
Sujah al Dowlah's officers.. 

Soon after the recovery of Calcutta, the fubfequent defeat of Serajah al 
Dowlah, and the eftablifhment of Meer Jaffier, the power, of the Englifh 
traders in Bengal was feverely felt by the natives, and greatly contributed 
to the diftreffes of Meer Jaffier's government, which, in the year 1760,, 
afforded a pretence for a new revolution in favour of Meer Coflim. This . 
evil continued rapidly to increafe, and in the year 1762, Mr. Haftings,, 
in a letter to the governor, exhibits a truly deplorable pi&ure of the 
country. " I beg leave to lay before you a, grievance, which calls loudly 
44 for redrefs. I mean the oppreffions committed under the fanftion of 
44 the Englifh name, and through want of fpirit in the nabob's fubje&s 

• Appendix, p. 186. No. 82. 

" tQ 
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. * to ©ppofe them, This evil, I am well affufecl, is n<Jt confined to our 
" dependents alone, but is praftifed all over the country by people af- 
" fuming the habits of our fepoys, and calling themfelves our gomaftahs. 
" As, on fuch occafious, the great power of $he> Jinglifh icitimidates ; the 
" people from refiftance, fo, on the other hand,, the incjblence ^of the 
u Bengalees, or the difficulty of gaining accefs to thpfe who might do 
u them juftice, prevents our having knowledge of the oppreflions, and 
" encourages their continuance, to the great, though unmerited, fcandal 
cc of our government.. >< ; >> 

" Ihave been furprifed to meet with feveral EngUfh flags, flying in 
44 places which I have paffed,' and on the river I do not believe that I 
" paffed a- boat withbut one. By whatever title they have been aflumed 
a (for I could- only truft to the information of my eyes, . without flopping 
" toafk queftions) I am fure their frequency can bode ho good to the 
" nabob's revenues, the quiet of the country, or honour of our nation, but 
" evidently tends to leflen each: of them. 

" A- party of fepoys who* were on- the march before us,' afforded fuf- 
a ficient proofs of the rapacious and infblent fpirit of thofe people, when 
" left to their own difcretion; Many complaints againft them were made 
<c me on the road, and moft of the petty* towns and ferais were deferted at 
" our approach* and the fhops fhut up, from apprehenflons of the fame 
" treatment from us." 

The fubahdar Meer Coffim, about the fame time, complains that the Eng- 
lifh agents plundered his people, injured and difgraced his fervants, and ex- 
pofed his government to contempt. They bad eftablifhed numerous factories, 
and fetting up the Englifh colours, oppreffed: the ryots, or hufbandmen, the 
merchants, and people of the country. . " Every Bengal. gomaftah makes 
" a difturbance at every factory, and thinks himfelf not inferior to the 
" company. In every purgunnah, . every village, and every factory, ..they 
w buy and fell fait, beetle-nut, ghee, rice, ftraw, bamboos, fifh, gunnils, 
w ginger, fugar, tobacco, opium, ,. and many other things more than I 
* can write, and which I think it needlefs to mentionv. They forcibly 
" take away the goods and commodities . of . the ryots, merchants* &c. 

" for 
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" for a fourth part of their Vahie, and, hy ways of violence and op- 
< c preffions, they oblige the ryots* &c. to give five rupees for goods 
" which are worth but one rupee j iand, for the fake of five rupees, they 
" bind and difgrace an aflaftimee, who pays one hundred rupees mal- 
" guzarree "*, and they allow not any authority to my fervants ; the of- 
" ficers of every diftriCt have defifted from the exercife of their func- 
" tions ; and every one of thefe gomaftahs has fuch power, that he im- 
" prifons the cdHedor, and deprives hiln of all authority whenever he 
« pleafes." 

Such was the ftate of the country, which proved the imimediate caufe 
of our war with Meer Coflim; immediate, for as there could be no 
choice, but of abfolute dominion, or intire fubjedtion, he had certainly 
refolved, from his firjft acceflion, to redfift the power of the Englifl^ and, 
in lefs than three years, had well nigh obtained that independence, to 
which all the meafures of his government were evidently direded. 

Mr. Boks arrived in India in the year 1760, and we foon find him a 
principal figure amidft the groupe of traders. The extent to which this 
gentleman engaged, and the moderation with which he condwftcd him- 
felf, will be beft known from his fortune of ninety thoufaiid pounds, 
gained within fix years, together with the extreme eagernefs with -which 
he endeavoured, upon all occafions, to degrade the authority of the go- 
vernment, and prevent any effe&ual protection being given to the na- 
tives f. 

Among the private perfon6 who ufurped the office of their fuperiors, 
Mr. fioltt was very early diftinguiflied, who wrote in his own name to 
the ibuzdar of Pumea J, threatening the nabob's officers with the effeft 
of the Englifh power. Mr. Vanfittart § obferves* " of courfe^very merchant 
" will take the fame authority ;" and very juftly adds, " that this intire 

* The rents, or land-tax. 

t Appendix, p. 203. No. 114, and p. 208. No. 124, &c. &c. 

J In the year 1762. See Mr, Vanftttart's Narrative, Vol. II. p. 209. Append!*, p. 19T. 

N. 94* 

§ Set Mr. Tarifittart's Minute, in his Narrative, p. 250. Vol. II. 

" level- 
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" levelling and equality will not be for the good of the company's af- 
« fairs * " 

To level all diftin&ions, to intimidate the governor and council, and, 
by clamour, to confine them within the ftri& letter of laws, calcu- 
lated for a very different ftate of fociety, has ever been the conftant ob- 
jedl of thofe, who, from motives of private intereft, wiihed to abufe 
that influence which the name of Englifhman was alone fufficientto confer* 

Notwithftanding Mr. Bolts was reprimanded by order of tlie court of 
dire&ois in the general letter to Bengal, received in July 1764 j~; yet, in 
the year 1765, we find him exercifing ^ fummary jurifdi&ion in his 
own caufe, and confining a merchant for three days, whom, at length 
he was compelled to reieafe. He was foon after this, fufpended from hia 
appointment at Benares, but the trade of a country, yet unexhaufted, 
was too lucrative to be eafily relinquifhed. 

The November following, Mr. Bolts refigned his ftation in the fervice* 
and was about this time ele&ed an alderman and judge of the mayor's court 
in Calcutta. Here therefore commences "his furious zeal for reformation, 
ajad, in tiie beginning of the next year, he was actively engaged in the 
complaint againft Nobekiffen, which ended with little honour to the au- 
thor*. The public concerns of Mr. Bolts never intruded upon his pri- 
vate cares > and infinite arts were tried to prevent a difmiffion of his 
agents from the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah. The great diftance 
from Calcutta gave to falfehood the weight of truth. Various rumours 
were therefore propagated* which Mr. Bolts endeavoured § to fupport 
by his correfpondence. At one time, Mr. Bolts was returning to Benarea 
with the moft extenfive powers* At another time, thefe people were 

* Mr. Bolts teH$ us (Confederation* p. 81.) that u the governor, by the eftabliihed rule of 
-1 the company's fervice, is the perfon to whom all correfpondence, by letter or otherwife, with 
** the -country powers b committed, and the only perfon in the fervice to whom fuch correfpon- 
*« dence of any fort is allowed. " One of the many reafons for Mr. Bolts being fentto England, 
though very low in the fervice, was his arrogating to himfelf this ejlabltjkid authority of a' go- 
vernor. 

t See the extratt of this letter, Appendix, p. 192. No. 95. 

% This appears from his own letters entered in the confutations of the council in February, 
1766. $ Appendix, p. 204. No. 115. 

taken 
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taken' into Mr. Rumbold's fervicfe, and a letter was on the road frorti 
the council, that none fhould be licenfed as Englifh agents but them-* 
felves. While fuch arts were employed to influence the mind of the 

• * ■ ■ 

nabob of Oude, the war upon the Coaft had drained the treafury of Ben- 
gal, and the moft alarming accounts were iridiiftrioufly fpread of the 
inftabHity of the company's affairs. Allured by the tempting occafioji, 
Sujah al Dowlah began to liften to the voice of ambition. Coja * Ra- 
fael, for the fake of intelligence, was taken into his fervice, through the 
influence of Meer Mufhallah (formerly phyfician to Meer Coflim, and, 
at this time, retained by the nabob of Oude) who likewife correfponded 
with our patriot at Calcutta f. When the ftorm blew off, the dread of our 
power revived. Sujah al Dowlah, again regarding the Englifh agents as 
a fource of contention, applied to our commanding officer at Allah-abad, 
for their removal j and both parties, being now equally fincere*, it was 
foon effe&ed J. 

, That Mr. Bolts was a party to thefe pra&ices cannot be doubted, when 
the reader is informed of a confidential letter written by that gentleman 
to Mpnfieur.Gentil, a Frenchman, high in Sujah al DowlahY confidence, 
in which, he fays, " I have written a letter to the nabob, to ifrhom I b^g 
" you will give my humble refpe&s. There is arrived an Englifh Europe 
" flap, and another French one. The affairs of our company are in 
" great agitation before the king and parliament of England ; and accord- 
" ing to the letters I have received, there is a great probability that my 
" partner Mr. Johnftone will come put governor on the part of the king ||." 

Such was the conduft of Mr. Bolts and his agents, which produced at 
length the removal of the latter from the territories of Oude ; and after, 
every other expedient had been tried to reclaim a man, who appeared 
determined to facrifice all public duties to his own interefted purfuits, and, 

who had actually prefented to the grand jury an information againft th* 

■ 

• Mr. Bolts' agent, now in England. 

t Appendix, p. 189. No. 88. p. 203. No. 113. and p. 204. No. 115. 

J Appendix, p. 189. No. 82. 

|| Appendix, p. 203. No. 114. 

go- 
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« » 

governor , council, and commander m chief, for endeavouring to refbain> 
h» pesrnidous pra&ices, Mr> Bolts himfelf wla$ fent to England. Inftcad 
•6f^mnifhing.Coja Gregory and Johannes Padne Rafael #% they defer Ved, 
fuch was the idle lenity of our government, that they immediately re- 
ceived their liberty, and every affiftance was offered to colled: their effe&s, 
an afliftance probably unnecef&ry, as they chofe to depart for Europe 



!'i 



Thtit the meaferes of 6ur government were fufficiently vigorous and 
decifive upon this, as upon other occafiocis^ it might be difficult to prove; 
but, when Mr. Bolts had been indulged with near two years, after his 
refignation of the fervice, to collect his effe&s ; when the public authority 
had been employed, and letters written by the governor to Bulwant Sing, 
and the nabob of Oude, requesting their affiftance for the fettlemcnt * of 
his affairs ; it was furely no very ruinous oppremon to fend away that 
gentleman by force* whom the moft folemn promifes, repeatedly given* 
could mrt engage voluntarily to depart for Europe. The governor and 
council were indeed criminal. It wa* criminal for a moment to fuffer 
the refidence of a man, who, iadepeadent of other demerits, had cor- 
refponded wkh every rival* and €v*ry enemy of the company j who had 
engaged with Mr. Vernet, the Dwsb governor, to monopolize the cloth* 
trade of Dacca f; who had feaadllo&fly evaded the execution of covenant?, 
which, as a fervant of the company, he was bound to fubftribe J } who 
had attempted one, and adhially fucceeded in feducing another, inferior 
fervant, to betray his truft, in delivering papers out of the office ; who 
had, from his firft arrival in India, carried on a trade definitive to the 
peace of the country ; who, in fupport of this trade, had threatened the 
officers of the Nabob ||, and had iffued his proclamation in the ftile of a 
fovereign § ; whofe agents, by their intrigues in the dominions erf Sujah al 
Dowlah, and by falfe intelligence received from their mafter, had endan- 
gered the peace of India 1f. To fuffer fuch a man in Bengal, was furely 

* Sec extradb of the preGdent's letter, Appendix, p. 195. No. 103, 104. 
•+ Appendix, p. 196. No. 108. 
t Appendix, p. 209. No. 125, 126. 
J Appendix, p. 101. No. 94. 
§ Appendix, p. 208. No. 124. 
f Appendix, p. 7, 186. No. 82, 88, 93, 113, 115. 

* G criminal. 
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criminal. But if fuits are now commenced in our courts of law, if pe- 
titions are prefented to the houfe of commons, and unwarrantable pre-* 
judices are induftrioufly fomented, what might we exped, had ample 
juftiqe been done to the company and to the nation ? 

Enough has been feid to fhew that the evils complained of ux Bengal* 
have arifen rather from the inability of the governor and council to 
reftrain the daring and pernicious projects of private intereft in others, 
than from a rapacious fpirit in themfelves. Had the higher fervants of 
the company, as the author of Cbnfiderations would wifli us to believe* 
been alone the oppreflbrs of Bengal*, the evil could not. have ex* 
tended far. But when the rapacity of all who aflume the Englifh name* 
is let loofe upon a harmlefs and inoffenfive race of men ; when every at- 
tempt of the governor and council to reftrain thefe lawlefs traders, is re~ 
prefented as a violation of property, and infringement of thofe laws by 
which only Europeans can be governed; ajid when this fpirit, fupported 
by interefted men, proceeds fo far, that the governor* council, and com r . 
• mander in chief, are prefented to the grand jury as. confpirators againfl: 
the life and fortune of an individual ; we muft not be furprized if gen r 
tlemen relax fomewhat in the exercife of new, unknown, and quef r 
tiohable powers, however neceffary to the welfare or ftfety of the pror 
vince. 
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A general View of the Affairs of Bengal from the 1 Capture 
of Calcutta, iii 1757, to the Grant of the fifewahriy'to 
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the India Company, in 1765. '■' . . ... * . 

■ • 

i 

[T HJE N a portrait is prefe^ited ♦ to our view, : . tliofo . acquainted with 
the original readily, propejunpe upon the degree of (ifliilitude in 
the copy. They eafily perceive the whole to be unlike, and can even dis- 
cover where the fmaller traits of truth, in particular parts, are made fub- 

.... . . r 

fervient to the purpofes of falfhbod; yet would it be difficult to make a 
~by^-ftander comprehend the manner in ^phich each feature -Was perverted. 
I havfe neverthdefs endeavoured to prove, in the introdu&Orf difeburfe 
prefixed, that the picture which Mr. Bolts has exhibited of Bengal man- 
ners bears no refemblance to the real ftate of affairs, or t6 . the condtia of 
thofe concerned. After all, perhaps, the- beft means of deteding mif- 
' reprefentation, is to contraft it with a faithful likenefs. To delineate juftly 
the fubjeft, fhall therefore be my next attempt. 

The reader muft not, however* ' expe& a laborious detail. It . is more 
'confident with the defign of this work,; to give a general tti^p of the 
country, leaving to others the tafk of tracing the more minute divifions. 
To afford a compendious view of the Britifh affairs in Bengal, the fir-ft 
chapter will contain a fhort hiftorical deduction ;. becaufe in this flux of 
events, the reader will difcover thofe fituations to which the conduct of 
men muft refer, and by which alone their merits can juftly be tried. 

The neceffity of an exclufive company, the expediency of uniting the 
Commerce, the political power, and the revenues in the fame hands, are 
fo evident from confidering the diftance of the countries, the genius of 

* G 2 the 
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the inhabitants, and the nature of die trade, and jare fo fully evinced by: the 
experience of other European nations* that he who wants convi&ion upon 
thefe firft principles, may relinqdUh A\ "fetter inquiry. To fuch men thi* 
work cannot be addrefled. Yet even thefe may be informed, that the ex- 
cKeguef yeeehres annually four fifths of the^rofits 'gained by the company y, 
the proprietor* of Eaft India fleck one fifth ; while the property of the latter 
tos been employed in fuftaining the power of Great Britain* and wrefting 

* ■ 

all ddminion from her enemies in Afia : that if the company ha* ctecaiion- 
'ally obtained the prote&ion due to every fubjeft from the ftate, it has like- 
wife given an alfiftance ^vhich no-other 'ftibjea:* ctttrid afford, has layiflied: 
its Wn wealth, and ; HflbedT its fcvtoi fefcurity in * national contefts, ia 
Wh&h' Shi ^cyrnpany^slritclrtfts weit bf ko means-' involved. 

■ * • i 

.The ambHidi* of the ftjeach firft drew the Eqgliui fnto the field.. Jhe 
itruggJes maint«ae«fc for sn«ny years upoa 4he ,co*ii of CcuromandeJj , pre- 
dated ft frtGOi'm the «ond»a «f <wbich ^kujeiiClive badfcecp eminently 
di^nguHhedf. Upon the capture of Calcutta, in the year 1 7 57, he was,, 
without regard, to his rank, unanimously chofen for the co mm a nd of 
that expedition, which, to feftbre the company's affair* in Bengal,, ,wa& 
immediately undertaken. The tranfa&ions of this, period have been, al- 
ready related by X others. Let it feffice here to obierve* that Calcutta was 
retaken, and Serajah al Dowlah concluded a peace with the Englifh, which* 
through the timid irtidbhitioa of the Nabob, and the ability of our com- 
manders, AdtaiialWatfon and cokmd CHve, was happily improved to the 
deftmaion of the French fettlement at Oiandernagore. Certain intelligence 
was afterwards received of Serajah al Dowlah's defign to extirpate the Eng- 
lifh, whenever our forces ihould return to -the Coaft §. ftoiiilities therefore 

1 ... 

i- 

• The wat *bkh enfucd when the proffered neutrality upon the coaft of Coromandelwa* 
xeic&ed, the expedition to Manilla, &c. 

f See Mr. Orme's Hiftory. Before this period colonel Clive had received many honourable 
teftimwiierof Ws eminent fcrvice*, particularly ina 7 54* &* dire^cr* voted. that a fwwd fet 
v hh diainonds of tty value of five hundred pqunds fhould be prefented to him, 

X Mr/Scrafton's Regions oa the Go -* 

§ See Introduction, p. i*> J 7* 
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aad f h* wii verfai diftruil wbwh from thefe caufo prevailed, afforded abundant 

ecsafiwis qf intrigue* and enabled Mr. Watts and colonel Clife, to whom 

.4^ whole c0jtfu&.Qf. c fhJ£ ^^^ffy^w^/.CQmmV^t'^^^^^ 4ifrffcc- 

..tipih whicji prevented a^ r $ff€#:itol mtf&res &r ^ftnw on the part qf 

..the Nabob. Oui; army advanced withia thirty miles <£ the. captial, un- 

affured of afliflance, hut a want of confidence in the enemy's camp, with 
.the advantageous fituatkm of the Eoglifli, afforded an eafy vi&ory to a 

handful of troops ; and Meer Jaffier, in purfuanceof a previous treaty* 

was immediately proclaimed Subahdar of Bengal *. 

Thus a train of events led us into a delicate fituation, replete with 
the feeds of jealoufy. Meer Jaffier, educated in the habits of a Moorifh 
'court* diftrufted- a moderation to which he had never been accuftomed, 
ahdwfeith; probably, was little confonant to the di&ates of his own mind. 
Varidus fchemes of independence were occafionally adopted, all of very 
difficult execution. To balance European powers againft each other was 
a dangerous expedient ; yet, by inviting the Dutch, he teems atone pe- 
riod to have embraced it. In the mean time the Englifh, contented with • 
their prefent advantages, interfered not in the affairs of government ; 
but the difficulties in which the nabob was involved, foon obliged him to 
call for their afliftance* 

Every thing in thefe countries depends on perfonal character. Before 
this is fully eftablifhed, rebellions are frequent, in which the death of the 
rebel can prove only a leffon of caution to fucceeding governors, who re- 
gard him as the vi&im of an unfortunate ambition, .rather than the pro- 
per obje& of punifhment. Upon thefe occafions negociations commonly 
enfued, but the Koran was pledged in vain. Colonel Glive therefore, at 
.: the defire of the nabob, guaranteed his engagements with feveral power- 
* ' firi fubje&s. A ftri& obfervance of treaties amidft all the f^dudipns which 
both parties could employ* eftablifhed our credit in the couhtry; and 

* • 

« 

# Appendix, p. 143. No. 39* 

taught 
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taught men to regard the Englifh Faith as the beft fecurity of their lived, 
their honours, and their fortunes. Subfequent events, in which Meer 
Jaffier was fnatched, by the affiftance of colonel Clive, from the verge of 
deftrudtion, fully fecured his confidence ; and, fenfibte of our attachment, 
he difmifled part of that unwieldy * army, whofe mutinies were formid- 
able to the prince, while they performed little fervice in the field. When 
the Dutch arrived, the nabob refufed them permiffion to land. Perfift- 
ing in their enterprife, they were afterwards defeated by our troops, aflift- 
ed by fome Indian cavalry. 

In this fituation of affairs colonel Clive returned to Europe, Mr. Hoi- 
well fucceeded him in the government, and very early complains of a want 
of confidence, which his own intrigues f had occafioned, propofing a revo- 
lution as the beft means to obtain a perfect reliance upon Englifli faith. 
Mr. Vanfittart adopted the views of his predeceflbr, and Meer Jaffier was 
depofed within a twelvemonth after colonel Clive left the country. The 
difputcs on this fubjcd I fhall forbear to revive. 

By this revolution % the company obtained an acceffion of revenue. The 
number of their troops gradually increafed. The influence of indi- 
viduals grew with the national power, producing numberlefs diforders 
throughout the provinces. A- trade was carried on without payment of 
duties, in the profecution of which infinite oppreffions were committed. 
Englifh agents or Gomaftahs, not contented with injuring the people, 
trampled on the authority of government, binding and punifhing the na- 

• Amounting to eighty thoufand men. 

t A packet from this gentleman to the Shaw Zadah, who was then in arms againft Meer 
Jaffier, was intercepted by.thc latter, after Mr. Holwell had entertained the project of a revo- 
lution. If wc may judge of this from a former letter, in which the Shaw Zadah offered a u carte 
14 blanche if we would withdraw our affiftance from this doer of evil* the fupport of Meer Jaffier's 
government was not the fubjeel of this correfpondence. Vide Mr. Holwell's letter to colonel 
Caillaud. dated April 7th, 1760. That Mr. Holwell entertained the project of a revolution 
from his firft acceffion to the government, has been evinced by Mr. Scrafton in his " Obferva- 
" tions on Mr. Vanfittart's Narrative." The proofs adduced by Mr. Strafton are extrafts from 
the correfpondence of Mr. Holwell, as publimed by himfelf in his u Addrefs to the Proprietors 
4C of India Stock," publifhed for Becket. The letter here mentioned is contained in page 28, 
29. of Mr. Hoi well's Addrefs, which was printed in 1764* 
J A. D. 1760. 

bob's 
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[job's officers, whenever they prefumedto interfere. This was the imme- 
diate caufc of the enfuing war with Meer Coffim, but the real fource of 
this conteft for power remains yet to be explained. It was impoffible 
that Meer Coffim fhould reft the foundation of his government upon our 
fiipport. Self-defence taught him to look for independence, and he fought 
it in the blood of all who had enjoyed the Englifh protection. Ramna- 
raih, the Naib of Patna, was among ther number of thofe for whofe fafe- 
ty our faith had been pledged, whofe deftru&ion was therefore refolved 
on. After bribes had been tried in vain, with the gentlemen who com- 
manded at Patna, after every art of intrigue had been employed' during 
Cveral months to no purpofe, the mifreprefentations of the nabob, fup- 
ported by the influence of Mr. Vanfittart, at length prevailed in council, 
and the Englifh fupport was withdrawn from this unfortunate man. Meer 
Coffim's views now became evident ; for Ramnarain, having loft our pro- 
tection*, was foon after put to death. From that hour, no perfon of rank 
would venture to correfpond with the Englifh, and we no longer had a friend 
in the country. Meer Coffim withdrew to Mongheer, where, by difcip-^ 
lining his troops, he prepared for a ftruggle, which he moft certainly me- 
ditated from his firft acceffion ; while in his correfpondence with the go- 
vernor, he conftantly ufed the language of a man whofe exiftence de- 
pended on the breath of the Englifli. 

On the other hand,' a majority of the council viewed with jealous eyes 
every aft of government. They confidered all refiftance to the privilege they 
claimed, as a fettled determination to fubvert the power of the company ; and 
paflion thus uniting with intereft, they urged a meafure of national policy 
with the little peevifh petulance of a perfonai quarrel *. In truth it very 
early became fiich* Meer Coffim, in the orders iflued to his officers, dif- 
tinguifhed between the trade of his friends and of thofe who oppofed him, 
treating individuals with indecent reproach. Whilft the leading members 
of the council, regarding him as a public enemy, had refolved to annihi- * 

• The minutes of fomc gentlemen in council, immediately preceding the rupture with Meer 
Goffim, abundantly juftify this obfervation. Mr, Verelft himfelf, in. the years 1762 and 1763 ; 
being abfent from Calcutta, can fpeak only from public papers. 

late^ 
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late his power. With fuch difpofrtions on both fides war was inevitable* 
but the moderation of Mr. Amyiatt and fome few others for a time firf** 
pended its commencement. 

This gentleman, who amidft the violence of party rage was unlverfally 
beloved, offered himfelf as a deputy on the part of the Englifli, to nego^ 
tiate what he thought a peace. Refpedted for his integrity by Meer 
Coffim, whofe elevation he difapproved, and whofe independence he op- 
pofed, it was hoped that his chara&er might give weight to the embafly, 
and convince the Nabob of our fincere inclination to fettle amicably the fub- 
jeds in difpute. Meer Coffim, able, vigilant, and enterprifing in the 
cabinet, was a coward by nature. While the deputies were with him at 
Mongheer, he might probably flu&uate in his councils, and hefitate to 
draw the fword *. But the fituation to which he had deliberately advanced, 
rendered a retreat at this time impoffible. During the courfe of nearly 
two years, he had induftrioufly involved every officer of his government 
in contefts with the Englifli, and laboured to make his own quarrel the 
common caufe of his fubje£ts. Such was the effe&s of this policy in inflam* 

* 

ing the minds of the natives, that to the laft hour of the war, not a man 
of any confequence deferted his iiandard. 

Had the army marched three months (boner, Meer Coffim muft have 
implicitly fubmitted ; but an unfortunate delay, when negotiation could 
no longer be of ufe, occafioned the lofi of Patna, together with one third 
of our troops f- The Nabob about this period put the two Seetfc to death 
for their fuppofed attachment to the Engliffi ; and fuch was hi* implacable 
fury, that an hundred and fifty Englifli prifoners were inhumanly , but- 
chered by his exprefs command $. After a more vigorous refiftancc, than 

• Sec various letters of the deputies in Mr. Vanfittarft Narrative, among other papas,fr*m 
p. 214 to 325. Vol. III. 

t Three hundred Europeans and five hundred Sepoys. 

% Two brothers, rich bankers ; at the fame time he deftrqyed every confiderabic man who had 
the flighted communication with the Engiiih, 

VIC 
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we had ever before experienced, he was at length completely defeated, 
and Meer Jaffier again poffeffed the fubahdarry of the three provinces. 

Meer Jaffier, however, did not obtain that plenitude of power which 

his predeceflbr enjoyed. Limited by treaty in the number of his troops, 

* * 

he was not permitted to remove his court without advifing the council ; 
and they at firft intended to make him a mere pageant in captivity, by 
•ftipulating the conftant attendance of a body guard from the * Englifh 
army. Ample provifion was made upon this occafion for the intereft of 
private traders, and Meer Coffim's edidt, abolifhing all impofts upon 
commerce, was refcinded, that our gentlemen might remain the only 
merchants in Bengal. Thefe effential points being thus atchieved, the 
much talked of regulations to reprefs the violence of Englifh agents were 
in terms, declared the fubjedt of future deliberation f* 

■ » » . ■ « 

If the country government had been opprefled before, it was now anni- 
hilated. Meer Jaffier was proclaimed in July, 1763. In January, 1764, 
Mr. Gray, refident at .Maulda, wrote to the prefident, " fince my arrival 
" tilere, I have had an opportunity of feeing the villainous practices ufed 

■ 

** by the Calcutta gomaftahs in carrying on their bufinefs. Thfc gd- 
" vernment have certainly too much reafon to complain of their want of 
" influence in thei-r country, which is torn to pieces by a fet of rafcals, 
" who in Calcutta walk in rags, but when they are fent out on gOmaft^h- 
" (hips, lord it over the country, imprifoning the ryots anfl merchants* 
* 4 and writing and talking in the moft infolent domineering manner to the 
" fouzdars and officers." Nor was the mifchief confined to a particular 
fpot; for Mr. Senior* chief at Coflimbazar, wrote the March following to 
the governor, " It would amaze you, the number of complaints that 
" daily come before me of the extravagancies committed by our agents 
" and gomaftahs, all over the country." Such were the effe&s of this 
trade. Yet the article in the treaty with Meer Jaffier, which eftabliftied 

• This article was in the treaty firft prefented to Meer Jaffier, but changed at his defire to 
a ftipulation that the Englifti troops ihould attend him when wanted. Appendix 159. No. 48. 
J\rt. 5. and the treaty concluded, p. 160. No. 49. Art, 7. 

f See Appendix, p. 160. No. 49. 

* H the 
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the exemption from duties, although condemned by the dire&ors, was 
afterwards tranfcribed into the treaty with Nudjum al Dowlah, in February, 

J 7 6 5% 

When Meer Jaffier was dying, he declared his fon, Nudjum al Dowlah, 
his fuccefTor ; but fuch a declaration could have little efFe&, until an 
acknowledgment of him as Subahdar was procured from the Englifh. No 
fooner was the death of the father known in Calcutta, than the acceffion 
of the fon became a fubje£t of treaty. The uneafinefs expreffed by the 
former determined the council to remove all poffibility of future contention. 
To effedtuate this purpofe, after confirming all former treaties, Nudjum 
al Dowlah by the fourth article is difarmed, ftipulating that he will rely upon 
the company's forces, and maintain no troops but fuch as " are immediately 
" neceflary for the dignity of his perfon and government, and the bufinefs 
" of his collections through the provinces." Even thefe troops were not 
continued under the direction of the Nabob, who, by the fecond article, 
ci agrees to have a perfon fixed with him, by the advice of fhe governor and 
<c council, in the flation of Naib Subah, who fhall have immediately un- 
" der him the chief management of all affairs." He farther engages 
that Mahomed Reza Cawn, on whom this truft was conferred, fhall not 
be difpiaced " without the approbation of thefe gentlemen." By the 
third article, under the terms of paying " a proper regard to reprefenta- 
" tions, when improper people are intrufted," a general power of ap- 
pointing or difplacing all officers at pleafure is vefted in the governor and 
council. Having thus provided for the public fervice, the gentlemen of the 
deputation were not inattentive to private intereft ; about two hundred and 
thirty thoufand pounds being diftributed, under the * denomination of pre- 
fents from the nabob, Mahomed Reza Cawn the minifter, and a rich 
banker, Jugget Scet. Mr. Verelft, hearing a report in the country, which 
led him to fufpeft that our declaration in favour of the Subahdar was delayed 
by the negotiation of this lait mentioned bufinefs, wrote to one of the 

f Appendix, p. 164. No. 52. Art. 5. 

♦ Mahomed Reza Cawn affirms that thefe fums were not voluntarily given. This the 
Englilh gentlemen deny. Perhaps the reader, who confiders the encreafed power of the Eng- 
lifh, may regard this as a verbal difpute. 

deputies, 
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deputies, difclaiming anyfharq for himfelf, and reprefenting the difgrace 
which fuch tranfa&ion mufrneceflarily bring upon all concerned *. 

Orders had before arrived for executing the new covenants to prevent a 
receipt of prefents ; which orders the fervants were bound to obferve by 
their firft engagements with the company. Governor Spencer and his 
council thought thefe orders " not fo f peremptory as to exclude them 
" from expostulating with the court of dire&ors." This expostulation, 

* ExtraR of a letter from Mr. Verelft to Mr. Middleton^ one of the deputies on theaccejfton ofNudjum 

al Dowlab to the Subahdarry of Bmgal\, dated ljlam~ahad % the/evtntb ofManb, 1765. 

.«.' Some rumours have fpread abroad that a prefent is intended the council on the new ac- 

« ceflion. I hope there is no truth in it. I fhould be forry there was a thought, at fo criti- 

« c cid a time, of any fuch thing j for it muft entail, on every one concerned, the world's fe- 

Extract of a fatter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Verelft, in anfwer to the above, dated Moradbaug^ 

the eighteenth of March, 1765. 
• * r I hare been told that the nabob intends a prefent to all the board, but am not quite cer- 
«t grip of k. If fuch a thing be offered, I cannot, my friend, fee the lead impropriety tn ac* 
« ccpting of it ; cuftom, and the conduft of one of our worthieft men, juftifies it. When 
« Meer Jaffier was firft raifed to the fubahdarry, the board received a prefent from him, and 
u were not cenfured \ and, it is wdl known, that the old gentleman has fince confidered 
li fome of his friends * ; and, it muft be allowed, that the prefent nabob receives his go- 
'** vernment from our hands, as his father did. If any thing of this kind was to be offered in 
" coiifideration of fervices to be done, or any kind of bargain made before hand, it would be 
" highly improper to take it, but when it is given for what we think right, I do not, for my 
€t own part, fee the leaft harm in it." 

Extrail of a letter from Mr. Verelft to Mr. Middleton, in reply, dated Ijlam-abad, the twenty- eighth 

of April, 1765. 

" The nabob has an undoubted right to reward fuch perfons as he may think have been fer- 
*« viceable to him, without reproach to'him or them, provided it is not a contraft firft made for 
M fuch fervices, and the perfons no ways a&uated in their proceedings by the expectations of it. 
". The long delay made of our declaration in the nabob's behalf, and a rumor that a prefent 
" was expe&ed to be made to the board, gave, in 'my opinion, too much reafon to the world 
'< to think that it was a preliminary article. If fo, I muft entirely difapprove it. As a raem- 
i€ ber of the board, and, as fuch, one intended to be confidered, 1 (hall only fay, I muft de- 
44 ciine fuch a confideration ; as I am not fenfible of any fervices I have rendered the prefent 
14 nabob, to merit a pecuniary reward. The old nabob (Meer Jaffier) 1 know has been fome- 
" times generous to his friends, nor do I think them wrong in accepting his favours \ for, as 
cc many examples as I have heard, they were really deferving of them. I might, if 1 had 
44 chofe, been confidered in this number ; but I had many reafons that made me decline it." 

f See a letter from Meffrs. Leycefter and Gray to the court of diredtors, dated the twenty* 
ninth of September, 1765 Authentic papers concerning India affairs, p. 132. 

• Alluding to the legacy of five lack of rupees left by Meer Jaffier to lord Clive, which was fettled by 
his lor«!fhip as a fund for the fupport of difabled officers and (oldiers in the company's fervice, and of the 
widows of officers and foldiers. 

* H 2 however, 
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however, was totally forgotten, no notice being taken of the covenants, 
either in the council books or general letter. The execution of them was 
" deferred * till lord Clive's arrival, to come under consideration with 
" the other regulations directed in the letter of the firft of June, 
" 1764, when they hoped to be better informed of the final refolves of 
u the directors." Yet thefe gentlemen were abundantly alert in conclud- 
ing treaties, produ&ive of fuch fruits; although lord Clive was everyday 
expected, and they were f already informed that he had been chofen by 
the whole body of proprietors to undertake the charge of their affairs, full 
powers being given to him jointly with a fcle& committee. 

We have continued the relation of political tranfa&ions with the fuccef- 
five Subahdars of Bengal, that the reader may fully comprehend the pro- 
greffi ve increafe of the Englifh power to the final eftablifhment of that go- 
vernment J, which has fince prevailed under the influence of our governor 
and council. It will now be neceflary to look back to the meafures pur^ 
fued againft foreign enemies, as thefe were productive of that fituation, 
to which the fubfequent treaties refer. Major Adams had driven Meer 
Coflim out of the provinces, who retired into the neighbouring dominions 
of Oude* when death deprived the company of this gallant and experienc- 
ed officer. Upon the alarm of thefe commotions, Sujah al Dowlah, the 
Subahdar of Oude, advanced with an army to the borders, where he 
might probably have been contented with partaking the treafures of Meer 
Coflim, had not a mutiny among our troops given birth to new hopes. 
Elated with the profpedl of an eafy conqueft, and imprefled perhaps with 
an apprehenfion of ambitious defigns on our part, he refolved upon hofti- 
lities, and took the field. The mutinous difpofition of the Englifh army 

* The fame letter, p. 13J. 

•\ This was by the letter of the firft of June, 1 764, in which the directors cxprefsly fay, that the 
appointment of a felcft committee fhouid not prevent the council taking proper meafures for the 
general execution of the covenants. 

% It is very remarkable that this arrangement, which has been called in deriGon the double 
government, was eftablimed by the very men who have fince reproached lord Clive and the fe- 
left committee with this meafure. In truth it grew out of the fituation of aflfairs; but fome 
gentlemen feem not to have adverted thereto, until they felt it as a reftraint upon their own pur- 
suits. 

rendered 
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rendered it imprudent at this time to hazard a general a&ion, but Sujah al 
Dowlah was neverthelefs repulfed in all his attempts. The troops, by a 
welt timed feverity, begun by general Carnac, and happily purfued by 
his fucceflbr, being afterwards reduced to obedience, major He&or Mun- 
rb, in the next campaign, ' obtained the important victory of Buxar. 

■ - 

* 

This advantage was farther purfued, until the King*, finding the af- 
fairs of his allies declining, deferted their caufe, and joined the only power 
capable of fupporting his pretenfions to the throne of Dehly. A fcheme 
was now adopted of obtaining for the company a grant of the zemindarry 
of Bulwant Sing, The other dominions of Oude were to be conquered 
for the king, and his poffeffion to be fupported by the Englifh arms §. A 
plan more abfurd can fcarcely be imagined; but the fubfequent furrender 
" of Sujah al Dowlah to general Carnac f, enabled the feledt committee, on 
whom the conduct of affairs devolved, to effect a very different arrange- 
ment. 

• The revenues of a country at the diftance of feven hundred J miles 
from Calcutta, could afford little advantage to a trading company ; while 
fuch a fituation withdrew their forces from the* prote&ion of that com- 
merce, which could alone render poffeffions in India beneficial to Great 
Britain. Political connections without the provinces mifled the attention 
of our government from national objects, at the fame time that it opened 
a field of private ambition, which might probably have marched an Englifh 
army to Dehly. .To relinquifh fuch profpedts was no facrifice of intereft. Yet 
the reftoration of territories to a vanquifhed enemy removed the apprehen- 
fions entertained of our ambition, and convinced the princes of India 
that we could have no dfcfigri to enlarge our pofTeflions beyond the pro- 

* So the Mogul has been ufually denominated. 

§ Appendix, Nou 51. A. B. C. 

t Who now a fecond time commanded the army. 

X Thefe revenues muftbave been exhauftedby perpetual military operations, in which fuch 
a fituation would have involved the company, or, what is worfe, proved a fund of peculation to 
corrupt their fervants. The diftance would have rendered the military expences enormous, the 
detection of frauds impoffible. 

vinces 
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yinces of Bengal. This pokxt being refolved, the meaner of axxompllfh^ 
ing fo defireabie aa objeft, without betraying the honour of the com* 
pany, employed the attention of the fele& committee. Their raftrudions # 
to lord Give and general Carnac will fully explain their views. Had 
the territories of Oude not been reftored to Sujah al Dowlah, his great abi- 
lities and high chara&er throughout the empire would have made him, 
when driven to defpair, a troublefome, if not a dangerous, enemy. None 
other could have maintained the pofleflion without our afliftance, much lefs 9 
like him, have formed a fecure barrier agaioft the northern nations. The 
greater part of his dominions were therefore reftored j ^nd as our former 
engagements rendered a defertion of the King inconfiftent with the na- 
tional honour, he was eftabliihed in the country of Korah, wkh part of 
the province of Illah-abad. The payment of twenty-fix lacks of rupees an- 
nually from Bengal was alfo ftipulated by treaty. Would the King have been 
contented to accept a territory nearer to us, this drain of fpecie might have 
lefs afFetted Bengal ; but his mind was fo intent upon an ^ expedition to 
Dehly, which the pofleflion of Illah-abad feemed to favour, that an intima- 
tion of other terms was received with difguft. Such was the plan adopted 
by the feleft committee, in purfuance of which a peace was at length con- 
cluded j\ The only article of a temporary nature regards fifty lacks of § 
rupees, to be paid by Sujah al Dowlah, to the company, as an indemnifi- 
cation of the expences incurred by the war. 






In Bengal, Nudjum al Dowlah, after paying the fums ftipulated by the 
treaty in February, 1765, nominally poflefled a revenue of two millions. 
His authority in the country was infufficient even for the collection 
of the revenues, without our afliftance. The a&ual adminiftration of govern- 

• The fubftance of thefe inftruftions are given in a letter to the directors, Appendix, p. 6. 

% After labouring in vain to engage the Englifh, he has at length undertaken this enterpriae 
with an army of Maharattas. 

t Ih thefummerof 1765. See Appendix, 176. No. 53. to No. 60. 

§ This fum was greatly inadequate to our expences, but it waft impoflibk to require 
more without iittrcSmg the country. 

merit 
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ment had therefore been giTferi to a mhrifter named by the governor and 
council, and the Nabob became dependent for his daily fubfiftence on the 
bounty of his matters. In this filiation he relinquifhed an unafcertained 
Remand upon a treafury under the management of others, for a liquidated 
£pn, r and fifty-three lacks, eighty-fix thoufand one hundred and 
thirty-one % Sicca rupees were fettled, as fully fufficient for all the pur- 
pofes of perfonal dignity, and the parade of grandeur. This agreement 
was confirmed by the King, who, fubjedfc to the feveral payments to Nud- 
jum al Dowlah and himfelf, granted the dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, to the Englifh Eaft-India company. 

If we review the hiftory of our tranfe&ions in Bengal, it cannot efcape 
the mod fuperficial observer, that there was but one point, in the progref- 
five aggrandizement of the company, at which it was pofiible to have 
flopped, before the force, revenues, and government of the country were 
united in the hands of the Englifh. When Calcutta was taken, felf-de- 
fence involved us in a war with the Subahdar. Our firft fuccefles proving 
the fuperiority of European difcipline, made us the object of his fears ; 
and nothing but an incapacity of effecting his purpofe could deter any fuc- 
ceflive Subahdar from attempting our deftrudHon. This incapacity was 
happily effe&ed by engagements taken at the defire of Meer Jaffier, with 
Ramnarain, the Naib of Patna, and fome others. Had thefe engage- 
ments been religioufly obferved, the Englifh would have flood, like the fe- 
veral nations in Europe, fecure, not from their own ftrength alone, but 
prote&ed by the irreconcilable interefts of all around them. No fooner 
was this fyftem overthrown by facrificing our allies, and furrendering the 
unreftrained dominion of the provinces into the hands of Meer CofEm* 
than a (decided fuperiority became the only means of fafety. The conduit 
of individuals might accelerate or retard, but never could have pievented 
the enfuing conteft for power. Impelled by neccflity, we proceeded to do- 
minion, before the council at Calcutta feemed to have underftood the fitua- 
tion to which they had advanced. In what other manner can we account 

% This we xnny fafely aver was a larger Turn than any Subahdar, in the full poffeflioo of his 
revenues had ever been able to appropriate for his own expence. 

for 
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for the renuflheft of thofe who, upon the death of Meer Jaffier, negle&ed 
to eftahlifh the foundations' of that fabrick which our victories had reared j 
who gave the revenues of a great country into the hands of a boy, 
without the means of employing them; the. revenues of a country prote&cd 
by our arms, the government of which, by their own treaty, was trank 
ferred to themfelves *. Such a fituation might gratify individual avarice* 
hut could yield no real benefit to the India company, or to the "Britiib 
nation. ■■•*.- 



■ . 



Lord Clive and the fele<3: committee judged it neceflary to obtain a 
grant of thefe revenues to the company, and they were accordingly fur- 
rendered by treaty. " By this acquifition of the Dewanny," fay the feleft 
committee in their letter to the court of directors, u your poflefiions and 
". influence are rendered permanent and fecure, fince no future Nabob 
" will either have power or riches fufficient to attempt your overthrow, 
" by means either of force or corruption. All revolutions muil hence- 
44 forward.be at an -end, as there will be no fund for fecret fervices, for 
44 donations, or for reftitutions. The Nabob cannot anfwer the expe£ta- 
" tions of the venal and mercenary, nor will the company comply with 
" demands injurious to themfelves out of their own revenues f." , 

The impolitic arrangement of affairs was among the leaft evils of the 
company's fituation, antecedent to lord Give's arrival. The diflblutioft 
of government in Calcutta kept pace with that of the country. A ge- 
neral contempt of fuperiors, a habit of equality among all orders of men 
Jhad obliterated every idea of fubje&ion. To reclaim men from diflipation, 
to revive a .general fpirit of induftry, to lead the minds of all from gaudy 
Yearns of fud den-acquired wealth to a patient expectation of growing for- 
tunes* were no lefs difficult in execution than neceflary to the cxiftence of the 
company. Large fums of money, obtained by various means, had enabled 
many gentlemen to return to Europe. This caufe, fuperadded to the maffacre 
of Patna, occafioned a very quick fucceflion in thefervice, which encouraged 

• Appendix, No. 52. 
t Appendix, p. 8. 

a fro- 
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a ft oWard ij^irit of independency, and produced a total contempt of pub* 
lie orders, whenever obedience was found incompatible with private in- 
tertft. To check filch impatient hopes, where youths afpired to the go- 
vernment of countries at an age fcarceiy adequate to the management of 
private affairs, four gentleifceft being called from M adrafs, were admitted 
into council. - The univerfal difcontent among the civil fervants, which 
had arifen from the late meafures, retraining the power of individuals, 
was hereby greatly encreafed ; and united with the mutinous fpirit of the 
military officers, broke forth the following year into a flame, which 
thrtiWfled deftrtfftion to the Ehglifh empire in Bengal. 

ThU event, though afnong the tranfadions of a later period, may not 
improperly bte here explained. The military in Bengal had for feveral 
years enjoyed an indulgence beyond thofe in the other fettlements of the 
company, which firft arofe from the bounty of the Subahdar, when they 
were employed in his fervice. By the advice of an officer, who had long 
commanded the company's troops upon the coaft of Coromandel, with 
great reputation to himfelf, and honour to the nation, reprefenting this 
extraordinary allowance as deftru&ive of difcipline, the dire&ors in their 
public letters had frequently ordered the double batta * to be withdrawn. 
Such dire&ions in a fettlement, where all idea of fubordination was loft, 
and where the conduft of the fuperior fervants, refpeding their own in- 
terefts, coufcd ill be reconciled with a rigid exa&ion of obedience to the 
Company's commands in others, produced little effed. One feeble effort 
was made, but a remonftrance from the military induced a ready fubmif- 
fion on the part of the governor and council. The fele& committee very 
juftly conceiving, that a regard to private intereft would not juftify a dis- 
obedience to the f pofitive injun£tion of their Superiors, rctfolvcd tacwy the 
meafure into immediate execution. The redu&ion of b^ttta, if right to itfelf, 

* A repetition of this command was among the particular inftru&iona to lord Cli? e in 

I764- 

t Under the eftablifliment of this double batta, a captain's commiflion produced little fhort 
of one thoufand pounds per annum ; when reduced, it was worth from fix hundred and fifty 
to feven hundred pounds, as appeared upon the a&ion of captain Parker againft lord Give 

* I was 
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^i^s pecuUwly proper, at this time 9 in ample fond being juft provided J>y t^e 
„ ^ftaWilbmentQifiordQiveyforthe fupport of in^alids^ aad the widows of «f- 
. ficers w&q died in the fervice, *t the fame time that the admittance of field* 
^f^cers to 4>ihare in the fait fociety opened a reasonable profpeft of cafy 
ifoftVM&tipfaofe whofe rank intitled them to fuch an expectation Wo 
a£»onei: were the : orders jifTued for eiFe&ing this redu&ion, than frequent 
k tibtctings fsrere held among the officers, a regitf ar correfpoadenoe eftaWUb- 
. ed between the three brigades, into which the whole army had been di- 
; yijiftl ? a P^ a combination formed to compel a fubmiffion to their degtapfls 
by a general refignation of all their commiifions. They boi^d ^erc^elves 
by the moft folemn oath to fecrecy, engaging under the fame fandtion to 
■• preferve by force the life of any officer, whom the rigour of a court-mar- 
tial might condemn to death. Each man entered, into a bond torefign his 
commiffion under the penalty of five hundred pounds j and that every in- 
- ducement to a recantation of thefe engagements might be effedually re- 
moted, a fum, faid to be eighteen thoufand pdunds, waa fubfcribed for the 
unfortunates who fhould not be reftored, each officer contributing according 
to his refpe&ive rank. Defirous of uniting their caufe with that of all 
who oppofed the prefent government, they correfponded with many on 
, the civil eftablifhment in Calcutta, and received large protnifes of fapport 
likewife from this quarter. Such inviolable fecrecy did the officers obferve, 
that a letter from fir Robert Fletcher to lord Clive, dated a few days be- 
fore the refignation, brought the firft intelligence of a conspiracy, which 
had for its obje<9: the diflblution of our army, and confequent annihilation 
of the Englifh power in Bengal. A difcovery of this plot on the eve of 
its execution, affording no time for delay, lord dive and two other mem- 
bers of the fele£t committee, then at Muxadayad, haftily affembled. Judg- 
ing it impoffible to concede the point in difpute, without furrendering the 
government into the hands of mutineers, they inftantly determined to 
perfevere in fuch vigorous meafures as the fituation of affairs demanded. 

At Mongheer, where the plan had been formed, the European foldiers 
adually took ta their arms ; but by the afliftance of fome fuperior officers, 
who, upon the firft intelligence, haftened to join the brigade, and by a 

prudent 
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prudent difpbfition of two companies of black troops, whofe fidelity had 
been previoufly fecured, the mutiny was. happily fupprefled. By a tliftri«p. 
fcution of honorary rewards to the non-commiflioned officer^ by ah artful 
cbmmendation of the black commandants, and a fmall adyance of pay for 
two months* the troops were Brought to a propei* fenfe of their duty; and 
the. confederate officers; who cncemfcedftt a- little diftaifce to it^ait the 
event*! were compelled to 'dejpart for Calcutta. .rTFh4* f att2whnIent of thia 
hrigeLde being confirmed* iSad-* fifcall Iu{Jply df officers obtained fcmong 
fudhas would accept *coifamiflGbnSi:;lord Clmi with, a ;few. others haftened 
to give their affiftance iir the two oaore jdiftint divifions of -the acmyj - : 



. .;r 



On the part of the mutineers defpondence and fubmiflion now fucceed- 
*ed to rage. All were ready to folicit what a little time before they had 
contemptuoufly rejected ; and many of the lead guilty, after a proper in- 
terval, were re-admitted into the company's felt-vice. The moft aftive 
ringleaders in fedition wpfe put under arreft, in order to take their trials 
as foon as a reiteration of order and difcipline would permit the cpmman- 

der in chief to affemble a proper number of officers,' untainted with the 
* general gujlt^ . 



• . i • 



An erroneous interpretation of the a<3: of parliament for punifhing mu- 
tiny and defertion in India, fuggefted a doubt refjpe'&ing the. jurifdi&ion 
of a court-martial, whicli probably preferred many delinquents from a 

fentence of death. The a& fubje&s thofe to martial law, who have con- 
* '■"'"■ * * ■ 

traSled to ferve , tfye company, and it was conceived that the bare accep- 
tance of a commiffion formed no contra£t % but that this could only be 
done by an cxprefs engagement to ferve for a limited time, or an aStual rf~ 
dipt cf fay. Some punifhments of an ignominious nature were infli&ed ; 

• Mr. Bolts aficrts that Mr. Parker failed in his aflion principally, becaufe it did not appear 
that lord Clivc knew of his confinement. The contrary is notoriously true, and was fully proved 
upon the trial by written evidence, and by the teftimony of lord Clive's fecretary. But the coun- 
fel defpairing of fuccefs upon the avowed merits, laboured to affc£t lord Clive with a wilful 
unncccdary delay of the trial, and prolongation of captain Parker's confinement. This delay 
was explained in the manner above mentioned. If Mr. Bolts will-mifreprefent a trial in England, 
at which many were prefent, what account may we cxpeft of affaire in a ramtte CQuntry 4ike 
India ? 

*I 2 but 
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btit thd-eburtj iJiftnifting their own authority* would not venture to ttmch 
the lives of the offending ■ parties ■ The fentences pafled upon individuals 
were: federally confirmed. Yet the govenior and council thought it xmfafe 
"to petthit* the* refidence of * military men4n India; "who now became drf- 
perate by the failure of their enterpfizc. -Such therefore as had not been 
reftored to thd^etfvice, were direSed to depart for Europe. Had thefe 
'ge'fttfemfcfi ^bein\wllin^to ettter ihto ^verbal engagement, no violence 
Wdiild have 'been ^ied;^but pbffinately refalwig * to ' iompiyv a military 
'guard furrounded their habitations until they chofe to furrender ; when 
they were conduced onboard the company's fhips under failing orders 
for England ** 

. • ■ • . ' . '. ■ . . ■ . ■ 

The reader m&y perhaps think that an evafive defence -was a real ag- 
gravation of guilt Thefe gentlemen however chofe agaia, to agitate the 
queftion of jurifdiiflion j and the lupport of a party fgirit gave every ad- 
vantage to the caufe, which induftry, united with eloquence, could afford. 
Two cafes were fele&ed* which from peculiar circumftances of hardfhips 
were deemed the moft prpper fuhjefts of declamation before a jury. Two 
aGions were commenced againft lord Clive in the court of: king V bench.. 
In both the plaintiffs failed. It was here admitted, that the ' acceptance 
of a commiffion formed an indefinite contra Qt with the company: but the: 
counfel argued that this might be determined at the will of either party, 
and being determined by the refignation of the officers, no jurifdi&ion re- 
mained to the court martial. They forgot that even civil relations could* 
not be diffolved by one party without a reafonable notice, proportioned to* 
the nature of that fervice in which he was engaged. That the Britifh le- 
giflature had adopted a diftindtion formed by the common fenfe of man- 
kind^ and had drawn yet clofer the ties of military fubje&ion. They 
overlooked that neceflity, which induced: the free citizen of Greece and; 



' * Thefe are the franfa£tions which the narratives, published mi Mr. Bolts his Appendix, re- 

'prefenj. Thefe narratives, when (tripped of their declamation and illiberal inve&ive, only prove 

'(feat Dome of the ofifcers were foobftinate as to live federal days amidft their own filth rather than 

• furrender * that ten of a grjand jury,, as abCurd as themfelves, were difpofed to indict the prefident 

t and council; and that after vajipus ejpedfcitfs had been tried, they were, obliged to purfuc 

their voyage ta England* 

Rome 



Rome to.forego his independence, and fubmit his. life to the arbitrary will 
of a man, to whom at home he was equal, whom perhaps he himfelf had 
cagpnanded in a former campaign* In fhort, they contended that infe- 
rior officers. might difbaad i an army, .whenever they individually thought 
fittq retire* 

The very idea of military fubordination is by a rigid' difcipline to com* 
bine the force of numbers, and create an habitual implicit fubmiflion of the 
ftrength of many to the infbtntaneous diredion of one minfy This prin- 
eiple, by which the real feverity and apparent cruelty of martial law an 
alone be juftified, might perhaps have authorifed an opinion,, that no of- 
ficer can ever reflga without the. exprefs permiffion of his commander. 
The four judges, of the court of king's bench, unwilling to. decide more 
thaa the particular cauie required, eftablifhedby their unanimous judgment 
this pofitioa: "That a military officer, in the fervice of the Eaft India cojn- 
44 pany has not a right to refign his comraiflion at all times,, and under all 
a . circumftances whatfoever,. whenever he pleafes." The application of this 
maxim to the particular cafe, proved, that,, if it was not lawful to reiign 
under all tircumflancts, it could not be permitted under a, combination with 
others. to diftaefs his employers, which Mr. Juftice Yeates declared tq be 
M highly criminal* and that a legal obligation could not be diflblved by 
« an illegal aa." 

The reader will, in the relation here given, difcover the rife, motives, 
and temper of that party, who,, forgetting their former opinion both, of 
men and; things, have laboured, to mifreprefent the condu& of thofe, whpfe 
greateft crime appears to have been a. continual, unremitting opposition, to 
the interefted defigns of others. 44 Two paths," fays lorjl Qivein-his 
letter to the dire&ors, 4i were evidently open to me, the one fmooth and 
44 ftrewed with abundance of rich advantages, that might eafily be 
44 picked up, the other untrodden, and every ftep oppofed withobftacles." 
A paffive condud, he fays, might have been " atte^dejd iyiih,the lifual 
44 douceur, of fliaring largely with the reft of the gentlemen in all do- 
44 nations, perquifites, &c. arifing from the abfolute government And 
44 difpofal of all places in. the revenues of this opulent kingdoih." 'He 

adds,, 
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adds, ct the fettlement in general would thus have been my friends j 
u only the natives of the country my enemies." His lordfliip and thtf 
felefl: committee chofe the honourable part, to encounter the odium of a 
whole fettlement in difcharge of what they deemed their : puWic duty* 
And we may fafely pronounce, that it muft have been at leaft their intent 
tion, expofed as their condu& was to the jealous eyes of difappointed men, 
to tread warily in the path which they had chofen. 

Let us now return to take a view of the nxeafures purfued iq fupjtorting 
that weight of power and influence* which the company had at length ob-> 
tained. The reader will recollect, that by the treaty concluded before k>rii 
Clive's arrival, the government of the Nabob was completely fubje&ed to 
the Engliih council at Calcutta, To uphold, our authority' was become 
the only means of fafety. Yet a farther advance to the a&ual immediate 
exercife of dominion was little lefs impra&icable. The number of civil 
fervants was fcarcely adequate to the neceflary accumulation of the com- 
pany's bufinefs, much lefs could they have filled the various departments 
of the ftate. Unacquainted with the genius or manners of the inhabitants, 
their laws, or the power of their magiftrates, the Englifh were little qua- 
lified for the talk of government. How could we make the fordid in- 
terefts of the trader confiftent with that unbiafled integrity, that candid 
humane exercife of power, which muft reconcile the natives to a new 
dominion ? In whom refided the authority which could effe&ually con- 
troul them ? or give a legal exiftence to fo abfurd a fyftem ? The dele- 
gates of a company, poffeffing no right of legiflation, might indeed have 
overturned the then fubfifting government, but never could have fubfti- 
tuted any other in its room. This fubjeft will receive a farther difcuflion 
when we proceed to confider the impoffibility of introducing Englifli laws, 
and the nature of thofe regulations, which parliament may y and parlia- 
ment alone can eftablifh in Bengal. The felc& committee found the whole 
adminiftration vefted by treaty in one man, removeable indeed upon the 
reprefentation, or rather command of the council. No perfonal obje&ion 
could be made to Mahomed Reza Cawn, who by his ability and induftry 
well deferved his ftation. Yet by an uncontrouled exercife of power he 
Became little lefs than a Subahdar : and had fear, jealoufy, or ambition 

tempted 
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tempted him to tranlgrefs the bounds prescribed, the fupport, cbntroul, or 
removal of fuch a minifter might have been a conftant fource -of intriguei 
if not of corruption. The feledt committee therefore affociated * Roy 
Dulub, and Jugget f Seet with "Mahomed Reza Cawn. A refident at the 
court of the Subahdar was alfo appointed, one of the higher fervants of 
the company, whofe duty confifted' in fuperin tending the conduft of the 
xninifters, and reporting their tranfa&ions to the governor and council. 

* This man was one of thofe, to whfonfr the EngHfft faith had been pledged for the preferva- 
tion of frts life and honour. During the firft government of Meer Jaffier, he was in a confide- 
rable command, but being difpofledcd by the jealoufy of his mailer, he claimed the Engltfh 
protection, under which he afterwards refided at Calcutta. He was the Angle man connected 
With the Englifh, Who did not perHh during Meer Coffim's fliort government. 

, f This Jugget Sect was the ion of one of (be Seeti* two brothers who were deftroyed by 
Ctffim for their fuppofed attachment to the £ngli(h» 
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CHAP. H. 



Difordcrs in the Collection of the Revenues of Bengal before 

» • 

! *" 

they belonged to the English East India Company, and 
the Caufes which impeded a Reformation. 



THE fubjed of revenues in Bengal is from various caufes involved 
in a confufion, which affords little hopes of giving the reader a 
clear comprehenfive knowledge, or indeed of conveying much real infor- 
mation. Different writers agree in nothing, but unmeaning declamation 
in praife of governments, which they have never known, and general in- 
vedives againft men, with whofe motives and fituation they were as little 
acquainted. It can however with certainty be affirmed, that the diforder 
and diftrefs, under which the country yet labours, have their origin in 
the frequent revolutions, which followed the diffolution of the Mogul 
empire, the chaos in which all rights of magiftrates and people were 
confequently loft, and in the unnatural preffure of infatiable demands 
from Europe ; not in the mifcondud of men entrufted with the company's 
affairs. 

The formal arrangement and apparent order of the Mogul empire, 
beautiful in its fimpiicity upon paper, is apt to charm the imagination, 
and miflead the judgment of men, unaccuftomed to contemplate their own 
fpecies, or to trace the operations of the human mind under fyftems more 
favourable to its growing improvement. Accordingly this golderi age has 
been painted in fuch glowing colours, as would almoft tempt one to place 
the fuggeftions of fancy amidft the materials of hiftory. The authors 
however fometimes forget their high tone of fpeculation, and condefcend 
to relate fads, which refute their own dedudions. How happens it, 
amidft the exceffive mildnefs of manners, which under Indian govern- 
ments 
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ments * render laws unneceflary, that the merchant owed his fafety to a 
military force ? How exa& muft be the administration of juftice where 
treafoh abounds, yet is puniftied only f in the field ? Are men beft taught 
to refpedt the rights of a citizen amidft the ardours of victory? Or do the 
emotions of refentment againft fuccefslefs rebellion qualify the prince to 
punifh with moderation the demerits of an offending fubje&? In truth 
the condition of a people under defpotic power muft perpetually vary with 
the virtues or vices, the talents or debility of thofe, who focceffively wield 
the fceptre. If we lopk for governments which fubfift unaltered by the 
perfonal character of the prince, fuch are only to be found, where each 
individual poflefles an independent, ftation in fociety, where the contention 
of different orders has prefcribed the terms of national union, and where 
vigdrtms minds, the genuine growth of freedom, uphold the authority 
-of laws. Without' fuch advantages there were yet fome caufes derived 
from the climate and extent of empire, which rendered defpotifm more 
tolerable m India, efpecially under the Moguls, than it ever before ap- 
peared in the hiftofy of mankind. ? The fubmiflive temper of a timid race 
arrefls the fwbrd of conqueft ; and the people efcape a defolation, which 
not unufually fellow's a more determined refiftance. Secure, without fe- 
verify, in the indolent temper of his.fubjedfo, the victor fears not a revolt 
from any national fpirit, while- he views with jealoufy the ambition of his 
fervahts. Such a fituation demands the policy de&ribed by Mr* Dow, 
and renders it unneceflary for the defpot to delegate his power entire to 
the governors of every province. 

i a 

* * ■ ■ » 

While the Mogul empire fubfifted in its greateft fplendor, fupported 
by the extraordinary talents of fucceffive princes, a diftribution of autho- 
rity might in fome fort prevent its abufe: but even here we may difcover 
the feeds of our prefent difeafe. 

• « 

The lands were the property of the crown, and were annually let to 

zemindars, who again parcelled them out to inferior dependents* The 

• Mr. HolwelPs Hiftorical Events. 

t Mr, Dow's Enquiry, p. 58. He is there fpeaking of the Mogul government. 

* K ryotts, 



fytttts; #r immediate cuitiv^tors, .might inibaur: degree efcape oppreffion*, 
Wh*r6 the demands of government bore a fmali proportion to the extent* 
of territory, and where each iadividoal in pmgirtf&ve: order regarded his- 
fixare of th6 produce a* a kind of proprium. This foliation of things did 
tot howeVttf torij* continue* The Subaihdars, «or provincial! governors^ 
halting advantage of the inddlence of* itebillty <jf fucceeding emperork, and 
uniting every offi.ee in their own perfons, wfert afterwards enaWed ta 
^ompromife with the court of Dehly for an annual tribute; which a far- 
ther decay of power in their former rulers foon permitted them to with- 
hold. In Bengal, dnrifcg. this progrefs to independence, burthens mul- 
tiplied on the people ; and while amfode of tjfca&oo, fi> replete with the 
means of oppreffion* wa6 preferred; Hie receipts of the Sdbahdar bore a 
{mall proportion to the payments of the mduftrious ryott. The violence: 
of Mcer CofRm in accumulating trjeafure, and the relaxatioa'of gprceov-- 
ment in the * handsof Mcer jfafBmv equally contributed tor confound all- 
order, and by removing every idea of right, fendified m &me ftkt tbe- 
depredations of hungry collectors. . Thd feehkr reftrauo* of lean produced: 
little effect; while the encreafing neceflities of a mafter afforded at Jeaft a- 
pretence for an uncontrouled exer cife of power throughout every department, 
in the ftate. Inferior officers employed in the colle&ions were permitted: 
to eftablifti a thoufend modes of taxation. Fines were levied at pje$fbre, % 
without regard to jufticc ; and while each felt in his turn the irpn *od of 
oppreffion, he redoubled thefe extortions on all beneath him. The war- 
in which Meer Jaffier was engaged againft foreign enemies, the ftruggless 
of Meer Coflim> which ended with his deftru&ion, and the ufurpations of 
private traders completed the fcene of univer&L confijfion*.. 

Such was the condition of Bengal when the pQliticians, who. preceded' 
the felefk committee, laying proftrate the government of a rich province* 
were employed in obtaining new territories at a diftance of feven hundred 1 
miles from Calcutta; and with wonderful felf-applaufe were preparing the 
occalion of an unprofitable march to Dehly. The reader is already in part 

* Meer Jaffier, during the reign of Aliverdi Cawn, was much beloved by his matter as a 
Wave cororoaq4fr> .but he wanted iaduftcy in thearkmntftration of $ivil government 

acquainted 
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*«qiiaiMfcd With the mfcafu*es {ttrfiicd by th«. te\e& «>mrttttte?* : We jmdl 
now refume the fubjed:, where they entered on this inextricable laby^n^* 
<of confufion, arifing from the diftra&ed Hate of the country, without lights 
or infbrmation from others 3 white their difficulties were, augmeatcd by an 
interefted oppofition* and every regulation of the niiniftqrs iaypeded : by >r a 
-complication of coaceras between: European gomaftahs and the zemindars 
or officers of government % 

Independent of the political considerations, which weighed iA preferv- 
ing the Moorifh government, the experience ot five years afforded little 
expectation of an improved aclminiftration of revenues under the more 
immediate infpedion of European gentlemen. Some of the diflrifts ceded 
by Meer Cojftm had yet derived no benefit from a change of ftiafters. Oft 
the contrary, if credit be due to the reprefentations of thofe employed by 
Mr, Verelft, when a better fyftem was adopted, increafing mifchiefs had 
yielded a plentiful harveft to avaricious men, but had rarely hitherto prov* 
*ed an exercife of humanity in thefe new guardians of the people. An ap* 
prehenfion of exciting the jealoufy of European nations might be another 
inducement to avoid as much as poffible all appearance of dominion. The 
committee therefore refolved to appoint a refident at the Durbar, w;ho> 
without interfering in the adhial adminiftration himfelf, might yet con- 
troul the minifters. When this gentleman arrived at Muxadavad, he 
found two of the three minifters bufied in collections without public au* 
thority or account, under pretence of outftanding ballances due to them- 
(elves. The firft regulations eftablifhed were, that no collections fhould be 
permitted but fuch as were contained in what is called the annual ftate- 
ment ; and that all monies received fhould be lodged in a public treafury 
under three locks. Thefe provifions, however neceflary, offended Roy 
Dulub and Juggut Seet, who declared their intention to retire. The lat- 
ter particularly reprefented the eftablifhment of a public treafury as an af- 
front to his hpufe, which had always been entrufted with the receipts and 
difburfements of government. Mr. Bolts neverthelefs affirms him to have 
been appointed the company's fhrofff; but for this affertion, like the 

"* The correfpondence. abounds with complaints of. thjs nature. Vide in particular the letter of 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, App. p. r8i. No. 74. and alfoNo. 79. f Confideratipns, pi 158. 
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r jgr#ater j>ari of hi* book, we are indebted to the invention of the* au- 
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% Th« preffing iieceffities of the company in. Bengal, and the great de- 
jmands frdm out other fcttleiftents, rendered it imprudent to remit any part 
of the revenues. To increafe the burthens of the ryott, or cultivator, w$s 
at the fame time impoifible, without ruin to the country* The only fund 
of improvement was a diminution of the expence in cojle&ing. For this 
purpofe fupernumerary officers were difmifled. An exaft regifter was 
taken of thofe employed in each diftrift : and by leflening the profits of 
intermediate agents the people were in fome degree relieved from oppref- 
{ion, while the receipts of the treafury increased* 

The. uncertain impofts upon commerce had proved a plentiful fburce of 
abufe, chokeys, or cuftom-houfes, becoming daily more numerous in 
every part of the provinces.. Thefe were now reduced to a ftated number,, 
and proper officers appointed to enforce a regular and equal payment of 
duties. 

The fituation of the Englifh refident at the Durbar, furrounded by 
people whofe intereft led them to deceive, was fuch as in (uperintending the: 
colle&ion of the revenues required extreme caution. Every interpofitioa 
might produce the mofk important confequences ; and the novelty of the fcene 
afforded a large field for error. Much information* however, obtained by 
tracing many frauds to the fource, aided by experience acquired in the ma- 
nagement of the company's lands, where European gentlemen had the 
immediate adminiftration of the revenues, might probably have given a. 
better arrangement in the courfe of a few years : but orders now arrived 
from England,, which precluded a more minute inveftigation. 

It will be impoflible to do juftice either to the gentlemen in Bengal, or 
to the court of directors, without tracing thefe orders to their real fource, in 
the tranfadions of the company in England : but not to diAraft the reader's 
attention with too great a variety of matter, I fhali' firft explain how the 
rCTtoues chiefly arife, and the meafures purfued by the feleft committee. 

The 



i ::Tkp revenues are chiefly deriy^d from fc the Jiands, vyirich axs b^wa Ijy 
various denominations, Thofe called ryotty are poflefled by tenants resi- 
dent on the fpot, who by their grants ought to be continued as long as 
they paid their rents* But as larger rents have been frequently exaifted, 
an encreafe beyond what a tenant can afford, together with other 0££r£f- 
five demands from his fuperior landlord, or the officers of government, not 
unfrequently compels him to fly from the eftate, on which perhaps his 
family have fubfifted for many generations. 

The comar lands have no refident tenants, but are cultivated by con- 
trad, which there are many perfons in all parts of the country ready fo 
undertake, if the zemindar, who rents the diftrid, will ghre proper en- 
couragement. The zemindar ufually advances a fum of money to the cul- 
tivator, who would otherwife be unable to improve and till the land. The 

m 

crops when gathered in are divided according to the terms of the contraQ: 
between the two ; but as the indigent cultivator has probably fubfifted by 
means of an advance made by the zemindar, the latter, after fettling all 
accounts, will fometimes obtain the lion's fhare. 

When the ryott or farmer forfakes his habitation, and encouragement 
is wanted to cultivate the comar lands, both fall occafionally under the 
management of the officers of the government, and are then called cofs 
lands. Thefe laft generally decline much fn value in the hands of men, 
whofe tyranny has driven away the former tenants. By a wretched po- 
licy oppreffion becomes the intereft of thofe, who fhould protedl the peo- 
ple ; for as it is impoffible that the higher officers of government can 
ever know what part is really cultivated, the cofs is a never ceafi'ng oc- 
cafion of fraud in the accounts of inferior collectors *. 

The remainder of the lands* excepting fuch as are held by the imme- 
diate officers of government, are divided into talooks, jagtiires, and 

* Thefe particulars arc mote largely explained in the infiru&ions drawn up by, the prefident 
for the fupiavifcrft. Vide App. p. 227. 

•charitabjp 
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charitable or religious donations; " The talooks have been in geiieIrA pats- 
tial grants -to individuals; and many privileges are indulged totlie QWttert* 
particularly in their taxation. Jaghires * are allb grants 'from the 
prince* of lands. during the life of the grantee, fometaroes to his defcori- 
<iants. A fmall* tribute is ufually refer ved, the jaghiredars being freeirom 
every other impofition* The two laft divifidns, namely charitable and 
religious donations, have been given for various pufpofes by fucceffive 
princes, fome through zeal, but moil through iranity, and form no in- 
confiderable part of many diftri&s. Thefe» by the terms of the grant, are 
ufually exempt from all burthens. 

Other f lands are poffefled by the zemindars or officers, fbr the imme- 
diate fupport of themfelves and families. This mode of payment affords 
an ample field for thevexercife of fraud and oppreffion. Perpetual en- 
croachments are made, and lands, ftrutk out of the government books as 
wafte, are very commonly thus appropriated. The poor ryott alfo is h?re 
forced to labour for his lordly matter without reward, while perhaps his 
own farm at the fame time remains uncultivated. 

In the provinces of Burdwan and Midnapore, of which both the pro- 
perty and jurifdi&ion were ceded to the company by Meer Coffim in the 
year* 1760, thofe evils, which neceflarily flowed from the bad policy of 
the Moorilh government, had in no fort decreafed. On the contrary 
a plan was adopted in 1762, productive of certain ruin to the pro- 
vince. The lands were let by public au&ion for the ihort term of 
three years. Men without fortune or character became bidders at 
the fale; and while fome of the former farmers, unwilling to re- 
iinquifh their habitations, exceeded perhaps the real value in their of- 
fers, thofe who had nothing to lofe advanced yet farther, wifhing at 
all events to obtain an immediate pofleffion. Thus numberlefs harpies 

* Jaghires are frequently grants of annual ftipends, iffuing from the revenues of a particular 

.diftria. 

t Thefe grants much relcmble the talooks, and are in fome places clafled under that de- 
nomination. 

were 
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were let loofe to plunder, whom the fpoil of a miferaWe people enabled 
to complete their firft year's -payment. The renter under fo pre- 
ttriou* & tenure could not venture to encourage inferior farmers by ad- 
vancing^ money, which is feldom repaid within three years $ and without 
this advance, even the implements of hufbandry were wanting to cultivate 
the lands. Great part of the renters, incapable of fulfilling their engage- 
ments, applied to be difcharged within the fecond year, defirous of aban- 
doning their whole property, if they might be permitted to relinquifh their 
unprofitable farms, • A nominal increafe of revenue had by thefe means 
been obtained j but fo defective were thd a&ual receipts, that an un- 
precedented general- tax upon the bazee zemeen or charity lands, was 
now thought neceflary to complete the payments ftipulated to the 

company. 

. ...... „ 

This untoward fituatiorr induced the feleft committee in the autumn of 
1765, to appoint Mr. VSrelft fupravifor of Burdwkn. It appeared that on 
*Hfe fecond fale^for three years, bidders had been found for little more 
than two fifths of the lands, the moft beneficial of which wert held in dif- 
ferent names by the officers of government, and banyans of European 
gentlemen. The remainder, under the denomination of cofs, fell into 
the hands of* collectors, whb oppfeffed the people, bringing what they 
pleated to account. Thefe laft with afranknefs infpired probjfoly by a 
confidence of not being refufed, propofed to lay open all their frauds, 
and to 4ivid€ their profits ia fuch proportions as the refident and 
his agents fhould approve. , The firft obje& was to remove thefe 
vermin by finding tenants for the deferted lands; and, although 
the feafon was far advanced, many fubftantial people readily engaged 
upon ao affuraace of not being difpoflefled. A moderate rent was 
paid the firft year, a krger the fecond, and on the third the higheft 
which had ever hefore been given ; the tenants neverthelefs con- 
futing to pay any general tax that might afterwards be laid upon 
the whole province. The officers of government were compelled 
to relinquifh either their office or their farm. The burthens of the 
province were diminilhed ; and, while each individual reaped the fruits 

of 
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of his toil, the lands were highly cultivated and improved. The va- 
rious regulations eftablilhed would afford but an unpleafant detail*; 
let it fuffice therefore to obferve, that the revenue to the company ia- 
creafed, while Burdwan in a few years became the mod flourifhing tHf» 
tria of Bengal. 

Burdwan province, from the ift of May, 1760, to the end of April, 1770, 
in account with the Eaft-India company's treafury f for nett revenues, 

paid in, clear of all charges. 

1 
1 

May to the end of April. Cur. Rupees. 

- 607,48a 

- 3,841,987 

3,949,167 

- - 3,986,101 

- - 3,629,789 

■ » 

4>*88,I7I 

4>i4M7* 

— - - 4*158.387 

- . - 3*9481037 

The fame regulations were eftablifhed in the other proprietary lands of 
the company, with nearly the fame fuccefs. 

• Vide letter of Mr. Verdft, App. p. 212. No. 131. 

t This year the company obtained pofieffion, but only a (mail part of the revenues was 
brought into the treafury, after reducing the rajah. 

% Mr. Verelft was appointed to the fupraviforihip of this province in the year 1765, and the 
effe£b of bis arrangement will be (ben in the receipts of the fuccecding years, although part of 
the lands being let by auction, his regulations could only extend to die remainder. It mull alio 
be remarked, that the duties upon fait, made within the province, which in former years made 
a part of thefe revenues, were, after the eftablMhment of the fociety in the year 1765, paid into 
the ireafury of Calcutta. 

§ This iaft was the year of the general famine. 
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Midnapore province, from May 1760 to April 177°* 

May to the end of April. - Cut . Rupees. 

•- 116,925 

857,983 

• - 743*33° 

- - 7&777 

590,932 

73 2 »°55 

- 1,005,882 

884,390 
975,051 

- 902,1-49 

Calcutta towns, and twenty-four Purgunnahs, from May 1760 to April 1770. 

May to the end of April. Cur. Rupees. 

- 730,591 

- v 597»355 
- 486,352 

- ' 74«>»473 

979*349' 

- 602,459 

- 801,571 

- i»i 16,395 

- 1,030,464 

- 1,022,845 

. * Mr. Verelft took charge of this province in the year 1766, and the increafe of revenue may 
be fecn in the accounts of the fucoccding years. It mud be obferved, that during the three laft 
years, extraordinary cfcpences were incurred to reduce fome rebellious Zemindars upon the bor- 
ders of the province. Thefe expences being deducted, make the Aim paid into the company's 
treafury lets than from 1 766 to 1 767 ; but the actual receipts never fell fhort of the increafed rents 
;ftablifhed during the four lad years. 

f The arrangement of Mr. Verelft was made in the latter end of the year 1766, and the in* 
-eafed receipts need no other comment than a reference to preceding years. The apparent va* 
uion during former years was owing to the irregular payment of the Jaghire, the revenues them- 
ves having undergone no great alterations. 
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C3hittagong: province, from Janugry 1)761 to April 1770. 

- : ;: Cur. Riipc& 

- ■ 728,508 

■'■" - • - 467,36s 

'- f '' ' '- ■ 420,474 

~ " ' ~ 4°4f7*' 

* - ' 366,158 

. . - ' " - 378»«3<> 

- 422,766 

43 2 >54» 
- " . 398,835 

_ « % # ■ t 

When the dewanny was firft obtained by the company, a want of know-^ 
ledge, or even the means of immediate information, rendered it impoflible 
to correct the many abufes incident to the eftablifhed mode of colle&irig 
the revenues. Many caufes likewife concurred to make any direft inter* 
pofitipn at thiajtime highly impolitic. All power had in effed: been tfarif- 
ferred from the Subahdar of Bengal to the Englifji Eaft India company j 
but the lenient hand of time was neceflary to foftea that difguft, and quiet 
that alarm, which foreign nations, as well as the natives, might naturally 
concert^r upon fa great a change. The feledt committee considered, that 
fhould fhey attempt innovations upon the precarious foundation. of opi* 
nion, at2jr failure-of fuccefe might difarrange the affairs of their employer** 
difap^oint their -expectations, and afford a plaufi))Le* ground of complaint 
in England; where men, unacquainted wkh this very extenfive and com* 
plicated fubjedt, would judge wholly by- the event? and where various 
plans fucceflively adopted by contending parties, might, if the projedl 
were too haftily undertaken, remove aH probability of future improve- 
ment. ImpreiTed with thefe fentiments, they very wifely determined to. 
aflfume the flow but certain conviction of experience for their guide, giv- 

• This year includes great part of the revenue due in trie preceding year. Mr. Verelft was 
appointed to the chieffhip the beginning of 1 76 1 , and quitted it in 1 765. This province being 
expofed to frequent alarms, the revenues muft flu&uate more thanthofe in fecurc fituations. 
But it may deferve to be remarked that the Subahdarsof Bengal fcldbm received morc'thantwb. 
hundred thoufand rupees revenue. 

Ing 
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itog their iirft attention to thofe provinces, the revenues of which had been 
fubjed; to the adminiftration of Europeans from the firft ceffion of thefe 
lands by Meer Coffim, iii J760. The event correfponded to their views. 
id the year j 769, the condition of thefe laft mentioned provinces formed 
tfo ftriking a contrail to the other parts of Bengal, where the oppreffion of 
tlje ancient government was univerfally felt, that foreigners as well as na- 
tives began earneftly to wifh for a more extenfive reformation. The com- 
mittee therefore taking advantage of an equivocal permiffion in a letter 
from the court of directors, refolved to undertake this very arduous 

. Although the neceffity was urgent, yet the difficulties were great. In 
a pountry fo fubjedt to revolution, infinite varieties prevailed in the govern- 
ment of every feparate diftrid:. In fome hereditary rajahs preferved the 
appearance, rather of tributary princes, than delegates of power ; but the 
jealoufy of the Subahdars, and an increafed taxation had left them little 
more than a nominal authority. In other parts again, a forfeiture, or ex- 
tinction of thefe families, had eftablifhed the more immediate jurifdidtion 
of the Subahdar. Yet here perhaps the zemindars retained their heredi- 
tary rights. The greater part of the country laboured under an unbounded 
defpotifm, where the late diforders had increafed the evils incident to this 
ruinous ftate. Zemindars and collectors combined together to prevent a 
dete&ion of their frauds, and, fenfible of their own precarious condition, 
laboured by every oppreffion to accumulate that fpecies of wealth, which, 
capable of concealment, feemed alone to deferve the name of property ; 
while a long train likewife of dependents and intermediate agents fattened 
on the fpoils of the mduftrious ryott. The miidnefs of European manners, 
introduced by our influence at the Durbar, perhaps aggravated the mifchicf, 
hy removing in fome fort the reftraint of fear. 

To attempt a reformation, and at the fame time to preferve the reve- 
nues entire, required a minute local inveftigation. Supravifors were accord- 
ingly appointed to collect the necefTary information in the feveral divifions 
of the country. The nature of their office, the objed of the undertaking, 

*'L2 and 



and && nO^W^.ac^inpUfliing the bufinefs*iipon vrhutfi they were fcn£ 
are §> &Uy explained in the inftru£ions drawn tip by therprefident, that 
a farther difcuffion of the fubje& in this place would unneceffarily fatigue* 
the reader. It will here be fufficient to add, that fhould the meafure be 
tolerably executed* the bciard of revenue?, which the directors have fined 
eftablifhed, will find no materials can be wanting to effeQ: a complete ar* 
rangement, and dtfFufe that profperity which at prefent fo eminently difr 
tingnifhee the proprietary lands of the company* ■ ,i 

^ To judge of the condud of the felefl: committee, and their fucceflbrffj in 
the management of our revenues and commerce in Bengal, it will be ne- 
ceflary to take a view of the fitiiation of the directors, which, without any 
default in them* produced orders the moft ruinous to the company's 
affairs. 

When advice of the grant of the dewanny firft arrived in Ehgland* a 
party were in pofleflion of the direction, whofe greateft error perhaps wa* 
an impolitic profecution of certain gentlemen juft arrived from India f. Had 
they abftained frdm this ad: of national juftice, their power would have en*> 
abied them to refift the inter efted madnefs of others ; but it was impoffibleat 
this time toforefee that the chancellor of the exchequer fhould confpire 
•*rith a faction in Leadenhall-ftreet, to facrifice equally the intereft of the 
company, and that of the ftate. ■ " i 

The directors, aware of the difficulties to be encountered, endeavoured 
to increafe their own authority by removing every fufpicion of private in- 
tfereft in the opinions whkh they found it neceffary to recommend ; afld 
very laudably abftained from all % engagements which might leflfen theSr 
'Influence in the discharge of their public duty. Every precaution Wis 
vain. The torrent foon became irrefiftible, and men, ignorant of thfe 

«■:.... ... . . f . 
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- .^ScrAcIiftruftioii^^ ■ * ,v 

t, Fo^ a preach of covenants in the, receipt of prefents. ^ 

% Tfoefe gentlemen had the fcrft intelligence, and by purclafing Hock, might eafily hire 
: njacfe immehfi gains. Their fcrupulous dcJicacy and ftrift felftdenial appeared afterwards opOta 
4Uk eilmitttUo* at the bar of : the>boirfc of conamma. u 

fubjett, 
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ftbjedv prciomed to a&, until dearf-bought experieftoe graced the kripoffi- 
bility of feparating the intereft of the ftock~holder from that of the com- 
pany. . ■ -■■. --w ,f 

f »-.••. . * ■'_.>■ i*#i_K I : . 

« ^At thie time many . needy adventurers hoped a golden harvcftinthe 
flock, and paying* an immenfe intereft for money, were difpofed to facri- 
fiee every real advantage as proprietors, to the flattering profpeft of pre- 
fent gain. Thofe fervants of the company whole fafety depended'on the 
overthrow of the directors, employed their wealth in creating votes ; and 
fome candidates for the dire&ioiU to gratify their own ambition, readily 
placed themfelves at the head of fo refpe&able a corps* 

■ The faction thus formed, fteadily purfued their plan; and jwving by 
infinite arts raifed the public expectations greatly beyond the fize of the 
obje&, they fed the common defire of gain with promifes, which igno- 
rance inflamed by paflion could fcarcely hope to accomplish, 

A claim to the revenues on the part of the crown produced a negotiation 
with the minifter, when a contefted ele&ion for directors approaching, 
this troublefome fa&ion endeavoured to enlift as many as poflible by flat- 
tering the wifhes of alL They produced a plan of accommodation with 
gbvernment, by which nine hundred thoufartd pounds per annum were 
promifed to the exchequer, and fourteen per cent, dividend to the proprie- 
tors for fifty years: but fo little attention was paid to the means fuggefted 
for carrying this plan into execution, that the revenue was feparated from 
the trade ; and fuch a complication of accounts would have enfued, both 
at home and abroad, as mull have caufed endlefs difputes between govenw 
'meat and the company, equally injurious to the intereft of both. The 
directors, on the contrary, endeavoured to unite thefe interefts, discordant 
only to uninformed minds ; and, by making the receipts of the treafury 
depend on thofe of Leadenhall-ftreet, hoped to remove every ground of 
future jealoufy. They propofed to give four hundred thoufand pounds, 
or twelve and a half per cent, dividend to the proprietors, and apply one 
half of the remainder to the payment of the company's debts, the other 
moiety to be received by the exchequer. By fecuring a dividend to the 

proprietors 



ptoprteftW^ price of ftockwould. become is Thrt 

ahad peniianent; / Asr'the natdre of a trading company would admit : whild 
by appropriating the fiirplus, all future increafe of dividend would be«,a 
diflarit objedt, 'ahd the refolutions of the eourt of proprietors be no longer 
gcWeiTiedbythe View* of ItocfcigobberayorlatcreflatoC tltoAdlrc^ -By.ipar* 
tkupathig all ' advantages with the : exchequer a i » confidence might . be cJfta-t 
Hiihed, "Jsmd rrainifters no longer receive every <propofal of dire&ora with 
the jealbufy of a wvalv r 'A fudden -chaagg of circumftajices required many 
alterations in-reyenufc laws* many newtpolitical arrangements. Thefe 
wquld be undertaken- without the, embarraffment of diftruft, and execute 
ed as foon as known, to be right, without -doubting the iuforuurtion re*- 
ceived. It is not difficult to prove that had this union been effected, had 

* * * • - 

the heceffities of the company not been; aggravatecLby the urgentdemand of 
government and proprietors, and had not the trade from this caufe been 
managed with a view to a preient fupply, an immenfe fum might already 
have been gained to the company and the Hate. ...-.: 

The dke&ors had always been avcrfe to an increafe of dividend, until 
the debts of the company were reduced within thofe limits, which the legifla- 
ture had prefcribed, and which their former neccflities had compelled 

them to exceed *. They reprefentqd, that it was indifferent to the pro- 

• « «. .p. » . ..... . . . » 

.prietor, whether he borrowed to divide," or waited -till the money was re- 
ceived in the treafury. They gave it as their opinion that the payment of 
thefe extra debts fhould be the firft application of the returns from India, 
as a voluntary continuance in this excefs might afford fome pretence to 
thofe, who envied their prefent fituation. Thefe arguments were addreff- 
.ed to unwilling ears. A very numerous body of proprietors had little 
-concern beyond the prefent price of flock.,. To fuch, an immediate divi- 
dend became neceffary : and many others were not difplepfed to fee th? 
nominal value of their property fo greatly increafed. JJy a vote therefor? 
-of the general court an addition of four per cent, wa6 made to the annual 
.dividend. 

* The company are authorifed to borrow a certain fum upon bond, and none in any other 
•rmanner. It may juftly be thought that ordinary credit in the courfe of bufinefs is an implied 
exception. But the company, beGdcs delaying all payments, had been oMiged to borrow eight 
hundred thoufand pounds more than the fum allowed, and paid an intcreft for this monay. 

This 
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• This fuccefs ferved only to 'quicken the*appeti*e ofr hungry" adventurers 
Frefh troops pouring in every day, encouraged their i aflbciates by. a .. new: 
acceffion of ftrength. Heated by oppofition, with underftandings per- 
yerted by paffion, they; indulged thrir imaginations in gaudy dreams o£ 
wealth, and already begat* to talk of fifty, per ^ cent j dividend being inade- 
quate to our prefeirt poflefliona. Impatient of 'delaiyuii*. the negotiation^ 
with government, they anticipated thfr twelve; and a half per 'centl which 
the directors had ilipulafed in their piropofal. Some fervants of the crown, 
thinking this refolution too hafty, introduced into the houfe of commons, 
a bill for refcinding their vote, and reftraining the proprietors during one 
year. To remove fo fuse an obftacle to the views of thefe adventurers, no 
compliance was thought too great, and the whole party immediately ten- 
dered their fervice to the minifter j an offer which-xvas readily accepted* 



^ . • 



Mr. Charles Townfend, who, as chancellor o£ the exchequer, had the 
chief conduct of . the negotiation on. the part of government, was fully 
icnlible of the advantages which might refuU to the nation and to the 
company from the plan prppofed by the dire&ors.., ? Several meetings had 
been held, iii which the whole !was explained*! ; and every obj,e£fion an- 
fvvercd fo much to the fatisfaftion of Mr. Townfend, that he repeatedly 
declared, this was the fingle plan, among the many propofed, which 
could render Bengal truly beneficial to Great Britain. The directors were af- 
terwards aftonifhed to find a fuddeft change bffentiments ; ami that nothing 
Gould fatisfy the chancellor of the exchequer but. four hundred thoufand 
pounds to be paid yearly, and a total indemnification of one (hilling per pound 
duty on black teas, which amounted nearly to two hundred thoufand pounds 
more. The diredtors refufing to comply with this unreafonable demand, 
loon learnt, that others were more tradable : and many pcrfonal argu- 
ments were ufed, which might induce them to yield to a neceflity that 
could not he refilled. The directors neverthelefs continued firm in their duty. 

Before this laft event the negociation was far advanced, and this fingle' 
difficulty remained, whether* after the dividend of four hundred thoufand 
pounds to the proprietors, one half or two thirds of the remainder ihonld 

be 
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U paid i»tp*he «ca>heque^ Mr; Townfend n£gleftcd the ftrongeft re- 
iBanfttaqges <of our dire&ars, met their opponents at the St. Al bap's ta-< 
vera, ^nd bartered the biU depending in parliament for a vote of the pro* 
prietors. So eaggf were this fa&ion inipuriuit oftfyeir objeft, that they 
overioolfpd the BH^&dof obtaining it* Afk* the/ h*cL carried ; the mipifter'a 
point by an unconditional vote of a general court, they found themfel vce 
deceived; A heavy burthen was i entailed on the company, while at the 
feme time the reftraiiting bill pafled the houfe, Mr. Townfcnd, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, dividing in the minority. 

- The dire&ors heuig infofined of the mtnifter's alliance, produced an 
unanimous refblution of their coprt, condemning the intended motion 
as dangerous to the company. Their ^ppofi&on \vas yain, and the roea- 
fure was carried in the court of proprietors by a fmall majority. 

The precedent being once eftafclifhed, no niiriifter, whatever might be 
his own fentiments, could afterwards venture to accept, what might be 
deemed by country gefitlemen in parliament worfe terms. The fame 
agreement was therefore extended to feven years, after a long and well 
eontefted oppofition frdm;the authors of the former plan. Thefe gentle- 
men, dfeferted and betrayed* yet maintained the firuggle, unfeduced by flat- 
tery, unawed by threats. By fuchcondudt they loft their own ele&ion, 
as happened once before* in the year 1763, but without the fame fuccefs 
in the public ca^fe: for by the firft jlruggle they obtained an alteration 
in the final articles of peace, which excluded.the French from any mili-* 
tary eftablifhment in Bengal, and fecured out prefent dominions in the 
Eaft to the Britifh nation *♦ 

The firft attack upon the company -in parliament was led by a 
gentleman, who talked of forfeiture of charter, and right of conqueft in 
the crown. In fhort he feemed to think that no confideration of law, juftice, 
or policy, fhould deter men armed with power from confifcating fo rich 
a prize. Had he fpoken merely his own fentiments, thefe would have 
defer ved little attention. But clofely conne&ed as this gentleman was with 

* The French were by the preliminary articles reftored to all their conquefb. 

the 
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the leading perfdn in the cabinet^ fuch a language could Hot fail to occ&-~ 

fion very ferious alarms. Frivolous diftin&ions were alfo countenanced- 
m parliament to the difgrace of common fenfe, while the true ground of 
argument was almoft tlegleded. Few ventured to contend that, indepen- 
dent of that regard which is ever due to the facred rules of prt>perty; 
the poffeflion of thefe revenues by the crown might endanger our 
happy form of internal government, but could never produce any real: 
benefit to the British nation. 

Imprefled with thefe terrors, apprehenfive of complaints from foreign^ 
nations to the Britifh court, which a narrow policy might encourage, . 
every application for powers to govern their fervants rejedted, the direc- 
tors faw no fafety, but in upholding the Moorifh government in Bengal; 
and fent the moft pofitive orders to the committee to avoid any exercife 
of dominion. A repetition of thefe- commands was the neceflary confe- - 
quence of their increafing difficulties, while an oppofing party called for 
new men and new meafures, vaunting the moft magnificent promifes ; • 
and when a fear of not fulfilling the * engagements of the c6mpany ren* 
dered it impracticable to rife a dimunition of revenues, which were 
now become their only remaining fund : for the profits of the China trade 
had been almoft annihilated by the fame hafty vote that gave the four 
hundred thoufand pounds to government From this fituation likewife 
flowed a continual increafe of the company's inveftment j" , fronr three 
hundred and fifty thoufand to eight hundred thoufand pounds per annum, 
which could not be effe&ed without fome degree of violence. An annual 
export of fpecie from Bengal was likewiie neceflary, as from the ur- 
gent demand of government and proprietors it became iinpoffible to fup- 
ply the China market with filver from Europe. Thus in five years next 
fucceeding the grant of the Dewany, Bengal was drained in 

Supplies of bullion to the other fettlemcnts ----- 1,284,008 
Goods, ftores, bills, &c to ditto ----- 620,337 

And cargoes on our European fhips - - - - - - 3^37,266 

■I* ■ i 1 

Total - - - • - ■ . - - - 4,94.1,6; I- 

* Amounting to a million ftcrling per annum. 

t This term fignifies the goods purchafed for the European markets. 

*M- State 
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State- of -fiefigafl Revenues and Chargei, ihewtng the graft and natt Receipt of flheCom- 

Uevenues. 



Mar April 

Calcutta' and Dhees and twen- 
ty-four Purgunnahs 
Burdwan 
Mi dn a pore 
Chittagong 
Muxadavad diftri&s 
Bahar -province - 
1766—1767 
Calcutta and Dheea, &c. 
Burdwan 
Midnapore 
Chittagong 
Muxadavad 
Bahar 



Commiffion paid 
1767— 1768 
Calcutta and Dhqes, &c. 
Burdwan 
Midnapore 
Chittagong 
Muxadavad 
Bahar 



1768— 1769 
Calc 



Commiffion paid 



Calcutta and Daces, A-c. 

Burdwan 

Midnapore 

Chittagong 

Muxadavad 

Bahar 

Comrniuion paid 
1769— 1770 
Calcutta and Dhces, &c. 
Burdwan 
Midnapore 
Chittagong 
Muxadavad 
Bahar 

CommiFion paid 



Grols 
Receipts 


Charge), tollec. 
.'™'.lhl«,. 


Nett receipts 


Total 


Total in 
pounds 
fter. 


Cur. Rupees 
10,61.079 
4O»78i306 
7>58,25« 
4»3 6 >*35 
"»»9&»555 
18,41,70c 


Ciir. Rupees 
4,58,620 
5,10,452 
26,203 
70,077 
35.59,993 
5,01,764 


Cur. Rupees 
6,02,459 
35,67.854 
7.32.05S 
3,66,158 
83,36,562 
13,40,936 


Cur. Rupees 

149,46,024 

224,67,500 
209,68,937 


Pounds 
1,681,427 

2,527.594 
2,359,005 

2,402,19c 

2,089, s(.8 


200,73,133 t 51^,27,109 


8,01,571 
42,88,171 
10,05,882 

3.78.830 
102,17,505 
59.39.392 


'1)60,378 
51,01,961 
io,6r,i49 
4,83,562 
181,54,424 
78,68,020 


3,58,807 
8,13,790 
55.2 6 7 
',04.732 
79,36.919 
19,28,628 


338,29,494 I'll 


226,31,351 
1.63,851 


'5.&3>953 
50,22,579 

9.SO.093 

5,'3.S27 

183,34,265 

56,86,478 


4.47.558 

8,73,108 

6 5.7°3 

91,061 

86,29,178 

7,87.712 


11,16,395 

41,49,471 
8,84,390 
4,22,766 

97,05,087 

48.98,766 


320,71,195 1108,94,320 


211,76,875 
2.07,938 


15,11,649 
5'.26,63S 
10,32,478 
5,12,224 
191,98,583 

02,82,503 


4,81,185 

9,68,248 

57.427 

79,684 

9°./7.445 

7.43.988 


10,30,464 
4i,s8.3'< 7 
9.75.051 
4.32,540 
101,21,138 
55.38,515 


336,64,072 |if4,07,977 


222,56,095 
9,03,290 


'4.oi.°39 

4'-:.r-j ,n- 
9,59,321 
4,72,518 
170,26,778 
48,96,666 


4,68,194 

9,12,107 

57.172 

73.683 

84,69,179 

8,41,169 


10,22,845 
39,48,037 
9,02,149 

3'9M35 
85.57-599 

4°.S5'497 


185,72,159 


297,06,460 1108,21,504 


1)18,84,962 
3,12,803 




Cur. Rupees 


983.07,425 


1 1,059.584' 



[ 



Lord Clirc's fecoud government commenced in May, 1765- He rengnedto'MtvVerciitin J 
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afi Land Revenues and the Civil and Military Charges, from May 1765, to April 1770. 

Charges. 



k> m 



Civil 
Charges 



Military charges . 



Bengal 
charges 



Ex pence of the 
Bengal detich- 
mem a&iog on 
>heT M ft. . 



Cur. Ru 

20,99>8^2 



peesCu 



. 1 .. » pw^ mm 



tr. Rupees 
64* 32>+«9 i 



27> f 3?7$7 



24,29,413 



timatcd 
r. Rupees 



26,29,108 



26,71,986 



. 



Total 



Buildings 
and fortifica- 



Cur, Rupees Cur. Rupees 

64,32,489 



79,69,259 



74,28,168 



75**3**77 



75,90,169 



1 25,44,096 1369,43,362 



10,70,052 



12,28,518 



9^13,118 



79,69,259 



84,98,220 



87>5i>795 



85.03.287 



uons 



Total 
charges 



Cur. Rupees 
8,68-237 



Cur. Rupees 
94,00,548 



10,40,144 



19,78,081 



24,07,765 



17,481229 



32,11,6881401,55,0501 80,47,456 



1 



"7> 2 3*i7° 



129,05,714 



137,88,668 



™ws>s°* 



607,41,602 



Total in 

pounds 

fter. 



Pound* 
1,057,562 



1,318,856 



1,451,892 



1,551,225 



i»453»894 



WWW 



T^-fi • 



57, who continued in that office to the end of the year 1769. 
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Cfl A P. IIL 
The Money and Coinage of Bengal. 

> 

THE too eager defire of parliament, and the proprietors of India 
(lock, to derive immoderate advantage from the acquifitions of the 
•Company, gave birth to many evils, which a wifer policy, and more 
temperate conduit at home, might eafily have prevented. It has already 
been remarked, that this caufe precluded all innovation in the manage- 
ment of the revenues, perpetuating thofe abufes which, derived from a re- 
mote antiquity, had grown to an enormous fize under the government of 
fucceflive fubahdars. Ruinous as thefe were to the induftry of the na- 
tives, the impatient demand upon Bengal, as an inexhauftible mine of- 
wealth, fuperadded many other caufes of decline to thofe which already 
opprefled the laborious inhabitants. Each year brought orders from 
Europe to enlarge the company's inveftment, while complaints were at 
the fame time received of the increafing price of manufactures, which a 
competition between the French, Dutch, and Englifh, neceflarily occa- 
sioned. 

It had been thd practice off thofe merchants, \vith whofti the Com- 
pany's fervants made their contracts, to advance money to the manu- 
facturer, without which he would freqilefctly be unable to procure the 
materials of his work. But as this mode of obtaining merchandize muft 
fometimes prove defective, through the accidental inability of private men 
to furnifh the necefTary fupplies to the workman, and many hands muft 
confequently remain unemployed ; it was thought expedient by the go- 
vernor and council, when the above-mentioned ortiers arrived, to make 
the like advances to fuch manufacturers as muft othetwife have lain idle. 
Contracts thus in part executed on one fide, afforded a temptation to 
fraud on the other ; and the workman, unlefs flriCtly watched, often re* 
fold his goods for their full price to a ftrangcr. 

The 
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The gomaftahs, or agents of the company, were neceflarily therefore 
entrufted with powers, which they frequently abufed to their own emolu- 
ment ; and an authority given to enforce a juft performance of engage- 
ments, became, notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance of the higher fer- 
vants, a fource of new oppreffion. The influence of thefe agents proved 
fo deftrudtive of induftry, that, before any remedial meafures were de- 
vifed at home, the council determined, at the hazard of not fulfilling 
the orders of their conftituents, to refume the old method of forming the 
inveftment, by contra&ing folely with merchants in different parts of the 
country. 

Within the fpace of four of five years, the exportation of Bengal ma- 
nufa&ures, by the feveral European companies, had encreafed to more 
than 700,000 /. per annum, beyond the extent of their former invert- 
fflents *. That by our company alone amounted, in the year 177 1, to 
768,500/, fterling, wholly purchafed with the revenue of the country, 
and without importing a fingle ounce of filver. Foreign companies like- 
wife bought their goods with money received from private individuals, 
who took bills for the amount upon the refpe&ive companies in Europe* 
Thus an influx of bullion, which in former times exceeded a million fter- 
ling annually, was, by the great change in our fituation, effe&ually ob- 
ftrudted ; while large fums were moreover exported from the circulating 
fpecie of Bengal. In the five years next fucceeding the grant of the De- 
wanny, the fums exported in filver by the Englifh Company alone amount- 
ed to 1,284,008/. fterling. Indeed, the practice of fending filver from 
Bengal to China commenced as early as the year 1757, and continued 
without remiflion to the year i77of. Formerly the commerce of Bengal, 
with different countries of the Eaft, had yielded a very confiderable bal- 
lance, paid in bullion ; but this trade, which was greatly affe&ed by the 
troubles in Perfia, and in the countries bordering on the Red Sea, was 
now ruined by the over-grown influence rof the European Companies, 

* It mud be remembered, that in the year 1.765 the French Company made their firft irveft- 
mentin Bengal, fincethe reduftion of Chandernagore in the year 1757. 

t Much the greateft quantity \va« fent, fubfequent to the grant of the Dewanny in the 
year 1765. 

who 
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who cngrofled all the manufactures. of Bengal. Such was die rigour exep- 
cifed to complete the quantity required by our directors, that the Na~ 
bob has found it difficult to procure the neccflary fupply^ for his houfliold,, 
without making application to the. EngUflv agents* 

* t ■ * 

From the redudion of Chandernagore in *757* to the commencement 
of a gold coinage in 1766, Bengal had loft* by deficiency in the ufuaL 
imports of bullion, and by exportation of filver, more than eight millions, 
fterling*. .It mull here be obferved, that* money always retained its valuer 
in Bengal. The commodities purchased with bullion continued to yield 
an equal profit to the merchant, which . demonftrabiy proves, that the- 
money circulating in fpecie never exceeded the demands of induflry. Un- 
der thefe circumftances, a rapid diminution of the current coin myjft ne- 
ceflarily impede the internal commerce of the country, and difcQurage the 
exertions of induflry in all, whofe labour could alone render Bengal a va-»- 
luable poffeflion to the Britifh nation. Early and repeated reprefentationa . 

• The foregoing eftimate commences at a period when the extraordinary foccefs attending 
our military operations in India produced fuch richer to the company, ami to individuals, 09 
effe&ed an entire revolution in the mercantile fyftem, hitherto obferved by all European nations- 
trading in Bengal. France having loft her fettlemcnts, loft alfo her trade in Bengal, from 1757 
to 1765 j whence .the country was deprived of the fupply France was accuftomed to fend ia 
treafure, amounting, communibus annii y to 200,000 /. 

* As theEnglifli Company was liberally furniflied with money, either fiipulated for indemnU 
fication, reftitution, &c. or borrowed of private individuals on their bonds and bills, they dif- 
continued fending bullion to Bengal, the annual amount of which ufually exceeded 250,000/. 

The Dutch were the greateft importers of filver, not only for purchafmg home investments,. 
but alfo procuring opium, an article of great confequence to the trade of theirEaftern fettlements, 
and alfo upon account of a confiderablc profit arifing to their fervants from coining into ficca ru- 
pees, in the nabob's mint, ingots fent from Batavia. They likewife discontinued fending bul- 
lion for more than four years,, and thereby deprived Bengal of more than 300,000/* per annum. 

Even theDanes, finding they could borrow money at a low intereft and advantageous ex- 
change, on refpondentia bonds and bills, with-held their little afjiftance, which indeed fcldom 
exceeded 30,000/. a year. 

Of more confequence to Bengal was the declining trade with Perfia and the Red Sea, the 
ballancc of which, in fpecie, had been reduced fince the troubles above alluded to, from 18 or 20 
Licks, about 180,000/. fterling annually, to 3 or 4 lacks. If to thefe drawbacks, from the ufual 
importation of filver, we add the fums aftually exported from Bengal to China and other fettle- 
ments, fupplying the army ftationed out of the provinces, king's tribute remitted to Jllah-abad, 
and the fpecie carried off by Coflim Ally Cawn, the whole lofs, in the courfe of 12 years, will 
appear to exceed 13 millions fterling •, a fum fo immenfe as will fcarce gain credit with thofe 
u ho have not been at the trouble of examining the particulars, 

of 
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«£ this growiftg evil were made *by the £ble& committee, who exhorted 
the directors to consider of fome expedient to obviate the alarming confe* 
quences of a fcarcity cf coinf. Unfortunately the dire&ors were fo pe-» 
culiarly fituated, that the remonftrances of their fervante produced no ef- 
fe£t Influenced, perhaps, by an opinion of the great riches of Bengal, 
they believed thefe dangers lefs immediate than the difficulties they were 
likely to encounter by ail oppafition to the public expectations :£. Large 
inveftments from China, and every part of India, became neceflary to 
defray the great demands of the company. Hence the fatal policy of 

. exporting treafure was invariably purfued. To the fervants, however, in 
Bengal, the coftfequences of this meafure were not long a iubjedt of fpe- 
rotation. The feled committee faw clearly that difficulties niuft foon 

. multiply from a fcarcity of coin, which might prove equally ruinous to 
the company's commercial and political interefts ; and they did not hefi- 
tate'thercfore to attempt what appeared to them the only poffible remedy. 

-But before this fubjefl; can be linderftood* it will be neceflary to explain 
the current money of Bengal 

A writer of reputation has here employed his pen, and added the errors 
t)f his own fpeculations to thofe which mifinformation refpe&ing affumed 
ftfts has Aeceflarily produced *. Hefuppoles the current rupee, like the 
pound fterling in England, to be the general money of account in Ben- 
gal. A flight attention to the term current \ evidently derived, from the 
Latin, would have fhewn it to be of European extra&ion ; and in fa& 
the expreffion is wholly unknown to the natives, who make ufe of the 
Sicca rupee, that being the eftablilhed coin of the country. This error 
,would fcarcely have deferved notice, but that many fuppofed confe- 
quences, which, were the fa& true, would by no means follow, have 
been laborioufly deduced from this miftake* 

However, u the coins of a country may be changed for convenience/* 
this writer would always have " the denominations given to the new 

t Letters from thfc Committee, 30th of January, 1766, 24th March, 1766, 9th December, 
1766, and 6th October, 1767. Vid Appendix. 

X Court of Direftors to Seleft Committee, 2 1 ft November, 1766, par. 10. Vid. Appem 
** This gentleman has lately written fome Observations for the Ufe of the Court of Diredors. 

" coins 
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" coins conftantly preferve an exadt proportion of value to this ftandarcT 
" unit," or current rupee, " by which accounts are kept." If by 
thefe expreffions be meant, that the unit ftioulil exprefs a certain quan- 
tity of the precious metals, and that the denominations of all corns 
. fhould conform to that unit, according to their intrinfic value, it is fuf- 
ficient to fay, that the fame thing is effie&ed by giving a certain denomi- 
nation to a certain quantity of filver, as in the Sicca rupee, which is the 
fole coin legally current in Bengal. The author plainly intends fome- 
thing more, becaufe the change here fpoken of is upon a fuppofed varia- 
tion in the relative value of gold and. filver, in which cafe the fame deno- 
mination of value can no* longer exprefs the fame quantity of the re- 
fpedive metals as it did before. Let us (uppok pound to: exprefs a value 
equivalent to one gold coin, or ten filver coins of the fame weight and 
finenefs, the price of metals being as one to ten. If the relative value 
. of the metals varies, and becomes as one to fifteen * pound can no longer 
exprefs the tea coins in filver, and one in gold of equaL weight and fine- 
nefs, without expreffing different values, when applied to gold, or when 
applied to filver. In this fenfe of the unit, as reprefenting a certain 
quantity of each metaU it would be impoffible " to preferve an exadl 
« proportion of value to the ftandard unit." Therefore the unit, in the 
language of our author, muft reprefent an ideal fomething permanent in 
its nature; with which the quantities of gold and filver, and the denomi- 
nations refpedtively given to each, may be compared as with a known 
ftandard. Indeed the term Jtandard> conjoined with unity proves that 
he ufes it in this fenfe. Here a difficulty occurs. As all our ideas are 
derived from the impreffion of material fubftance, he who ufes a term not 
expreffing fome fuch impreffion, difcourfes without an idea; and until, 
this difficulty be refblved,. it is a vain attempt to reafon^.. 

* It is plain we are not here fpeaking of ideas derived from the operations of our own mind, 
which having no fimilarity, cannot be compared with fubftances exifting without us ; nor of 
a generic term in language, which, omitting every circumftance of time, place, &c. peculiar 
to the individual, exprefles a fpecta. Standard unit muft here be the name of an individual 
wdflence, or it means nothing. 

Farther, 
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'Farther, it is in^poffible that the unit, of morfey of accpunt, (hould 
he itfelf a. ftaridard, or have any other fignLfication than to exprefe a cer- 
tain 'quantity of current coin. The unit, or denomination in account, 
exprefles the extent of a debt. When this debt is paid iti any current 
coin^ according to the legal denomination, the obligation is difcharged. 
The value of the unit (which exprefles only a demand of a certain quan- 
tity of legal money) muft therefore be determined by the -value of the 
coin. Here it will be afked, what is the ufe of the unit, or money of 

account? Evidently this. It is merely a number affumed, with rela- 

. . . * 

tion to the method of account by tens, more eafily divifible upon paper 
than any legal coin. It facilitates to the merchant the calculation of ex- 
changes, being a convenient medium for refolving the legal denomina- 
tion of money in one country into the money of another. Thus the 
pound fterling Englifh " reprefents in accounts twenty fliillings, or two 
tens. The Sicca rupee varies in value, in the proportion of i j6 to in. 
The natives take the 116 as their unit or money of account, being the 
Sicca rupee, during the firft year of circulation. The Englifh, to avoid 
fractional numbers, take the' decimal 100, by relation to which they cal* 
culate all debts and credits, and eftimate all other coins. This .-J-ty parts 
of the Sicca rupee conftitutes that money of account, to which the Eng- 
lish have 'given the name of current rupee. 

In the farther progrefs of his reafoning, the author abovementioned con- 
tradicts himfelf. He proves what no man could want to fee proved, that 
debafing the legal coin will leflen the value of the unit, or money of ac- 
count. But how is this confident with his former notion of the unit be- 
ing itfelf ajlandard 'f Thus in admeafurement, if the foot be thejlaiidard, 
taking away one third part of the yard will make the latter to confift only 
of two feet, but will not leflen the foot. Whereas, if the yard be the 
Jlandard, and the- denomination foot exprefles a certain proportion of the 
yard, then the foot will be leffened with the yard, and become fhortcr by 
one third part. In the fame manner if any alteration in the coin atleds 
the unit, the coin and not the unit muft be the Jl l an dard.— -The error of our 
authorhas probably arifen from conildering the manner in which fome 

* N fovercigns 
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ibvereigns have decreed, that they will not pay their debt*. Should, for 
inftance, a law pafs in this country that ten fhillings in future fhall be 
equal to a pound fterling ; this law might feem to raife the value of the 
{hilling, and to make the pound the ftandard of eftimation : but fio fuch 
confequence would follow. The (hilling would not purchafe a greater 
quantity of any one commodity. The law would indiredly carry this im- 
port, that debtors ffrould difcharge their engagements by paying half the 
fum agreed, fiy changing the application of a name* it would in effeft 
be faid to the public creditor, you advanced" twenty fhillings, which we 
then called a pound : you fhall now receive only ten fhillings; but that 
we may feem to obferve the. terms of our contract, the different fums fhall 
obtain the fame name. 

If the coin be the ftandard refpe&ing the unit* by what relation can* 
the value of the coin be itfelf afcertained ? The natural criterion^ 
is the price of bullion in the market. But before we can explain- 
how the value of coin will be afFe&ed by this price y we muft enter more 
deeply into the ftibje<£h 

All purehafe is exchange. Among rude nations, whofe wants are few* 
this exchange is made in the bulky articles of confumption. Others, more 
refined, adopt a medium of commerce, the precious metals ; and as the • 
Uft improvement, a certain ftamp is added to certain quantities of the re-- 
fpe&ive metals, that the value of each piece may be known by infpe&ion. 
Here a curious queftion occurs. Can a fovereign, by debafing the curr 
rent money, raife its actual operative value above the intrinfic worth, de- 
pending on the quantity of pure metal contained in the coin ? Independent 
of the effedt of habit, which may make a people regard a name when the 
thing itfelf is changed, it appears to me that he cannot *.. The fovereign 
may give to coin a nominal value beyond the price of bullion, but to in- 
creafe its a&ual value, would be to fix by law the price of every commo- 
dity to be purchafed with coin.. By varying the denomination of money, 
the nominal valtie of bullion, as of every other commodity, might be lef- 

* It will afterwards appear that this ought to be underftood with a certain limitation, which 
cannot here be explained. 

fened; 
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fened or increafed; but the a&ual value of coin or .bullion to the pdffq{Tor> 
muft be eftimated by their jeffeft in purchafing the neceffaries of li£e. In* 
this view their value will depend on the quantities of the precious njetals* 
^nd of the merchandize with which they are compared, an<J therefpe&ive. 
demand for each* Now, as the quantity of every fpecies of merchandize 
will encreafe in proportion to the art and induflry employed in the cultiva- 
tion and manufacture, while perhaps the demand continues the fame, it 
will ever be impoffible to fix the value of coin or bullion . by any perma- 
nent ftandard. In fad, the precious metals being uniyerfally received as 
the medium of commerce, have an equal relation to every thing which is 
fold ; and from thefe various relations combined, remits their adual value. 
Here the detail is infinite, and eludes all inveftigation. Neither is it pof- 
fible to find a certain ftandard in any ideal point between the relative value 
of the two mejals gold and filver *. Compare the two metals to each 
other at diftant periods of time, a variation is obferved iq their relative va- 
hie. How can we difcover whether the one has rifen or the dther fallen 
in value ? This can only be known by the inveftigation above mentioned ; 
an inveftigation fo complex, that ho underftanding can comprehend it, no 
experience can furnifh the requifite materials. Now, as the value of the 
unit (pound fterling, current rupee, &c.) is determined by its relation to 
the two metals, it will ever be impoffible to make this denomination re- 
prefent a fixed and permanent valuef. 

The precious metals have been received as the common medium of com- 
merce, not becaufe they are abfolutely free from all flu&uation in value; 
but becaufe they are lefs fubjedt to this inconvenience than any one' mer- 

* This is very imperfe£Hy cxprcfled, but when we grafp at the mere creature of another 
man's imagination, our expreifion muft be inadequate. The author we allude to fecms to con-* 
ceive it poflible, by adding to the quantity of pure metal in the coin, as gold or filver may hap- 
pen to fink in price, to preferve fome intermediate denomination (as the pound fterKng between 
our guinea and (hilling) at a certain fixed and permanent value. 

t While certain coins are current bylaw, the value of the unit muft be determined by that 
of the coin. But it is plain the author intends to fix the value of the unit independent of the 
coin, and alfo of the price of bullion, from the propofal he makes of adding to the quantity of 
pure metal contained in the coin, as the price of bullion decreafes. The propofal itfelf is an ad- 
million that the value of the unit depends immediately on that of the coin. 

N 2 chandizei 






9* A'VlEW^OFTmfcNSfclSTHP 

charttfize, arid thewfrorfe for m tfte beft tept efentatit* 4>f 4fi£ They are <fi- 
vifible iri atoy proportions Wtehotrt loft. They e&ttfy fake, and kmg retain* 
an iraproflionv Th8 ^iHtity" being' frtfeW, a great vahte is contained in a- 
narrow; c\3m$afe; Bekig removed From the ordinary ptrrpofes of life, they 
ire little rabjeQr to cohfumptron : and being now received a* the univerfaf 
fepreferf tative 1 of afl tfeihgs fold, the demand ean be Kttle governed by ca- 
lif ieeY' THeTe^tiafilres' iftake them to arrfwet tolerably weft the purpofes 
of coni; ihd if trie matt who has motley finds his property ro ftudhiate in 

vSliie,' this" ib common to him with the pofleffor of every other Jpecies of 
health, aad iti £ tefs degree. * 

The autfior above mentioned obferves, " That if no perfon can coin but 
ri one, that one may put a value upon his coining, as any artift may put 
u a value upon an art which he alone poffeffes, unrivalled by any ether." 
If by this phrafe be meant, that he may put an arbitrary value on the coii> 
to any extent, it is not true, unlefs he could alfo compel men to become 
purchafers. The truth feems to be (for on a fubjeft fo obfeure, it were 
prefumption to affirm any thing) that the precious metals being univerfally 
adopted as the medium of commerce, and reprefentative of every thing 
fold, acquire thence a value. Again, few perfbns can judge of the qua- 
lity, or in other words of the pure metal contained in any mafs produced 
to their view ; and even the few fufiiciently fkilled can arrive at this know- 
ledge only by a long and expenfive procefe. In the ordinary dealings 
therefore of men, the convenience 6f knowing by inlpe&ion the quality^ 
of the metal, fuperadds a value to the coin beyond the price of bullion. 
If denominations be given to the coin nearly correfponding with this 
enhanced value, the people readily receive it upon this eftimation, and 
the coin becomes current by general confent. For no pofitive law can 
make coin current at a certain value, without fixing the price of every 
Aing trtiich money cin purchafe. 

Ought a fovereign in good policy to take advantage of this enhanced 

value to defray the expence of coinage, &c. or ought he to make the de- 

nomina^ 



f 
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nomination of the coin, tfo coweipond exa&ky with tke price of bullion, ao- 
co*di*ig to the put* metai contained in the coin ? An exa& conformity is 
pecoBimended by the writer above mentioned; neverthelefs it appears, that 
the denomination of the coin ought to exceed in a certain degree the pner 
of bullion, or it will be impoffible to preferve the coin in circulation^ 
Suppofe the price of filver bullion to rife : no man will exchange his filver 
coin for gold coin, becaufe by melting it, the bullion fold in the market 
will produce more gold coin than an exchange according to the legal de- 
nominations. Let gold bullion rife in price, the reverfe muft happen,. 
Every fluctuation in the price of bullion will deftroy one fpecies of coin. 
But if the denomination of money be raifed in a moderate degree above the 
price of bullion, any minute variation will not affeft the coin. The ge- 
neral convenience of having a common medium of commerce will uphold 
its value correfponding with th? denomination given, and bejng long ufeA 
as the representative of all things fold, it will fxong, habit, acquire a vahi£ 
in fome meafure independent of bullion.. 



I have thought it neceflary to enlarge more fully upon this fu£je£E, ,be-* 
eaufe the learned author referred to, has, by fallacious arguments, found- 
ed upon erroneous principle?, deduced many important confequences 
refpe&ing the company's revenue, and the meafi^res adopted hy their 
fcrvants. 

In Bengal the Sicca rupee has ever been the only legal coin ftruck and 
authorifed by the prince. Its denomination, like that of njoney in moft 
countries, exceeds the price of bullion j but this excefs is moderated by an 
annual difcount, the denomination finking gradually in three years in the 
proportion of one hundred and fixteen to one hundred and eleven. Various 
t other rupees, differing from each other in weight, finenefs, and impref- 
fion^ are applied to the purpofes of commerce; btyt before they can be Re- 
ceived, it is neceflary to eftimate the intrinfic value of each piece, and cal- 
culate the price of the whole mafs by relation to the Sicca rupee. To 
adjufl this variety of exchanges is become a fcience too intricate for the 

attention 
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attention of merchants who are obliged to retain in their fervice a fet of 
men, called fhroffs, bred up in the profeffion of exchanging money, and 
affaying metals by the touch. In progrefs of time, thefe fhroffs are grown 
up to fo numerous and wealthy a body as to hold in their hands almoft the 
whole fpecie of the country. This fituation of monied property has an 
effeft which muft now be explained to the reader* 

No fooner does bullion, receiving a certain impreffion, become coin; 
that is, pafs, upon infpedtion, according to its legal denomination, than a 
profit may be gained by making and circulating fimilar coin of a lefs in- 
trinfic value. To reprefs this evil in Europe, fever e laws are ena&ed 
againft fuch offenders. The crime with us is accounted high treafon. The 
care of profecuting it is committed to a particular * officer ; and the 
punifhment, on convidion, never remitted* If, notwithftanding this 
rigid exertion of authority, bafe coin is not uncommon in England, what 
might be expe&ed in Bengal, where, from the nature of the country, the 
manners of the inhabitants, and the varieties of government prevailing in 
the feveral diftri£ts; it is impoffible to eftablifh a regular police ? The 
fovereign, therefore, thought it neceffary to intereft the body of the 
lhroffs in the prefervation of the coin, and had, for that purpofe, eftab- 
lifhed an annual difcount or batta on the ficca rupee. At the expiration of 
three years, when thefe ficca rupees, then called funats, pafs at 4-14 parts 

< 

of the original denomination, they are carried to the mint chiefly by the 
fhroffs, who receive them back recoined, and confequently raifecf in- value 
to 1 1 6, the firft and higheft denomination f, deducing the expence and 
duties of coinage, amounting to fomething more than 2 per cent. J By this 
operation, the fhroffs gain nearly T n- parts upon the value of the coin 
every third year ; an advantage confined wholly to the ficca rupee. A 

• Soil ici tor of the mint, 

t The author above mentioned is miftaken in fuppofing that 5 percent, is gained by a mere 
ftroke of the hammer and frefh impreffion. Sunat rupees are cut down, melted, and fubje&ed 
to the whole procefe and expence of coinage, in the fame manner with bullion, a difference 
being made in the duties only.— Vide Confutations, January 24th, 1763. 

J 2 $ per cent, nearly. 

triennial 
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triennial rccoinage is the confequence of this regulation ; and fuch ha$ 
been its effed', that while all . other coins are debafed, the ficca rupee 
feldom lofes any thing of its original purity : for the fhroffs, who aflay 
metals by the touch, gain the ~t parts upon the pure Jlver. 

Such feems to have been the origin of this cuftom. Some writers have 
adopted ftrange notions refpe&ing the eftablifhed batta on the ficca rupee, 
confidering it as an abufe introduced wholly " for the benefit of the ftirofFs 
u and officers of the mint* and revenue ;" as if it were probable, that 
fucceffive princes, for more than a century, fhould have uniformly con- 
tinued the fame regulation without a motive. Whatever has been its 
origin, the effect is certain. 

The debafement of other rupees has given rife to a mifchief which is 
now become a great obftru&ion to commerce, and tends much to the dis- 
couragement of induftry. As the intrinfic value of fuch rupees is found 
perpetually to vary, the fhrofFs place thereon an arbitrary batta, or, in* 
other words, receive them at a difcount fuch as they can fettle with the 
pofTeflbr. The profit thus made, being repeated' at every payment, is* a 
heavy charge on the circulating filver ; and, perhaps, no effedtual remedy 
will be found, unlefs the company fhould coin all thofe rupees into ficcas, 
when received in payment of the revenues.")* 

Silver being the onTy meafure of commerce in Bengal, the common 
pra&ice of all European nations naturally fuggefted a remedy for the 
growing fcarcity of money. Although gold had hitherto been a mere 

* Mr. Bolts, p. 157* fays,. this cuftom was introduced by the- elder Juggut Scat, in the 
time of the nabob Jaffier Khawn ; but, certain it is the cuftom prevailed long before the family 
of theSeets obtained any confequence. 

t The writer frequently mentioned has to many other miftakes added one refpefting the pro- 
fits of recoinage, from which; he fuppofes, the company derives no advantage. In fa&, be- 
fides 1 per cent on bullion, $ percent, on recoinage, and mint charges, which they muft other- 
wife defray at their own expence, the converfion of Sunat rupees, which are paid in at their trea- 
sury, into Stuas, produces a large fum every year. 

article 
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article of merchandize, yet it appeared highly probable, that large quan- 
tities dxifted in the country, which, under proper regulations, might be 
applied to the a&ive demands of induftry. JLord'Clive, therefore, and 
the feledl committee refolved, in the year 1766, to introduce a gold cur- 
rency ; and as the firft ftep in profecuting this meafure, was to difcover 
the relative value of the two metals, gold and filver, the minifters and 
head fhroffs were confulted* According to the bell informations which 
could be obtained, the price of gold feemed to correfpond nearly with the 
proportions eftablifhed by the mint indenture in England. If this eftima- 
tion was erroneous, it had already been adopted in the gold currency of 
Madrafs. The pagoda coined in the company's mint pafles, in their 
accounts, at eight fliillings *. This pagoda, weighing 2 dwt. 6 grains, 
of the finenefs of 20 carats, contains 45 grains of pure gold, the Englilh 
guinea 1 f8 grains. If 118 grs. : 21 fh. ; : 45 grs.=8 £h. tt»- parts of a 
Hulling. 

At Madrafs filver Is a mere merchandize, fluctuating in price to the 4 
extent of more than twenty per cent. It is impoffible, therefore, to fix 
precifely the relative value of the two metals in that market. From fome 
mifcellanies quoted by a writer we have frequently mentioned, the propor- 
tion of filver to gold appears to have been as 15,49 to 1, inAuguft, 1753% 
Although when a confiderable quantity of gold mohurs were from time to 
time imported by the company from Bengal, and filver was at the fame 
time purchafed for the fupply of China, the price of filver rofe, in May, 
1771, as 13,78 to 1, and afterwards, in July following, to 13,09 to 1 ; 
yet, probably, the ordinary proportion of the metals at Madrafs corre- 
fponded with that eftablifhed by law in England, fince the pagoda has 
been eftimated at eight fhillings, by the company, during a long courfe of 
years* 

* In my experience, the pagoda has always been found equal to 2 dwt, 6 grs. of 20 carats 
finenefs, which makes 45 grains pure gold. In Mifcellanies lately collected, it is eftimated in 
one place at 42 { grains, and in another at 45 i, pure gold, making a difference of about 6 J 
per cent. Should the former of thefe accounts be allowed, it will prove the pagoda is valued at 
more than 4 per cent, higher than the proportion affumed in the mint indenture of England. 

Gold 
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Gold imported from Madrafs into Bengal always yielded a profit. To 
aflign the caufe would be difficult, fince it neither pafled in circulation, 
nor was exchanged for the produ&ions of any country within our know- 
ledge. The fadt, neverthelefs, is certain, and refts upon the raoft un- 
doubted teftimony *. To attempt, therefore, a gold coinage on a lower 
eflimation than that of Madrafs appeared improper. Many reafons in- 
duced the committee to give it a higher valuation. To whatever purpofes 
gold had hitherto been applied in Bengal, it was probable, that a new 
demand for this metal as current money would enhance the price. It 
was befides neceflary to obtain the fupport of the fhrofFs in this meafu-re, 
by making it their intereft to bring gold to the mint, as the ftrong preju- 
dices of the natives againft innovation would have made the oppofition of 
this body of men extremely troublefome. To thefe.aiguments, arifing from 
the ftate of the country, may be added one drawn from the filiation of the 
company. Had gold and filver been eftablifhed at the fame relative value 
as in the European markets, the exportation of gold would have been 
eafier than that of filver, which, on account of its bulk, does not admit 
the fame clandeftine conveyance j and the gold coin might have been ex- 
ported to Europe, when other means of remitting the large fums acquired 
by individuals began to fail. After maturely weighing all thefe reafons, 
the council refolved, that gold mohurs fhould be ftruck, at a valuation of 
eight per cent. J above their intrinfic purity, compared with the ficca ru- 
pees, according to the proportion of the two metals eftablifhed by the 

mint indenture in England f. 

Upon 

c 

* Two reafons may, perhaps, be afligned for the high price which gold always maintained 
in Bengal. Before the Subahdars became independent of • the Mogul Empire, great part of 
the annual tribute might probably be remitted in gold to Dehly. Since that period, the fre- 
quent invafions and inteftine wars, rendering property infecure, gave an increafed value to 
gold, which is more eafily tranfported from place to place, or -more eafily concealed than filver. 
When the Maharattas laft entered Bengal, gold bore fo high a value, that fome merchants fent it 
from Madrafs to Bengal, at a profit of 15 per cent. 

X Two per cent, are Ihe expence and duties of coinage. The remaining fix per cent, was 
defigned as an encouragement to bring gold to the mint. This allowance may appear large to 
gentlemen in England ; but it muft be obferved, that the company allow their fervarits to lencl 
money at 12 per cent, as a reasonable intereft. Merchants, zemindars, and the natives in ge- 
neral, can feldom borrow at fo eafy a rate. 

f That fuch was the principle on which the regulation was eftabliflied appears evidently from 
the following paragraph in the mint-mafter's letter to the bo.;rd. * The difficulty lay in fixing 

* O upon 
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Upon this principle the following regulations were formed, viz. 

u That the new gold mohur fhould weigh ij6 annas, or 7dwts. n 
" gr*» 65, that is about 179? grains, of the finenefe of 20 carats. 

" That this gold mdhur fhould pafs current, and be received in all 
" payments, whether of a public or private nature, in exchange for 1 4 
" Sicca rupees^ each rupee weighing 7dwts. iigrs. 65 of the finenefs- 
" of noz. i^dwts. or i^dwts. better than Eriglifh ftandard, &c." 

The following calculations, which are rendered as eafy and familiar 
as poffible, will demonftrate, that the plan is exa&Iy adjufted to the be- 
fore mentioned relative values* and calculated on the quantities of pure 
metal contained in the refpdftive gold and filver coins, each being com- 
pared with the ftandard and coinage of England** 

• A gui- 

u upon fuch a rate of exchange as fhould anfwer the intention of bringing gold to the treafury 
« without reducing filver bekfw that natural value which it bears in moft kingdoms in Europe, 
Cl fincc this circumftance might be productive of inconvenience at home. Gold being merely 
iC a merchandize in Bengal, and the quantity of it already contained in the country very un- 
u certain, it was thought proper to- make the mean rate of exchange in Europe the principle 
" upon which the following regulations for a gold currency are calculated. Vide Appendix."' 
M. Mafter's letter, 3d June, 1766 — Yet merely upon the authority of an inaccurate expreffion^ 
in Article 4. of this letter, is the plan fuppofed to have been calculated on the proportion of 
14, inftead of 15^ to 1, which difference constitutes the extraordinary advanced price, ftated. 
by the writer of the principles of money, not lefs than 9I per cent. 

* Abftraft of the mint indenture in England. 

<< By this indenture the mint mafter cob t rafts to make five forts of gold monies, viz. quar*- 
" ter-guineas, half-guineas, guinea, two guinea, and five guinea pieces, to be in finenefs 22 
" carats pure gold, with two carats alloy, and after the rate of 44 £ guineas to the Troy pound 
« Weight. 

" This will be, in every fuch pound weight, either 
«« 178 quarter-guineas, 
« 89 half- guineas, 

u 44ig uincas > 

" 22 two guineas, and one half-guinea, 

c< 9 five guineas, wanting the weight of half a guinea. 

" Now as money cannot be made in all things exa&ly conformable to the ftandard, but may 
" differ from it in weight, in finenefs, or in both ; fo it is agreed that one fixth of a carat, 
" which is equal to 40 Troy grains, be allowed as rewudy for the mafter on every pound weight 
u of gold monies, with an additional remedy of half a Troy Grain in every four quaitcr-gui* 
" neas, becaufe thefe cannot be made fo exa£t as larger pieces. 

" The mint mafter alio contra&s to make eight forts of filver monies, viz. 

« 12 crowns and two {hillings* 

"24 
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A guinea, tfrenty-two carats fine* eontainirfg by ftatutf ope hundred 
and eighteen grains of pure gold, is rated by aft of parliament a&d aunt 
indenture at twenty-one {hillings. A gold mohur twenty carats fine* 
and weighing 7 dwts. 1 1 grs. 65 contains one hundred and fifty grains 
of pure gold, f 

grs. Sh. grst 

Q^ If 118 : 21 :: 150 • - 26 &i 
And 8 per Cent, increafed price, 2 1 *. 

Sb. 28 9 i 

-- ' . .. * 

Such will be the produce of the gold mohur, according to the propor- 
tions before eftablifhed by relation to the mint indenture. Let us now 

r 

fee what will be the produce, by the fame rule, of the filvef allowed in 
exchange. 

The regulation by ftatute of filver in England is, that a pound, or 
12 ounces Troy, of Englifli ftandard, fliall contain 5318 grains of pure 
filver, and that this pound fliall produce 62 {hillings of ftandard money. 

The pound Troy of Sicca rupee filver 13 dwts. better than Englifh 
ftandard, contains 5640 grains of pure filver. 

grs. Sb. grs. 

Q^ If 5328 : 62 : : 5640 6$ 7^ 

" 24 half-crowns and two (hillings, 

•* 62 (hillings. 

u 124 half (hillings, or fix pences, &c. &c. to be in finenefs net. 2 dwts. of fine filver, and 

" 1 8 dwts. of alloy, and after the rate of three pounds and two (hillings (62 (hillings) to the 

a Troy pound weight. 

" The remedy allowed for the mafter in filver coin is 2 dwts, dr 48 grains Troy, on every 
" pound weight, for the fame reafons as before mentioned. The remedy both on geld an4 
41 filver coins is to include the excefs or defeft both of weight and finenefs, and is only to be' 

€< allowed where fuch fault happens from cafualty." The mafter is bound to make all gold 

monies, agreeable in finenefs to the-ftandard trial-piece of the 4th of James the Second* and all 
filver monies by the ftandard trial-piece of the ift of George the Second, part of which pieces 
are lodged in his majefty's exchequer. 

f We have purpofely omitted fraftional numbers, which would occafion perplexity, without 
producing any material difference in the calculation. 

* O 2 A pound 
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A pound Troy ie equal to 32 Sicca rupees in weight J and of Sicca 
rupee filver, produces 65 flu yid. according to the laft operation* . 

. Sic. Rup. 02. lh. d. Sic, Rup. 

Q^ If 32 = 12 -.65 71 : :.i4 being the value in exchange of a gold 
mohur ? 

Aniw. 28fli. 51 d. 

The comparative values of a gold mohur, and 14 Sicca rupees, will) 
therefore ftand in the following manner : 

Sb» <!.». 

Produce of the gold mohur, - 26 8 i t 
Eight per Cent, added, - - 2 1 f 



Sh. 28 gi 
Produce of 14 Sicca rupees, - - 28 5* 

Whence it appears that a ballance of four-pence and one half-penny 
remains in favour of the gold mohur, which is to that amount better than 
was propofed in the regulations, published by authority. • 

Thefe gold mohurs having continued in circulation 1 8 months, with- 
out murmur or complaint, to what caufes mud we afcribe the fubfe- 
quent mifcarriage? Wherever the two metals are admitted into cur- 
rency, the denomination of the coins muft be adapted to a fuppofed pro- 
portion between gold and filver. If their relative value ihould be changed 
by a decreafe in the quantity of either, a new proportion muft be aflumed. 
Ijf, moreover, a competition among many pur chafers ihould arife, this 
competition, independent of the quantities of either metal in the country ,. 

% 12 oz. Troy weigh cxa&ly 32 S. wt. oan. 10 pi. 29 decira. parts- 

Will 
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will enhance the price of one *. Bothucaufes here confpired to produce 
the fame effect Notwithftanding the ftrongeft remonftrances of lord 
Clive and the fele£t committee, the neceffities of the company obliged 
the directors to order more than thirty lacks annually in filver to China, 
and their other fettlements. If, to this drain, be added an annual 
tribute of 26 lacks to the king, the expences of a brigade ftationed 
at Ulahabad, and filver exported by the French to Pondicherry, the 
tofs of filver coin during two years muft be eftimated at a very large 
film. 

Neither had gold been yet tried in procuring inveftments. It was 
deemed by private merchants, and even by the company, too delicate an 
experiment, to make advances for the provifion of the year in a coin to 
which the manufacturer had not been accuftomed. For the fame reafon 
filver was alfo preferred by the foreign companies, in exchange for their 
Bills of remittance. Hence a competition enfued, individuals purchafing 
rupees at an enhanced price, for the purpofes of bills and inveftments. 
This competition raifing the price of filver, will explain many fads which 
have been invidioufly mentioned by others. In Calcutta^ gold mohurs were 
exchanged for rupees, at a lofs of 38 per cent§. In China, where all pay- 
ments being made in filver, gold bears but a low price ; the lofs upon gold 
mohurs, neverthelefs, did not exceed 1 o per cent, or 2 per cent, more than 
the additional value f, avowed by the regulations publifhed when the coin 
was firft iflued. At Madrafs, where the importation of an inconfiderable 

• Experience (hews the effecT: which a fcarcity of filver coin produces upon gold, even in 
England, where the neceffities of the trader frequently oblige him to exchange a guinea forlefs 
than its legal value. Yet here gold has long been equally with filver the price and meafure of all 
merchandize and neceiVaries of life ; whereas, in Bengal, filver alone had heretofore been the 
fWe ftanda rd price and meafure of all things fold, and gold was received in commerce only, at 
a value proportioned to the filver rupees it would produce in exchange. When gold afterwards 
became money, and the mohur had a fixt relation to the Sicca rupee by law y fuch was the efftft 
of habit, that the people continued (till to regard the gold mohur rather as bullion than coin, 
comparing it wkh merchandize, through the medium of the filver rupee. The confequence 
was, that when the price of filver increafed, from the growing fcarcity of this metal, a more 
fenfible check was given to the currency of the gold coin, than in countries where the people 
had been habituated to confider gold and filver equally as ftandard price or current coin. See 
App. Diary of the rife and fall of filver in the market, p. 24.5, and fcq» 

§ Mr- Bolts, p. 205. 

t Above the proportions of the mint indenture* 

quantity 
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quantity of gold affe&s the price, and the council were likewife purchasing 
filver for the fupply of China, the gold mohurs were either exchanged for 
filver, or coined into pagodas, at a lofe of 1 3 per cent, including alfo the 
charges and lofs upon a recoinage into pagodas. Mr, Bolts was too good a 
merchant not to perceive the increafing price of filver to be the real caufe 
of this lofs, and therefore cautioufly ufes a phrafe, which is literally true* 
His words are thefe ; " that the lofs at Madrafs, in fuch remittances of 
" gold mohurs from Bengal, had been 13 per cent as filver rupees would 
" to that degree have better anfwered" 

The reader has feen the reafons which induced the council to give a 
higher valuation to gold than in the mint indenture of England ; and 
eight per cent, above this price was the proportion aflumed. A conti- 
nued exportation of filver afterwards varied this proportion, while a com- 
petition in the purchafe of the laft mentioned metal farther enhanced the 
relative value of filver. Thefe caufes, aided by the intrigues of the fliroffs, 
fo effectually obftru&ed the currency of gold mohurs in Calcutta, that 
they were there exchanged for rupees, at a price which had no relation 
to their intrinfic worth. Juggat Seet, the great banker and principal 
(hroff, when firft confulted, ftrongly urged the neceflity of allowing a 
batta or annual difcount on the gold mohurs, in the fame manner as had 
ever been ufual upon the Sicca rupee ; and perhaps a negle£t of this ad- 
vice was the greateft error in the plan of 1766. Yet the dire&ors, hav- 
ing frequently condemned the batta in their letters to Bengal, the council 
could not adopt it in a new coinage, even to enfure fuccefs. 

When the gold mohur was firft iflued, the faith of the company be- 
came thereby engaged to the poffeffor of the coin, for whatever value 
might be added in denomination beyond the intrinfic worth. The coun- 
cil therefore juftly thought themfelves obliged to receive the coin at the 
original denomination, and thefe mohurs were accordingly recalled. 

In compliance with the general defire of the inhabitants of* Calcutta, 
the governor and council afterwards determined to eftablifh another gold 

• Sec petitions in Appendix. 

coinage, 
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V 

•coinage, avoiding the fuppofed error of the former plan, and making 
juft allowance for a real variation in the proportion of the two me- 
tals, arifing from a continued exportation of filver. In March, 1769, 
it was refolved, that a gold mohur, weighing 7dwts. 22 grs. 773 deci- 
mal parts, of the finenefs of 23cts. 31 grs. or 190! grains pure gold, 
ihould be iflued at the denomination of 1 6 Sicca rupees. This eftima- 
tion of gold, ill per cent, lower that of 1766, reduced its value more than 
three per cent, below the proportion of the mint indenture in England, 
and likewife of the pagoda coined in the company's mint at Madrafs. 
Yet has the learned writer before mentioned endeavoured to fhew, that 
gold was here likewife too highly eftimated, by 5* per cent.. That the 
gold was not too highly eftimated in the fecond coinage of 1769 is far- 
ther evinced, by the lateft advices from Bengal, which fay, that this mo- 
hur has been readily received in exchange for filver rupees, according to- 
the eftablifhed denomination.. 

When the growing fcarcfty of filver was explained in a former part of 
this chapter, I had no intention even to infinuate that the price of 
Bengal manufactures^ brought thence to Europe,, ihould be paid in bul- 
lion by the India company^ This can never be done without facrificing 
our own interefts, and rendering the revenues of a diftant country ufe- 
lefs to Great Britain. Bengal, like other fubjedted provinces, muft yield 
its tribute; but experience will inculcate the neceffity of moderating 
our demands, that the country may be enabled long to continue this 
payment. If the court of Directors will, for the future, be contented 
with an annual inveftment, not exceeding five or fix hundred thoufand' 
pounds, and difcontinue entirely the exportation of filver from Bengal, 
the foreign trade of that country may again revive. Increafing indufhy 
will in time reftore its wealth ; and fhould fome expedient be required to 
palliate the prefent defeat of current money, a gold coinage will af- 
ford relief. Without dreaming of banks and paper credit, fuch a mea- 
fure mary be efFe&ed ; but it will ever be found impoffible to preferve a 
coin in currency, unlefs we afTume the ancient practice of the natives for 

our 
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our guide, and aflimilate our new regulations to thofe of the Sicca ru- 
pee*. 

# The following is the number of gold mohurs, coined agreeable to the new regulations, 
made Auguft i<ft, 1766, to , 1768, whcutbey were* recalled by >an order of 

the council. 

Mohurs. 

In Calcutta, -••■•-■-- 177871 

Moorihed-abad, •-••-• 70000 

Patna, ... - ... 15274. 

»— — ■ ■ 

Total, 263045 
Of the above fent to Madrafs, - 1 344 1 7 

128628 
Returned to the treafury of Calcutta, from circulation, 1 20161 

Rallance not brought in, - • - 8.4^7 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Society eftablifhed in the Year 1765, for concluding the 

Trade in Salt, Beetle-nut, and Tobacco* 



THE internal commerce of Bengal is now beCoiiie fo important to the 
interefts of Great Britain, that I could wifh to treat of this fubje£t at 
large ; but the mifreprefentations which have been induftrioufly propa- 
gated compel me to make the fociety eftablifhed in 1765, for conducing 
the trade in fait, beetle-iiut, and tobacco, the principal objefl: of my prefent 
inveftigation. 

Phirmaunds from the emperor had long been poffefled by the Eng- 
lish Eaft-India company, exempting from the payment of duties " what- 
li ever goods and merchandize their agents may bring or carry, by land 
" or by water, in the ports, quarter*, and borders of the provinces.'* 
This privilege, while the Englifh were wholly fubordinate to the country 
government in Bengal, was confined to exports and imports, and under 
this limitation, enjoyed rather from connivance than of right, by the pri- 
vate traders in the company's fervice. 

When Meer Jaffier was raifed to the mufnud by our arms, the trade of 
the fervants encreafed with the authority of the company, and they now 
engaged, at firft fparingly, in the inland traffic of fait. Some even 
daimed ah exemption from duties ; but as thefe ptetenfions were difcoun- 
tenanced by colonel Clive during his government, fuch claims were at 
that time relinquifhed* 

By the treaty with Meer Coflim, the Company obtained a ceffion of lands, 

yielding about 6oo,pool. per annum. Their troops had continually in- 

creafed, until the power of the company gave efFeft to private ufurpations* 

* P The 
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The inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco was univerfally carried on 
by gentlemen in the fervice, without payment of duties ; and knowing the 
Nabob to be preparing the inftans of f efrftance, they treated every complaint 
of his officers as a frefh indication of enmity to the Englifh. Thus the 
%rs of pHblic ^ojicy, cQ^i^Ag ^tfe/^ftte. ib*9T<*fcr' fp6x\ ju^cftf -a 
rupture, which, aftey jij(k^ngour exi^ehc$ v iip(^nthe.fate of ^battle, ended 
in the overthrow b£ Goflim and final eftabiifhiffent of the Ehglifh power. 

Before this l^ft evpixt tped? place, intelligence y&£ received at ho/ne of 
thecpnfuiion in whicji Bengal was involved* of tlje <tef?at at Patna of a 

dtfgcjune^^jif^g nearly t# onj? ttyr&pftxH^^BB}?* ami p£ tjie. cruel 
x^a/T^afg of many Eijgjjft ge.«tjemen, ' Tk$ i$$u^oa ; ^i^4.Jiy^lpi:4 
Clive in India dire^ed aU eye$ to ^ina, ; and, {ie t Yf%. $41ed» by tjb^.soncur*. 
rent voice of the nation and proprietors, to undertake onc$ more th$ 
labour of reftoring order to our affairs* 

• * * ■ ■ 

The ?aufc of tjiefe w$pX% n#ur%lly taftiffui the fu%& of 4^^ra&>£. 
It appeared, that an exemptipn from duti^ha4. throve tfee wlipl^ tiftd« 
of the country intp the hand§ of the Englijfc. Thi$, l^ovfever, was, t;hs 
leaft evil. The country goverifflieot ^ as i dfd3^Qjye4 ? \>J #**, violent of their 
agents j and individual tyranny fuc?eeded to n^tipnaj «frwgjH9r?& In, 
the general confufion, all, who wer$ difppfed to. plunder, ^y^cj the* 
authority of our name, ufuped the feats of jaftiff& aod carjriefi pa what 
they called a trade, by violence and oppreffion. The Nabob's officers 
either fled before them, or, joining the i*ivad«, diy&ed the %otf. The 
barrier of the country government ojipf broken, dp^Qt it became iinpofij- 
ble to. flop the inundation. Mahomedan, Porftguffe, apd Armenian^ 
alike, ^ay, every Uiiterate marinpr who could efcapf frpxp a fhig, ere&<?d> 
our flag) and adted as lord of the djftri# aiQmwi him.* 

* Frequent orders of the council and of the feleft committee, for recalling free merch^ttts 
and others difperfedjhroughout the country are to be found on the company's records, during a 
courfc of fcveraJ years* under different governors. -Ontf of the firft refolutions of the feleft 
committee, upon lord Clivc's arrival, (try fecond day of their fitting) is founded on difobc- 
dience to fbsracr orders. See Committee Proceedings, May 1 i, 1765.. 

Up6a f 
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.,tJpoa lord ClLve's acceptance of the prefidency and command of the 
forces in S?ngal, te wrote the letter mentioned by Mr. Bolts to the court 
of directors, /f^c^mendijag , an* entire abolition of the inland trade in fait, 
^eq^Ie-pitut^ and 4x^a«c<vwiUc}> 9 i# his opinion, "concurred," with other caufes 
ipentioned in the letterifHohaftenflind bring on the late troubles." He adds, 
that " as a means to alleviate, in fome meafure, the diflatisfadion which 
c< fuch Yejtriftions on the commercial advantages of your fervants may 

" occafion in them, it is my full intention not to engage in any trade myfelf." 






« The intended reftri&ions did not take feffe£fc ; for many a&ive prbprie* 
tors, when the affair w8S coftfidertd in a general court* ftrongly urged the 
continuance of this indulgence, tinder fome limitations, to the fervants, 
who woftdd other wife be deprived of a decent fubfiftence abroad ; much ledfs 
could they ever hope to revifit their native conntry with fuch independent 
fortunes as reafon and juftice equally aiithorifed them to expe&. Thefe 
fentiments being generally embraced, it was propofed, that the dire&ors 
fliouldgive inftrudtions to theprefident and council to fettle fuch regula- 
tions, '■' as Jhdtt prove fnoji advantageous to the company" which reguk- 
tions were to be tranfinitted fiomcf for the* court ofdireStors to determine ori 
fo iinpdrtant a fubjed. 

This motion, made on the f 1 8th of May, did not coincide with the 

■ 

fenfe of the majority, who very juftly thought that the ftate of Bengal 
rendered it highly improper to interpofe a delay of near two years, but that 
fome regulations ought to be immediately adopted. The above-mentioned 
motion was therefore withdrawn, and it was resolved, " That it be 
" recommended to the court of dire&ors to reconfider the % orders fent to 

# The motion was, verbatim, as follows : " That it be recommended to the court of di- 
<c reftors to give inftru&ions to the prefidency of Bengal to fettle fuch regulations in carrying 
*' on the trade in felt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, asjhall prove moft advantageous to this company, 
€C without prejudicing the juft rights of the nabob of the provinces ; and that fuch regulations be 
€t tranfmitted home to the court of directors by the firft opportunity, with every information which 
4t can enable them to determine on fo important a fubjett. 

t Lord Clive's letter is dated the 27th of April preceding. 

t The orders here fpoken of are contained in the letter to Bengal, dated 8th of February pre- 
ceding, a difobedience to which orders by governor Spencer and his council, the dire&ors alter- 
wards reprehend in their letter, dated 24th of December, 1765. Vide p. 109. 

* P 2 " Bengal, 
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*' IJerigat, l relatrtnc to the trade of. the company's .servants, in frfo, 

€t beetle-Aut, andtobacco ; and that they do give fuch dire&ions forregu- 
lating the fame ', agreeably to the intereft of the company and the fubafi, 
as to themriiay appear moft prudent} < either by fettling here at home the 

ijr * Restrict ion s under whic h this trade ought to be carried w f or by refer- 
: " ring it to the governor and council of Fort William to regulate this im- 

cc portant point in fuch a manner as may prevent aH future difputes be- 

■ » 

" tween the fubah and the company/* 

In purfuance of this recommendation from their conftituents, the: 
diredors finding it impofltble to fettle an Equitable plan, " deftitute of 
" the informations and lights neceffary ifi fo important an affair," ex> 
prefely order * the governor and council, after " confulting the Nabob, to 
44 form a proper and equitable plan for carrying on the inland tradef." 

Notwithftanding this exprefs and pofitive injun&ion, it has been afferted y 
that the fait fbciety was formed in oppofition to orders received from home.. 
The miftake feems to have arifen from too hafty a perufal of the general 
letter to Bengal, dated the 26th of April, 1765. This letter, written in 
anfwer to one from governor Vanfittart and the council, dated the 27th 
o? September, 1764, condemns the treaty ftipulating a trade in fait, beetle- 
nut, and tobacco, on payment of a fmall % duty ; and refers throughout 
to the confutations previous to that period, when lord Clive was expe&ed 
to arrive in India, The feparate letter to governor Spencer, dated the 24th 
of December, 1765,. is yet more §. explicit, reciting part of a minute by 

■ « ■ 

* This letter is dated the 1 ft of June, 1764, and was Tent by the fame (hip which carried* 
' * lord Give and Mr. Sumner to India- A duplicate arrived before them in Bengal by anothen 

fllip. ^ 

t This letter requires that thefe regulations fliould be tratifmitted home to the director*; but 
• t to imagine fuch requifition was intended to fufpend the execution of thefe regulations was iin- 
poffible with thofe in whofe memory the above-mentioned debates were frefh, and who nruflr 
confider this letter of the 2 ft of June, as written in purfuance of the vote of a court of proprie * 
tors, in which Vote the directors are ordered to adopt one part of this alternative, " either to 
u give fuch directions for regulating the fame, as to them mayfeem meet, or to refer it to the 
•■ .>!+ governor and council of Fort Wtfliam to regulate this important point." That the letter of 
the ift of June was not at that time underftood even by the directors, in the fenfe winch fome» 
people affect now to give it, appears from their letter to governor Spencer, dated December 24th* 
1765, hcreafteF mentioned. 

\ Two and a half per cent. 

§ Written in anfwer to their letter of the 26th of November, 1764^ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Johnftone, which thedire&ors feverely condemn, and then add, " We 
u (hall fay nothing farther at prefent on the inland trade, till that impor- 
" tantfubje&rfhall be taken up by. lord Clive and the gentlemen ofthefelett 
44 committee, only to obfetfve that the regulation propofed in confutations 
" brthe 1 7th of O&bbefr} 1764, is a manifeft disobedience of our orders 
" of the 8 th of February* 1 , then tmder deliberation, which pofitiveiy forbid 
" all trade in fait, beetle-riut, and tobacco J * 

1 m 

• ■ 

Mr. Bolts adopts this mifreprefentation of the orders. Immediately after 
he has laboured to irritate the reader againft the falt-fociety eftabliflied by the 
committee, he fays, " The court of Eaft India directors repeatedly, and in 
4 f : the ftrongeft terms, forbad this monopoly in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco ; 
". particularly in their general letter per lord Camden, dated the 1 9th of 
" February, 1766, wherein they pofitiveiy dire&ed their governor and 
" council to make a formal renunciation, by fome folemn ad to be entered 
" on their records, of all right to trade in thofe articles; dire&ing their 
u prefident to tranfmit fuch renunciation in form to the Nabob in the 
" Perfian language, with adding thefe exprefs words : c Whatever go- 
4 vernment may be eftabliflied, or whatever unforefeen occurrences may 
4 arife, it is our refolution to prohibit, and we do abfolutely forbid this 
* trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco*' 

When the letter of the 19th of February, 1766, was written, the court 
of dire&ors had not f received the plan which the fele<a committee had 
framed, in purfuance of the refolution taken by the court of proprietors. 
This letter therefore muft be regarded as a continuation of the before- 
mentioned prohibition to trade, till that important affair had been taken up 
by lord Clive and thefeleSl committee. The reader will recoiled that the 
trade, to which thefe orders refer had been claimed by the fiervants, duty 
free, under the phirmaun from the emperor ; had been made an article i 

• This date is previous to the refolution of the general court. The regulation here referred 
to was merely confining the trade to certain markets* 
f Until the 19th of April, 1766* 
J Paying 2 i per cenu 

in 
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in the tMfty"dpbti Meet JaffiePs reiteration; which articlfe, although con* . 
deriinid by the directors, was tfanfcribed into the treaty with his fon Nud- 
juiii al Dowlih, by governor Spencer and his council. To -this difobe- 
dience of orders the animadverfioris of the court apply, ^ftd, throughout the . 
letter of the 1 9th of February they every wher? Ipeak of the claim under 
the phirmAtiri and this treaty. They then direiSt the renunciation men- 
tioned by Mr. Bolts " of all right f under the fmd treaty, or * otherwife, 
" to trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobaccb," " according to the fpirit of 

the phirmaun." " And that you t;ranfmit this renunciation of that 

part of the treaty f in form to the Nabob.'* 






Another extrad is given by Mr. Bolts, to prove that the, ordets were uni* 
form to this point. He has candidly fupprefled the date, wiihing probar 
bly the reader to imagine this likewife had been received before the fo- 
oiety was eftablifhed for the fecond year. This is an extrittt frbhi a fet- 
ter, in which the court of dire&ors declare they cannot eohferit to cdrry- 
ing on that trade in any manner whatfoever. This letter was received 
in December 1766, and in obedience to this order the plan wasabo- 
lifhed. But the directors here add, that they do not condemrt the condu& 
xj£ the fele& committee* 

Admitting for a moment that the directors had authority to annul the 
orders of a general court, without attempting the execution* it will be ifti- 
poffible to believe fuch could be their intention, when they had given par- 
ticular inftru&ions for fulfilling the expectation of the proprietors ; when 
the letter of the 1 9th of February was written to a different governor and 
council, being throughout a comment on their conduSi j and when prior - : 
letters, containing the like general difapprobation of the trade, exprefsly 
excepted the plan to be framed by lord Clive and the fele& comprittee, , 

* This plainly refers to the claim under phirmaun, which is recognized by this article of the 
treaty. 

f The words, u of that part of the treaty? are omitted by Mr. Bolts, in order to apply * 
renunciation to the. plan of lord Clive and the felett committee, not then known in England. 

A won- 
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A wonderful difcovery is now made of a deed, an unheard-of engage- 

"-■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ -, ' ~ i\ ■ f< ' • 

ment among the company's fervants, to fupport each other in a predeter- 
mixied difobedience of orders,. If thofe who fo readily adopt this opinion, 
had coiifulted the cdmpany *s records for information, and not to ferve a 
prefirnt $urf>ofe, they Would probably have read the whole relative to thc : 
fubje&, and might in flicli'cafe have found every particular entered at large 
among the proceedings of the council, 1 6th of September *, 1765, and 
tranfinitted to the diredors in the general' letter. 

The plan being formed, and fhares of the fociety diftributed among the- 
company*s fervants, according to their refpedtive rank, the conduct of this 
trade was entrufted to a committee, chofen for that purpofe, who pro- 
ceeded to make many contracts for fatt* But it was foon found impoffible, 
without the concurrence of the council, " to f eftablifh the credit of the 
** fociety, fo as to raife the neceffiury fund for carrying on the trade.** The 
committee of trade therefore requeft a deed in writing to fecure to them, 
this trade during the year, ending 31ft of Auguft, 1766* 

Had the dire&ors thought fit to fend retrofpe&ive orders for the aboH- 
tion of this fociety, eredted with the previous affent of themfclves and their 
conftituents, fuch orders could not arrive in Bengal % before the year was 
expired. The council therefore unanimouQy refolved to indemnify the 
committee of trade, in an engagement undertaken upon the faith of the 
company; and as th? Admiral Stevens was not yet difpatched, "It is agreed 
u to apply to the company for permiflion to renew the feme for the fu^ 
♦ c ture concerns, if the plan meets with their approbation" By this deed 
the committee of trade became perfonalfy refponfible. for the duties to the 
company, the council on the other hand engaging to continue the fo- 
ciety during one year. So little idea, of guilt was entertained, that none 
o£ the gentlemen concerned have ever kept a copy; but the original deed 

* Appendix, p. 249 No- 143*. 

t Letter of the committee of trade, entered in CoufultationSj 16th September* 1765. 

t The Admiral Stevens, which carried the firft intelligence, was difpatched on the 18th of 
O&ober, 1765, and the engagement expired in Auguft, 1766. 

wag 
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was drawn by Mr. Whittal * , whom Mr. Bolts fuppofes to have been 
cruelly oppreffed, by the fame men who entrufted him with this very dan- 
gerous confpiracy. ^tfr. Bolts knew the tranfe&ion would not bear the 
conftru&ion he wifhed it to receive. He therefore makes another f deed, 
the date of which is fupprefTed, to precede this in his Appendix, becaufe it 
would otherwife have proved, that a difobedietice of orders had never been 
in contemplation of the parties. This deed relating to a period^ within 
which orders were expedted to arrive from home> plainly fuppofes fuch 
orders would be obeyed, for it contains an exprefs ftipulation in a particular 
private contrast upon this event, " that any order or dire&ion fhall be 
" iflued by the honourable court of directors of the Eaft India company 
" in England, by which the faid joint trade in fait, beetle-nut f and tobacco, 
" jhall be flopped" It was not, therefore, the private intention of thefe 
gentlemen to difobey, much lefs would they have fet forth fuch intention 
upon the public records of the company, if they had ever entertained the 
thought. 

Having thus removed the imputation of difobedience, we may now pro- 
ceed to examine the plan propofed for carrying on the trade in a manner 
agreeable to inftruftions received from home. It appears, from a review 
of the evils which gave rife to the firft deliberations on this fubjeft, as like- 
wife from the whole courfe of correfpondence with the governor and coun- 
cil, that the principal objed of the company was to reprefs the pradices of 
private traders, fo ruinous to the peace of the country, the revenues and 
government of the nabob. At the fame time, the trade, in the language 
of the refolution of a general court, u ought to be carried on ** for the be- 
nefit of the " company's fervants" under " fuch regulations as may pre- 
" vent all future difputes between the fubah and the company $." 

* Mr. Whittal, art attorney of the mayor's court, was direfted to draw out the deed ; and * 
the letter of the committee of trade, and refolution thereupon, which appear in Confutations, 
were tranfmitted to him as inftru&ions for forming the fame. What this friend of Mr. Bolts 
may have added, before or fince, it is impoflible for thofe to fay who have no copy of the deed. 

t This deed was executed more than twelve months after the other. 

\ The refolution of the general court is entered at length in the firft part of this chapter* 

it 
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It occurred* that a government bejstten down by the violence of indivi- 
duals, in the profecution of a claim afterwards enforced by our arms, and 
eftablifhed by treaty, a government, which had long been trampled upon 
by all who affumed the Englifh name, could not again rear its head, while 
the fame perfons were permitted to traverfe the country without controul. 
The council, or the committee, had no legal authority to interfere, much 
lefe to punifh oppreffors ; and among a people formed by nature, and by 
habit, to bear the yoke of conquerors, where the dread of our power in- 
creafed with our vidories, the fword of juftice muft fall from the feeble 
hands of a magiftrate, yet unaffured of fupport. Neceffity, not to fay hu- 
manity, required an immediate recall of all the Englifh agents or go- 
maftahs, difperfed throughout the provinces, that the nabob's officers, in 
difcharging their duty, might no longer fear a conteft with power. This 
meafurc was enforced by the moft pofitive repeated orders of the directors, 
who had very juftly determined not to permit a continuance of the trade on 
its former footing. The new covenants had excluded the receipt of pre- 
sents ; while the increafed inveftment of the company, (after the dewanny 
was obtained) abforbed the trade of individuals, and removed all profpe£t 
of advantage in a foreign commerce. No other fund remained for the re- 
ward of fervices ; and without propofing a reafonable profpedt of inde- 
pendent fortunes, it was ridiculous to hope that common virtue could 
withftand the allurements of daily temptation, or that men armed with 
■power would abftain from the fpoils of a proftrate nation. 

Thefe confiderations induced the committee to frame a plan for carrying 
on the inland trade in thefe articles, by which it was propofed, to recall all 

' private agents, to form one fociety, who fhould difpofe of their fait, &c. 

' at certain markets, diftributing the lhares in this fociety among the com- 
pany's fervants, according to their refpe&ive rank. 

Mr. Sumner, who was indefatigable in adjufting every part of the plan, 
a&ually fcarched about twenty years back; and the price was in conlc- 

-quence of this refearch fixed at the feveral markets, to which the fociety 

• « 

tranfported fait, full fifteen per cent, lower than the price at which it 

"* Q^ ufuallr 
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ufually fold, s From thefe markets it was carried by the native* ; fo that 
the ccmfumer muft purchafe his fait fbr lefs thaA had been ordinarily givert. 
A duty, amounting to one hundred and twenty thoirfarid pounds, was eftah* 
Kfh'ed for the company, which was tfttereafeil J the* ffottewing year to onfe 
hundred and fikty thoufand pknmdai' •'•''-> - ij; 

Salt is made at a certain feafon of the year J arid peribns who advance 
their money to the manufacturer, contracted to fiirnifh the fociety. As 
the committee of trade, by the fairibus dfeedj became refponfible fbr the 
duties, it may appear reafonable to ail but Mr. Bolts, that they fhould 
-poflefs the means of performing their obligation. For this purpofe it was 
heceflary that the trade fhould continue during one whde year ; and Ait 
permiffion fhould be given to difpofe of their flock in hand, in cafe the 
diredtors abolifhed the fociety at the expiration of that period. 

/. A difficulty will here occur to the mind of the reader. How could 
,, the fait be fold at the ufual price, when the company and proprietors re- 
\ .cei ved each a profit ? A duty had been always collected upon this arti- 
tiqle ,at feveral chokeys, or cuftom-houfes. The extortions and vexa- 
tious delays of the Nabob's officers at each pafs, were fo burthenfome to 
the trade, that although the Subahdar received lefs than what was now 
paid to the company, yet the merchant fuffercd to a much greater amount* 
Thefe duties were before collected at many places higher up the river 
than Calcutta ; but as Calcutta now contains a greater number of people 
than Muxadavad in its moft flourifhlng ftate, no reafon could be urged " 
for exempting the inhabitants from a burthen common to all the pro- 
vince. This exemption moreover would have been fcarcely practicable, 
as the whole duty upon fait to the Company was paid by the committee 
of trade, who became refponfible in confequehce of the deed above men- 
tioned. Mr. Bolts, fully aware of this difference, eftimates his prices, 
comparing them with former years, in the market of Calcutta. Tliat the 
price of fait was not enhanced at other places, will appear by the teffi- 
mony of many gentlemen now in England. 

: Suppofing, 
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■ Supppfing, for the fake of argument, that the price of fait was en- 
hanced throughout the country ; this would pnly prove, that men who 
traded without payment of duties, could fell cheaper than thofe who con- 
formed to the order* of th$ir matters. But as the price was really lower, 
we may hence judge of the exorbitant profit made by the Englifh trader, 
who paid no duty, and punifhed the officers of government if they pre- 
sumed to interfere, Mr. Bolts very truly afferts, that feveral inferior fer- 
yants iwpuld have preferred their former trade to a fhare in the fociety ; 
yet ,the reader, perhaps, may not think, with Mr. Bolts, that private in- 
terest is the teft of public, regulations. . Mr. Keir himfelf, who was fo 
great a trader in fait, that he employed, in one feafon, thirteen thoufand 
people in the manufacture, fays, " That the fociety for the trade in fait, 
M beetle-nut, apd tobacco, inflituted by lordClive and the feleft committee, 
u was fo far from being detrimental to the country, that thofe articles 
cc were not only Yiot fold dearer, but indeed at a lower rate, during the 
" monopoly, at mod places at leaft, than, at a medium, had been done for 
•** many years before, while there was a fixt price upon them, which, 
u ' tfo doubt, would have been of advantage to the people, had it been 
u continued, particularly with regard to .fait." This confeffion wijl 
have the greater weight from Mr. Kier, as the eftablifhment of the fociety 
.in queftion " put an entire flop to his trading in that article *." 

. When the firft plan was framed, lord Clive was engaged, in negoci- 
ations at a great diftance from Calcutta. He did not, however, hefit^te 
to give his affent to the eflablifhxpent of a fociety which promifed fo wclljo 
ahfwer the expectations of the company. The experience of a few months 
fuggpfted feveral amendments, and lord Clive, in a minute, dated 3d Sep- 
tember, 1766, fays, " I find that the induftrious native is ftill deprived 
" of that fhare to which he has an undoubted and a more natural right ; 
" nor is it yet upon that equitable footing which juftice and humanity 
" would, I am fure, incline this committee to eftablifh." He therefore 

■ p • , f 

prQppfes, that the fklt fhall be fold at Calcutta, and the places where 
made, to the black merchants, who fhall have the fole rightbf vending 
it throughout the country f. To prevent the rich from engrofling, the 

• Vide Thoughts on the Affairs of Bengal, by Arch. Keir, Efq. p. 57. 
; » t Vide Appendix, p. 251. 

* 0^2 Calcutta 
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^Calcutta black trterchants •were not to! purchase more than a <certa?n- pro- 
portion. As the price of fait was fixed at two hundred * rupee* per -htrn» 

'■■.■.:■■ • :I.j i \s ' t "/;' ■ ; " ■;■! ; j;. ; 

* As fait was the only confiderable article of this commerce we have fpoken of the fociety, 
as eftablifhed for that article alone. In truth, tobacco was never bought, and a very fmall. 
quantity of beetle- nut. 

It will be granted, I prefume, that the eftablifhment of this fociety was advantageous to the 
company, Let us now confider how the natives were affected. 

The price of fait in Bengal, has ever been fluctuating and precarious, not only at Calcutta,, 
where the (alt is firft imported, or rather landed, but at Patna, which i§ our extreme boundary 
of this trade. 

At Calcutta, from the year 1760 to 1 765, fait has fold from ico Arcot rupees* to 1 70 Arcot 
rupees, per 100 maunds. 

At Patna, the lowed price has been 350 rupees, and it has been often known to rife to 500 
rupees, 600 rupees, and even 700 rupees, before the eftablifhmerit of die fociety in queftion» 

For the purpofe of fixing the prices of fale at the twelve different markets, eftablifhed by die 

• committee of trade throughout the country, prices current, or rates of (ale for many years paft, 
were obained from each ', from fome places for 13 years, from others for upwards of 20 years. 
The medium of which prices being taken, the committee eftablifhed their prices of fide from 
12 to 15 percent, lower than fuch medium. 

It has been above obferved, that the prices of fale at Calcutta have been at. 100 to 170. Arcot 
rupees per 100 maunds. At thefe. rates it has been pur chafed in Calcutta, and thence 
tranfported to Patna, and the other interior parts of the country, fubjeel, however, fir ft to the 
'.government's duty, and then to many illegal ftoppages, vexations, and tall!, which were at all 
times very confidcrablc Under thefe circumftances, fait has always been fold at Patna from 
35b rupees to 700 rupees per 100 maunds. 

By the fociety's plan in 1765, a duty of 35 per cent ; and by the plan 1766, a duty of : 50 per 
cent, was paid to the company as duans, and the fait was then permitted to pafs through the 
whole country free from all farther duty, and. free from vexations or ftoppages of any kind. 

It was evidently fer the benefit of all interior parts of the country,- to receive their (ait at a cer- 
tain fixed rate, rather than be fubjeS to a precarious rife or fall, cfpecially when this fixed rate 
was eftablifhed from 12 to 15 per cent lower than the medium price for many years pa ft. 

It is true that the inhabitants in and about Calcutta fuffered an ihcreafe of price upon their 
own immediate confumption. The reafbn was, that formerly the duties were levied on the paf- 

* fege of fait to the different parts of the country, and now the duty was levied upon its importation 
into Calcutta* Mr. Bolts feems to have formed all his eftimates upon the price which fait bore at 
Calcutta, without making any allowance for the advantages which the interior parts of the coun- 
try experienced. Mr. Sumner, who was at the head of the committee of trade, will teftify, that, 
exclufive of the diftrift of Calcutta, fak was fold by the fociety at more moderate rates than it had 
been in former years, communibus annis. 

This increafe of price to the confumers of fait in the precin&s of Calcutta, fmall aa it was, 

fell on them only. By the fecond year's plan, when the fociety delivered fait to all the black 

merchants who chbfe to become purchafers in Calcutta, at the rate of 200 rupees per 100 maunds, 

in which price was included the company's duty of 50 per cent, and the purchafers had liberty 

to tranfport it through the country free from every other cliarge whatever. It is evident that the 

people then received it on terms infinitely more advantageous than ever they did in former times, 

when 



dtgd maunds* and all taxes*; delays," and difficulties, were removed, by 
collecting the duty from the ibciety, the committee w^re enabled to af- 
certam the price at the feveral markets, /which, would effe&ually fecurc 
the. confusier .from every imposition. - 



* \ .■ « ■ 



Thofe who borrow their notions of commerce from countries where it is 
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highly cultivated, under the proteQipn of a perfect police, may condemn 
this laft attempt : but to the minds of fuch readers, I wifh to recall thofe 

when fait was not only fubjeft to the government's duties, but to vfTf eonfiderable additional 
charges, which arofe from (loppnges, vexations, an4 illegal practices. 

According^ Mr. Sumner's eftimate, the loweft price of fait at [a) Patna, before the eftablifh* 
lwetirof the fociety, was 350 Arcot rupees per 100 rrtaurirfs, or 1 d.' -J J per lb. Englift* arid itf has 

. been .kn6wu to rife to 500 rupees, or id. ^|" fioorip. or 2 d\ ■£<£ *and eveti tor 706 rup. or 2 d; 
Hpcr lb. JEnglifh. And after the eftablifhmept of the fociety* the higheft price was 4C0 Arcot 
rupees per 100 maunds, wliich is id. £S per lb. Englifti. 

But I hare authority froth original papers 1x1 the polfeffibiref Mri Rutnbold, to declare that all 

. the.fociety*s fait at Patna wa? fold at the rate, of 1 d. ££, 1. d. £t» and I d. JJ per lb. which is rather 

Tower than Mr. Sumner's eftimate. 

I learn alfo from Mr. Rumbold r s papers, that the* temmon price of isdt" at Patna, before the 
clbrblHhmcnt of the fociety, was at the rate of 1 d. ^j>.i d^ fo and 1 d* ££ per lb. and that after 
the abolition of the fociety (ifl 1769 and.i 779) the common price wa£,i d. £r, id. fa and'i d. £J 

' "per lb- • Thefe circumftanees are fubftantial proofe that^the price of -fait' ac Patnaittat nearly,' if 
not pre rifely, communibus annfc. the fame* before tjbe Ibcietg took -place,, .during the continu- 
ance of the fociety, and after the abolition of it, and therefore" the eftabhthment of the fociety, 

<^veh accordmg* to Mr. KumVolfs^papSrs, cannot b^/aid t# have feeftrfa griertocei: 

r -JBut'tjhere is a material ctifferenofjbttwqcn die prjcf oO%U at Pa tnp r . before thejeftablifbment 
of the fociety as dated by Mr. Rum bold and as dated by Mr. Sumner* The reaibn isob?ioufly 
this : Mr. RumboliPs prices tire only eftimated for two years before the edablifhment of the fo- 
ciety, when they could not be vefy^high, becaufe at that time the Englifti gentlemen in gene- 
ral traded in fait without paying any duties, but Mr.. Sumner's prices are taken, upon an average 
of thirteen and twenty years back, long before the Englifti' had any concern in that trade, when 
the duties of the country government were regularly paid. 

. / *At Gualparah the pricejof fait, after theeftabli&ment of the fociety, was 400 Arcot rupees 
per 100 (if) Adam maunds, which is full I d. £j per lb. In the Rungpore and Chilrnary dif- 
rrifts, the price was t^o- Arcot rupees per 100 (c) Chilrnary maund?, which is od. # per 4b. 
Thefe were alfo the average prices for many years before the eftablHhraent of the fociety ; but 
then they were the prices at which fait ufed to be engrofled by the rich, who fold it again at a 
eonfiderable profit by retail to the poor. Now after the eftablifhment of the fdciety, the poor 
bought their fait tft the : fame price at which the rich eogrofiers ufed to buy it, arid confcqucntly 

1 were gainers of the difference between the wholefale and retail prices. Thefe particulars I have 
from Mr. Baillie, ,who was agent for ihe fociety in the. didrifts of Gualparah, Rungpore, and 
Chilrnary. . 

(a) Patna may he called the extreme boundary of the company*! limits, 

(b) Ah Affam maund is 93 it. '•-'.'. 

(c) A Chilrnary maund U 88 lb. ■: \ 

fcenes 



H9 A-TO«4fr©* 'tmttMtttt-' 

f&n'es'bf ^Toletfte Which had ldng difbacSted BeAgid;' and at thfe&fai* tin* 
beg leave ; t<£-luggeft; ■ that fenoourageffieitf ■■■ af indaftry * in the produdton; 
by arf enhiafteid pr&e fifom a fcarcitjs iW&s altogether ufin^ceffary iaan ar^ 
tide which might eafily be increafed ^to ^n^ ^uantityv whidbuthe: focrety 
were alwayti ready to fell for a certain fuiiij aftd when confequently fait 
would be purchafed by the merchants aslorig as thif tominodhy would pay 
the^xpenaoftdriVe^afice to ihe feverkl ^riiai«ket&. ' " . 

w 

i . < . ... ., . ; . " f 

' The violence with which the inla&d4rade of indtvidai* had been fup- 
ported during . Meer Coffim's governments the bloodfhed and confufion 
winch followed, together with the perfeverance of governor Spencer and 
his council, to fupport their conftru&idn of the phirmaund, or what was 
equivalent th6itto f °an exemption from all other duties except two.pnd a 
half per cent. UpOn fait; *had irritated the dire&ors, and raifed Co ftroag a 
prejudiceagainft the trade, that the cotfrt refolved to abolifh even the plan 
=dftabfifhed by the. feled; committee. This they did in their letter dated 
the 17th May 1766, iior fiiipdttrtl^ coftfidering, that ordert of diftant 
mailers jwwje but. a feeble barrier againft the united intereft of every man 



in the fettlement. , They afterwards diftributed among the fervants a 
commiflion of two and a half per rcenL t opn the revenues, amounting to 

• * • 

63^006 1, per annum; but When the geiifcral reftraint of inland trade Was 
no longer fupported by the private intereft and authority of the council, 
Europeans largely engaged under the names of their black agents, and the 
profits of this commerce were ad^cd to the public allowance. 

The committee, better informed, fdrefaw the mifchiefs which might 
probably enfue throughout the country, .and the general relaxation of go- 
vernment, which muft neceffarily follow, fhould the council fecretly en- 
. gage in a trade prohibited by their employers. The letter from the direc- 
tors, above-mentioned, reached Calcutta in .December 1766, at a time 
lord Give was confined by a very fe\ r ere illnefs, which had nearly deprived 
him of life. As foon as his Iordfhip could attend to bufinefs, the com- 

* It is by counteracting this principle that monopolies are generally injurious to a country ; 
Viml here the objection was obviated. 

mittee 
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ipitaee ftflfembled,, and o**tha (M «f January 1767, >&itf^.K*P* " TM 
«* the Society of Trade toall . be abolished* and the : inland tjade totally re- 
« Jinquiihed on the firilday of, September next* but tha* we fuljy exprefe 
<* ourrftatiment* iiv ow: ne*{- 4dviees to the compa&y, . rtfgccjing the ad- 
"TantageawhkhwOuJdWuittttk the&rvice and to the.country frpnythe 
« continuance of thia trftde ijnder the prefent reftn&ion." . In eonfequence 
of thia refolution the fociety waaafoially .aholiihed on the i ft day of Sep- 
tember 1 767, nor did they engage in any new concern. But aa the com- 
mittee were perfbnaUy: liable fernJarg* duties to the company* certain ruin 
xnuft have enfuedhad no tiiae bee* allowed for the ,difpofel of their flock 
in hand. One year wa* therefor* given for that purpofei 



On the 24th of January, 1767* the committee wrote as follows to the 
tottft of directors. 



1 • - • 1 * 
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"We now tome to fpeak of your inftruftion* relative to the inland 
« thide, which you very juftly confider as the foundation of alt the blood- 
**'{hed, maflacres, and confofiatl whkb have happened of late years in 
* 4 Bengal. Your orders are pofitive* and therefore our obedknee fliall be 
44 implicit. Accordingly you will obferve in our proceedings, that the fo- 
•♦ciety for conducting this branch of traffic ftands abfolutely aboiifhed on 
44 the firft day of September next. The contra&s for the prefent year be- 
44 ing formed, and large advances made* it was impcfltble, without ruin 
" to individuals, and confufion to the public, to fix an earlier date for the 
44 execution of your orders. 

44 But although out duty obliges us to pay the ftri&eft obedience to 
" your peremptory orders* for abolifhing a tt ade, to which you exprefs fo 
44 ftrong on averfion, the fame duty requires we fhouki freely offer bur 
44 fentiments upon a fubjefifc, in whkh we think your immediate kitereft, 
14 the good of the fcrvice, and the public Welfare are deeply concerned- 
« 4 The honourable court of dire&ors* and* indeed the whole body of pro- 
44 prietors, found it neceflary to reftrain by covenants their civil and mili- 
44 tary fcrvants from receiving thofe advantages to. wbjich they had for 
* . - 44 many 



a many yeafs-bfeen accuflfemect/ : It is- HkeWife propo&d, that yota?in*fi 
"enjoy the real fruits of your late acquiiitioits, to make fuch an encrctffe* 
u of inveftmenf, particularly in filk, as. wift ^effectually deprive your fear- 
w vants of the ixfual benefits arifiiig from private trade. Farther* that the 
" revenues, feiay^iiot be Injured fn any 'decree, they are prohibited * front 
" lending money at a high^f rate-ef mtereftthafc twelve per. cent, per an~ 
4< num; and a trade by fea in -the manufa&uires. of the cotintryi being the 
" only remaining channel for the -exertion of induftry, that likewife is 
" choaked iip by thofe -fhdals of free merchants annually imported, who 
" being, incumbered with no public bufinefs, nor confided to refideftce ii\ 
" Bengal, can carry on a ft*e trade with «very- port in India: to;, .much 
" greater advantage than your fervants. 



/ 
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" Taking all thefe circumftances into confideration, reflecting atjfo upon 
" the great increafe of luxury of late years, in confequence of the fudden 
" influx of wealth, and that it Will not be pra&ickble for a time, to reduce 
" the charges of living to the'prefent means of fypporting thofe charges, 
" we adopted, in confequence of your p?rmiffipn, fhe plan of a regulated 
" and reftri&ed inland tirade,, as the bfeft method of rewarding faithful 
" fervices, the fureft means, to excite zeal, and the faireft mode of car- 

• ■ 

" rying on a beneficial trade, without relinquifhing all the advantages we 
" have hitherto received, or fubje&ing the natives to thofe encroachments 
u on their natural rights, of which they have with too much reafon com- 
" plained 

%i Our letter by the Camden, and proceedings by the Cruttenden, will 
•" explain to you the regulations in. the original plan of the fociety, which 
" took place in the month of September laft. Under thefe regulations 
" the trade can fcarce be confidered in the odious light of a monopoly, 
" fince we are rather the agents for manufacturing the fait, than the pro- 
" prietors of the trade. It is fold in Calcutta to the natives only, and, to 
/" the utter excluiion of all Europeans, at an <eafier rate than it could he, pro- 
*< cured when under the management of the government, before we were 
* c admitted to any participation. The natives tranfport it to all the differ- 

" ent 
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"eat parts of the country, under fuch limitations, that it muft reach the 
<c hands of the confumer at a dated and moderate price. Hereby the peo- 
ple fenfibly feel the juftice and lenity of our government ; and your fer- 
vants, who have attained the . higheft ftations, after a courfe of many 
years fpent in this unfavourable, climate, reap the reward of their fervices, 
and enjoy the means of fecuring that independence to which they have 
" fo equitable a claim. 

u We are now dire&ed totally to renounce all fhare and benefit arifing 
u from this trade. It muft be made over to the natives. The govern- 
" meht muft of courfe come into pofleflion ; nor can it be carried on 
lc otherwife than upon the ancient footing of farming it out to minifters, 
" officers, favourites, and dependents on the government, who will rear 
" iriimenfe fortunes upon the oppreffion and ruin of the public, in defpite 
" of our utmoft influence and endeavours. Thefe are at prefent our fuf- 
" picions, time alone can verify our conjectures. You no doubt will 
" maturely confider how far it is probable men will continue honeft againft 
" all the fedu&ions of private intereft ; and whether it may not be ne- 
" ceflary to ftrengthen the ties of that duty expe&ed from your fervants, 
" by the lighter bonds of gratitude for the affluence which they enjoy 
44 during the time of their fervitude, and the independency they ought 
44 to fecure before the clofe of their labours." 

Long before the laft orders of the directors arrived, the committee, 
fenfible that abufes might grow up, notwithftanding the late regulations, 
unlefs the governors were wholly unconnected with every intereft in the 
country, recommended to the council, in confequence of the following 
minute, entered in confultations 19th of September 1766, that the pre- 
sident fhould relinquifh his fhares in the falt-fociety, and receive an cqui~ 
valent * from the revenues. 

•The directors afterwards adopted this expedient refpc&ing all their fervants ; but l>y abolifh- 
ing the reftri&ions under which this trade was carried on, and oppofmg inetfc&ual prohibitions 
to the private intereft of all their fervants, they have let in upon the country all- the former evils. 
and loft their revenues from this commerce. 

* R Soled 



-ftfe A-TOftttOF TH'&fiKIHLIMf:' 

Seled Committee Er,oceeding$j 19111 of September 1766. 

" The right honourable the president has urged the neccflity of reflrid- 
" ing the future governors of this prcfiilency, in points of trade and 
u private iatcreft, with arguments of fo much force and convi&ion, in 
" the following minute, that we unanimously agree in recommending hia 
" lordfhip'6 propofal to the board, that it may be carried into execution 
44 with all convenient difpatch. 

m Lord ClivcV Minute. 



/ 
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Our attention as a feleft committee invefted with extraordinary powers 
by the court of dire&ors, has been conftantly engaged in reforming the- 
M abufes which had crept into the feveral departments of this government. 
4C The important work has been fteadily pr.ofecuted with zeal, diligence, 
" and difintereftedaefs on our parts, and the. fuccefs of our labours gives 
*< us reafon to hope that our employers will be of opinion that we have 
" eftablifhed many .ufeful and neceflary regulations. Many others how- 
44 ever are (till wanting to complete our plan ; but I doubt not that the 
44 lame principles which have hitherto guided our condud, will continue 

u to dirc& and juftify the meafures we have yet to purfue* 

■» . 

u To place the prefident in fuch a Gtuation as will render his govern- 
44 ment honourable to himfelf, and advantageous to the company, appears 
44 to be an obje& of as much confequence as any that has been taken into 
44 our confideratron. Where fuch immenfe revenues a*e concerned, where 
44 power and authority are fo enlarged, and where the eye of juftice and 
44 equity fhouM be ever watchful, a governor ought not to be embarrafled 
" ic with private bufinefe. He ought to be free from every occupation hi 
44 which his judgment can poflibly be biaffed by his intereft. The exten- 
44 five commercial affairs, the ftudy of the finances* the politics of the 
" country, the epiftolary correfpondence, the proceedings of council and 
44 committee, thefe are fufiicient to employ every moment of his time; 
u and I am confident they cannot be condu&cd with the requiiitive atten- 
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\ w tion to the company's intereft, if the mind of the governor be diverted 

«« by complicated mercantile affairs of his own. 

44 If we look back upon thofe unhappy diffenfions, which have fre- 
44 quently brought the company's pofleffions in Bengal almoft to the point 
44 of deftruftion, we (hall find that they have generally proceeded from 
44 the conduct of governors, who, too eager in the purfuit of private in- 
44 tereft, have involved themfelves in affairs which could not be recon- 
44 ciled to the ftri£t principles of integrity. To prevent fcrutinies and 
44 difcoveries, which might in any degree affe& their honour, they have 
44 frequently been reduced to the neceffity of conniving at abufes which 
i4 r would other wife have been brought to light and remedied* The wel- 
44 fare of this great company ihould be the fole ftudy of a governor j 
attached to that point alone, his meafurcs could never be thwarted by 
the malice of oppofition, becaufe they would all be propofed for the 
44 public good, and a&ions will always be juftified or condemned from the 
44 principles on which they are founded. 

44 Such a ftate of independency and honour muft be highly eligible to 
44 a governor ; and, in my opinion, it can only be acquired by tutting 
44 off all poffibiiity of his benefitting himfelf either by trade, or that 
44 influence which his power neceffarily gives him in thefe opulent pro- 
44 vinces. 

44 1 therefore propofe that the governor fhall, in the moil public man- 
" ner, in the prefence of all the company's fervants, the mayor and al- 
44 dermen, and free merchants, aflembled at the Mayor's Court, take the 
44 oath and execute the penalty-bond annexed. 

> 

44 The confideration I have propofed is i per cent* upon the revenues, 
44 excepting thofe arifing from the company's own lands at C^ilvutt^, 
4 *Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 

44 Although by thefe means a governor will not fate able to amafs a for- 
44 tune of a million, or half a million, in the Jpase of t*?q pr thrqc;ypars, 

* R 2 vet 
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yet he Will acquire a very handfome independency, and be in that very 
iituation, which a man of nice honour and true zeal for the fervice 
would wifh to poflefs. Thus iituated, he may defy all oppofition in 
council; he will have nothing to afk, nothing to propofe, but what he 
means for the advantage of his employers. He may defy the law, be*- 
caufe there can be no foundation for a bill of difcovery; and he may 
defy the obloquy of the world, becaufe there can be nothing cenfurable 
in his conduct. It fhort, i£ftability can be infured to fuch a government 
as this, where riches have been acquired in abundance, in a fmall fpace 
of time, by all ways and means, and by men with or without ca~ 
pacities, it mull be effected by a governor thus reftri&ed ; and I fhall* 
think it an honour if my propofal be approved, to fet the firft ex- 
ample." 



The oath was, That the governor 
fhould not, dire&ly or indire&ly* 
carry on any trade, but that he 
fhould not be precluded from dif- 
pofing of fuch goods or merchan- 
dife as might be on his hands un- 
fold at the time of his commencing 
governor. 



OBSERVATIONS, 
The reader muft obferve that this oath was* 
drawn up notto be taken by lord Clive only,, 
but by future governors, who, as merchants, 
muft be fuppofed to have fome merchandife 
undifpofed cf at the time of their coming to 
the chair. Lord Clive hirafelf was not en- 
gaged in commerce. 



A provifo was inferted, That he 
fhould not be prevented from pur- 
chafing diamonds or other precious 
ftones, provided he did not difpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or fale 
in the Eaft Indies, or from remitting 

his fortune to England by bills, or in* 
any other fhape. 

That he would not lend money 
at a higher rate of intereft than ten 
per. cent. 



It may be proper to remark that there 
were only two (eligible or perhaps ftridly 
legal) modes of remitting private fortunes, to 
England, the one by bills on the company, 
the other by diamonds. Every man preferred 
the former when he could otrtain it, as the 
leaft hazardous. 



The company's fervants, even by permif- 
fion of the court of directors, had a right 
to lend money at twelve per cent, and the 
common praflicc bad. been to ler;d at 'two 

and 
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That he would not receive any 
preferit from any of the country 
powers exceeding the amount fpe- 
cified in his covenants with the 
company. 



and three per cent, per menfcon It would 
have been very ridiculous if a governor, upon 
not being able to procure the remittance of 
all his fortune, fhould not have had the 
power of lending at a moderate rate of inte- 
reft, which ten per cent. <Poit certainly is jit 
that country. It is not more than eqiiiva-v 
lent to five per cent, in England. 

It was poffible that farmer covenants might 
be evaded. This oath, and the penalty «bond 
which followed it, made all evafion imprac- 
ticable. 



That he would not receive any 
fee or gratuity for the difpofal of 
any office or employment whatfo- 
ever, the true intent and meaning 
of the oath being, that in confider- 
ation of i per cent, upon the 
Dewannee colle£lions^ his falary.and 
ftated allowances, commiffion up- 
on the mint, coral, and freight 
goods, and money lent at ten per 
cent, intereft, no other emolument 
or advantage whatfoever, either by. 
trade or otherwife, fhould accrue to 
him as governor of Bengal. 



The commiflion upon the mint, coral, 
and freight (hips is fixed, and belong to the 
governor by long ufage, and by the. appoint- 
ment 'of the cenjpaay. It amounts. to a 
very.trifling fym f 



This propofal being approved by the council, a deed between lord Clive 
and the company, correfpondent with the oath, was executed and regifter- 
ed in the Mayor's Court, by which the governor bound himfelf to the 
faithful performance of every claufe in the penal fum of 150,0001. to be 
forfeited in cafe he fhould adt contrary to that indenture, one third to the 
informer ; and two thirds to the company j recoverable upon prjoof given 
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•iff to vstw t>r>r*r£ 'ittvousw > 

irt tfttfcoifflf (if tllJittdftryy fttehtfqcre*,- the mayor's court at Calcutta, before 
the ctftfrt bf dirtdbn, 6* flhr cointil at Bengal. 

Whether the trade of thi$ fociety fo retrained under the eye of a pre- 
sident* who* without thebias of intereft, might derive honour to himfelf 
by cOtfe&ing the faults of others, was lefs injurious to the natives than 
the trade carried on at prefent, the reader may determine. I will venture 
to aflert, without fear of contradiction, that when the increafed charge of 
40,000 k upon the' revenues, is added to the lofs of duties, it will be found, 
that the company have fuffcred more than 156,0001. per annum by over- 
turning this plan. * 

To anfwer the arguments of every caviller, would be un\Vorthy thofe 
who wifh to give information. Fa£ts are ftated, the motives explained, 
and authentic papers referred to for proof of my affertions. This may 
be deemdd fufficient by.fome, for fo far only the public intereft extends ; 
but- rhojpe th£ caftftd flgader wifrnet think it an improper intruliori on his 
patience, if I proceed to refute ah injurious alperfiori thrown upon the 
charadter of the noble lord, who was a principal adtor in the tranfa&ion 
here explained. 

Lord Clive declared, in hisletter to the court of directors, that his intention 
was to relinquifh his fhare of trade to the inferior fervants. This de- 
claration was made upon a fuppofition that the inland trade Would be 
prohibited, and defigned u as a means to alleviate the'diflatisfa&ion which 
iC ftich rejlriftions may occafion." The company refolved to continue thd 
inland trade. No realbn therefore exifted which could induce a man 
of honour to refufe that fhare in the fociety, Whidh Was eftablifhed for 
all fucceffive governors, when a plan, framed in purfuance of orders from 
jdirt&ots and proprietor s; was* carried into execution. 

' .*■■ ,~\': ■ . ■ • ■ ... 

But it is faid, lord Clive declared, in a general court, that he would 
return to England not eiiriched ft fhilling by his expedition. This en- 
gagement he literally fulfilled. His fhares in the fociety of the firftyear, 
for he had none in the fecond, together N/vith his commiflion on the reve- 
nues, 



ones, appear upon the public, rcpords. Thefe he ^iftjrj^utfd, among- the 
gentlemen who accompanied him to India j and his intention fo to do was 
known in England as early as the 24th of March, 1767; for on that 
day a ballot being taken qn a^iiyeftion concerning thejaghjre, the foHow- 
fog declaration from .a ftiqnd of,,hi?. lordfhip was not only .te^atedly 
publimed in every newsr-paper, but induftrkSufly circulated among : the pro- 
prietors of India ftock. 

. " Tli*t hi* lordfhip has been adding to Jbis fortune is moft untrue. His 
^. friends defy the bittereft pf ,his enemies to fupport die charge. A 
« lblemn affeveration in that refpeft, from lord Clive himfelf, was read 
14 in court by the friend to whom lord Clive addrefled his letter ; and 
f 4 it is now fubmitted to print, in order to difcredk affertions which 
44 are falle* or elfe to remain in public teftimony againft his lord- 
'« fhin." 

Extract of a letter from lord Clive, dated Calcutta, $oth Sept. 1765. 

44 That you may aflert with confidence the juftlce of my caufe J 49 
" declare by the God who made me, it is my abfolute determination to 
44 refuie every prefent of confcquence ; and that I will not return to Eng- 
land with one rupee more than arifes from my jaghire. My profits 
from fait fhall be divided among thofe friends who have endangered 
u their lives and conftitutions in attending me. The congratulatory na* 
44 zirs* x &c. fhall befct oppoiite my extraordinary expences; and if ougjifc 
44 remains, it fhall go to Poplar, orfome oth« hoipital." 

The account hft mentioned w?a delivered to the council of Calcutta 
upon his departure for England; and the writer, of thefe (beets can teftify 
that nothing did remain. On the contrary, his Iqrdfhip .expended more 
than Eve thoufand pounds from his private fortune 

* To refufc complimentary prefers, or, as they called in the letter, congratulatory mzir9, 
*ould, in India,, be deemed an affront. Prefects, to a otrUin value, arc therefore excepted in 
the covenants. 

The 
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The reader (hould undcrftand whence this laft engagement* not to en- 
rich himfelf, had arifen. The motion, in 1764, to rcqueft lord Clive would 
again embark for India, was received with univerfal applaufe, and imme- 
diately pafled into a; vote. Some gentlemen in the -direction, although 
they could not object to the expedition, raifed obftacles to its execution in 
every ftage of the bufinefs. They condemned the powers to be given to 
the fele'dt committee, although they themfclvcs had three months before, 
in a lefs alarming fituation of affairs, inverted Mr, Vanfittart fingly with 
abfolute authority*, had given the fame powers to Mr. Vanfittart's un- 
known fucceflbr, jointly with a feledt committee ; nay, affigned as a reafon 
for not giving thefe powers to him alone, that they knew not who that 
fucceflbr might be. It was at length infinuated, that the expedition was 
convenient to his lordfliip, who had the fame objett with every other man 
in the company's fervice. Lord Clive thought proper to contradict thefe 
calumnies ; at the fame time declaring that he would not enrich himfelf 
by his voyage to India, It furely will appear a very forced conflrudticn 
of fuch an engagement, to contend that he ought not to apply the ac- 
knowledged profits of his government to the reward of thofe whofe fcr- 
vice6 were neceffary to him in the difcharge of his public duty. 

Thefe gentlemen went to India with the knowledge of the directors, but 
without any emoluments from the company, Unreftrained by covenants, 
they might have been eafily enriched by trade or prefects. Numberlefs 
opportunities occurred ; but it was thought more honourable to confer 
upon them the known acknowledged rewards which the governor might 
juftly have appropriated to himfelf. 

It has been aflerted, that the jagliire was reftoredto lord dive upon his 
entering -into the engagements before mentioned. Nothing is lefs true. 
It -is notorious, that he declared himfelf ready to embark for India, and 
leave his right to the decifion of the law. When the proprietors requefted 
him to accept the government and command of their forces, thejaghire 
was depending in chancery. By the proceedings in the caufe, it appears 

• See the general letter to Bengal, in February, 1764. 

that 
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that a curious reafon had been given for withdrawing it, " becaufe all 
* 4 cordiality had ceafed between the dire&ors and his lordfhip." Thi* 
reafon not being conclufive with. the proprietors, a propofal of accommo- 
dation was accepted, and the jaghire was fettled upon his lordfliip for 
ten years, if he (hould fo long live. The dire&ors, in the year 1767, fen- 
fible of his difinterefted fervices in Bengal, propofed to a general court a 
prolongation of this term ; and, although fome oppofition was made while 
the crown claimed a right to the company's revenues* a farther term often 
years was afterwards added, by an unanimous vote of the proprietors, Mr, 
VanGttart himfelf (peaking in fupport of the motion* 
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The Jmpoffibility of introducing BngKfla Laws into Bengal, 
with fbme Oblervations on the Nature of thbfe Regulations 
which the Manners and Habiif, q( t^e Natives may admit. 

. »U. W ' ilvv V .. . .'. 

* • 

IN the foregoing chapters of this work^'the principal obje&s of govern- 
ment are examined fo far as the power and influence of the Englifh 
have produced a change. The reader, who is converfarit with the hiftories 
of more fettled ftates, will not be greatly furprifed if fome errors fhoultf 
appear, and will judge with temper the conduct of men, who* cdmpelfeii 
by neceffity, have a£ted in a new fcene, unaided by experience. If in 
Great Britain, where the form of our government has grown uri to maturity 
in the courfe of feveral ages j where thfe power of each magiftrate has uti^ 
dergone frequent difcuffions from the united wifdom of focceffive genera- 
tions ; where all authority is committed to the hands of me* formed by 
education for their feveral ftations, and where the effe&s of its <bcertioh 
may be traced in our hiftory ; if, in a country like this, we a*e perpetually 
alarmed with fuppofed invafions of our rights, and frightful pWhi^^jf 
encreafmg defpotifm'are daily held forth to terrify the people, whfct & jkJr- 
trait Alight the dulleft imagination exhibit of Bengal 1 By minds open to 
fuch impreffions, little regard will be had to the different mannert and 
habits of a people ; to the enterprifing Mahomedan or Armehian oppofed 
to the gentle native of India ; to the condition of conquerors ilving amidft 
a timid and fubmiffive race, like foldiers unreftrained by difcipltne; of men 
clamoroufly demanding the protection of laws ill underftood and worfe 
applied, where intereft and paffion unite to confound all order, and wherfe 
lordly traders, impatient of controul, hope to gratify tteir own fordid ava- 
rice in the general wreck. Such confiderations will have little wetgftt 
with many readers, who will eftimate our conduit in the government of 
Bengal by the rigid letter of thofe laws, which the more perfect pqlity of 

Great 



Great Britain can alone admit. Without examining my own conduct 
by rules which I do not underftand, and which were not formed 
for the fcene in which I adted, it /will fvMf fatisfy my ambition, if to the 
candid and difpaflionate I ihall appear to hare purfued the interefts of my 
employer 9/ td kxit ifefjfc&tf &e fights of others, and to h*T# ikfaVed 
the charter of an honed .man. „ : i : . , , 
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Wlfciilord Clive afrived in Bengal, in the year 176$, the 
gradually advanced to that point, which rendered a continuance of their for- 
mer fyftem impoffiye. The principles upon which the fubfeq^ent change 
was cdhduflted, the reader will examine by the motives which our fltuatipil 
at that time fuggefted j and, if he wifhes to form a jjyft judgment, wili 
attend to the whole affairs of the company, both at home and abroad. I 
}ttye here given a plain and artlefs narration of our transitions, and might 
now difmife the uibje&, but that, after the experience of ipore than twenty 
years, I feel myfelf , inftigated to refift thofe wild opinions, which probably 
have arifen from, .ignorance of the country. To demonflrate the impoffi- 
bijitjr. pfjintrodMciog Englifh laws, or, indeed, any new fyftem, will not be 
{l$fifculti . To point out thofe alterations in government, by which it may 
jKhpoffible to connect the welfare of Bengal with the intereft of Great 
Britain, . is a more arduous tafk. I {hall attempt the latter part with extreme 
4$gtdence jjnd diftruft, fince our own experience is yet very imperfect, 
a&4 that of other nations can afford little aififtance. 

■-•■•■■ ' •...,.*..'' 

...^MfnweU verfed in hiftory too often imbibe not the fpirit i£ n*tibn*> 
They ,tr^p not the various means by which the minds of a people gradually 
#nfold tPi civilization, by which men are moulded for the reception of 
law*; They regard not the flow growth of thofe opinions, which can 
atone give effecT: to limitations of power in the magifti ate, but would trant- 
plant in an inftant a fyftem of laws eftablifhed in this country by the pror 
gr^ffiye. experience of ages, and impofe it on a diftant people whofe; reli- 
jgWWv/wJiofe <;u.ft©ms, whofe habits of thinking, and manner of life equally 
jp^hibjt, the attempt. . /);i , # 
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* Thefe afef^tferrors of the vulgar. The philofopher here only miftakee* 
Aft: the peafant his right to a field ; his father enjoyed it before him; 
Let a clown be flightly beaten for a trefpafs, whom an a&ion at law would 
have ruined: he underftands not the trial by jury, or the relation it bears 
to our government ; yet he complains of arbitrary violence, and his caufe 
is efpoufed by his neighbours, as little informed as himfclf* 

This fpirit, this opinion of right, which -gives force and effe£t to our 
laws, is matured by age, and tranfmitted from father to fon, like the 
fubjefts to which it relates. If the northern nations who broke in upon 
the Roman empire could not relifh thofe beauties of art which are the im- 
mediate objeds of fenfe, how can a people receive even beneficial previa 
fions, which have no exigence but in the mind, are known but by their 
effe&, and which experience alone can approve ? Intricate laws among $ 
rude people may, like refinements in religion, be ufeful to men entruiled 
with the facred depofit The more anxious the care of the legiflator, the 
more complex the limitations of power, the more occafions ofabufewill 
occur. Lawyers, like the priefts of old, will judge of the duties of mea 
by the interefts of their own order, and the opprefled fubjeft will feel the. 
inftitution a burthen without reaping the fmalleft advantage. Even fup- 
pofing men of enlightened minds and tried integrity to prefide, their influx 
ence will fcarcely be felt. The dread of the Englifh name has proved a 
plentiful fource of oppreffion itt the hands of private men* Shall we add 
a complicated fyftem of laws to impofe on a timid and indolent race? 
Who will underftand his rights ? Who will apply to our courts for re- 
drefs? Thus to kflen the powers of government, muftwe fly to anarchy, 
and render every Englifh gomaftah the interpreter of hia own claims? 
Thogc are fome notions of juftice not confined to. time and place, derived 
frotef* the neceflary intercourfe of men, and common, to every climci 
Thefe are the foundations of all government, and from fuch fimple be- 
ginnings muftour fabrick be reared* To render all rights plain and fim- 
ple, tor remove rather the occafion than means of oppreffion^ and to enforce 
a prompt adminiftration of juftice, according to the primary laws of allna-^ 
tions, can alone be fafely attempted. 

This 
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. r This fubje& : deferves a fuller 4ifcuffion %i , Lgt if 8 therefore defcend 
fomewhat into detail. Perfonal contra&s form axonfiderable title in every 

.«o4e; and here different nations approach nearefl tQ each other. Our 
few of contrails is greatly borrowed from the dvii kw, v which has been 
adopted with fome Ji^Le variation by aj^ the, other- nations of turoje. 

i The commentaries Upqp the Koran, as far as. they regard matters of con- 

jtra&» are, I. am told, chiefly derived from the fame. law, eftablifhed in 
the Greek empire, and are received, fubjedt to tb£ .arbitrary will of the 
prince and his officers,, wherever the Mahomedan religion prevails. 

- ' . - ■ - .■■.-.'■ c ■ •' - ■;. ...-.- 

The truth is, that .there can be UttTe diverfity, where all men have the 
fame intention, and expreff it nearly in the fame manner. No fboner da 
mutual neceffities beget an exchange of commodities, than the nature of 
a fele is perfe&ly underftood. If I relinquifh my horfe v and accept the 
price, in no quarter of the world can this fimple tranfaftion be mif- 
taken. So he that receives goods from a merchant without mention of 
price, tacitly engages to pay their real value in the market. So likewife 
he that employs a perfon to tranfaft bufinefs, or perform ajiy.work, un- 
dertakes to pay him as much as his. labour deferves. . Yet even here fome 
diverfities will occur in the laws of different Hates. Not to mention, the 
various caufes or considerations of contr^&ing, every agreementj has ; a re- 
lation not to the parties only, but to all around them, to the .government, 
to the ftate of commerce,, to the police of the country- 
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Public rights are every where 'mori expofed than private. , The ek- 
tent of the former renders them lefs fubjefit to infpedion, and the officers 
employed have little intereft in their, defence*. . Inthe.moft .free countries: 
the magiflrate is therefore armed with extraordinary powers, and is per- 
mitted to \indicate his claim, when; a lapfe of time feems to have eftab- 
lifhed the right in another. Where (hall this privilege end ? What fu- 
pCrior remedies- fhatfl the magiflrate poffefs ? Into what hands fhall he: 
fpllow the property of his debtors I or what tranfa&ions fhall he be per- 
mitted to unravel.?. v : .! 
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V- ^Agatufo W&ffiB ^f^<^ of c^k pretftil.in the deaiiaga of different na- 
tions, t^^no^eiafB »H eng ag eme nt s immediately executed. Upon what 
'mutual^ei»»kirtg mjk the c«intt*& life&tH|dedi ? by what evidence fnpw. 
ported^ tefojfe the individual cah -call rbprfirtibie magiftratei for affiflancej 
When (hall it be cotifidered as his 4wty to interfere <f Whjd proeefs igainft 
the perfon ffijffl th*- creditor demand? i-WhiferpihafiimeiDt be inflated to 
enforce the: payment of debtfe ? -What iin*quahcontraiatf IhaiLr the 'creditor 

Dfe admitted to. rtfciftdf f t ::-: i .rif- :-o *T/bo*j t,i>' !m* r li-Vrc %i;^ 

Thefe are queftions which no general reafoning can enable us to an- 
fwer, bvt Which the prudent legillator mfafrdefiamihe^vridb*jncw 
. preterit ntuatiori arid cdmmerce of hi A fnbje&$v : ^r ^ J; #i -Vf i >--;-; 'v..{. ;f . 

'' - '' '\-> *•'!• "I i-lr wJ 

The hungry and neceffitous will ever -commit- 4eprod^tM>qs; to$ 
perty. This is an evil which the public are concerned ^oir^pr^ft, ;r e^ 
encouragement muft be given to the owner in purfujt, wJbeth^r thp ittr 
jury be ail open and violent, or a iecret theft.. T* ^^t cai^ev ft^l^h^ 
right extend ? By what transfer of poflefOon fhall the property bq^hanged? 
Shall the rule vary, as the thing taken can be more eafily conveyed iorc^fb- 
cealed ? How (hall we decide between the intereft of a fak purchafer 911 
one hand, and the claim of i meritorious profecutor of primes, himfieJf 
equally innocent, equally injured on the other ? Thefe, and innumer- 
able like points, muft finally depend on the ftate and condition of a na- 
tion ; and he, who is in the fmalleft degree converfant with the hiftory 
of laws in any country, muft have obfenred, that they perpetually Vary 
with the varying condition of a people. As well might we tranfplant the 
full-grown oak to the banks of the Ganges, as dream that any part of a 
code, matured by the patient labours of fucceffive judges and legiflators 
in this ifland, can poffibly coalefee with the cuftoms of Bengal. 
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To purfue our chain of reafoning, it will be neceflkry to invqftigaie the 
domeffic relations of private lift. Here the intelligent reader will dif- 
cover that different nations diverge, as it were, ftill farther from the com- 
mon centre, until climate, religion, and laws confpiring, have formed 

"' ;,i *' creatttffei 
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creature* : ib difRfiiikr to cadi othe^ a* 'tiiight tetatjpt btte to rtfik tbenr 
under different ipccies. As wfell niight wtf«*pe& that tfie-Hradbo could 
change hts colour, as that federal* millions of people ihould denounce ia 
an inifctfit thofe cuftoons, i& which they have livedo which habit has con-*. 
firmed, and religion ha* taught them to revere. If this were acconw 
plUhed, more than half oitr Work* would yet remain* They muft not 
•tdy renounce old, ■ but aflume new manners. The man muft be again 
created; and this prodigy be effected by unknown laws, repugnant to 
every thing he had heard* feen, or felt.. 
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: . Jk is common ttt unmfocmed man* ia every quarter of the globe, to 
judge rather from the perceptions of fenfe, than the cooler refinements of 
icafon. This habit of thinking pervades his whole conduit The dif- 
tani relation ttt the magiftrates is forgotten, while the benefits derived 
from, the father or mafter make a HveLy impreffion on the mind. Remdye 
Ae impulfe of fear, and the former relation depends wholly onr an opi- 
iton of remote advantage, the growth of which no experience of pro- 
te&oft k* delpotic fiates can greatly favour. A defeft of government 
naturally tends to draw clofer the ties of private life, and the individual 
uoprote&ed from without, flirifcks into the fmaller fbciety, where all the 
affections of hife heart concentre. A country without police provides no 
afylum foe diftrefs. The poor look up to the hand that feeds them, and 
experience of a matter's indulgence produces a more ready fubmiffion to 
lis power, thaato that of a judge, whofe* conduit is equally unreftrained 
by rule. This is not confined merely to dome flic fervants, but ex- 
tends equally to manufacturers employed by the merchant- With- 
out this authority the mafter would fear * to advance his money, and the 
workman be unable to procure either the means of fubfiftence, or the ma- 
terials of his work. 

■"^^fe'Coffiih^AlIy'liwn claimed the full dominion of his country,, 
arid bitterly inveighed ag*inA the EngH(h for encroaching upon the offi- 
cers pi his government, it \?a$ univer&lly underftood that he claimed no 
po^er ovec the weavers,. &c. in the Englifh pay. Throughout Mr. Van- 

fittartV 
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iittatt*rf ; MiPttd*© thja js. every -where fuppofed* and the Nabob, ia anfvre* 
4o I'flft Iklta&t^^ityfeftt,'ileelme4 "Wllenever the chiefs and gotnaftaht 
»' of y©W r &&oriesMHtemi$t not n*y peopteV and ttee dependents tin the 

* gbrefrimemy thf officers 1 alfo witt not iriftrftfe^itfc the wea«rsi.;py- 

* cars'; and others ufuatiy depenShl r 6h : yoWfa^dtfies.^ : ' '•'- r - : 'A 
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-'-ThatMn'Vann^artmdefffoo^tnisp^er nof td'be .relirfqtfftial In\h1t 
treaty thongh<the Tight appeared too ^fcto"4o^ r 4Wp*^dy-fttf«fcd,:*» 
•evident from his minute in Confutations,- theHfirft : of "Febnttifyr-' 1763?. 
This authority was afterwards abufed, when the company became grand 



InterWoT Bonfinon '%a*er*-alAin- 
dantry fecured Hie : fervarit from dJ)preffiohi »Ieft'he moTild^eefe^rjitoJ. 
ts&ion elfewhere. ' r ! .•!...-. ;x .';v.:.n 






Such being the prevailing habits among the natives of Bengal it is 
difficult to conceive a more ridiculous -fcene, than ia ' grave judgie, - arrayed 
in Kis robes of dignhy, difcourfing before the fimple v Prtdian *of - implied 
hiring* for a year $ . of ftatutes compelling labourers to work, fcnfd mailers; 
to employ; of apprefiticefhipfc ; of indentures ; of the rieceffary qualifi* 
Cations for the exercife of trades/>atvd the incapacities confequent on negf 
led; where relief may' be given' by ""one magiftrate, and where redrefe 
muft be fought from another. He might pronounce a very graceful fta-. 
negyric upon the noble policy of our Englifh law, upon the generous 
equality fubfifting in the inferior relations of life* and the elevated fenti4 
ments it is fitted to ihfpire* All this may be juft, would the native obj. 
ferve, but I know not the judge, and how can I believe him my friend? 
If my mafter forfakes me, to whom fhall I look for fupport ? or how 
?an I exped prote&ion from thofe who derive no advantage from my 
labour*? 

A plurality of wives is admitted tjirpughout the Eaft. It is a law de- 
rived from the climate. ** Women in hot climates," lay* the prefident 

. ■ * In Bengal the people are fo far from fujJpofmg juftice due from the magiftrate, that one 
quarter of the property in difputc belongs to the judge, as a reward for tis trouble. 

Montefquieu, 
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Montefquicu, " are marriageable at eight, nine, or ten years ; they are 
" old at twenty. It is therefore extremely natural, that in thefe places a 
" man, when no law oppofes, fhould leave one wife to take another, and 
w that polygamy fhould be introduced. 9 ' Our laws, formed in a temperate 
climate, where the* fcharms of women are bfetter preferred, where they 
arrive later at maturity, and their reafon accompanies their beauty, have 
adapted the natural equality between the fexes, and allow but one wife. 
The children of others are confidered as baftards, the relation of parent 
and child is diflblved, and they are not permitted to inherit. 

A dying father diftributcs his effe&s. He gives the bulk of his for- 
tune to the fon of his favourite, making a proper provifion for all. The 
happy man enters on the poffeffion, and enjoys it for years, with the ap- 
probation of all around him. Laws are now difcovered, by which the 
marriage of his mother is void *, and the teftament of his father an- 
nulled f. The poor wretch is dragged before our courts, and committed 
to a dungeon, until he produces the money, which he has innocently 
fpent, In vain would he implore their mercy, and deprecate a puniih- 
ment he had never deferved. The judge might com mife rate, but could 
not redrefs, for the rules of private property no power can fufpend. Thus 
Ihould we teach the encircling fpeftators to admire our juflicc, and blefs 
the hands that had impofed the .yoke. Could we even, tear the feelings of 
-nature from their hearts, the gaping creatures would wonder at the vi- 
olence* without under (landing the objeft to be attained. 

Marriage is a ftate connected with the former relation , and inftituted 
for the better performance of a. parent's duty. It varies, however, in dif- 
ferent countries, not only as to forms and folemnities, the age of con- 
tracting, and the rights of property conveyed, but. likewife as to the 
power and dominion of a hufband. It is a happinefs to live in thofe cli- 

* The common law of England never allowed' polygamy. 

+ 29 Car. II. c. 3. regulate* the fornw of teftamenury difpofitions. 

* T mates, 
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mates, whipb permit a ffee communication, where that fex, who have 
taoft Charm*, ejnfeeUiih witfrput corrupting fociety* 
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This happiqeia* however, cannot be the lot of every nation. InclL* 
ftaates where marriage ig contracted at an .early ajj^tjefore reafon aflumes 
her empire* where the paifiona arpquickgoed by. the nsar. approach of the 
ftuv and morality fepres only to awaken remorte* thq cQnfinement of wo- 
men univerfally prevails. **- Thofey fays fhe.p/efidem,Mpntefquieu, who 
" confider the horrible crimes, the treachery, the black villainies, the 
" poifbnings, the affaffinations, which the liberty of women has produced at 
« Gotland Uwte Pprtuguefe^emfinU.i^the Indips^where/digipn permits- 
« only.one wife * and who, c^oipares th?jn ^h the innocence and purity of 
■* manners of. t,he women, of Turky, Perfia, Mogjulflan* China, and Ja- 
-" pan, will clearly fee, that.it is frequently as necefTary to feparate them 
•".. from the men* when 'they havejbut onc^as when they have many." ^ 



* - * • '• . - ■' - . ! 
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If this account be jufti and it is fupported by the relation of^trayeUera,. 
the confinement of women is a law that cannot i>e changed. Through- 
out India the practice moft certainly prevails,, and is. clofely connected with 
the manners and religion, of the people- The Hindoo, not lefe than the 
Mahometan, dreads the- expofirl of • hie women a* the worft difhonour. 
Mr. Scrafton informs us, "that nothing hurt Suffraz Cawn (a former fu- 
" bahdar of Bengal) fo much, as the difgrace he put on his richeft fub- 
j e a, Jaggut Seat. Hearing 'that his fon was- married to a. young lady of 
exquifite beauty, he infilled on a fight of her. All the father's remon- 
« ftrances were vain. He faw her," and fent-her back, poffibly uninjured. 
«* But the very feeing her in a country, where women are concealed, was 
« an injury not to be forgiven." " Women, V fays Mr. Dow, " are. fb 
«* facred in India, that even the common foldiery leave them unmolefted 
" in the midft of flaughter and devaftation. The Haram is a fanftuary 
" againft all the licentioufnefs of victory; and ruffians, covered with the 
« blood of a hufband, flwrink back with.confufion from the fixret apart- 

« ments of his wives." 

Shalr 
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. Shall our writs of liberty unlock thtfe" (acrid recefles ? fhfcll no tevt* 
*ence be thought due to the honour of a hufband ? or flvtM we difregard 
the condition of a wife, incapable of governing herfelf ? fhall ouf courts 
of juftice become the authors of outrage, which the bloody tfuffian would 
fear to commit? Thus, in defpite of nature, (hall we diffolve the ties of 
<lomeftic life, without fubftituting any government in their place, and 
force the fervant, the child, and the wife, to renounce their dependence, 

unable to afford them protection. 

m 

. Our notions of man are two frequently taken from the poliihed citizen 
of Britain ; and we rudely imagine him to be the fame creature in every 
ftate. We forget that fociety has a progrefs, as well as the individual. 
Man may exift, where the citizen is unknown. With growing laws 

the latter gradually unfolds, until, allured of protection, each individual 
looks around with confidence for the objects of his feparate purfuit, and 
becomes unmolefted the artificer of his own fortunes. But as well njight 
we expert the frivolous gallantry of a Frenchman in the wilds of America, 
as hope that minds deprefled by defpotifm can embrace the idea of a com- 
mon intereft, or conceive the dominion of laws. 

If the civil rights eftablifhed in Great Britain cannot be adopted by the 
inhabitants of Bengal, to impofe our criminal code, will be found yet 
-more impracticable. This head of laws has lefs relation to individuals, 
than to the whole, to the government with its dependencies, to the efta- 
blifhed religion, to the domcftic and foreign interefts of the ftate. The 
natural rights of men muft be prote&ed in every country; but the means 

of affording even this protection muft relate to the habits of the mind ; and 
example would lofe its effed, unlefs experience of benefit kept pace with 
the puniftiment of crimes. It is difficult to {peak with temper of fubjeft- 
#ng nations to laws, which* they cannot underftand; of infli&iftg puttifh- 
ment, where there can be no intention to offend ; and of enforcing regu- 
lations without an objedt, becaiife the neceflities of a diflant people, diffi- 
tnilar in foil, in climate, in fituation, in morals, manners, religion, and 

* T 2 habits 
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habit* of life, have extorted thefe provifibns from their rulers. To -ana- 
lyze a fubjeft of fueh extent will be difficult. To contrail the laws, man- 
ners, and cuftoms of two feparate nations, will require a knowledge I do 
not poffefs, a labour which I cafe not to employ. Yet a part of the fub- 
jc& may deferve our attention, and afford both profit and pleafure for 
our toil. 

m 

In the firft clafs of crimes are ufually ranked fuch a&ions as dire&by 
ftrike at the very being of the ftate. High treafon is every where fevere- 
ly punifhed, but in a country jealous of its'Kberty, among a people de- 
voted to their laws, where neverthetefs a fingte magiftrate poffefles an ex- 
tenfive authority, this crime will be itri&ly defined. The ftatute of trea- 
fons relates wholly to the immediate adminiftration of the king. Our 
judges have very liberally expounded thefe provifions, and confirmed every* 
a&ion fubverfive of government, to be either "imagining the king's 
« death" — " levying war againft him" — " or giving comfort and aid to^ 
44 his enemies." 

Let Britifh laws be adopted in Bengal, the prefident of our fettlementr 
will poffefs neither power nor prerogative, but will fink to a level with 
the meaneft* The name is unknown to our judges ;. and violence to his 
perfon muft be adjudged a private injury. It may even be doubted whe- 
ther correfpondence with an enemy of the company, fupplying him with 
military ftores, difcipHning his army, and affifting his councils* would 
fubjeft an offender to the penalties of treafon. Should fuch doubts pre- 
vail, every check interpofed might be deemed an injury :. every punifh- 
ment inflifted be an arbitrary violation of law* Not only the great bonds 
of fociety will be broken, but all public rights* relative either to domeftic 
government or external defence, be deftroyed, becaufe Englifh laws re- 
late to the executive power of the ftate entrufted in very different hands.. 

Thus would the whole fabric of government be diffolved, and every 
power annihilated, where the dominion of a few ftrangers.over a multi- 
tude of natives, will require a jealous, a&ive, and vigorous adminiftra- 

tioa 
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tionibf its fupport; and where the fubjed accuftomed to defpotifinwilj- 
regard as weaknefs in his rulers, even the ordinary delays of jufticg; 

Our laws would be equally deftru&ive of the people, as ruinous to the 
government of Bengal. Not to mention the laws relative to religion and do* 
medic policy, not to enumerate the long * train of felonies created by par- 
liament, the rigid punifliment of a very few fpecies of crimes might deluge 
the country with blood* 

Women in the Eaft are transferred with little f ceremony, and whether 
they be wives or concubines, the men feldom await their confent* Were 
our laws of rape and rules of % evidence enforced, one half of the males, 
would incur the penalty of death. I mean not to juftify their pra&ice* 
but beg leave to fuggeft that the fword of juftice, when too deeply ftained 
with blood, may prove but an indifferent corre&or of the morals of a na- 
tion. It has before been remarked that the neceflities of a people extort 
many laws from their rulers, fbme of a very fanguinary nature, which even 
the favage defpot would condemn, when applied to a different ftate of fo- 
ciety* The amazing extent of public and private credit in Great ^Britain, 
has induced our legiflators to punifh forgery with death. Under this law 
a native of Bengal was condemned in the year 1765. But fo extravagant 
did the fentence appear, where experience had never fuggefted the prin^ 
ciple, fuch the difproportion in their eyes between the punifliment and 
crime, that the principal inhabitants of Calcutta exprefled their aftoniflx- 
ment and alarm m a petition to the governor and council ; and. upon a 
proper reprefentation, Radachurd Metre received a pardon §. 

- Thefe, among many other inftanees which might be given, will fuffice 
to prove the violent effe&s of introducing the Englifh laws. In other par- 
ticulars their defeat will be as confpicuous as in thefe their excefs. 

• Not lefs than one hundred and fixty capital felonies are created by, a&s of parliament*. 

t When colonel Clive defeated Surajah al Dowlah, Meer Jaffier fent to offer the colonel 
feme hundreds of Siirajah's women who were taken in the camp. 

X Girh under ten years of age are incapable of confenting by our Jaw, and therefore the 
knowledge of them without violence is puniflied with death. 

f. Vide Petition,. App. p. 177, No. 63. 

A Hindoo* 



A Hindoo had been bribed to procure foijie papers belonging to a gen* 
tlemaii who died in the company's fervice. Tlie fop caught him in the 
fadt ; and, in revenge of his treachery, compelled him to fwallow a fpoon- 
ful of broth. Ridiculous as the punifhment may feem, it was attended 
with very ferious confequences. No fooner was his pollutiqn known, than 
he was degraded from his caft, loft all the benefits of fociety, and was 
avoided as a leper by his tribe. When a man is thus difg raced, he is 
thenceforward obliged to herd with the Hallachpres, who can " fcarcely * 
" be called a tribe, being the refufe of all tribes. Thefe are a fet of poor 
" unhappy wretches deftined to mifery from their birth. They perform 
u all the yilell offices of life, bury the dead* ajxd carry avtoy every thing 
" that is polluted. They are held in fuch abomination, that, opt the Ma- 
" labar fide of India, if one of thefe chances to touch a man of a fyperior 
" tribe, he draws his fabre, and cuts him down on the fpot, without any 
" check from his own confcience, or from the laws of the country.' f Ixk 
this miferable fituation was the Hindoo, when lord Clive defired the Bra- 
mins to affemble and confider, if there could be no remiflion of an invQ- 
luntary deviation from their law. After many confutations, a fimilarcafe 
was faid to have been difcovered in the facred books ; but although the 
Bramins afFe&ed a compliance, the man was never reftored to his caft. 

Their Mahomedan governors often take advantage of this, principle, 
when they want to extort money ; and fo highly do the Hindoos value 
their religious purity, that after they have borne the fevereft corporal pu- 
nifhment rather than difcover their wealth, a threat of defilement will ef- 
fect what torture has attempted In vain. Should this fpecies of oppre£ 
fion be now praftifed in Bengal, what adequate punifhment could our law 
inflid: for fo atrocious an injury ? or how can we teach the natives to ac- 
knowledge our juftice, when rights dearer to him than life are left wholly 
unprotected ? »v 

Happily for the inhabitants of Bengal, this abfurd and extravagant 
fyftem of tranfplanting Englifh laws, which have grown from the pefcu- 

* Mr. Sciafton's Reflections on the Government of Indoftan. 

. liar 
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Dkr toeceffttfea of a people in the courfe of feveral centuries, to a country 
wnere the occafions of enaSirig them never had an exiftence, is not more 
ridiculous in fpeculation, than inipoflible in pra&ice. Independent of the 
difficulty arifing from their abhorrence of oaths, and their ignorance of the 
language in which our laws are conceived, how impoffible would it be to 
promulgate them to many millions of people; or how could the magis- 
trates obtain a knowledge of tranfgreffors, when the nation were unac- 
quainted with rule's to which the idea of offence mull relate ? 



• ■> 



He who will confider how fmalT a portion of what we deem rights 
m civil fociety, are derived from the firft impreflions of nature, and that 
all beyond are mere creatures of law, fupported by habits of enjoyment 
oft one fidt, of acquiefcence on the other, will readily conceive the vio- 
lence" with which a fudden change muft' operate on the feelings of man- 
kind. It is well known that the experiment has already been tried with 
a nation lefs diffimilar than the Hindoos to our own, but without fuccefs. 
The power of conquerors in Canada could give only a nominal exiftence 
to our laws. They were eftabllfhed indeed by the magistrate, yet reje&ed' 
by the' people \ and property is now diftributed according to. their former 
cuftonrs, unfupported by public authority. 

We come now to i]peak of thofe regulations : which the ftate and condition 
ef the people may permit. Here it firft occurs, that Bengal muft be go- 
verned by a few ftrangers from this country, who will not renounce their 
laws, or the liberty which in. this ifland they enjoy,. To enforce thefe 
rights courts of juftice muft be eftablifhed, and Europeans in our fettle- 
ment be fubje&ed to the civil and criminal laws of Great Britain. But, as 
this inequality of condition might uphold the tyranny of individuals over 
the natives, all Europeans (except gentlemen upon a£hutl ftrvice) fhould 
£e confined to the feveral fettlements of the company* 

Why caenot the liberty thus fecured to Europeans be extended through- 
out the province ? If the reader be not yet fatisfied, a momentary atten- 

* Some exceptions may be admitted, with permifiionof the governor and council. 

tion 



i0 A' VIEW; OF THE ENGLISH 

tion wi|l convince him,, that it ie inconfiftent .with the nature of that 
government of which alone the people are capable, and repugnant to that 
relation which they now bear to Great Britain. 

All free governments have their foundation in the natural equality of 
mankind* The forms of fuch governments, by diftributing political 
power among the feveral orders of men, nurture this principle in the minds 
of a nation; while the principle itfelf gives life, vigour, and effed to the 
laws. Thefe fornjis, thefe laws, and this principle, without which the 
laws would be weflfp than a dead letter, are, never thelefs, the growth of 
ages. Their gradual progrefs, and the aid which they mutually afford 
to each other, cannot be better underftood than from the hiftory of our 
own country, whofe government is a model of political perfe&ion. But 
the execution of our laws fuppofes a people educated under them ; and 
were it poffible to infufe this fpirit into the natives of Bengal, we inftantly 
emancipate them from fubje&ion to ourfelves. 

The forms of adminiftering juftice in different countries are regulated 
by the fame caufe, and the fimplicity of laws will be greater or lefs under 
different governments. " If we examine," fays the prefident Montef- 
quieu, u the fet forms of juftice, in refpedt to the trouble the fubje& 
undergoes in recovering his property, or in obtaining fatisfa&ion for 
an injury or affront, we fhall find them, doubtlefs, too many ;. but, if 
" we confider them in the relation they have to the liberty and feicurity 
" ofthefubje<a, we (hall often find them too few." The fame ingenious 
author adds, " that when a perfon renders himfelf abfolute, he imme- 
" diately thinks of Amplifying the laws." The reafon which he there 
gives is common to the people with their rulers : " They are more affed> 
" ed with particular inconveniencies than the liberty of the fubjedl." 
For this reafon no complex adminiftration of juftice can ever exift but in a 
free government ; and the fimplicity of their ancient laws muft be conti- 
nued to a people long accuftomed to defpotifm like the natives of India. 

To 
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■To preferve to a conquered nation their laws, cuftoms, and magS&rptep, 
humanity, jjiftice, and found policy will equally demand. To eox»ne& this 
government, fo preferred, with that of Grpat Britain, may well deferve 
the attention of parliament. How this can be effected we now proceed 

to examine. 

V Delegated power in Alia has ever been moderate in the exercife. The 
reafon is obvious ; the intereft of the defpot has no relation to the paffions 
arid follies of his fervant, who is readily facrificed when he affords caufe 
of complaint, or interrupts the * tranquillity of his mafter. On the con- 
trary, when governors are e#tt;ufted by free ftates with abfolute power over 
a conquered people, this authority has piways been abufed. Witnefs the 
defolation of the Roman provinces, where the laws againft peculation rather 
increafed the oppreffion. In free ftates, it is impoffible to inflid an ade- 
quate punifhment upon a man whofe criminalty can he afcertained by. no 
f fettled rules, but muft refult from the whole of his conduit The power 
of the judge in a free country is limited by the ftrift letter of law ; an$ 
the formalities of juftice increafe in proportion to the value which is fet on 
on the honour, fortune, liberty, and life of the fubjed. 

The nature of the people, and the relation in which they ftand to us, 
render impoffible a free government in Bengal ; and our laws are inade- 
quate to the controul of diftant governors armed with fiich extenfive au- 
thority as muft ever be upheld in India. It becomes neceflary, therefore, to 
interpofe fome check upon the fpot, and give the natives an adminiftration 
of juftice not immediately dependent upon the will of their rulers. Affum- 
ing alfo the propofition, that we muft continue to the natives their laws 
and cuftoms, both civil and religious, it follows, that the judges who ad- 



I** 



* This, is the caufe why the mogul government was more tolerable in the pamnoesy>{han, 
that c-f the independent nabobs and fubahdars. 

t On the other hand* the ftricl letter of our laws may condemn a£h not only innocent but 
laudable, and even neceflary. It will be abfurd to judge of thi condstfl ef a gwtr/ur by a refe- 
rence to rules fitted for a very different fituation of men and things. 
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tninifler'juftice ffiuft be taken ftorii ainldhg •'* themfelVes. As this woiiLf? 

■-. •'.. ... .■ 

lead to independency, it is nfeceffaty, that the governor and council, being 
the fupreme power in Bengal, fhould have authority to iffue edi&s frothy 
time to time; but as it is the nature of Iegiflatibn, that its provifions 
fhould be genera^ and not direfted to a particular objedt, tHefe ediOJs. 
fliould have no effect until — months after^ they had been regiftered in. 

the fupreme court of Englifh judicature.. 

* t ' ' . ..."■"' ' • 

Laws have no power,, unlefs the obfervance tie enforced by the fan&ion; 
of punifhment ;. and as a conquered people are to be held ifl fubje&ion,, 
this power muftrefide in the conquerors. W Sethis authority 4 entrufted' to, 
the legiflators, two powers,, which ought ever to be diftihguifhed, being. 

united in the fame gerfbns would be liable to abufe.. 

* ... . . » - 



The fupreme judges of bur. Enghfh court, who'willhavejio other con-- 
cern with the ordinary adminiftration of juftice throughout the country> 
ihould therefore punifh the native judges for nonobfervance of the edids 1 . 
refufal to hear and determine, or for grofs partiality and corruption. 

Such a gover;nnjent would be. too limited in its operations to reprefs , 
crimes which immediately affedt its fafety. Infinite would be the means of 
confpiring againft the ftate. condemned by no previous law. While, there- 
fore, the ordinary adminiftration of juftice continues in other hands, a po*- 
litical power of punifhment muft exift in the governor and council, like to 
that aflumed by the prince in the abfolute monarchies of Europe. % This 
power might extend to fending Europeans home, and, to punifh in another 
manner the native of India f. 

•Whether the diftribution of juftice might not be rendered more pure and uniform, by gitf- 
lngati appellate jurifdi&ion to a court in which Engliih judges might prefide aflifted, by native^ 
may deferve the attention of the legiflature ; but to invert 1 Europeans with the original judica- 
ture throughout the country would be produ&ive of infinite oppreffion. 

t In all countries, a power of this nature is exerted upon extraordinary occafions. With us, it 
refides in parliament j and their ails for this purpofe are called afts of attainder. 

Our 



■ :6 .Q& government wilj jeX p^^kej^jgreateftiniB^foaion ¥&$$$$*■* 
^%pdcftateu , Its; exigence qanjalpoe- ^.preferyeji £y.*.ftUigcj$9Mflnj, 
^ch^xperiente ftp* eve^tftu^ns :to.tl^f«^idablj| ^al^i^^eia, 
whafe mterefts^are r^otMended wjth th 9 £^ :.tf any ojderj of /men. . In Ben- 

throug^uUhe.cfiuntry Ms been j tra^erred to a few ftran^ers, Indepen T 
dent, therefore, of the encouragement due* from every ftate to the culti- 
vator of the land, without infilling upon, the confequent increafe of popu- 



the! preferyation of his own .fortunes -raa jnyojyed^ith. the. .^ty.pf , 



* . ; :. ■■■-::. v V.i ' i ; - • r : ' * ...;.,.... 
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'. Should thi? arrangement be attempted <by granting fn>ajl. portions.;. of 

land at a moderate, rent, mould the, tight of .the tenant be evidenced by. 

regifters of thefe pottahs pr leafes, eftabhfhed in SjYpry diftri$, perhaps the 

fpcuritV of fiicli a tenure might prove an invitation to other proprietors.. 

"iTiofe who poffels land& by claims of a different nature might gladly re- 

linquiffi a part of the profits for a title. whlcK' could never be -queftioned* 

While the peninfula of India {warms with inhabitants, the wafte lands of 

Bengal could not long remain uncultivated. With an improving revenue, 

the company might remit the impofls upon commerce with their long 

train of evils; and thus, by Amplifying every right, and afcertaining 

every claim, remove the occafions of oppreflion. To enforce a prompt 

adminiftration of juflice would not then be difficult, where the proceedings 

are public, and where the judge could rarely ihelter a fraud under the 

cloak of error. Each individual poflefling a fure property in the produce 

of his toil, induftry will diffufe its bleffings ; and Bengal may reach a 

height of profperity, heretofore unknown in India. The wounds which 

this country has fuftained are great, and the fevere checks which induftry 

has here received, might, in a more northern climate, almoft ftarve a 

# An additional fecurity might, perhaps, be attained by encouraging the fettlement of Eu- 
ropean foldiers with women of the country. Regulations might eafily be fuggefted, under 
which their descendants would become an ufeful colony to Great Britain. 

* U 2 people* 
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feQpPii Biit ih Bengal, where the tfcemands of nature are few, where 
niattufa£hires from various catifes have been preferred amidft fucceffive 
revolutions, tfeefe lofles will be quickly retrieved. WhHe by fuch means, 
ill order s of men being tdihbined in one common intereft, the enemies 
6f Great Britain will be for ever excluded from India, and London become 

thfe gf£at"empdrium of Europe, for the various produce of the Eaft. 

• « ■ ■■.*■•■ 

* 

• .... 
The progfefs to this ftate of improvement muft neverthelefs be flow. 

Sudden changes in property or government are always dangerous, and 
the hknd 6f powfef caCn produce nothing bur confufiqn. Even, in -laying 
tfc£ f&ridatf&s s & to&er WSiiftft foll6# i fe : \Mih 6f a pfople, : we muft 
attend to their habits, and even refpedt the prejudices they have imbibed. 
If, relinquishing the airy fchemes of projectors, the wifdom of the Britifh 
natidft fhould be emjpfojted-in devifing a fimple form of government for 
Bengal ; if happy in givlhg peace to irtillidtts, f6itie enlightened minds 
fhotild watch 1 with ptfrfeiiral care 'ovef' a 'growing empire ;. pofterity may 

bgtfold with admiration a noble monument of, national humanifit, and 
the praife of arts, of fcience, and of arms^ ferve rather to adorn than. 
<5onftitute ttie future charter of the Britiih nation. 
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T O T HE 

READER. 

TT may be necejfary to offer fome apology for the length of this Appendix,, 
which has fwollen to a fze greatly beyond the wi/b and intention of the 
writer. T'he treaties, and other papers, in the latter part of the Appendix, 
could not be omitted, without depriving, the reader of tbofe proofs which the 
public have a right to expeSt. Objections did occur to a publication of the whole 
SeleSl Committee's correfpondence with the Court of DireSlors ; yet fome parts 
of thefe letters were necejfary, tojhew that the reprefentation , here given of 
Bengal tranfaftions, has not been fabricated to ferve the prefent occafon. Am 
unwillingnefs to revive the memory of private faults, rather than* any appre- 
benfion of injury \ or even offence to the Company, bad determined the writer to< 
give fuch extraSls only as the Narrative required : but, upon perufal of thefe 
extracts, they appeared fo disjointed, and fo liable to mifconfruSiion, that, to 
avoid all: appearance of concealment , it was thought expedient to print the whole. . 

As to the arrangement of this Appendix, the author judged it better to adhere 
to the connexion of thefe papers with each other, than to follow the order of the 
text ; Jince references infer ted in the margin (when theft papers are confideredas 
proof s to fupport the Narrative) will abundantly fupply the want of conformity : 
whereas, by the order here cbofen, the Appendix, will, in fome degree, form a 
Jicond Narrative. 

The reader may remark a great Jimiliarity between fome parts of this work on - 
tbefubjeft of revenues, and the accounts already publijhed by Mr* Dow. That 
gentleman borrowed largely from Mr. Verelfi, as will appear upon a perufal of 
the papers printed in this Appendix -, but he has added bis own comment to the 
text, which the conduSl of individuals by no means deferved. 



i ■ 
it 



X* 



It 






**■ 






rr 






t 



i 






« * 



v^ 



* _ 



M 



, .*- 



c * :» '■ f : * <* 

— . f mm *- «* » »£ 



-i* ■(• J ) 



A P P E N D I X. 



r f 

. .-- -r- 



.;// .:.*.':. oi .'!:*"; en ^ .1 r ::d il.::i:/ 



?•■ 



to M* Honourable the Cottrt of Direffort for: ffiiVi.of'tfo Vjnte&f&mpah}. 

of Merchants of England trading to the. Bap' Bfieti * : .' ' ' ;: ; ; 

Hon. Sirs, •'•' * ./ :,, \'-'I , ';"* A( ^l^^'.J^W^ : ' 11 

I. fT^HE accompanying prpofw4ipg9 pf dag Sekflf Cq*W»iW « 3$1 e* piftip. jcPpn 
X motives for purchasing due Adfniral Stevens, to , pqiwfc y ; {$* jfowr. hs|nd* 4 thefe 
difpatches, which we hope wiH-be* deemed c^ fv%^nt.impprta^e to : n]qrijt atiy tfifc 
traordinary expencethtteby. incurred,; atx,^pen^e wfri^wq $M te ^ oftrfelv^ wiUbft 
fully defrayed by the valuable cargo flie carries 4 hofBg ; af ijris f ajfly, f^afptt. : .■* ' -; ri ";ij 

a. By the general letter ot this date, y#u will ^WfiTQ^^^iPr^ 
Council of every material tir$umft*nce that hey t k&% &&(&&& fo& at 

the fame time, we beg leave to refer to letfe^s ^i^teh^Uy jH^. Y^fictart and 
Bute, (whereof duplicates are now enclofed) 'for .« deta&tfrffef tmiUwry -pppriitipns, 
political occurrences, and efpecialiy the vfcry (important .tranfaftionfc preykHw to our 
arrival, and fubfequent to the* death of Meer JafSey j ftft *yetf| t^f^ml^^^^ 
glorious opportunity of efUbliflVingyoiy;iii$reJ^ ^ijMW^r oh ftj wf<^<L* tyfe> afc 
muftfoon have rendered die ErtglWh Ifoft, jtadte<£^pai)y dtf m<>fcf><M:epr,oo|riBi^al' 
body that ever flouriflied at any jperkxl of tiopie* i; ■■:> . m : . r . .,. v" -< ' / ■. 

3. It is from a due fetife of the regard w§ow$ wd ,pjrpjfe($ ^jtow intettflt, ahd to 
our own honour, that wfc think it iflpkpenfibly nfceflary to, l*y '.Open to your view, a 
feries of tranfadkions too notoriously known 40 be Ajp^j^ed,!a©4,tG0i^e^ttig to your 
ijttefefts, to the national chaw&er, and to tKe : w#tesrae pf the Qftnpany . m , Bengfd, 
to efcape unnoticed and unrcnfufcedi ;tr*p&&jpn% whiek, feem'to demonftrate, «H«t 
every foring of this governmenU was Interred ^ wkh eruption, that principles of rapa- 
city and oppreflion univerfally prevailed, and chat ev^y fpark of ftotinjent and pubr 
lie fpirit was loft and eitinguiflidj in the inordinate Tuft eff Unmerited wealth. 

4. To illuftrat? thefe portions, we muft : exhibit td .your, view* ; a moft u^pleafmg- 
variety of complaints, inquiries, evidences, accu&t^otfs, and vindication, the particu- 
lar of which are entered in our Proceedings, and t)ie Appendix; affuring you, that we 
undertake this tafk with peculiar reluftance, from theperibna^feg^d ^ entertaia fof 
fome of the gentlemen whofe charadets will appear to be deeply afieded/ 

54 At Fort St. Gecarge we- received the firft advices of the. demife of Meer Jaffier, and 
of Sujah al Dowlah's defeat. It was there firmly imagined, that no definitive meafures 
would be taken, either in fefpeffc to a peace, ot filling; the vacancy in the NizaJtnut, 
as the Lapwing arrived in the month of January with your difp&tchda aed the ap^ 
pointment of a Committee, wtthexprefs powers to that purpofe, for the fuccdsfvil ex- 
ertion of w"hich the happieft occafion now offered. However, a contrary refoliitiofi: 
prevailed in the Council. The opportunity of acquiring inunenfe fortunes was too* 
inviting to l>e negleded, and the temptation too powerful to h* tefiftcd. A treaty, 
was haftily drawn up by the Board, or rather tlranfcribed, with a few uninipoitan<»ad-- 
dirions, from that concluded with Meer Jaffier ; and a deputation coufifting'of Meffrs. 
Johnftone, Senior, Middlcton, and Leycefter, was appointed to raife the natural fon of the 
deccafed Nabob to the Subahdarry, id ptgvdice to the claim of his.grandfon J and, 
for this meafure, fuch reafons are affiled, as Ought to have d&ated a diametrically 

A oppofitc 
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oppofite rdpIution^Meertfn't fon wis ^minoiftifhidi drtnimllaijcif alone %ou!d na* 
turally havebrougbt the whole adminiftsation intk our hinds, at Jt junftuie- jvhen it 
became mdifpenfibly neceflary we Ihould realize that fhadow of power and influence, 
which having no folid foundation, was expofed to the danger of being annihilated 
by the §rft ftroke of fdv$r£s fbrtiinc^v Bu^^f ^coniifteuce^wa&noc regarded i nor w?a 
it material to the. views fqr prtemit^ting t^^eaty^^icijL \$$ jp^efleqon the young 
Nabob, at the nrft interview, in lb -earnerf arid indelicate a' ihaiink, as highly dii- 
gufted him, and chagrined his miniftcrs ; while not a fingle rupee was ftipulated fbr 
the Company, and their interefts were facrifiecid, that their fervants might revel in the 
fpoils of a treajtiiry bftfof p t jmpoverifhed, but h6w totally exhaufted. 

6. This fcene o( corruption was firft difclofed at a vifit the Nabob paid f o Lord 
Clivd, and the Gentlemett cX die Committee, ajfe# : tftys'&fter our arrival* He , then 
delivered to his Lorillhip a Irtter, filled with bitter cdrfiplaints of the infults and indig- 
nities he had* bdn expofcd to* and'Gf the feftlbttrfemcfnt of near \] twenty lacks of 
rup&s, ifiued from his treafury, for t purpofts *iinkh6wn, ■'. during the late negdeia- 
dons. So public a cortipteint couM not W dififegaffded, and'it'fbohptoduced an' in- 
quiry* We rtfefdedflhte letter tothd Boatd, in expedatioii &f Obtainiftga fatisfadrory 
account of the application ■ <# this money ; arid : were aiifwefed ofllylry a warm re* 
monftrance, tittered by r Mfr. Leycefter, agabft thatVe^y Nabob 'Hi whofe' elevation hir 
boafts hiving 1*en a pfriniipal agent. 

7. Mahomed Reza Cawn, the Naib Subah, was then called upott to account for 
this lai^ difbui*inen'0 ftewtt the treafury ; and he foon delivered to the* Committee, 
rile very exttiaordifoary ■ narrative 1 entered in our proceedings the forth of June;, 
whefeid he fpecHfcs'the feVeral namtes,' the fums by whom paid, and to whom, whe- 
ther in bills, cafh, or obligations. So pretifey fo accurate aft account as this, of money 
HTued for fecret and venal fervices Was never, we believe, before this period, exhibited 
to the Honourable Couft of Dirc&ors ; at leaft, never vouched by fuch undeniable* 
teftimony, and authentic documents : by Juggutfeat who himfelf was obliged to con- 
tribute largely to the fums dettf&rictod : by-Mooteram who- was employed by Mr*: 
Johnftorte m all thofe pecuniary' tten^ibm ; by the Nabob arid Mahomed Reza* 
Cawn who were the lieavieft toffcrers* > and, laftfyy * by the confeflibn- of: the gentle-' 
men .themfelves whole names are fpecified in the diftribiftion lift. ,f ■ l " 

8- Juggutfeat exprefsly declares in his narrative, that the ftiiri wHich"hc 3greecK 
tp pay the deputation, amounting to*ia5,ooo rupees, was extorted by menaces; 
and fince the clofe of our ehquiry, and the opinions he delivered f in ' the PrcKSekP 
ings of the twenty^firft of June* it ftilly appears, that the fnlfaits from -the 
Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the immenfefum of f feventetn lacks,' 
were not the voluntary offerings of gratitude, but contributions levied on • the weak- 
riefs of the government, and violently exacted from the ctepfcttdent ftateahd timid 
difpoiition of the minifter* 

. The charge, indeed, is denied on the one hand* as well as affirmed on the others 
Your honourable Board muft determine how far the circumftance of extortioir may ag- 
gravate the crime of difobedience to your pofiti ve orders, of expofing- the ' Govern- 
ment in a manner to fale, and' receiving the infamous wages of corriTp r ion from s-oppo- 
fite parties, and contending interefts We (peak with boUInef6, becauib^ve fpeak from 
convidion founded upon indubitable fafts, that befidfes the above fums fpecified in* 
the diftribution account, to the amount of 228^125 1. fterling, there was likevVife to 
the value of feveral lacks of rupees procured from Nundcomar and Roydullub^ each* 

'■■--'■ itf 

I 250*000/, ; • 15,625 £ 

f 3l2,fOO/« 
^28,125/. 
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*>f whoruafolretf at and obtained a promife of that vcjy employment it ^ya^ pre-deter- 
miacd to beftow on Mahomed Rcza'Cawh. The particulars of this 4 ektra!o^inatr 
"bargain came too late to oiir hands to be inferted in the Proceedings, ' n6r <fo we thihk 
it material ; fihee to infift on farther proofs than are already fully and clearly' exhibited, 
in order to convince you that our inquiry wds neceflary, and our ctecifiori moderate, 
lYOuld^ we apprehend, ferve fatjher to exKiuift j r 6uf patience than conffnti your belief. 
g. Thele particulars being fubn>itted to your confideration, it may be neceflary to 
offer a few remarks on thbfe.iarVuments \ifged by the gentlemen in their fevfcral irrf- 
iiptes, either hi their envn. juftificarion, or with a view that 'our proceedings fliould 
W)p*qar arbitrary and oppreifivc. Meffrsi Johnftone, Leycefter, Senior, Gray, and Bur- 
<fctt^ vindicate the receiving prJeTcnts by arguments which, in our opinion, render 
their conduft ftill mQre culpable. .' "■ ' ' 

' r \hey urge, that as the covenants " were hot then executed , they' could not be obli- 
jgftory. Inanfocr, w will beg lea<vc'to aflc thofe gentlemen,. Whether the Compa- 
ny ^orders, were not clearly and perfectly imderftood ? — Whethet the Covenants them- 
selves lyercTiot tranfmitted from England, ready to be filled up and executed? — Whe- 

-x— ■-.« — i .j ^ £q F fulfilling t }-~^-~ ■->- t-/i— xv:— ^ jl- r-^ -c 
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Example of refpeft 

And, whether they conceive the Company would have fuftained any detriment from this 
adt of their obedience ? How then came the orders to be totally neglefted, at a 
junfibu're efpeciall y when the letter and fpirit of thole obligations clearly manifeft that 
•particular regard fliould be had to their execution? 
. io. The fame gentlemen arraign "the condud, and deny the powers of the Sele<ft 
Committee. Mr. Leycefter in particular affirms, that candour and decency required 
the truth of a charge brought againft any of the Members of the Board, Ihould be 
determined by the Board. You, gentlemen, will be able to judge of the force of 
this argument, and of the propriety of the meafure propofed, when we acquaint you 
that of a Board then fitting at the Prefidency, confifting of the Prefident and eight Mem- 
bers, five of thofe Members were themfelves the accufed, who, by having a majority 
of voices, would of confequence become the judjges of their own conduct. We will 
not enter into a difcuflion of the prccife powers entrufted to the Committee ; but We 
may venture to affirm that, unlefs the fpirit of their Inftru&ions be extended to the 
correction of abufes, the detection of corruption, and punifliment of difobedience, 
the ends propofed of reftoring peace and tranquility will be fruftratcd, and their ap- 
pointment rendered ridiculous and abfurd. 

1 1 . Mr. Johnftone is pleafed to aflert, that no proofs can be produced of menaces 
being ufed to obtain a fum of money from Juggutfeat. To this we reply by a re- 
ference to the evidence of his own agent, Mooteram,' where it is declared upon 
oath, that he delivered, by Mr. Johnftone^ exprefs orders, the very melfages recited in 
his examination ; meflages of fuch tendency, as certainly bear hard on Mr. Johnftone's 
charafter. As to what he further adds, of our obtaining this evidence by military 
force and terror ; we are forry to fee a gentleman reft his defence on the fubterfiige 
of a pitiful evafion. Mr. Johnftone certainly knows, at leaft he ought to know, as 
the Proceedings were immediately fent to him, that Mooteram was feized in the coni- 
miflion of a clandeftine illegal ad, of interefting confequence to the public in general, 
and to Mr. Johnftone and the gentlemen of the Deputation in particular. Mooteram 
was a&ually detected in an attempt to fupprefs bills to the amount of * 175,000 rupees 
wtiich had been unwarrantably obtained from Mahomed Reza Cawn, and fcrcen from 
difcovery a circumftance which it highly imported the Committee to know, and which 
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Mr. Johnftonefliouldhave made known, were he, felicitous; to exculpate himfejf from 
a charge that deeply affeSed his reputation, and of fuch irreproachable cdriduQ: as he 
would endeavour to perfuade die world. But that the leaft inadow of a doubt might 
not remain of the candour and equity of the meafures we purfiied, we readily con- 
fentqd that the fame Mpoteram might be re-examined in prefence of the Council, 
where he confirmed, without contradiction or evafion, every material circumftancc 
fet forth in his firil evidence. The remainder of Mr. Johnftone's minute, you will pcr- 
.ceive, doth not afFed: the Committee as a body ; it confifts entirely of perfonal invec- 
tive, loofe and virulent declamation, the genuine effeAs of' enraged difappointment 
and detedion. Yet fliould any thing further be required in answer, we beg to refer 
you to the replies made by Lord Cljye and the members of the Committee, which* 
we flatter our felves, will appear full and explicit. 

12. One circumftance more occurs in the courfe of thefe gentlemen's minutes, that 
merits .our obfervation. It is declared by Mr. Leyccfter upon oath, that he did not 
receive the prefent intended him by Mahomed Reza Cawn, and that his Letters will 
demonftrate his intention was to have refufed it. This is a fad, of the truth of 
which we entertain not th? leaft doubt ; but it proves nothing more than, that Mr. 
Leycefter would not receive a fum of money, after the Covenants had been enforced 
by the Committee, and an enquiry fet on foot concerning the diftribution of that very 

_ money, a part of which was now privately tendered back to Mahomed Reza Cawn. 
He will not deny that he knew of the intended prefent when he was at Coffimbazir. 
The letters of Mefirs. Senior and Middleton prove that he did. He will not deny 
that bills to the amount of * 50,000 rupees were made out in his name ; their being 
bow offered to Mahomed Reza Cawn, and Mooteram's being detected in the fad* 
evince it. The whole, therefore, of this (blemn afleveration, amounts only to an evafion 
in refped to time and circumftances, which no way affe&s the nature of the aft itffelf. 

1 3. Having now explained the origin and progrefs of this difagreeable inquiry, We 
beg leave to touch upon a few circumftances, in justification of the lenity of our opi- 
nions delivered and resolutions entered in the Committee Proceedings of the 2 1 ft June. 

'.And here we muft pbfervc, that notwithftanding we believe a reformation of abufes 
to be actually our duty, yet we could' not think the feme duty neceflarily extended to 
the punifliment of tranfgreffions. We owed a regard to the perfons and characters bf 
fome of the gentlemen concerned, who muft fuflfer extremely by fufpenfion or difmif- 
fion. The great objeds of our wifhes were, that your fervice might in future be con- 
duced with integrity, diligence, and ceconorny, . without a retrofpe& to the paft, 
where it could be avoided. The fubjed:, indeed, of the prefent inquiry was fb recent, 
it was of fo interefting a nature to the public, and. came recommended to us, or ra- 
ther was forced upon us with fuch peculiar circumftances, as rendered our proceed- 
ing to. a fcrutiny neceflary to our own reputation ; but the feverhy of judgment, and 
a decifion which would have left fo great a void in your Council, was not equally ne- 
ceflary either to your intereft, or to our honour. Such an event might have impreiffed 
the minds of the natives with ftrange ideas of the fluctuating fituation of our coun- 
cils ; and it would unavoidably have admitted a number of ) r our junior fcrvants to the 
fuprcme diredtion of this vaft machine of government, at an age little exceeding that 
period fixed by the laws of their country for entrufting them with the management of 
their own private fortunes. We muft further obferve, that many of the mod aggra- 
vating circumftances h?d not then reached our knowledge; at the lame timp we were 
under the neccflSty of coming to fome dcterpiination. Sujah al Dowlah impatiently cx- 
pcfted Lord Clive in camp to conclude the projiofed treaty, and the regulations of the 
government lately cftablilhed; with other matters then tranfafting, abfodutely required 
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; Mr. Sykes's attendance at the Durbar. Some of the' extraordinary fatts above related 
were obtained fince their departure ; and had they come fooner, they would fcrve ordy 
to perplex and embarrafs us the more* In a word, to obviate future evils, we confi- 
dered as our immediate duty ; the punifhment of paft mifcondu£t we chofe to refer 
to your Honourable Board, that malice itfelf fhould have no foundation for afferting 
we had afiumed and exerted- a power not fully and exprefly authorized by the 
Court of Directors. 

!. y?e think it neceflary to declare* in jufticc to Mr. Cartier, whofe chara&er ftands 
irreproachable in the lift of your fervants, that he never knew of, or confented to the 

'.receiving, any the fmalleft prefent, either from the Nabob, or from Mahomed Reza Cawm 

* 14 14. Although we will not take upon us to declare that we entirely approve of the 
.Covenants in the form in which they have been tranfraitted, yet are we pcrfuaded, 
,fj;ofi\ the inftances juft related* that fome reftraint is neceffary to prevent the abufe of 

I ^ecj^ftomary indulgence to receiveprefents. This indulgence has certainly been ex- 
teaded to • the moft lhameful oppreffion and flagrant corruption, and is otherwife at* 
tended with manifold inconvenience to the fervice. We therefore determined imme- 
diately to .enforce your ihftru&ions relative to thofe obligations, and to bind down by 
Jaw all fuch as are not to be checked by a fenfe of honour and juftice. You will ao 

' cordihgly ©bferve, that carrying thofe orders into ftridfc execution throughout every 
department civil and military, was among the earlieft tranfa&ions of your Scledt 
Committee. 

15. We alfo took an early opportunity of considering the tendency of your repeated 
inftruftions for recalling free merchants and other Europeans, who, without the leaft 
claim to your protection from indentures, were neverthelefs permitted to refide up the 
country, and in all the different parts of the Nabob's dominions. Sorry we are to ob- 

., ferve, that this indulgence has frequently given birth to grievous a&s of infult and 
oppreffion, at plaoes remote from the Prendency and fubordinate fadories, and that 
carrying your orders into execution becomes daily more neceflary. By this meafure, 
however, the biifinefs of your fervants will fuffer confiderably, from their being now 
obliged to employ black Gomaftahs, on many affairs which demand the vigour and ac- 
tivity of Europeans, Hence likewife will many perfons of real merit be deprived the 
means of fubfiftence ; yet in confideration that private intereft muft give way to the 
public benefit ; and that it is our duty to obey, where your immediate interefts do not 
abfolutely require a deviation from your orders, we determined to recall all the Eu- 
jupcans refiding up the country, under proteftion of the Englifh name, by the 
.twenty-firft of Odtober next, and have for that purpofe circulated advertifements and 
orders to the different Subordinates. 

1 6, Regulating the country government was the next obje& of our attention. We 
found the Nabob highly diflatisfied with thofe plenary powers veiled in Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, who by virtue of the treaty aded in quality of prime minifter, and enjoyed un- 
controuled authority* This unlimited fway, lodged in the hands of a fingle perfon, 
appeared dangerous to the prefent eftablifliment, which we thought it becoming the 
Company's honour to maintain, as having been folemnly ratified by the Governor and 
Council. To amend the very obvious defeds in the treaty, without reverting the 
principles on which it was founded, was confident with equity, whilft it met with the 
Nabob's own approbation ; and the mod effe&ual means of doing this feemed to us 
to confift in an equal partition of minifterial influence. As Mahomed Reza Cawn*s fhort 
adminiftration was irreproachable, we determined to continue him in a fhare of the au- 
thority, at the fame time that we aflbciated with him men of weight and charadtcr ; 
fo that each became a check upon the conduit of the others. Accordingly we fixed 
on Juggutfeat and Roydullub, for the reafons affigned in the Proceedings ; and we 

now 
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how "haw the -'pteafare' to acquaint you, that the bufinefr of Government gois ynr 
with tirtaritmity, vigour, and difpatch. • ■ • 

17. By the laft difpatchcs you were advifed that Sujah al Dowlah was making frelfy 
and formidable- preparations to penetrate a fecond rime into the Nabob's, dominions* 
He had found means to engage Mulhar, 4. considerable Maharatta chief, in his 4I Us- 
ance • and if the judicious and vigorous meafures *purfued by General Carnac had not 
prevented a junction of the numerous forces deftined for this invafion, a ruinous vyao 
rriuft have been fupported through the coiirfe of another . campaign The enemies' 
fituation rendered their defign forfome time uncertain, and obliged the Generql to great; 
circumfpoftion in his movements, left he fhoukl leave the frontiers expofed. . Haying t 
hotveverat length received undoubted advice they had taken theKorah road, he fufp^fted 
their intention was to fall upon Sir Robert Fletcher, who cofomanded a feparata 
corps in that difhifl. : Accordingly he made forced marches to effedt a.jundtipn^ 
which he happily accoraplifhed, and thea the united army moved in purfuit qf the. 
enemy. On the third of May the General came, up with, attacked aod entirely. 4s* 
feared them ; in confequence of which, Sujah al Dowlah feparated from has allies, while 
the Mahafattas retired with precipitation toward the Jumna. In fa<ft, this blow-appears tq 
have been decifive 5 for Sujah al Dowlah never again attempted to join the Maharajas, 
who obferving the General dropt the purfuit in order to watch the Vizier, n&adtj 
a fecond effort to re-enter Korah, in which they were difappointed*. Perfuaded. tfiattq 
(lop their incurfions, it would be neceffary to drive them beyond the Jumna, %b&. Ge? 
heral crofled the river the twenty -fecond, diflodged them from their poft on the op~ 
pofite fide, and obliged diem to retire to the hills. There he quitted his purfuit, ami 
returned to his ftatiori at Jajemaw, to receive Sujah al Dowlah, who had intimated* 
defire of fubmitting to whatever conditions we ihould think fit to prefcribe. Ht^ 
letter to the General expreffes his feelings ; and the reception he met with in camp; 
was fuch as policy dictated ihould be given to a vanquiihed enemy, of Sujah al Dowr 
lah's rank and character. 

18; A peace with the Vizier became the next immediate objedfc of our delibera- 
tion, in adjufting which we endeavoured to extend our views beyond the prefent ad? 
vantages that might poffibly be obtained. We regarded Sujah al Dowlah's perfonal cha T 
rafter, and high reputation over the whole empire, the fituation of his country which 
we had conquered, and the great rifk and expence of maintaining the conqucft, if wq 
clofed in with the plan adopted by the late Governor and Council, of giving it up, to 
Nudjeef Cawn, who had neither weight of reputation nor force fufficient tp keep 
-poffeffion, or to form a fecure barrier to the Nabob's dominions. The words of 
our inftrudtions to Lord Clive, when he left the Prefidency to adjuft the conditions, of 
a peace, exprefs the fentiments which we dill entertain oh this fubjedh 

" Experience having ihewn that an influence maintained by force of arms is de* 
" ftrudtive of that commercial fpirit which we ought to promote, ruinous to the 
" Company, and oppreffive to the Country, We earneftiy recommend to your Lord? 
" fhip, that you will exert your utmoft endeavours to conciliate the affedfcions of the 
" country powers, to remove any jealoufy they may entertain of our unbounded 
" ambition, and to convince them that we aim not at conqueft and dominion, but 
" fecuritv in carrying on a free trade, equally beneficial to them and to us. 

" With this view, policy requires that our demands be moderate and equitable ; 
" and that we avoid every appearance of an inclination to enlarge our territorial 
« pofleffiom. The facrifice of conqucfts, which we muft hold on a very precarious 
€i tenure, and at an expence more than . equivalent to their revenues, is of little coaV 
64 iideratkin to <us ; • yet will fuch restitution imprefs them with a high opinion. of our 
" generofity and juftice. • ' < 

"For 
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' " For tiicfe Yeafons, we think Sujah al Dowlah ihould be retaliated in the full 
< c poffeflion of all his dominions* with fuch limitations only as lie muft fee. are evi- 
* dently calculated for our mutual benefit. We woukl decline infilling upon . any 
" terms that muft prove rrkfome to his high fpirit, and imply a fufpicion of his 
u fincerity. Retaining poffeflion of any of his ftrong holds may poffibly be deemed 
«* a. ncceflary pledge of his fidelity; for our part, we would rather confider it as a 
" fource of future contention and an unneceffary burthen to the Company, unlefs it 
c * be one day proposed to refumethe thoughts of extending their dominions ; a meafure 
w very oppolke to the fentSments in which we left the Court of Dire&ors." 
. 19. Agreeably to thefe friftrudtions his Lordlhip and General Carnac concluded a 
treaty of peace with Sujah al Dowlah, that will, if any thing can, fecure his friend- 
ship and fidelity, and render the public tranquility permanent. They found him ex-- * 
tremely avcrfe to the eftabliihment of fa&ories in his dominions, which he confidercd 
as laying the foundation of a future rupture, and the only thing th^t could poffibly 
difturt) otar amity. He very juftly obferved, that our encroachments in Bengal, the* 
great abafes committed by the Company's fervants, and extraordinary extenfion of 
the privileges originally granted to the Englilh, had been productive of much confu- 
fion and bloodfhed in Bengal, and he feared might produce fimilar confequenccs in his* 
country ; accordingly Lord Clive and General Carnac judged it adviieable to omit the 
word faSmes in the treaty, but without relinquishing the right, ihould it be found 
expedient, after mature deliberation, to enforce it. To fpeak our own fentiments 
freely, we forefee no benefit that can accrue to the Company, from maintaining fettle- 
ments at fo vaft a diftance from the Prefidency, whatever advantages may arife to 
their fervants : at lead the profped is fo remote, while the expcnces are fo certain, 
the rifque fo evident, and the dilutes it will occafion fo probable, that wc are at pre- 
fcnt of opinion, the factory lately eftablifhed at Benares ought immediately to be with- 
drawn ; we mean as foon as the agreement between the Company and Bulwantfing is- 
expired* The limits of the Nabob's dominions are fufficient to anfwer all your pur- 
pofcs. Thefe, we think, ought to conflitute the boundaries, not only of all your 
territorial poffeflions and influence in thefe parts, but of your commerce alfo ; fince 
by grafping at more, you endanger the fafety of thofe immenfe revenues, and that 
well-founded power, which you now enjoy, without the hopes of obtaining an ade- 
quate advantage. 

20. With reipedt to the other articles of the treaty you will obferve, that a fuffi- 
cient provifion is fecured for the fupport of the King's honour and dignity, without 
danger of his becoming a future incumbrance ; and that * twenty-fix lacks yearly are 
granted to him on the revenues of Bengal : a revenue far more confiderable than he 
ever before enjoyed. In gratitude for this inftance of our attention to his intereft, his- 
Majefty has been pleafed to beftow on the Company the moft important grants ever 
yet obtained by any European ftate from the Mogul Court. Befides confirming 
to the Company all their former poffeflions, and fecunng to them thereverfion in per- 
petuity of LordClive's Jagheer, he has conferred on them the Dewanny of Bengal, 
Bahar, andOrifiav anc * ratified,, in the ftrongeft terms, an agreement we propofed 
concluding with the Nabob, if the King's content could, be procured ; fubjeds which 
it will, be neceflery to explain in afeparate paragraph. 

Another article ftipulates, that Sujah al Dowlah lhall pay the Company fifty lacks 
of rupees, by way of indemnification for the charges incurred by the war. This in- 
- demnification we know is inadequate; but his circumftances would not afford more, 
without* oppreffing the-country, and thereby laying the foundation of future conten- 
tion *nd trouble^ and accordingly you will perceive that no money is granted for 
any other confideration whatever.. . 
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As to furfcmkring Caffim Ally, Sombre, and the deferters, compliance with flich a 
demand is now entirely out of hid power. The former, we hear, has fought ihelter in 
the Rohilla Country, and the latter refide under protedkion of the Jauts, fkreened both 
from Sujah al Dowlah, and from us ; fo that making this an effential preliminary, would 
be highly unreafonable and abfurd : however it is ftipulated, that they (hall never 
meet with encouragement or affiftance from Sujah al Dowlah, qr be again admitted inta 
his country. 

Upon the whole, We have paid fuch regard to Sujah al Dowlah's character and inte- 
rcft, and to what juftice as well as policy requires, without any the fmallcft facrifice of 
yotir honour or intereft, that we entertain the moft flattering nope this treaty of peace 
will be lading, and our frontier on that quarter perfedly lecure againft ftiture 
invafions. 

a i . The time now approaches when we may be able to determine, with fome degree 
of certainty, whether our remaining as merchants, fubje&ed to the jurifdidtion, en- 
croachments, fcnd infults of the country government ; or fuppotting your privi-. 
leges and poflfeffions by the fword, are likely to prove moft advantageous to the .Com-. 
pany. Whatever may be the confequence, certain it is, that after having once begwv 
and proceeded to foch lengths, we have been forced to go on, ftep by ftep* until your 
whole poflefliorts Were put to the rifque by every revolution eflfe&ed, and by cvery> 
battle fought. To apply a remedy to thofe evils, by giving (lability and permanency 
to your Government, is now and has been the conftant objedl of the ferious attention 
of your Seledfc Committee. 

22. The perpetual struggles for fuperiority between the Nabobs and your Agents, 
together with the recent proofs before us of notorious and avowed corruption, have 
rendered us unanimoufly of opinion, after the mofWmature deliberation, that no other 
method can be ftiggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that of 
obtaining the Dewanny of. Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, for the Company* By eftabliih- 
ing the power of the Great Mogul, we have likewife eftabliihed his rights ; and his 
Majefty, from principles of gratitude, of equity, and of policy, has thought pro- 
per to beftow this important employment on the Company, the nature of which is, 
the colle&ing all the revenues, and after defraying the expences of the army, and al- 
lowing a fufficient fund for the fupport of the Nizamut, to remit the remainder to 
Dehly, or wherever the King fhall refide or diredt. But as the King has been gra-» 
cioufly pleafed to beftow on the Company, for ever, fuch furphis as ihall arife .from 
the revenues, upon certain ftipulations and agreements exprefied in the Sunnud, we 
have fettled with the Nabob, with his own free will and confent, that the fum of 
* fifty-three lacks ihall be annually paid to him, for the fupport of his dignity and til 
contingent expences, exclusive of the charge of maintaining an army, which is to be 
defrayed out of the revenues ceded to the Company, by this royal grant of the De- 
wanny ; and indeed the Nabob has abundant reafon to be well fatisned with the con- 
ditions of this agreement, whereby a fund is fecured to him, without trouble or dan- 
ger, adequate to all the purpofes of fuch grandeur and happinefs as a man of his 
fentiments has any conception of enjoying; more would fcrve only to difturb his quiet, 
endanger his government, and fap the foundation of that folid ftrudure of power and 
wealth, which, at length, is happily reared and completed by the Company, after a 
valt c'xpence of blood and treaftire* 

2?. By this acquifuion of the Dewanny, your pofleffions and influence are ren- 
dered permanent and fecure, fince no future Nabob will either have power, at* 
riches fufficient to attempt your overthrow, by means either of force or corruption. 
All revolutions mult henceforward be at an end. as there will be no fund for fecrct 
fei vices, for donations, or for reftitutions. The Nabob cannot anfwer the cxpe&a?* 
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rions of the venal and mercenary, nor will tlje Company comply with demands inju- 
rious to themfclvcs, out of their own revenues* The experience of years has convinced 
us that a divifion of power is impofliblc without generating difcontent and hazardin 



zr 



the whole : all muft belong cither to the Company or to the Nabob. Wc leave you 
to judge which alternative is the moft defirable and the moft expedient in the prefent 
circumftanccs of affairs. As to ourfelves, we know of no other fyftem we could adopt, 
that would lefs aft £b the Nabob's dignity, and at the lame time fecure the Company 
againft the fatal effedts of future revolutions, than this of the Dewanny. The power 
is now lodged where it can only be lodged with fafety to us, fo that we may pronounce 
with fome degree of confidence, that the worft which will happen in future to the Com- 
pany will proceed from temporary ravages only, which can never become fo general 
as to prevent your revenues from yielding a fufficient fund to defray your civil and 
military charges, and fiirnifh your inveftments. 

24. But to fecure thefe valuable pofTeffions, a conftant regard muft be paid to your 
military eftablifhment. By the regimental returns, which wc cnclofc in the packet, 
and which are very exaft, you vrill fee, at one view, the deplorable condition of our 
infnrttry, to complete which, agreeable to your directions and to the propofals made 
by Lord Clive, not lefs than 900 men will fuffice. We therefore moft earneftly 
requeft, that you will next year fend us out 1 2 or 1400 men for this eftablifhment, 
giving fuch peremptory orders as muft be obeyed, that none of this number be detained, 
upon any confederation, on the coaft of Coromandel. Our numbers being once com- 
pleted, wc lhall require for the fecurity of your immenfe poffeflions in this country, no 
more than 600 recruits, to be fent out annually in the following; manner, viz. 500 infan- 
try, 60 artillery, 20 cavalry, and 20 ferjeants for the fepoys : to this number muft be add- 
ed 30 volunteers and officers ; and it would be of the utmoft benefit to our plan, that 
you alfo fend out every year 6 or 7 gentlemen from the academy at Woolwich, for 
artillery officers, this being a fervice that fuffers extremely for want of perfons properly 
inftru&ed in the bufinefs ; fince no officer, who knows the benefit of the infantry fervice 
here, will chufe to quit it for any advantages the artillery affords. 

25. Already we feel the good effects of regimenting your troops ; . difcipline, fubr 
ordination, and oeconomy begin to take place. Had General Carnac's merit been 
much greater, if poflible, than it is, he could not effedt this of himfelf, unaffifted as 
he was by field-officers, and thwarted as he always has been in his military opera- 
tions, by the late Governors and Council. 

We have already iUued our orders for ftriking off half the double Batta, and fhall, 
in a very few days, put your forces intircly upon a footing with the troops on the coaft 
of Coromandel, which will be reducing your military expences as low as they can well 
bear, confidently with your intereft and the good of the fervice. 

26. Before we quit this fubjeft, we muft requeft, in the ftrongeft manner, that 
you will lupply us for the firft year with 10,000 ftands of arms, and afterwards with 
4,000 annually, which will in future anfwer all our demands, if proper care be taken 
in the purchafe. Of late years, the bad quality of your fmall arms in general have 
cxpofed your poffeffions to the greatcft rifk and danger ; the locks are ill finilhed, and 
the metal fo badly tempered as not to ftand the heat of the fun in this climate. We 
are therefore perfuaded, it would prove in the end much to your advantage, if you 
purchafed all your fmall arms of the fame perfons who furnifh the Government, and 
pay at the rate of twenty-feven, inftead of eighteen (hillings per firelock, fihee expe- 
rience demonftratcs they will continue ferviceable for double the time, without being 
liable to the inconvenience above reprefented. 

The iron-founder, whom you fent out in the Kent, died on his paffagcto this place; 
but as the cafting of (hot and fhells in this country is an object of importance, we 
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ftritagly ttcbmxiichd that you will ftpphr thte loft as firtm air poffible, *by finding thr3e 
or four perfons well verfed in that bufinefs, that our whole defign may not be fruftrated 
by fuch an accident in future. ■ 

It alfo merits your ferious confideration to provide, by every poffible means, 
againft the illicit importation of (mall arms to your fettlements in India, and parti- 
cularly to Bengal. Of late years, this has beebme a profitable branch of trade with 
the Europe captains, as well as that of furnHhing thte 4 natives with ammunition; and. 
they elude the fearch of your officers, by fending round fmall veffels to meet 
them at fea in certain latitudes, or to Teneriff and St. Jago, ar elfewhcre, out of the 
reach of your inquiries. However, as their continuing nidi practices any longer may 
prove fatal in their confequences to all" your poffeffions in this country, we earneftly 
exhort, that you will immediately apply the moft effectual remedies you can fuggeft, 
either by way of prevention, or by the rigorous and exemplary puhifhment of the 
offenders. At the fame time, you may bewared* we will take every ftep in our 
power to deteft the leaft breach of your orders' tin this head, and to obftraft thefale of 
all kinds of fire-arms. 

27. Having obferved the reknftance that appeared in bidding for your farms, at the 
laft lale of your lands in the Burdwan province, the great annual deficiency in the col- 
lections, and the numberlefs complaints made of grievous exa&ions and oppreffions, 
we determined, upon Mr. Johnftone's refigning your fervice, to appoint Mr. Vereiftifa 
quality of Superviforof thofe revenues, in order to form the beft judgment poffible of 
the caufe of the yearly deficiency of the real value of the lands* the beft methdd 
of improving and letting them ; and alfo to procure the neceflary materials for a 
plan to conduct the collections in future, in fuch manner as (hall appear moft con* 
ducive to your intereft, and likely to promote the happinefs of tht people. If is With 
pleafure we acquaint you, that we have the greateft reafon to be fatisfied wifltf-Mf. 
verelft's attention to the feveral objedts recommended, and the diligence tee hw 
exerted during his fhort refidence in that country, of which you may form fbme 
judgment from his Memorial to the Committee, annexed to our Proceedings of the 
14th September. 

28* It was in confequence of this Memorial, that we formed our Refolution of that 
date to withdraw the FaftoryJ and alfo to recall the Member of the Board refident at 
Midnapore, the collections and bufinefs of which may as conveniently be tranfa&ed by 
a junior fervant, at a much lefs expence. Many are the inconveniencies, befides tKe 
extraordinary charge incurred, that refult from fuch appointments, which we confider 
as neceflary only at thofe Subordinates where your principal inveftmerits are made* 
We are convinced by very late experience, that the moft flagrant oppreffions may be 
wantonly committed in thofe employments by Members of the Board, which would 
not be tolerated in junior fervants ; and that the dread and awe annexed to their ftation 
as Counfellors have too frequently fcreened them from complaints, which would be 
lodged without fear or fcruple againft inferior fervants. 

2q. But there are other manifold inconveniencies, of ftill more pernicious effeft to 
the fervice, which refult from thofe appointments. Hence it was found neceflary to 
enlarge the Council from twelve to fixteen Members, that there might be a fufficient 
number to conduct the bufinefs of the Presidency, and alfo to manage your "affairs at 
the out-icttlements, either in quality of Chiefs or Refidcnts. What is the confequence 
but fuch perpetual revolutions at the Board, as render it impoffible for any of the 
Members to acquire a competent knowledge of your intercfts, and of the particular 
duty of their own ftation ? 

This encreafe in the number of the Board is alfo productive of a further inconve- 
nience, of the deejteft concern to your intereft in theprefent fituation of your ftffiwr^ 

To 



!To keep up tp, > the letter of your laftni&ions, we myft fill the vacancies in CounqU 
from the next in fuccefiion, without regard to the qualifications they pofiefs for the 
difcharge of fo important a truft, and thus commit into the hands of ralh unexpe- 
rienced young men the conduct of a fyftem of government which demands the 
difcretion, judgment, and fteadinefs of more advanced years and longer icrvices* 
Circumstances are now widely different from what they were a few pars fince, when 
you confined your whole attention to commerce, and were happy in being able to 
complete your inveftmente without infult or exadfcion from the Country Government, 
You are now become the fovereigns of a rich and potent kingdom ; your fuccefs i* 
beheld with jealoufy by the other European nations in India, and your interefts are 
fo extended, fo complicated, and fo connected with thofe of the feveral furrounding 
powers, as to form a nice and difficult fyftem of politics. 

Thefe weighty -confidcrations determined us to avoid filling the . vacancies lately 
occafioned in Council by the death of Mr. Billers and reiignation of Meflrs. Johnftone 
and Burdett. We carefully examined your orders refpe&ing the appointment of a 
Board ; we compared the different paragraphs of your Letter, the more clearly to 
afcertain the fpirit of your Inftrudions, and are unanimous in our opinion, your 
reafons for encrcafing the number of the Board were founded on a fuppofition, that 
this meafure would conduce to the benefit of the Company. Experience convinces 
us of the contrary ; and we Ihould be wanting in duty to our conftituents, if, from a 
fervile regard to the letter, we negle&ed the evident fenfe and meaning of your 
Inftru&ions, by admitting to the -government of your affairs a number of perfons 
who have certainly no other claim to this diftin&ion, than that of Handing next in 
fucceflion. 

It is therefore with the utmoft regret we think it incumbent on us to declare, that 
in the whole lift of your junior merchants there are not more than three or four gen- 
tlemen whom we could poffihly recommend to higher ftations at prefent* 

In this number juftice requires we ihould mention Mr. Campbell, Secretary to this 
Committee, whofe abilities and indefatigable diligence, of which we have had the 
moft convincing proofs in the courfe of our proceedings, entitle him to this inftance pf 
pur regard, and to your particular notice ; and as the fame qualifications will diftih- 
guifti him in any ftation in your fervice, it is our joint requeft, that you will 
pleafe to remove the reftriftion on his rifing, as a covenant-fervant, and fuffer him to 
take rank accordingly from the date of his appointment. 

30. At all times it has been found expedient to deviate occafionally from this general 
rule of preferring feniority. It now becomes your indifpenfible duty to admit no claim 
but that of merit, if you would preferve the valuable pofleffions you enjoy, and reali/.e 
the very near profped: you have of eftablifhing your affairs on fo firm and folid a bafis 
as nothing but mifconduft can ovcrfct. So much refts with the Board, that on your 
judicious impartial feledtion of the members it depends, whether you hold a foot of land, 
and enjoy a privilege in Bengal ; or whether you continue in poireffion of the moft 
ample revenues and cftabliihed extenfive influence ever eftablifhed by any European 
mercantile body. We therefore moft earneftly exhort you, that no coniideration of 
favour or prejudice be fuffered to biafs you in the important bufinefs of compofing your 
Council ; and that no other diftin&ion be admitted, except what is due to ability, to 
integrity, and to faithful eflential fervices. 

Were we to fpeak our own fentiments further, we fhould confefs it to be out firm 
opinion, founded on the experience now before us, that the bufinefs of this govern- 
ment can never fo effectually bq condudted as by a felcft unanimous Committee. By 
dividing the power into many hands you weaken the authority, promote diflention, 
and deprive your meafures of that fecrefy, (leadinefs, vigour, and difpatch ncccllary 
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to their Tuccefs'. 'TBe'fame means l>y, which* "you obtained the great a3vaSfS^es? yofa 
now enjoy, muft be continued, and conftantly exeited, to fecure and perpetuate thefri ; 
find, indeed, we catx think of no other form of government fo well adapted, fo per- 
fectly congenial to your peculiar prefent circumftances in Bengal. 

31. It will not be neceflary, we apprehend, to dwell upon a refutation of the fpe- 
cipus but flimfy arguments advanced by Mr. Leyceftef fpr immediately filling up the 
yacancies at the Board, and purfuing the literal lenfe of your Inftraftions, when you 
enlarge the Board to fixtecn. We have already fhewn, 'arid Mr. Leycefter dots not 
deny it, that the bufinefs of Burdwan and Midnapore may be conducted to greater 
advantage by junior fervants than by Members of the Council. [ We have alfo fhewn j . 
that enlarging the Council beyond the number required for the bufinefs of the Prefi- 
dency an4 Subordinates has proved injurious to the Company. Hfc kndws it' is .cnir, 
determination, that feven or eight Members fhould conftantly refide at the Prefidency, . 
while all proper attention fhall be given to your inveftment and colleftibns ; and this ■< 
we certainly judge to be the fpirit of yourordeW. But if that gentleman- means, that 
no aft can be valid which is executed by a lefs number of Agents than you have exprefly 
appointed, he renders void every deed, covenant, contraft, treaty, and* obligation; . 
entered into by the Council fince the firft eftabliihment of this fettlemeht ;- heaven ren* 
ders null and of no effeft the treaty with the prefent Nabob, in which he himfelf had a 
principal fhare, and which, we believe, is not figned by more than half the Compa* 
ny's Agents. 

In a word, we forefee fo many inconveniences conftquentoiraliteral^compliance 
with your inftruftions, that our duty obliges us to-fufpend, and we think our powers 
authorize us in fufpending at leaft r if not revoking thofe orders, until your further 
pleafure be known. ■ ! . 

32. By confulting our Proceedings of the 10th of Augufti and'* 1 8th' of Septem- 
ber, . you will be able to judge of the progrefs we have made in carrying your orders 
into execution, relative to the trade in fait, beetle^nut, and tobacco. This iubjeft we 
confidered with all the attention poffible, and regard to* your intereftj and the good of 
the fen ice. We found that to remove the inconveniencies of a free trade, pre* 
vent the oppreffions daily committed, fave this valuable article of commerce from 
ruin, and diffufe the benefits refulting indifcriminately among all your fervants en* 
titled to Duftucks, it was neceflary to inveft the whole in an exclufive company, com- 
pofed of the three firft claffes of your covenanted fervaats, the field officers, chap* 
lains, and head furgeons. In admitting the field officers, and ftating the proportions 
allotted to each clafs, we had particular regard to the prefent fituation of your Conn* 
cil, and field officers, who are now excluded many emoluments they before enjoyed* 
It is our opinion, that gentlemen who have rifen to thofeftations with credit and're- 
putation, are certainly entitled to fomething more than a fubfiftence : they even have 
a right to exj>eft fuch advantages in your fervice, as may enable them to return in a 
few years with independence to their native country. 

With refpeft to the Company, we are unanimoufly of opinion, it is more for their 
intereft to be confidered as Superiors than Proprietors ; and, as the royal grant of the 
Dewanny renders the 1 ith article unneceflary, we are thereby enabled to Iubjeft the 
trade to a duty which will produce a clear annual revenue of 1 20,000 1. fterling ; 
whatever furplus of their revenues the Company may find themfelves poflefled otj 
after discharging all the demands in this Prefidency, wc imagine may be employed 
much more to their benefit, in fupporting and extending the China trade, and affifling 
the wants of the other Prefidencies. However, fhould it either appear that we have 
miftaken the Company's real intereft, or that the profits of the trade will admit of 
encreafed duties, it is our refolution to give all poffible fatisfaftion on thole points to 
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our Honourable Matters ; .and to lay before you a fair, full and candid reprefentation 
of the amount of the cofts, charges and fales of the firft year. 

33. We think it incumbent on us to obferve, that the management of this impor- 
tant bufinefs was committed to Mr. Sumner. If the plan, therefore, fhould prove fo 
fortunate as to meet your approbation, the merit is chiefly due to that gentleman, who 
fpared no pains' to acquire a thorough infight into the fubjedt, at the lame time that 
he difcharged the duties of the. Presidency, during Lord Clive's abfence, much to our 
Satisfaction. Mr. Sumner would Have chearfully accepted the poft of Refident at the 
Durbar, now grown an employment of confequence, fince the grant of the Dewanny ; 
but we judged it to be more becoming his ftation, more agreeable to your intention, . 
and more for the benefit of the fervice, that he fliould remain at the Prefidency to 
take charge of the government in cafe of Lord Clive's abfence- 

We therefore determined to appoint Mr. Sykes to the Durbar, as he has already 
fufficiently mantfeiled his capacity and diligence in that employment. 

34. When thefe difpatches are fmifhed, we refolve to apply ourfelves heartily to a 
reformation of the abufes which have crept into almoft all your public offices, and 
every department civil: and -military- The ta(k is-arduous, but not impra&icable, and 
we are allured it becomes highly neceflary to the fervice. The fame unanimity 

1 which hath enabled the Committee todifpatch fo. great a variety of important affairs 
fince their cftablifhment, fhall, we hope> be firmly^ continued and rigaroufly exerted, 
until we have accomplifhed every end propofed at ♦ our appointment ; until we have 
ftemmed the torrent of, luxury and corruption, and eftablifhed a fpirit of induftry, . 
ccconomy, and integrity,, throughout every clafs of your fcrvants- . 

We beg leave to- conclude with* affuriog you, that it is the higheft ambition of this . 
Committee to merit the confidence repofed in; them, by promoting with their utmoft 
diligence and abilities, the honour andintereft of the. Eaft India Company, which; - 
ljave eve* been the,objcfts of their moft fervent; wifhes. 

• 1 .■ . ' 

We have, the .Hbnour to be, with refped;. 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your .moft faithful humble Servants, 
CUV,E,. W. B. SUMNER, JOHN.CARNAC, H. VERELST, F. SYKES* . 



SUPPLEMENT.. 

In jufticc to the memory of the late Nabob Meer Jaffier, we think it incumbent on 
us to. acquaint you, , that the horrible maflacres wherewith- he is charged by* Mr. 
Holwell, in his Addrefs to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock (page 46) are cruel 
afperfions on the charadter of that Prince, which have not the leaft foundation in truth. 
The feveral perfons there affirmed, and who were generally thought to have been 
murdered by his order, are all now living except two, who were put to death by 
Meeran, without the Nabob's confent or knowledge ; and it is with additional fatis- 
faftion we can afliire you, that they are lately releafed from confinement by the 
prefent Subah, which fully evinces the entire confidence he repofcs in the Company's 
protection, againft all attacks on his government. 

Wc 
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We aw further to acquaint you, that not fatisfied with paying all due attention to 
the confirmation^nd fecurity of -your poffeflions in Bengal, ,Lord CUve has alfo ob- 
tained from the King,' Sunnuds for the five Northern Provinces, and the ftrongeft 
ratification under his Majefty's hand and feal # of all your former poffeflions in the 
'Carnatic. 

-Mr. Sykcs has exerted his utmoft diligence in procuring an exadt eftimate of the 
amount of the revenues of the Nabob's dominions, of. which you are not only the 
Colleftors but the Proprietors; and we are in hd$ei ! 'bf . rrahfmittiqg an accurate ac- 
count of the fame by the Admiral Stevens ; but the books of the Sircar are fo much 
behind, fo many balances are outstanding, and fuch { negligence appears in the col- 
lection of the revenues for fome years paft, owing, ih a gieat meafure/ to the dif- 
turbances in the country, which prevented any regular colle<&kfri6 from being made, 
that he has not been able yet to fucceed to Ms entire, fatisfadtion; we therefore 
think it better to poftpone the fubjefit until oiir next! difbatches,. when we can write 
-with prccifion and certainty. At prefent,. wp r can only affirm, that the acquifition of 
the Dewanny, and the agreement with the $^bdb f ' toil I neceflarily turn out a pro- 
digious increafe of your revenues, at the iame time it'mtift conduce to the liability 
or your power and influence. 

You will obfervc in our general letter from the public department, what h$s paffed 
in Council on the fubjeft of the donation to the navy, which is indeed ho more th^n 
a tranfeript of our Confultations. We here think it neceflary to remark, that we tah- 
not, in the prefent circtimftances of your affairs, and confiftently with our late en- 
gagements with the Nabob, either take upon us to pay fo large a demand out of yoiir 
revenues, or infift upon the Nabob's paying it out of his limited ftipend ; more ef* 
pecially as it appears that the donation to the navy was never voluntary, but obtained 
from Meer Jaffier by dint of folicitation, and other means, which never met with his 
intire approbation. 

It is with fome regret we acquaint you, that we apprehend it will be neceflary to 
refume our late enquiry into the condudt of theDeputation>liaVhie juft received informa- 
tion from Nundcomar of further funis paid to them out of the Nabob's treafury, during 
their refidence at Murfhed-abad. Mr. Johnftone makes a principal and confpicuous figure 
in this account alfo, having obtained a very large fum befides what is fpecified in the 
distribution lift, or the narratives of Mahomed *Reza Cawn and Juggutfeat, which 
with the fums received by the other gentlemen, fully accounts for the Nabob's af- 
fcrtions in his letter addrefled to the Committee. The neceflity we are under of dif- 
patching the fhip, in order to receive the earlieft notice of your fentiments on our 
proceedings, and your further inftrudtions, prevents our entering immediately upon 
the enquiry ; of which, however, you may be allured* we lhall tranfmit a faithful and 
particular account in our next advices. 

CLIVE, W.B. SUMNER, JOHN CARNAC, H.VERELST, F.SYKES. 
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To the Honourable the Court tf DireEtors, (3c. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Jan. 31. 1766. 

1. We have now the honour to trajnfinit the fequel of thofe Proceedings of the Se- 
ledt Committee, which were difpatched the 50th of September, by the Admiral Ste- 
vens, and alfo a duplicate of .bur letter of that date 

2. The conjectures we th$n formed, with refpedt to the fyftem which the Com* 
mittee found it neceflary to adopt, have, in the event, correfponded to our warmeft 
expectations ; and it is with extreme fatisfa&ion we can allure you, that a happy 
profpetffc is daily opening to our view, of fecurity and opulence to the Company, Mo- 
ney flowing into your 1 reafury ; contentment expreffed by the Country Government ; 
and Peace diffiifing her bleffings throughout every diftriit of the Nabob's dominions, 
are to us the moft pleafing teftimonies of the re&itude of the mcafures we purfued, 
when the late grants were obtained. 

The more we refleft on the fituation of your affairs, the ftronger appear the reafons 
jfor accepting the Dewanny of thefe provinces, by which alone we could eftabHfli a 
power lufficient to perpetuate the poffeflions we hold, end the influence we enjoy* 
While the Nabob afred in quality of Collector for the Mogul, the means of fupport- 
ing our military eftabliftiment depended upon his pleafure. In the mod critical fitu- 
ations, while we flood ballancing on the extreme border of definition, his ftipulatcd 
payments were flow and deficient, his revenues with-held by difaffe£ted Rajahs, and 
turbulent Zemindars, who defpifed the weafcnefs of his government ; or they were 
Squandered in profufion, and diffipated in corruption, the never-failing fymptoms of a 
declining confutation and feeble adminiftration. Hence we were frequently difap- 
pointed of thofe fupplies, upon the punctual receipt of which depended the very ex- 
iftence of the company in Bengal. 

We cannot indeed look back without horror, upon that defperate crifis to which 
your affairs were reduced, when a mutinous fpirit prevailed among your troops, when 
diflentions diftraded your confutations, and a powerful army was invading the pro- 
vinces, to feize and defolate your poffeffions, and probably to extirpate your fervants. 
To us it evidently appears there remained but the alternative to advance as we have 
done, and grpfp at the whole power, or to fhrink back into our primitive condition of 
fimple merchants, to abandon our poffeflions, difband our forces, and reft our future 
hopes on the clemency of princes, who will not eafily forget or forgive the fuperiority 
wc have fo long maintained. 

In a word, this laft meafiire was in irfelf impracticable ; for we mud obferve, altho* 
with much regret, that the mifcondufl of individuals hath rendered the Ehglilh name 
fo odious, that we are no longer fecure than whilft our hands are armed for the defence^ 
of our lives and property. 

3. The feveral ftatements entered in the Committee Proceedings, fliew clearly the 
amount of revenues to be collected this year i to theTreafury, exclufive of thofe iffuing 
from the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chitragong, the Calcutta lands, 
and all your former poffeflions. At prefent they ftand incumbered with a variety of iii- 
perfluous charges, which we hope to reduce, when we come to adjuft the collections 
of the enfuing year ; but we thought it advifeable to avoid introducing innovations, 
which might create difguft and diflatisfa&ion at fo early a period of cur government. 
The next balance, amounting to 212 lacks of Sicca rupees, or 286,200/. fterling, 
will be the more readily paid, that the minifters and officers of the government «can 
have nothing to plead in excufe for deficiencies ; and we have reafon to believe it will not 
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fall greatly fhort of the dated arr.oum. 7 his ballancc is abundantly fufficient to flipply 
your China trade, provide for- our own i:iveftnr,cnt, end defray all thcexpenccs of your 
civil and military oil iblifhment : whatever furplus may remain i;i the treafury after 
the ltipends to the King and Nabob are difcharged, anc} all other more immediate 
demands are anfwered, this, together with the revenues of Burdwan", &c. ihall then 
be applied to relieve the waftts of the -other Pr&idencies, to pay off your bonds, and to 
fiich other purpoies *a& may appear to us themoft conducive to your intereft. 

4. Mr. Sykcs, who was fome time fince appointed refident at the Durbar, and Su- 
per vifor <6f the collections, hath now taken charge of the fa&ory at Coffimbazar, upon 
Mr. Senior's application for leave to return to Europe, The great diligence he has 
exerted in fettling the revenues, and forming the ftatements, as well as fhewn to tho 
other feveral objects of the adminiftration, afford us the utmoft rcafon to be highly 
fatisfied with his condudh He is daily making remittances, the firft fruits of the 
collections to the treafury, whereby we are already enabled to fct apart a fupply of 
* twentyrfour lacks for your China inveftmentj -|- twelve of which are now under dii- 
patch for Canton ; the remainder will be fent in the month of February to Madrafs, 
to be forwarded from thence to China, by the earlieft conveyance. 

When the colleftions of the year are clofed, we have directed Mr. Sykes to enquire 
ftrictly into the ballances dQe to the government, and to ulc every poffible endeavour 
to recover them, as we entertain the moft flattering hope, that from thefe arrears will 
arife a fund fufficiept to difcharge all the public demands on the late Nabob, for which, 
your honour may ftand any way engaged. 

5. Notwithftanding thefe immenfe revenues, of which the Company is adtually 
jx>fftfled, we muft earneftly requeft your ferious attention to the confequenccs of our 
impoverishing the country, by fuch annual exports of treafure to China. We muft 
alio recommend, that you devife fome method of enabling your frrvants, andthfc 
inhabitants of the fettlement, to remit their own fortune, and the efledts of deceafed 
perfons in their hands, by fome other channel than that of bills upon France and 
Holland. You are now in a fituation which will never require your receiving pri- 
vate effects into the treafury, to be able to complete your own inveftment. Your 
collections are adequate to every purpofe and demand which we can forcfee. The 
Governor and Council could not therefore, with any propriety, fubjeCt you to the 
inconvenience of anfwering bills to the amount of § forty or || fifty lacks, merely for 
the benefit of your fervants, and fufFe'r your own money to lie dead and unappro- 
priated in the treafury. Indeed we were particularly cautions of drawing largely 
for this year, in order that you might be able to difcharge your more immediate anil 
prefling engagements at home. Yet, fliould the ncceffity continue of remitting 
private property by foreign funds, the French and Dutdh will not only be enabled 
thereby to provide early and valuable inveftments, but the provinces will alfo be de- 
prived of a very confiderable addition to the current fpecie, which thofe nations will 
othiTwife be obliged to import every year in ready money. 

To obviate as far as poffible any immediate bad effects to the public from the 
above caufes, the Prcfident has now under confideration a propofal to prevent the ex- 
portation of treafure from occafioning a fcarcity of money for fome years at leaft. Yet 
us this propofal rather tends to palliate, than effectually to remedy the evil, it is from 
your inlhudtions only that we are to expedt a radical cure. 

6. The opportunity which the reftoration of peace affords for carrying into execu- 
tion your orders relative to the Batta allowed to military officers, will contribute 
greatly to the increafe of your furplus fund. Thofe orders, although reafonable and 
neCfefiary, could not, however, be conveniently enforced before the public tranqui- 
lity, 

# 300,000/. + 150,000/. § 500,000 L || 625,000/, 
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Iky, and military difcipline and Subordination, were firmly cftablifhed. It was alio 
neceffary to devife the means of their living cheaper, and of fupplying them with li- 
guors, and other ftores, at a more moderate price than thofe articles had ufually been 
furnifhecL We muft likewifc obferve, that regimenting the troops has not only con- 
•duced to the reformation we propofed, but facilitated the redu&ion of expence you 
•enjoin ; a foldier, who knows and performs his duty, will neither expedt nor require the 
Superfluities, and luxuries of life. 

v Accordingly we have ordained, that on the firft day of the prefent month, the cuf- 
tomary Batta fhall be ftruck off from the troops in general, excepting the brigade fta- 
Atoned in Sujah al Dowlah's dominions, who, on account of the high price of provi- 
fion, and the difficulty of procuring ftores, will be allowed double Batta in the field, 
and half double Batta in cantonments and in gatrifon, until they are recalled to the 
provinces. 

. Ftrf the fame reaibni half Batta is continued to the troops quartered at Patna and 
Itaongheer ; but the reft of the army, we mean the detachments at fubordinates and 
other plaoes, that ate hot engaged in actual fervice, are reduced precifely on a footing 
•with the Company's forces on the coaft ; even thofe ftationed at Mongheer and Patna 
receive the fame exa£t Batta as your troops at Trichinopoly. 

From fuch regulations, and alfo from the check already given to the many fhameful 
abufes committed in mufters, returns, hofcital bills, boats, and other articles^ we may 
affirm with confidence, that the charges or your whole eftablifhment, civil and military, 
including your fortifications, will fall fhort of the amount expended during the couife 
of the late war on ysour army alone ; and yet it is propofed, if you fupply us duly 
with recruits, to maintain the complete eftablifhment projected by Lord Clive, and the 
moft formidable army that ever took the field in Bengal. From what caufes your mi- 
litary expences fwelled to fuch immeafurable bounds, requires no explanation. Cer* 
tain it is, they far exceeded the fupplies fo liberally voted by the Biitifh parliament, 
for an army of auxiliaries employed to oppofe the combined forces of the moft power- 
ful princes in Chriftendom. 

7. To thefe fchemes of (Economy, permit us to add the late rdblution of this 
Committee, regarding the new works ere&ing for the fecurity of your fervants • and 
property. Thofe works have, for feveral years paft, been a perpetual drain for trea- 
sures, which might have been more ufefully applied ; yet fhould we ever meet with 
the misfortune of being driven off the field, and cooped up within the walls of this 
fort, your affairs may then be confidered as defperate and irrecoverable. It is there- 
fore the unanimous opinion of this Committee, confirmed by the fentiments of the 
chief engineer, that we ought to regard the new works as a temporary fecurity only ; 
for which purpofc the ditch, ramparts, baftions, and ravelin already finifhed, are 
fufficient to withftand the greateft force which the powers of this country arc ever 
likely to aflemble. 

Captain Martin farther delivers it as his opinion, that enlarging the fortifications 
conformably to the plan of the intended outworks, would add nothing to the ftrcngth 
of the place, unlefs we could at the fame time maintain a garrifon proportioned to 
their extent ; we refolved therefore not to proceed on the plan beyond what is no\V 
completed, but to ufe all poffible means to check the incroachments of the river, 
which hath advanced within a few yards of the covert way, and threatens to fweep 
away one intire fide of the fort. 

We fhall alfo make all the difpatch we are able in completing the barracks, fome 
of which we have converted into very commodious apartments tor the writers, lately 
anrived ; and we are convinced it would be much for the benefit of the fervice, if all 
the younger fervants, and the public offices, were colle&ed within fo narrow a com- 

C pafs, 
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pafs, as might fubjeQr them' to dofer infpediori' thain is polHble iil'thefr -pfiefefct 
fttuation. • * 

8. Mahomed Reza Cawn, and the minifters we aflbciated with him to condudt 
the bufinefs of the country government, proceed with alacrity and unanimity, under 
direction of Mr. Sykes, the refident. They, as well as the people in general, ex- 
prefs great fatisfadtion at the orders we lately iffued and enforced, for recalling to the 
Prefidency all free merchants, and other Europeans, who are hot in your covenanted 
•fervice, many of whom had, by interfering with public affairs, by ads of oppreffion 
and violence, and by afliuning and exerting a judicial authority, totally perverted the 
ordinary courfe of juftice, and given great interruption to the bufinefs of the adminis- 
tration ; yet we muft lament that the juft and neceflary puniihment infli&ed upon 
thofe who had committed abufes, ihould unavoidably extend to others who always 
adted with integrity and honour. 

9. The more effectually to remove every caufe of complaint, and render the mi- 
nifters refponfible for the colledtions of the ftated revenue, we have directed that none 
befides thofe who are employed in certain public ftations, fliall in future correfpond 
with officers of the government, hold lands, lend money to the Zemindats, or 
take any other means of improving their fortunes, or acquiring influence in the coun^- 
try, that may tend to difturb, diftrefs, or defraud either the adminiftration or the 
people; and this prohibition we have extended to all your fervants, civil and military^ 
and their dependents. It was the earneft requeft of the minifters, that we ihould im- 
pofe fuch reftridtions ; and we thought compliance but reafonable, as we were well 
affured that the revenue had fuffered from the excefs to which thefe practices were 
carried. 

In one inftance, however, we have taken the liberty of deviating from your orders 
for recalling the free merchants, &c. The plan for conducting the joint inland trade^ 
in the articles of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, is in itfelf fo extenfive, the capital re- 
quired fo very confiderable, and the difficulty of procuring money at a moderate iri- 
tereft fo great, that it becomes indifpenfibly neceflary the accounts of the fociety 
ihould be clofed, and their books ballanced with more difpatch than can be expected, 
ihould black Gomaftahs and agents be employed. For this reafon, and becaufe we 
are willing to promote to the utmoft of our power a fcheme which appears well calcu- 
lated for your intereft and the general benefit, we have permitted the committee of 
trade to appoint European agents for d fpofing of the fociety's concerns at certain 
eltablifhed marts, in different parts of the country ; and as for this purpofe the Com- 
pany's fervants could not be fpared from the Prefidency and Subordinates, thofe agents 
are therefore chofen from the lift of free merchants, with the utmoft attention to their 
charadters and former behaviour. Befides which we have ftridtly confined them to 
the bufinefs of the fociety by fuch fevere penalties and reftridtions, as we think muft 
effectually prevent their giving hindrance or moleftation. Should we find thefe li- 
mitations inefficient to fecure the peace of the country, and remove all caufe of 
complaint, we are then determined to recall them, and commit the bufinefs to black 
agents. 

11. Farther to aflift this valuable branch of commerce, and promote the credit of 
the infant fociety, the Governor and Council have, at the requeft of the Committee 
of trade, figned and executed a deed for better fecuring to the fociety the free 
and exclufive purchafe and fale of the articles of fait, &c. from the ift of Septem- 
ber 1765, to the 30th of Auguft 1766, allowing a fufficient time to difpofe of fuch 
ftock as may be provided for the feafon, in order to prevent the great lofs that mult 
arife to the proprietors, ihould any alteration take place by your order, after the con* 
cerns for the year are begun, and before the fame are concluded. We therefore flat- 
ter 
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t$t ourfelves with yo&r intire approbation of this raeafure, fo rflcntial to the due ex- 
ecution of the plan formed by your pcrmiffion, and with all poflible regard to your 

iHtereft. , 

12. Our proceedings point out clearly the increafe of your rents, ifiuing from the 
Calcutta, lands ; and the fcveral minutes entered upon that fubjedt explain our fenti- 
ments on the profpedt we have of rating the Pergunnahs ftill higher, without exaction 
oroppreffion. It evidently appears to us, that confiderable frauds were formerly 
committed in thefe collections ; with a view of corredting which, we have determined 
that the leafes granted to the prefent farmers fliall expire on the ift day of November 
next. By that time we hope to find leifure to afcertain their valde 1 more exadtly ; at : 
leaft we fliall then filence the clamour of the inhabitants againft what they deem a 
monopoly, by univerfally diffufing and extending the benefits arifing from the pof- 
feflion of lands among the moft fubftantial and reputable' Banyans and black mer- 
chants living under your protection. 

13. Moft earneftly do we wifli that fuch fliameful embezzlement of the public mo- 
ney were confined to thofe lands fituated more immediately under th e' eyes 6f the 
Governor and Council, fmce nothing befides the greateft inattention and mifcoridiidt 
could then prevent the detedtion of abufes ; but fliould a general depravity of manners 
prevail, and your fervants, adting in the higheft ftations, 'be reftrained neither by' 
motives of confeience, nor by principles of honour, the difcovery of frauds ait places 
femora from the Prefidency will then become difficult and merely accidental. 

This evidently appears from the ftate of theMidnapore revenues, which for three ycarf * 
paft have yielded * 250,000 rupees more than were ever placed, as they ought, to the 
Company's credit. Our recalling the fadtory,and appointing Mr. Verelft fupervifor,and 
Mr. Graham prefident, brought this unwarrantable tranfadtion to light, which might 
othcrwifc have lain in profound obfeurity, until chance had produced a refident, whofe 
fenfe of honour, and feelings of confeience, were ftronger than the impulfes of private 
intereft. 

Yet fortunate to the Company as this difcovery will certainly be confidered, we muft 
confefs it occafions great embarrafiment to our proceedings, unlefs we would deviate on 
the one hand or the other from that duty which we owe to our Conftituents. It was firmly 
our intention to avoid farther retrofpedtion of the condudt of an adminiftration fo no- 
torioufly corrupt, and meanly venal, throughout every department, in hopes the 
examples already made would fufficiently deter others, and work a reformation. It 
was the corredtion of abufes, and not the punifliment of paft mifcondudt, that we 
propofed, although we endeavoured to avoid expofing ourfclves, either to the cenfurc 
of partiality, or the heavier charge of unfaithfulnefs to our employers. 

In this, as in many other inftanccs, we confidered that a fcrutiny into the particulars" 
of the embezzlement would be unprofitable to you, while it would at the fame time' 
occafion great obftrudtion to our confutations, and might end in the neceffity of di- 
minilhing the number of your Council, already much reduced by the death of one, 
the fufpenfion of another, and the refignation of four members of that board. 

We muft farther beg leave to obfervc, that we cannot help regarding the late re- 
fident as far lefs culpable than any of his immediate prcdeceffors, who may be faid to 
have chalked out the path, and guided his fteps by the falfe light that milled him; 
certain it is, that fliould you difapprove our lenity, the fame decree in law and equity" 
which will oblige Mr. Watts to refund, will alfo oblige his predeceflbrs to make 
reftitution. 

From thefe confiderations, therefore, we refolve to leave it in the option of your 

Honourable Board, to profecute or relinquifli your claim to fuch ballances as ought 

to have been applied to your credit, contenting ourfelves with giving you the necefiary 

C 2 information 
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information of fa6h, and taking* the znoft efiedml means to prevent fach pra&ices fa. 
future. 

j 4* For reafons of a iimilar nature, we decline redlining any farther confideration: 
of thexoncJuA of the JBoard and deputation during the late negociations at Murfhed- 
abad. Alreadyour confutations have been too much interrupted with cavilling, debate 
and fa&ion. We are heartily fick of the fruitlefs labour of raking in the jakes of 
corruption ; and fhouM wp enter upon clofe inquiries, we mufi again wholly fufpend 
the courfe of current bufinefs. You have before you fufficient proofs, whether thofe 
gentlemen diftingqifhed more zeal for your fervice, or attachment to their own intercft; 
and.fhould you be difpofed, for the fake of example, to attempt the recovering of 
thofe fums, obtained to unwarrantably from* the Nabob and his minifters, we appre-. 
hend the evidences tranfmitted are (bong and explicit enough to ground an adtion 
upon in any court of judicature. •» 

15. It remains with us to offer a few remarks upon that letter which Mr* Johnftone 
fent into the Board, juft as the Admiral Stevens was under fail, as if he apprehended 
left fome bold aflertions he advanced might be refuted before he was out of reach of 
the fhame copfequent on detection. Many of thefe aflertions are fo mean, fo contrary 
to truth, and to Mr. Johnftone's own knowledge, that we read them with equal fur* 
prize and contempt ; fenfible that he muft be hard prefled indeed to fupport a finking 
reputation, who has recourfe to falfhood to juftify mifcondudfc- 

1 6* This gentleman thinks it neceffary, after three months preparation, to apolo- 
gize for a lame and unfealbnable defence, by affirming, that he was denied all accefs 
to the papers relative to himfelf, until a few days before his departure. Mr. John- 
ftone forgot that he acknowledges the receipt of thofe very papers, in a note he wrote 
to our Se<5retary, in tjie month of June, before we came to any determination which 
note is now m the Secretary's pofieffion. He alio forgot that the letters of Mefirs... 
Senior and Middleton, inferted in our proceedings of the aift of June, prove that all' 
the evidences and proceedings upon that occafion, were regularly tranfmitted to thofe- 
gentlemen who were not prefent at the Board. He ought, therefore, to avail him- 
felf of the firft plea, and refufe rather to acknowledge the authority of the Committee^ 
than thus to fkulk behind a pitiful untruth. 

From the deep fund of critical learning which Mr* Johnftone difplays in the coun^ 
try language, we might reafonably expert a more perfect knowledge of the power and 
idiom of his mother tongue ; for after torturing the phrafe Coach boaligani> to make 
our proceedings appear unfair and partial, he is at length forced to conftrue it into a 
figmfication that implies a ftronger menace that can poffibly be conveyed in the- 
words of our tranflation.' The leaft acquaintance with the Englifh language will enable 
any man to determine whether, in the circumftances diere reprefented, Mr. JohnftoneV 
expreflion, " I will be filent," doth not imply a more emphatic menace than the words, 
which we afcribe to him, " Your bufinefs will meet with no countenance ;" inafmuch 
as the one declares all that is meant ; whereas the other intimates a harfher meaning; 
than he would chufe to exprefs ? 

Mr. Johnftone infinuates, by way of reflection on the management of the Com- 
mittee, that we were under the neceffity of applying to the Seats for the loan of alack 
and a half of * rupees ; the faft is true, but it refts with Mr. Johnftone and his afTo- 
ciates at the Board to explain how the Company's treafury came to be at fb low an ebb* 
as to want fo poor a fupply. It alfo refts with them to explain how the Nabob (for 
our firft application was to the NaboM came to be fo impoverifhed by prefcnts made 
to the Deputation, that he could not furnifh even this fmall relief to the neceflities of 
the Company ; and it refts particularly with Mr. Johnftone to affign the reafon, why 
a ballance of f fix lacks was due from Burdwan to your exhaufted treafury, whilft he 

was 
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waft filling Iris own pockets at the Durbar, which baUance was afterwards, colk&c4 
by Mr. verelft. . . . 

- What he remarks on our opinion of Mr. Leyeefter, delivered in our Proceedings 
of the 21ft of June, is«alfo very true. That gentleman had jointly, with Mr. Johnftone, 
received bills from Mahomed Reza Cawn ; but as he declared upon oath, that he had 
no intention of benefiting by them, it was furely incumbent on the Committee to ac=- 
quit him in a public opinion. We fhould have acquitted Mr. Johnftone, likewife, if 
he had made the fame folemn declaration ; but our private fentiments of that oath we- 
fhould have referred, as in Mr. Leycefter's cafe, to our letter to the Court of Dire&ors, 
for an oath may filence an accufation of crimes, but it doth not neceflarily produce 
cemviftion of innocence. 

Mr. Johnftone has tacked to this extraordinary defence, certain letters written to 
him by Mahomed Reza Cawn, and his own agent Mooteram, as vouchers for his 
good behaviour during the negociation. With refpeft to thefe letters, we'obferve, they 
were obtained at a period when it may reafonably be fuppofed that fucb teftunoniea 
durft not not be refufed, on account of the extraordinary authority which Mr. John- 
ftone had juft before aflumed at the Durbar. It may alfo be obferved, from Mahomed. 
Reza Cawn's letter, that great apprehenfions were conceived^ left the Nabob fhould 
come to Calcutta, to lay his complaints before the Committee ^ and Mr. Johnftone knows 
that intereft was made with the then Refident, to prevail on him to exert his utmoft 
influence in preventing a vifit, which it was thought would not bring much honour to 
the Deputation. We leave it therefore to your Honourable Board, to determine, whether 
thofe teftimonies, at the beft, will juftify Mr. Johnftone from the charge of extortion, and 
weigh down againft the moft pofitive evidence that can be given upon any matter of 
fad:. Be this as it will, we think it ncceffary to corredt Mr. JohnftoneV miftake, 
when he affirms, that Mahomed Reza Cawn's firft depofition takes no notice of any 
demand made in the name of the deputations. A reference to that depofition will 
firtisfy you that Mr. Johnftone either reads without attention, or that he quotes without 
candour. 

It would be endlefs to purfue Mr. Johnftone through the tedious maze of error and 
mifreprefentation, fo evident in every page of his letter ; permit us, therefore, to refer 
you for a more particular reply to the Proceedings themfelves, to Lord Glive's minute, 
and thofe of the members of the Selcft Committee, entered in the Appendix, already 
tranfmittcd by the Admiral Stevens. 

As to Mr. Johnftone's management in the Burdwan province, we could wiih he 
had fuffered us to cover with the veil of filence tranfadions that will not bear exa- 
mination. He hath now, by his ill-judged ftriAures on Mr. Verelft's memorial, 
obliged that gentleman to mention what, out of tendernefs to Mr. Johnftone, he was 
unwilling to reveal. 

You will obferve, from the Confultations, that Mr. Leycefter (lands fufpended, and 
that Mr. Gray refigned the fervice, while his conduft, during hisrefidence at Maulda, . 
was under confideration of the Board. You will alfo perceive the obftru&ion given 
to all public bufinefe, by cavilling, debate, and unfeafonable minutes, while thefe two 
gentlemen remained at the Board. Thofe minutes are themfelves fiifficient tefti- 
mony of the fpirit which actuated fo extraordinary a behaviour ; they are indecent, 
violent, and faSious, beyond any thing ever before tolerated in this government in 
the moft licentious of times. 

Meffrs. Levcefter and Gray no fooner perceive the la(h of correction removed, than 
they, unmindful of the lenity of the Committee, when we might with propriety, and in^ 
deed ought to have fufpended them the fervice, fet up a determined oppofition, and dared 
to ridicule and infuk the government upon all occafions ; yet we bore this ufage with 

patience, 
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patience, out of regard to your fituation, and replied to their minutes wi{fo. temper, 
until Mr. Leycefter proceeded to fuch lengths of licentioufncfs, as tended to involve 
the fettlement in anarchy "and civil diffentionl He publifhed an expreflion baftily 
<lropt at the Board by General Carnac, with fuch additional aggravating circumftances, 
as were beft calculated to raife a ferment in the minds of the people, and excite the 
inhabitants to open fedition. The alarm that we were about to introduce a military 
government became fo general, we thought it incumbent on us to trace the author of 
fuch dangerous calumny ; and, upon convidtion, that Mr. Leycefter had forged and 
pubKftied it with a defign of weakening the hands of the ad minift ration, we judged it 
neceffary to fufpend him as unworthy of his ftation in your fervice. 

1 8. We need not take up your time in juftifying a meafure that became indifpen- 
fibly neceflary, unlefs we meant to reliriquifh all attempts to effedt that general re- 
formation fo eflential to the {lability and permanency of your poiTeffions. Mr. Ley- 
cefter had ftrcnuoufly oppofed every meafure which tended to the correction of abufes ; 
and, even whilft he was adting in the capacity of a magiftrate and judge, moft fhame- 
folly endeavoured to fupprefs, pervert, and ftifie evidence relative to Mr. Gray's con- 
dud. His own minute on the occafion that produced his fufpenfion, fo thoroughly 
points out the violent defigns he entertained, that we could lit no longer at the fame 
Board with any regard to our own characters, or profpedt of advantage to your fervice. 
From the loud cry raifed by Mr. Gray and him againft military force and arbitrary 
power, one would naturally conceive the Prefident had deprived half the Britifh fub- 
lefts in the fettlement of their birth-right. The fadl, however, was nothing more than 
that Lord Clive had ordered a guard of Sepoys over Ramnaut, a man of infamous 
charadter, faid to be employed by Mr. Gray, in the moft iniquitous adts of extor- 
tion, and a native of Maulda, who himfelf refufed to claim the protedtion of our 
laws, becaufe he Ihould thereby become fubjedt to the punifhment to which thofe laws 
condemn his offences ; whereas, numberlefs inftances occur in former governments in 
Bengal of native inhabitants of Calcutta being confined by military guards, upon 
accufations of infinitely lefs confequence to the public weal. In fhort, thofe two 
gentlemen themfelves were fo difiatisfied, fo difcontented and induftrious in pro- 
pagating the feeds of their ill humour, that we are firmly convinced the fufpenfion of the 
one was neceflary, and that the refignation of the other is conducive to the benefit of 
your fervice. Yet thefe are the gentlemen who, we are told, flatter themfelves with 
the hopes of juftifying their conduct to your fatisfadtion, and of returning again to 
the management of your concerns in Bengal : Ihould this event ever happen, we have 
only to wilh, and we fervently do wifli, although contrary to all human probability, 
that your affairs may profper. 

19. The Board being now reduced far beneath the eftablifhmcnt we propofed, and 
to a numb.r infufficient to condudt the neceflary bufinefs of the government, filling 
the vacant feats became an immediate objedt of confideration. By the Admiral 
Stevens we freely delivered our fentiments of the unfitnefs for that ftation of thofe 
gentlemen who ftand next in fucceflion. We alfo recommended with the greateft ear- 
neftnefs, that in compofing your Council, you would admit of no claim but that of 
merit and approved fervices. We muft now again beg leave, to repeat, that from a lift 
of fourteen junior merchants, we are not able to feledt a number fufficient to make up 
the deficiency of members at the Board, unlefs we abandon all hopes of curbing li- 
centioulhefs, reforming abufes, and fubduing that univerfal paffion which prevails among 
your fervants of accumulating riches in a manner inconfiftent with the good of the 
country and with your intereft. The fadtious fpirit which lately blazed out fo violently in 
Council, has reached the lower clafles ; fo that we can entertain no reafonable hope 
from their cordial fervices, until they have felt the weight of corredtion, and expe- 
rienced 
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friended the influence of example. Still, however, we fhould be forry to deprive thera 
of all profpeft of rifing, by promoting their juniors on this eftablifliment, fince time 
and the certain aflurance, that merit and not (landing will entitle them to your fa- 
vours, may produce the defired effedt upon their condudt. 

20. For tnefe reafons we applied to the Prefidency of Fort St. George, requefling 
that Meflrs. RufTel, Alderfey, Kelfal, and Floyer, might be permitted to affift us in the 
prefent exigency, until your pleafure Ihould be known ; being fully perfuaded that 
this preference of the fervants of another Prefidency, will operate more effe&ually than 
if we' had recourfe to the more irkfome and mortifying indignity of fuperfeding them 
from this eftablifliment. 

We are forry to find that our endeavours to ferve the Company in a manner the 
leaft injurious to your fervants here, ihould be mifconftrued. As foon as this me?fure 
became known, by reports from Madrafs, and previous to our laying any proceedings 
before the Board, the young gentlemen of the fettlement had fet themfelves up for 
judges of the propriety of our conduct, and the degree of their own merit : each 
would think himfelf qualified to tranfaft your weighty affairs in Council, at an age 
when the laws of his country adjudge him unfit to manage his own concerns to the 
extent of forty fliillings. They have not only fet their hands to the memorial of 
complaint, but entered into afibciations unbecoming at their years, and definitive of 
that fubordtnatioq without which no government can ftand — All vifits to the Prefi- 
dent are forbidden — All invitations from him and the members of the Seledt Com- 
fnittee are to be flighted — The gentlemen called down by our authority from Ma- 
drafs are to be treated with negleS and contempt — Every man who deviates from this 
confederacy is to be fligmatized and avoided — In a word, the members are totally 
to feparate themfelves from the head, decorum and union are to be fet at defiance, 
and it becomes a fair flmggle whether we or the young gentlemen fhall in future 
guide the helm of government. Look at their names, examine their (landing, inquire 
into their fervices, and refledt upon the age of four-fifths of the fubferibers to this 
bill of grievances, who now fupport the afibciation, and you will be equally furprifed 
with us at the prefumptuous intemperance of youth, and convinced that a flop of 
three or four years in the courfe of promotion is indifpenfibly necefTary, if you would 
have your Council compofed of men of experience and difcretion. 
- 2i. From this fketch of the behaviour of your fervants, you will perceive the dan- 
gerous pitch to which the independent and licentious fpirit of this fettlement hath 
rifen ; you will then determine on the neccflity and propriety of the flep we have 
taken : in the mean time we are refolved to fupport it, or we rnuft fubmit to the 
anarchy and confufion coniequent on fiibjedting the decrees of your Select Com- 
mittee to the revifal and repeal of young gentlemen juft broke loofe from the hands- 
of their fchoolmaflcrs. Earnenly do we wilh that every member of this Board had 
ardently joined in the fame femiments, fince diffents only ferve to break the force of 
refolutions, to weaken authority, and give vigour and courage to faction and dif- 
obediencc. 

As to the point of indignity, of which your petitioners complain, nothing can be 
more evident than that the Committee regarded the prefent fuperceffion as lefs inju- 
rious than a feleftion would be from this eftablifhment, fince we even declined pro- 
moting,, upon this occafion, the very perfons whom we particularly recommended to i 
the moft diftinguifhing marks of your favour. In this light it is confidered in every 
other fervlce, and \vc doubt not but it would have been fo confidered in this fervice, 
had fnch promotion been the choice of the Committee. 

22. Our proceedings explain the motives of our conduit, and alfo the meafures* 
*e enforced to bring the fettlement to order and obedience. Mr. Majendie, the 
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Secretary to the Council, is dtfmiffed from his office, and fufpended the fetvice for 
having eminently diftinguifhed himfelf in forming a combination fo unwarrantable in 
itielf, fo dangerous in the prefent conjuncture, and fo peculiarly unbecoming to his 
age, his flat ion, and his employment. Should this example fuffice, we fhall avoid 
proceeding to the extremity of punifhing with the lofs of bread, young men who have 
been artfully and unwarily fpinted up to fadtion, to gratify the refentment, the fcl- 
fifli views of fome, in Whom you have repofed unmerited and much abufed con- 
fidence. 

You will "be aftonifhed to obferve at the head of this lift divers members of your 
Council, who fubfcribe their names in teftimony of their fenfe of the injuftice done 
to the younger fervants. Poflibly this teftimony might have weight with your Ho- 
nourable Board had thofe gentlemen firft cleared up their own condudt from certain im- 
putations which intimate how little their intereft difpofes them to co-operate in a 
reformation for the public benefit. At all events, whether the proceeding of the 
Committee be in itfelf right or wrong, it is mod certainly their duty to reprefe every 
fadtious combination, to temper the heat and vehemence of youth, to maintain the 
authority of the Board, and avoid giving countenance to a feditious and rebellious 
humour, which might have produced the fubverfion of government, and the mod 
fatal confequences to the Company's affairs^ before your decifion could arrive. 

23. This incident occurring four days only before the difpatch of the ihips, you 
will not exped that our letter from the public department Ihould enter fo minutely- 
into the tranfa&ions of the Board as we propofed. The bufinefs is now fuddenly 
taken up by Mr. Campbell, our Secretary, who we are aflured will exert his utmoft 
abilities ; but he requefts you will pleafe to make an allowance for the fhortnefs of 
time, and his total unacquaintance with all that has been tranfa&ed in that 
department. 

24.. We have the fatisfa&ion to acquaint you, that Sujah al Dowlah appears well 
difpofcd to cultivate our friendlhip, and adhere ftridlly to the conditions of the late 
treaty. 

Colonel Smith's brigade is now ftationed at Illahabad and Benares, to fecure the King 
and Vizier againft the invafions of the Maharattas, until they have fully re-eftabliflied 
themfelves, and payment of the ftipulated indemnification to the Company is com- 
pleted. His Majefty's vifionary projects of fearing himfelf with our affiftance on the 
throne of his anceftors, and proceeding to Dehly his capital, feem to have vanished 
before the Committed remonftrances. We hope he is at length convinced, that with-* 
out us the fcheme is impracticable, and we are certain it can never be your intereft to' 
extend the influence of your arms to fo great a diftance from your prefent poffeffions, 
and the feat of your government. 

25. Opening a communication between the Nortnern Sircar and Bengal muft 
prove mutually advantageous to your prefidency at Fort Saint George, and to us. Ws 
have therefore determined to embrace the favourable opportunity which the prefent 
feeble condition of the Maharattas affords, to carry this meafure into execution, and 
have for that purpofe fet on foot a negotiation with their chief, whereby we propofe 
he fhafl cede to us the northern parts of Oriffa, now in his pofleflion, upon our con- 
tenting to pay a certain ftipulated annual revenue : whatever his determination may 
be, it is our resolution not to attempt gaining this advantage by violence or force of arms. 

Peace* is at length happily reftored to thefe provinces, and it will be the ftudy of this 
Committee to preferve and prolong thofe advantages which you already begin to 
experience. 

We have the Honour to remain, &c 

CLIVE, W. B. SUMNER, J. CARNAC, H. VERELST, F. SYKES. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

i 

Mr. Sumner conceiving that the following paragraph of the 21ft Article is particu- 
larly pointed againft himfelf, begs leave to enter his diflcnt to that and fuch other parts 
of the letter and proceedings as he hath already objedted to : " Heartily do we wifh 
" that every member of this Board had ardently joined in the fame fentiments, fince 
4€ difients ferve .only to break the force ofrrefolutions, to weaken authority, and give 
4€ vigour and courage to fa&ion and difobedience." 

W. B. SUMNER. 



No. III. 
To tlie Honourable Court \of DireStors, &c. &c. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wiffitm, March t 4 , 17". 

A few incidents only which merit your attention have occurred at this Prefidencjy 
fince our laft advices, of the 31ft of January, by the Grenville and Kent. 

The extraordinary behaviour of your junior fervants was then explained to you, as 
a point in which your intereft is deeply concerned : they were at that time turbulent 
and factious ; but we have the pleafure to acquaint you, that the condudt of the 
more inconfiderate feems now to be difapproved by thofe arrived at greater difcretion, 
who begin to fee the neceffity of our determined refolution to reduce your fervants in 

general within the fphere pointed out by their years, Handing, and abilities. We muft 
owever obferve, that your fervice here has always been carried on rather from a 
dread of punifliment than a fenfe of duty ; and that at prefent no branch of your affairs 
is conducted with that alacrity and zeal neceflary and eflential to your intereft, to 
which, we fliould conceive, all your fervants would be naturally excited, by the 
uncommon advantages they enjoy. 

This decline of public fpirit we muft, in great meafure, afcribe to a pradtice 
which hath prevailed at this fettlement more than at any other, of intruding fome of 
the moft weighty employments in your fervice to gentlemen fcarce arrived at years 
of maturity. The bufinefs of the Secretary's department was committed to a youth of 
three years (landing in your fervice ; the employment of Accomptant is now discharged 
by a Writer ftill lower in the lift of your fervants ; the important trufts of Military 
Storekeeper, Naval Storekeeper, and Storekeeper of the Works, were beftowed, 
when laft vacant, upon Writers ; and a Writer held the poft of Paymafter to the 
•Army, at a period when near * 20 lacks of rupees had been depofited for months 
together in his hands. 

We will not enquire how far thefe employments have been duly difcharged : youth 
cannot argue difhonefty; but it certainly doth in general imply the want of fufficient dif- 
cretion and experience. We will only obferve, that repofing trufts of fo important 
?nd lucrative a nature in the hands of young men, hath rendered them too foon inde- 
pendent, and given birth to that fpirit of diffipation and luxury, of which you were 
very juftly informed before the appointment of this Committee. From this fource 
likewife flowed a grievance of the utmoft confequence to your fervice, which 
demands an immediate remedy. The younger fervants, being incapable themfelves 
to difcharge the functions of their feveral offices, were forced to have rccourfc to 
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their BaniSns and black Writes £ and- ihvia th<» employments fell into the hands^ 
of their affiftants ; Banians became principals in the feveral departments ; the affairs - 
of the Company flowed through a new and unnatural channel; and your moft 
fecret concerns were publicly known in the Bazir. Such trufts, repofed in thofe Ba- 
nians, encouraged them to advance large funis of money to their matters, which ferved 
no other purpofe than to fupport their extravagance,* and* render them dependent on 
their fervants* inftead of being obedient t» the Governor and Council. It would be 
unneceffary to fet forth the confequences to a fettlement circumftanced as this is, of 
placing too much confidence in. the affiftance of the natives^ The frequent and 
imminent dangers which you have lately experienced are evident proofs,, unlefs your 
more important affairs can be tranfa&ed by your own fervants, there never will be 
that difpatch and fecrecy upon emergencies, which are neceffary to infure.fuccefs. 

For this reafon, we hate refumed to the fenior fervants fome of- thofe employments * 
which we think require the knowledge and fteadinefs of more advanced. years ; and 
alfo appointed a Committee to investigate the management ahd irifpedfc the conduct 
of the feveral offices,. ci*H and military, with exprefs authority to eftablifh fuch regu- 
lations as may appear the moft conducive to the public fervice. • By thefe means,, 
we hope to fee the principal branches o£ the Company's bufinefs wholly ttanfafted 
hf your own fervants, without the aid of men* who ought,, as much as*poffible, to- 
be excluded from all knowledge of your private concerns. 

In the letter* which we had the honour to addrefs to you by the Admiral Stevens, . 
We took notice, that too ftri& a regard to promoting fenioricy will ever prove injurious 
to the fervice j notwithftanding die rule is convenient ■ and . equitable, under certain 
exceptions add limitations* An inftance, in confirmation of our opinion, now occurs* 
Upon examining your lift of covenanted fervants,, it' now- appears*, that not more 
than four gentlemen above the ftation of Writers, and below the rank of Council^ 
have ifefided in Calcutta for feveral months*- we may lay years paft,. to carry on the 
bufinefs of the Prefidency;, the reft have gone to Subordinated; for the right of 
fuccebding as firfty fecond, or third in Council, to vacancies at the out-fettle*- 
menty hath ever been confiddred as vefted in fetxiority, whilft the bufinefs of the 
Prefidency was negledted, and nothing remained with the Governor and Council 
whereby to rewatfd and encourage merits without appearing to trefpafs upon juftice. 

it will therefore be neceffary .to recall feme of the fenior fervants below the rank 
of Council* vo fill thofe offices which are at prefent htkt by their juniots, in order that 
your affairs may proceed ia a mote regular tram, and the younger fervants be ren^ 
dered more tradable and obedient,, by confining them longer to a ftate of greater 
dependence. Indeed, we could wifti, that fome methods of taming the fpirit, without 
ruining the fortunes of the more incorrigible, were thought of. Perhaps the moft 
effectual would be the depriving them of the advantages arifmg from fait and 
Duftucks for two years longer, after die term of their Writers covenants is expired.. 
This, and confining them to the Prefidency, would operate powerfully ;- but we chufe, . 
if pcffibfe, to avoid proceeding to extremities. 

You are already advifed, that your orders, reipe&ing the reduction of Batta allowed' # 
to the army, took place on the firft day of the prefent year* This meafure hath pro- 
duced fome murmurings and complaints- among the fubaltcrns, and even a memorial to 
the Council, from the officers of the firft brigade. Confcious* however, of the neceffity 
of reducing your military expences, we are determined to fee the orders ftridtly obeyed'.. 
At the fame time, we muft confefs, that until the charges incurred on account of 
fervants, hories, and the neceffary equipage of the field in this climate are diminifhed* 
by fome public regulations, the allowance of a fobalrcrn will fcarcely maintain him 
im the ftation of a gentleman* 

Not- 



Ttftttwobftanding our late expectations, that the King had, in confequence of our 
wmonftrances, broke off his negotiations wkh the Maharattas, and dropped his airy 
Scheme of proceeding to his capital, we find by Colonel Smith's letters, that he is 
ftill intriguing with thofe free-hooters, and ftipulatiqg for their affiftance by the grant 
of territories in the very heart of his empire. This we coafider as a proic& of fuch 
dangerous tendency to the tranquility of Sujah al Dowlaji's - country, and even of 
Thcie provinces, that we have difpatrhed the moft peremptory orders to Colonel 
Smith, to avoid giving his Majefty the leaft encouragement of affiftance from the 
Company, without which, we apprehend, he will fcarce venture to proceed ; and 
iikewife to throw every obftacle he can in the way of his prppofed Oreaty with the 
Maharattas. 

The Prcfident and General Carnac propofing to iViftt the amjiy, and tfee feverai 
diftri&s of the Bengal and fiahar provinces, vyixh a yiew to enforce the regulations 
in the army and revenues made by this Committee, w£ have recommended to his 
i^ordfhip to form an alliance with the frontier powers, for the fecurity and ,prpte£tion 
of Sujah al Dowlah's dominions. The Jauts aod Rohilk chiefs appear well difpofed 
to cultivate our friendship; and their own fafcty oa&irally kftd.s <hcm pz pppofe 
-every encroachment of the Maharattas, whence we hope to maintain our engagerpents 
*with the Vizier, -without incurring the rift, and cxpence of ftationing a brigade in his 
country. 

We have aWb recommended to his LowMhip the expeftdtency of eftablifliing a gold 
currency, in order to obviate the bad confequences of impoverifliing the country by 
the large annual exports of treafure to China* This expedient, you are already 
informed, we only confider as a palliative ; but, as it will moft undoubtedly, for the 
prefent, increafe the current foccie, and give encouragement to the importation of 
gold bullion, -without producing a tingle inconveweacc wftich we can forefee, we 
have adopted it without fcruple, oantil fome more effe&ual remedy be devifed. For 
"further reafons, and alio the means propofed for carrying this njea&re into execution, 
we beg leave tp refer to our procedings* 

The fame proceedings will nlfo peinit" out the feverai objeds of his LotxHhip's 
jprogrefs up the country, m the couife ctf which he will find many opportunities of 
afcertaining more accurately the revenues of the -feverd G&emindaries and diftridts 
than can be done by orders from the Presidency, and ttkewife of urging paytnent of 
the large out-ftanding ballances to the public trfcafiiry. 

Perceiving that very confiderable frauds were -daily committing on die revenues 
*by means oftbrged Duftucks, we -dire&ed a general Duftvck-feal tobeenjpraved for the 
life of the Prefidency and fubprdinate fettlements, with' an impreffion the moft 
difficult to be counterfeited, and fubjeft to foch regulations as cannot well be eluded. 

The application «f this feal is alfo confined to the Prefident and tiie Chiefs of out* 
Settlements. 

Sir Robert Barker, who was lately dHpatched from Patna to the Bettea country, 
in the Bahar province, to demolifh the forts, and reduce to obedience fome of the 
Jturbulcnt Zemindars, deeply in arrear to the revenues, hath fucceeded in the prin- 
cipal objefts of his expedition, without encountering any confiderable refiftance. 
We beg leave to tranfmit the following extrad of a letter from him, juft received 
by the Prefident, rather as an article of curious intelligence, than a fure profpeft 
of advantage to the Company, dated from the camp of Rampore, March 5th, 1766. 

" Bettea will, I think, be of confiderable cortfequence to the Company. Its 
<€ firs will afford mafts for all the Blips In India, which moft produce a new and 
* € confiderable trade with the other <aation* 4n India, as welj.as .advantage to our 
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" jowh .Shipping. . Golcf and cinnamon ate alfd here "{the latter we gather nt -ftc 
u Jungles) ; timbers as large as any I have feen ; muflc and elephants teeth ; befides 
. " mai>y other commodities I have not yet got the knowledge of." 

Should thefe advices meet with confirmation, you may be aflured we fhall endea^ 
vour to pufh the difcovery to the utmoft advantage In the mean time Lord Clive 
- has dire&ed Sir Robert to fend down fpecimens of every article he thinks may tend to 
. the extention of your commerce, and the exports of the country* 

Before we clofe this letter, jiiftice to his peculiar merit requires we fliould recom- 
mend this officer to your particular regard and dinftindtion; His prudence, modera- 
tion, and military accomplifhments, as well as the general efteem of the army which 
he hath acquired, render him highly deferring of any favour you can beftow, and of 
the moft confidential trufts in your fervice. 

It is with fatisfa£Hon we alfo acquaint you, that Mahomed Reza Cawn continues 
to difcharge the duties of his appointment with great affiduity* Any diftinguifhing 
mark of your favour will probably be a fpur to his endeavours ; but in ordering a 
prefent for him, we would beg leave to recommend, that one of a fuperior value may 
be fent to the Nabob, to prevent hi* regarding that ufeful minister with an eye of 
jealoufy, \ 

We have the honour to remain, &c 

CLIVE, JOHN CARNAC, HARRY VERELSTl 



i ■ ■ » 

To the Honourable the Court of DireSors, &c. 

■ 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Sept. g, i 7 $6* 

At the'time our laft advices, dated the 24 March, were difpatched, the attention 
of this Committee was wholly dk^dted to the means of fecuring the benefits of youjr 
prefent immenfe poffdfions. The Cojnpfrny's influence in the empire we confidered 
as fufficiently extended, provided the power of maintaining that influence could be 
confirmed. To conciliate the minds of the natives to our government,, and diffufe 
the bleflings of a mild adminiftration, .wherever our authority extended, as collectors 
of the revenues for the King, appeared to us the moft effe&ual method of accon>- 
pliftiing that defireable end. 

2. We had laid the foundation of this plan in the treaty concluded with Sujah al 
Dowlah, the conditions of which fo far exceeded his expectations, in pcint of advan- 
tage to himfelf, that we are well aflured the Company, in granting thofe terms, have 
Sacrificed a mere ftiadow of power only, to the fubftantial benefit of fecurity. The 
chearfulnefs with which he met the Right Honourable Prefident, at a late congrefs, 
held in the Bahar province, the ready compliance he fhewed in paying the re- 
mainder of the indemnification . to the Company, ftipulatcd by treaty > even before 
the time limited for payment was expired ; and the engagements which he has re- 
newed for our mutual defence and fecurity, afford the ftrongeft teftimony of the 
fincerity of his gratitude and friendfhip. 

3. It was in the profecution of our plan, of giving permanency to your influence, 
that we obtained from the King a grant of the Dewanny ; and with the fame view 
we entered into an agreement with the Nabob, the confequenccs of which are* that 
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■. the revenues, of the throe provinces being now entirely under dur own dirc<flion, we 
- fab longer depend for the fupport of our military eftablifhment, on the bounty of the 
Subah. 

4. But to impart real {lability to the fyftem we had adopted, it became neceflary 
we. Ihould look ftrictly into the internal conduft of this government, and exert our 
utmoft endeavours to reftore to a fyftem of duty and integrity, a fettlement deeply 
immerfed in the moil profligate difEpation and avowed corruption* Fqr this purpolq 
we entered upon the odious talk of an enquiry into the conduct of divers members 
of the Council, with the refult of which, and the oppofition we encountered, you 
are already acquainted. 

5. The feats vacated at the Board by this and other occurring circumftances,. 
proved unexped:edly fortunate to our defign, as it opened to us a fair opportunity" 
of: making foine advances towards that fele&ion of the members of the Council,, 
which we before recommended to your attention, by introducing to the Board four 
gentlemen of unqueftionable merit and reputation, who having been tutored in no- 
tions of rigid fubordination and oeconomy, were the mod likely to co-operate in our 
views, with all the weight of their, example and authority. We would not remind 
you of what the behaviour was, on that occafion, of the fcrvants of this eftablifhment,. 
it being itfelf the ftrongeft evidence of the expediency of the meafure we puriued, and 
of the juft fcntiments which we entertained of their principles, had not the violence of 
their conduit extended beyond what we then forefaw, or could even imagine. 

6. Whether any endeavours were exerted by the civil fcrvants to propagate their 
difcontcnt among the military officers, is what we cannot diredlly affirm ; but from 
feveral of their intercepted letters it appears, they were much elated at feeing the 
army tainted wit^i the malignity of their own infection. We had, agreeable to the 
advices already tranfmitted home, reduced the double Batta allowed to the military 
officers as early as the month of January, yet not a murmur or complaint tranfpired,. 
further than was expreffed in a moderate reprefentation to the Board, from the cap- 
. tains and fubalterns of each of the three brigades. All was calm and ference in camp, 
as if they refted fatisfied with the orders iflued by the Select Committe, until a proper 
flate of their circumftances could be laid before the Court of Directors. 
r 7. In this deceitful tranquility, the fpace of four months elafped, when, during 
the recefs of the Committee, and Lord Clive's refidence at Murfhed-abad, the, alarm- 
ing; advices arrived, that almoft all the officers of the army had combined, under 
articles of the moft folemn agreement, to refign their commiffions by a certain day, 
unlefs their Batta was reftored, and the orders of the Company were abrogated. To 
fecure their meafures, without incurring the penalties of defertion, they fixed on a 
period when they had no pay in advance, and it was every moment expedted our 
frontier would be invaded by a large body of Maharatta horfe ; flattering themfelves 
.that the neceflity for their fervices, at fo critical a jun&urc, mull infallibly reduce 
the Board to fubmiffion. 

8. It was immediately recommended by Lord Clive to the Board, when he tranf- 
.mitted the advices, rather to put all to the rifque, than fuffer the authority of Coun- 
cil to be infolted. The faving which arofe to the Company, from the reduction of 
* Batta, was now of trifling consideration, when compared with the danger of yielding 
to the menaces of fo unprecedented and mutinous an aflbciation. To preferve the 
authority of the Prefident and Council, and crufli an attempt that indicated the total 
fubverfion of government, became now the object ; in which fentiments the whole 
Board, with one voice, concurred with his Lordfhip. He proceeded, accompanied 
by General Carnac, to Mongheer, where the firfl brigade lay in cantonments,., and 
happily arrived at the inftant when the whole body of Europeans was ripe for a re- 
volt*. 
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volt. Their officers, the lieutenant~oolonel and two or three fubalterns excepted, haft 
to a man, withdrawn themfelves ; • and the foidier*, fired with the contagious fpirit o£ 
mutiny, were on the point of following the -example of their fuperiors, when his 
Lordfhip's prefence and authority awaked them to a fenfe of their duty, and probably 
faved thefe provinces from all the horrors of rapine, defolation, * and military anarchy* 
The feme violence of conduit prevailed among the officers of the fecond and third 
brigade ftatienedat Allahabad and Patna; infomuch that Colonel Smith, who was 
polled on the confines of Korah, ^remote from all affiftance, and in the very face of a 
formidable enemy, was totally deferted by Ms officers in thofe lines he had drawn to 
-oppofe the irruption of the Maharattas. 

9. For the further particulars of this extraordinary and very intenefting event, we 
"beg leave to refer you to the letter and Confutations of the public department, 
4ince the whole consefondence pafled through that channel, during the recefs of the 
Committee, Jrfcce we touched on it with a view only to impress you with more lively 
ideas of the prefentrftate of this Settlement, and to evince more ftrongly the neceffity 
of what we have before repeatedly recommended ; a conftant attention to the good 
fenfe, honour, and ftcadinefs of diofe gentlemen whom you in future admit into 
Council. 

10. We have a particular fatisfadiott in obferving to you the fpirited zeal and 
unanimity with which the Board affifted, in every mealure propofed by the Prefident^ 
to break this dangerous combination. A juft fenfe of the indignity offered to their 

•own authority, as well as of danger to the community, feemed to unite them heart 
and hand in punifhing, to the extreme extent of their power, an ad: of difobedience* 

'that includes in its enefts the being and fate of your invaluable pofleffions in BengaL 
But (till it remains to determine how far the delinquents are fubjedfc to the utmoft 
rigour of the martial law, and whether fitch proofs can clearly be exhibited againft 
them, as, admitting the authority of die court, will render the prifbners liable to the 
punifhment of mutiny and defertkm. 

1 1 . The prefent fituation of your affairs requiring fo numerous a military eftablifh* 
ment, at fuch a diftance from the fountain of ju&ce, as not to admit of elucidation 
in difficult cafes, before it is too late for decifion ; it becomes an object of the moft 
ferious attention, to bind down your officers and foldiers by the ftrongeft ties of duty* 
of allegiance, and of martial difcipKne. Of late years it has been cuftomary to grant 
<ommiffions without exa&ing thofe covenants, whereby the party agrees to ferve for 
a certain period of time ; yet, upon the fuppofition that fuch contract actually exifta, 
the King and Parliament have gracioufly been pleafed to extend the benefits of the 
Mutiny Bill to the Honourable Eaft-India Company. To €his negledt it is owing, 
that any offices, or number of officers, has it in his option, without confulting die 
•Governor and Council, to throw up your fervice in times of the moft imminent danger, 
•without incurring the penalty of any law, cwU or military; for by refufing your pay f 
, he is no longer fubjedfc to your authority. 

ri2. To guard therefore, in future, againft an event which may poflibly terminate 

3n a manner lefs fortunate to the Company, we beg leave earneftly to recommend, 

s that no commiffions may be hereafter beftowed, or officers fent out, but under re- 

lltri&ion of the above covenants, a power of difpenfing with the fame, by granting 

permiffion to refign, to be vefted folely in the Governor and Council. So many 

inftances have occurred both here and upon theCoaft, of an independent and incroach- 

ing fpirit in the military, that we imagine further arguments will be unneceflary, to 

convince you of the neceffity there is to fopport the civil authority with all the power 

that law admits, and neceffity urges. 

13. Before 
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13. Before this mutiny broke out, Lord Clive had for fome time affiftcd at the s 
Pdonah, held at Murlhed-abad, for ftating the revenues of Bengal for the prefent 
year, 1766. We have now the plcafure to inform you, that the neat collections of 
the year arifing from Bengal only amount to one crore, fixty one lacks, fcven hun* 
dred and eight rupees * (16,100,708) which is an increafe of eleven lacks, .thirty 
dne thoufand nine hundred and feventy-eight rupees -f- (1, 13 1,978) on the collections 
of the preceding year, flowing chiefly from a redu&ion of charges, without levying,, 
any additional tax on the Zemindars. 

14. The ftatement of the revenues of Bahar is likewife juft come to our hands ;; 
and we perceive with great fatisfaCtion that they amount this year to fixty-one lacks,~ 
eighty thoufand two hundred and feventy-fix rupees t (6,180,276), being an? in- 
creafe of neat revenue of five lacks, fixty-two thoufand two hundred and fixty-ene; 
rupees § (562,261). This mcreaie we, in a great meafure, owe to the diligence and 
abilities of Mahomed Reza Cawn, who is now employed on ' the fpot in regulating 
the' collections of that province; whence we hope the revenues will be reduced to- 
more order, and raifed to a greater amount than have for fome years been known, on 
account of the fcandalous embezzlement of the publiamoney, and mUcondud of the: 
collectors. 

15. It is by means of (economy and frugality only,.. that we wifh to fee your reve- • 
nues increafed ; fincethey are always fufficiently great to anfwer every purpofe of the 
Company ; for without the greateft care be taken to prevent Zemindar* from carry- 
ing on long balances, ..and defrauding the government under various pretences, your 
collections would foon dwindle to a fum infufficient to defray their own charges ; . 
the authority of the adminiftration would be defptfed, ■ and the feveral Rajahs and 
Zemindars would aflume to themfelves an independent power, . after they had fleeced 
the people, and fattened upon the fpoils of the public. 

16. During Lord dive's residence in the Bahar: province, acongrefs was held at 
Chuprah; at which: his' lordfhip, . General Carnac,. Sujah al Dowlah, and the Kings 
mfoiifter r . affifted- Here was laid the foundation of a treaty between the Company, 
the Vigier, and the Jaut and Rohilla chiefs, , for their mutual defence/ and fecurity 
againft all attempts of the Maharattas to invade their feverai dominions. - But his 
Lordflilp and General Carnac, from confideration of the little advantage the Com* 
pany would deduce frbfrn fuch dift&nt allies in cafe of an invafion,. chofe to leave this 
matter unfinished* and to entruft Sujah al'Dowlah with the management of fuch 
treaties as he might think convenient for his own and the Company's welfare ; but 
he is not to conclude any thing, nor enter into any abiblute agreement, without 
having previoufly acquainted , the President with every propofal, and obtained his 
approbation. 

17. At Chuprah likewife attended deputies from the Maharatta chiefs, from whom, 
and alfo from the letters they brought, it evidently appeals, the Maharatta forces ace 
aflemMed at the King's requifition, and upon the pofitive aflurances he gave that an 
English army would join them to efcort him to his capital. His Majefty has indeed 
laboured hard by every artifice of perfuafion, intrigue, and negotiation, to fuceeed in 
his- favourite fchernc, which we are convinced would terminate in accomplilhing hi& 
own ruin, and deftroying the peace of the whole empire. In a word,, his conduit 
has been fuch, that we are at a lojfs whether more to condemn his policy, defpife his 
«nderftanding, of abhor his principles*. 

18. With a view to watch the motion of the Maharattas upon our own frontier, 

Lord Clive has directed Colonel Smith's brigade to canton at Doudnagur, or Saflfe- 

ram, where the Colonel will be advantageoufly pofted to oppofe any hoftile intentions, 

and 
• 2,012,58ft £ t 772,534/* 

t »4M97^ $ 70,28a/. 
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.ifnd to cover the Bahar province* This brigade is recalled in confequence of Sujafe at 
Dowlah's having fully difcharged all the engagements into which he entered by the 
treaty ; and for this reafon likewife we fliall immediately recall the refidcnt at Ben&rcs, 
and every other European refiding in the Vizier's dominions, that no difputes may 
arife from private commerce, to difturb the amity now fubfifting. 

19. We have frequently mentioned to you the inconvenience of exporting money 
and bullion from this country for the fupply of your China inveftment ; yet we would 
not take upon ourfelves to with-hold this afliftance, until we received your inftrudtions* 
Accordingly the Council have iffued orders to the mint matter to purchafe all the bul- 
lion that may be imported this feafon, for the ufe of the China market ; to which we 
propofe remitting to the amount of twenty-four lacks *. 

20. To obviate the immediate bad effects to the commerce and revenues of this 
country of fuch an annual drain of treafure, Lord Clive carried into execution, dur- 
ing his (lay at Murfhcd-abad, the regulations of the Seledt Committee relative to a 
|*oTd coinage, which we hope loon fully to eftablifh, notwithftanding the prejudices of 
thefe people againft every innovation. Having already prefented you with a general 
view of the above regulations, we muft now requeft your excufe for not tranfmitting 
the particulars by this conveyance, as our fecretary has not been able to get up the 
proceedings, on account of the death and ficknefs of feveral of the affiftants in his 
•office. 

21. Already we have gone through the enquiry you diredfc into the feveral fums 
granted by the Nabob Meer Jaffier, for the purpofes of reftitution to the merchants, ' 
and donations to the army and navy. All the principal agents for thofe difburfements 
have been feparately examined upon oath before the Committee, and their depofitions 
taken viva voce, and recorded on the face of our Proceedings. 

22. Sorry we are to obferve, that from thofe depofitions it will appear how little the 
Nabob was himfelf inclined to impoverish his treafury by free gifts, and voluntary 
^donations. The prefent to the fquadron in particular feems to have been obtained 
by very unjuftiftable ads and meafures, which we conceive will reflect very little ho- 
nour upon a fervant of his Majefty's adting in fo high a ftation. But we would 
chufe to avoid making further remarks, fince the next difpatches will afford you an 
opportunity of forming your own judgment of tranfa&ions fo deeply interefting 'to 
the national character. It appears, however, upon the moft pofitive teftimony, that 
the donation to the army was a free and unfolicited prefent from the Nabob, be- 
llowed on Major Adams and the army, as a pledge of their faithful fervices at the moft 
critical juncture ; and a ranfom of the money and efiedts in fuch cities and towns as 
might fall into their hands, and be fubjedt to the violence of the foldiers. It is not 
therefore furprifing that this donation fliould have been voluntary, while the fum 
granted for restitution to the merchants, and a prefent to the navy, flowed with fo ill 
a grace from his excellency, who could not poffibly expert any equivalent fervices* 

.23. When we have di(patched the Lord Camden welhall proceed to enforce fuch 

of your orders as we have not already anticipated ; and you may reft aflured that 

neither prejudice nor favour to individuals fhall warp us from that duty which we owe 

to you, our conftituents, and to our own honour. 

24. Wc are forry to acquaint you, that on the 8th day of May, his excellency the 

Nabob Nudjum al Dowlah breathed his laft, after a Ihort illnefs, incurred by fome 

intemperance in eating, and increafed by a grofs habit, and unfound conftitution. 

As he was a prince of mean capacity, bred up in total ignorance of public affairs, 

this event, which formerly might have produced important confequences in the pro- 

yinces, can at prefent have no other efFeft than that of exhibiting to the eyes of the 

people 
• 3 00,000 £ 
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^people t mere change of perfom is the Nizamut. Nudjum at Dovriah dying 
without iffue, his brother Syef al Dowlah fucceeded to his dignities ; and promifes, 
xroHi the mildnefs and pliancy of his difpofition, to anfwer ail the purpofes of a Na- 
bob to the people and to the Company. At prefent he is a youth not exceeding the 
age of fixteen, which more immediately and naturally brings the adminiftration into 
the hands of perfons in whom we can repofc confidence. 

-*> 25. Before this time you have probably determined the fate of the inland Grade 
in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco ; whether it may be continued under the regulations we 
have eftablifhed, or is totally to be rclinquifhed by your fervants. We fliali there* 
forexmly obferve on this occafion, that- certain amendments are now propofed by the 
Prefident, and adopted by the Seledfc Committee, which we think will remove every 
inconvenience obferved in the prefent eftablilhment of that trade, and fecure to the- 
Company the power of rewarding or punifhing their fervaats, according to the de- 
gree of their merit or mifconduit* 

26. We are further to inform you, that the Committee nominated by us to infpeft 
into the conduct of the feveral departments at the Presidency, have entered upon the 
duty of their appointment. They have in confequence framed divers regulations^ 
which we think vvefi calculated to promote your intereft, as they are conducive to the 
order and tiifpafich of bufinefs ; for which reafon we propofe carrying them into ei> 
-edition with all convenient expedition. 

27. From obferving the greatincreafe in the ekpences x>£ living in Calcutta, the 
Committee of Infpe&ion have pufhed their regulations to a reformation of die police 
of th$ fcffteroe&t, From the general inattention of late years to this objed, the ai> 
tides of diet, wages, houfc-rent, &c. have rifen fo exorbitantly, that yotar allowance 
*o junior ferva&ts is very inadequate to their neceffary *nd unavoidable expences ; 
and this we confider as the reafon why they have hitherto been indulged with larger 
Salaries than you approve, annexed to their fcveifcl employments, lo the pixfent flou* 
rifting fittiation of your affairs, we flxould apprehend their appointments ought to af- 
ford them a decent and Sufficient maintenance, enough to preferve them agatnft eveiy 

Attempt to mewadfi antl difiioaefty, but too little to Jupport thcte in profiifioa an4 
*e*travagaooe. 

"We have the honour to he, &c 

CLIVE, J. CARNAC, Hw VERELST. 



Ko. V. 
¥+ the Nondurable the Court of Directors, &c. 

tJoNOtTRABLE SiRS> Fort William, Dec. f. 1766. 

i. In the Letter which we had the honour to addrefs to you by the Lord Camden* 
*e defcribed ev.ery material occurrence that paffed at this Prefidency, from the de* 
parture of the Ponlborne, to the date of the above difpatch. We now tranfmit in the 
packet a duplicate of that Letter* and alfo the proceedings of the ScleS Committee, 
to which wje bqg leave to refdr for a more particular detail of feds. 

E a. The 
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' \ ft *. The depofitions recorded on the face of our puKCcdj^g^rTcf^Eimg 
•6, fir, III reftitution to the merchants, and donations to th^ army and navy, £re thjem- , 
& 30. felves fo explicit and clear, as to render any further lights to guide: your 
judgment almoft unneceffary. The means exercifed to obtain thofe large dilburfements 
from the Nabob's treafury are fully declared upon oath, by the principal agents on 
either fide, A Committee exprefsly appointed for examining the fev^ral claims of the 
fufferers, hath already palled their accounts ;. we fhould therefore apprehend, that the 
queftion now to be determined is not, whether the loffes of individuals have been fairly 
Hated, but whether the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, could juftly be made accountable for 
loffes confequent on a war, of which he was not the author ; and alfo whether you 
ought to be confidered as bound in honour to difcharge fuch debts pf his excellency, 
as he could never be willingly brought to acknowledge. 

Thefeare points which we fubmit to your confideration, while we content ourfelvefc 
with obferving, that whatever opinion we may eptertain of the decrees of the Com r 
mittee of Reftitution, it would, at this diftance of time, be impoffible to enter upon 
a fatisfa&ory review of their proceedings, after fo many of the parties chiefly con- 
cerned, are either gone home or dead. 

Such a fcrutiny would, in the prefent circumftances, be attehded with many diffi- 
culties ; it would be productive of injuftice, and bear hard upon the fortunes of fuch 
individuals as had ac^jufted their claims with a fcrupulous nicety, to the amount of 
their loffes. At all events, it would furnifh a topic for clamour, and a handle for 
mifconftru&ion, to have thofe accounts now difputed, which were pafled by your 
^Governor and Council, ading here as your reprefentatives, after three-fourths of the 
v^hole had been adhially difcharged. 

$. With refpedt to his excellency's grant of a donation to Mr. Tinker, and thi 
fquadron under his command, it refts entirely with you to determine, from the evi- 
dences fet forth, whether the fervices performed by his Majefty's fhips of war in 
Bengal, merit a reward fo difproportionate to the then exhaufted condition of the 
Nabob's treafury. A court of equity will afcertain the diftin&ions to be made be- 
twixt a free gift flowing from a fenfe of obligations received, and a grant obtained by 
the unwarrantable methods defcribed in the depofitions of the witnefles examined on 
this occafion. 

4. As foon as we had clofed the enquiry into reftitution and donations, the Com- 
mittee took into confideration the feverai other orders ifliied by your Honourable 
Board, during the courfe of the laft feafon. Your remarks on the inland trade were 
fo peculiarly ftriking, and fo perfe&ly agreeable to our own fentiments, refpe&ing 
that perpetual fource of oppreffion and complaint, that we determined immediately to 
apply the moft efficacious remedies to a difeafe which muft in time have fubverted 
the conftitution, and endangered the being of the Eaft India Company. By the 
Admiral Stevens you were informed of the plan we had concerted for carrying on the 
trade in (alt, tobacco, and beetle-mtf:, for the benefit of the-Company and their fervants, 
without injury to the Nabob, and without moleftation or oppreffion of the natives* 
It was the beft and moft equitable iyftem we could then devife, yet experience hath 
fhewn the neceffity of laying the trade under further reftruftiqns, the reafons for which, 
together with the particular mode of condudting this valuable branch of commerce in 
future, are fully explained in Lord Give's minute*, entered on our Proceedings. In thofe 
emendations of the plan on which the fociety of trade was founded, all due regard 
has been paid to the fovereign prerogative of the Company, ading as collectors for 
the King, and more efpecially to the fcrupulous diftribution of natural right to the 
native inhabitants ; whence we flatter ourfelves, that the inland trade will hence- 
forward prove to you a commodious fund for rewarding the different degrees €>f merit 

amongft 

• September 3, 17669 
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\$ fcfara&tsf/ and a' Fruitful lourbe of encouragement to the induftry of . the 
tKhlnity people, who are now, without diftinCtion, admitted to a participation of its 
benefit^ \iboh the moft reafonable and moderate terms. 

T 5. To the regulations formed for conducting the bufinefs of the fociety of trade, 
we -have added a fotal prohibition of another fpecies of inland traffick, in a variety of 
articles, ufually tranfported from one diftriCt of the interior country to another, whereby' 
£h extenfive field was open for the abufe of power, and the moft notorious aCts of 
fraud and injuftice. All Europeans in your fervice, or under your protection, are now 
indifcriminately confined to trade in certain ftated articles of import and export.; 
thfc returns are to be made from the places where the goods were fold, direCtly to the 
Prefidency, or the fubordinate faCtory from whence they were difpatched ; and no 
circular traffick, by way of barter, or otherwife, is in future to be allowed from one 
Aurung to another, on pain of confifcation of the goods, and lofs of your fervice and 
protection. 

6. The complaints which we received of repeated loffes fuftained in the revenue, 
and of violence offered to the country people by the Gomaftahs, of black agents, em- 
ployed by your fervants, and Ikreened from juftice by their influence, afforded us an 
opportunity of impofing further reftriCtions upon the inland trade, by obliging thofe 
Gomaftahs to regifter their licences at the head court of the diftriCt where they re- 
fide ; a monthly return of which is to be made to the Minifters aud the Prefident 
at the Durbar, and to be compared by them with the lift of licences fent from hence 
by the cuftom-mafter. This, with other limitations fpecified in our proceedings, 
will, we doubt not, conduce greatly to the peace and good order of the country. 

7. We have alfo recalled from the Aurungs, all your fervants who were fent to 
fuperintend the investments in cloth, being well affured that thefe branches 

of the Company's bufinefs, may as conveniently be carried on without their p ' 10# 
affiftance ; and that the refidence of young gentlemen at places remote from the in- 
fpeCtion of their fuperiors, hath furnifhed the means of affuming to themfelves an au- 
thority prejudicial to the people, detrimental to the revenue, and productive of dis- 
putes with the other Europeans Companies, with whom it is our inclination to live in 
the moft amicable manner. 

8. Further to enforce the fpirit of your inftruCtions contained in para- Sc Pt< T 9* 
graphs io, 1 1 and 12, of your feparate letter, under date the 24th Decem- 
ber 1765, we deliberated on the propereft meafures for reftraining that pernicious in- 
fluence which enables a commercial Governor of this fettlement in a manner to engrofs 
in his own hands the whole trade of this country. The Prefident's minute, entered 
in our proceedings the 19 September, very clearly and forcibly expreffes the 
many falutary effeCts that muft arife to the Company and the public, from placing 
the Governor in fo affluent and refpeCtable a fituation, that his attention fhall no lon- 
ger be diftraCted with the perplexing care of an extenfive trade, nor diverted from 
the duty of his ftation by too clofe an application to ways and means of pr0moting 
his own private intereft. He is now to renounce all concerns in every branch of 
commerce, by a folemn oath and penal bond for 150,000 1. executed in the prefence 
of the Mayor's Court, the Company's fervants, and the other inhabitants of the Pre- 
fidency. He is reftriCted from every poflible method of accumulating wealth, and 
even from the lending out money at more than the common rate of intereft, or 
otherwife enlarging his fortune, except by the regular and ftated appointments of his 
office. We have not only bound him down by the ftrongeft ties of law, honour, 
and confeience, but we have endeavoured to remove every temptation to exceed the 
limits prefcribed, by rendering the emoluments of his appointment fuitable to the 
rank he holds in the fettlement, the dignity he muft neceffarily maintain in the eye* 

E 2 of 
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gf fa *#&*#, t "m&&* wofpe&of imfependcttce *ihiqjb,he ought tOfCnjqy at t^e.ciofe- 

ic Jfrr tWe purpoffes we haye afiigned to your Governor a<commiffion of 14 per Centum,, 
upon all the revenues, of which' the Company are coll cAors for the Sang ; the confulago 
on coral, the duties on coinage, and foch other emoluments apd perquifites as the 
Court of Directors ufually have annexed to his ftation and office, 
* As the Prefident's own words are moft expreffive of the meaning, of the. Committee, 
we beg leave to quot$ the following paragraph of his Lordfliip's Minute, in which he 
enumerates the happy confequences. that muft refult from divcftin&the Brefident of 
all other cares than thofe of his ftation. 

" Although by thefe means a governor will not be able to amafs a million, or half 
f 5 a million, in the fpace of two or three years, yet he will acquire a very handfome - 
A independency,-; and be in that very fituation which a man of nice honour and true 
€L zeal for die fervice would wilh to poffefs. Thus fituated, he may defy all oppofition 
" in Council ; he will have nothing to aik, nothing to propofe, but what he means for 
a the advantage of his employers ; he may defy the law, becaufe there can be no foun-- 
* € dation for a bill of difcovery ; and he may defy the obloquy of the world, becaufe** 
11 there can be nothing cenfurable in his candti6L In fliort,.if ftabiRty can be infured to. 
** (uch a governtflent as this,, where riches have been . acquired in abundance in a 
** fliort (pace of time, by all ways* and means, and by men with or without capa— 
/K cities,, it muft be effeded by a, Governor tiius reftrided.* 

We are to obferve,, that our Prefident,. Lord Clive, has Inihfelf fct the firfti 
example of tftiat moderation which he requires in future governors of this fettlement, r 
his. Lordfhip having^ on the ift day of Oftober, taken the reftridive; oath, and. 
executed the penal ty-bond,. in. the manner ptefcribed* 

9. As we have never prefumed to deviate from your exprefs orders^ exceptmg-whetfc'. 
circumftances were fo altered as would render our obedience criminal, we entered^ 
with great reluctance upon the execution of your inftru&ions contained- in the. general*, 
letter of the 24th December, 17 65, and i£th February, 1766.. 

Mr*. Hugh Watts was, purfuant to thefe orders, called upon to refund the amount ofV 
commiffion he had drawn, at the Tate of 2 -J- per -Centum^ upon the revenues of Mid- - 
napore ;. but as this commiffion had firft been eftablifhed by a Committee of Lands, , 
and was afterwards confirmed by your Prefident and Council, we accepted in lieuj 
of money,, of his -bond,, made payable in cafe vou fliould think proper to repeat your: 
injunctions after we had represented the circumftances of the affair. 

iq. In the fame manner we called.upon Meflrs. Marriott, Lawrell, Goodwin, and I 
Graham, to refund the- whole amount of the monthly allowance received from the* 
Rajah during their residence inBurdwan ; yet, in favour of thefe gentlemen^ it muft be* 
oibferved, that the above allowance was conftantly inferted in the monthly cafli account* 
tranimitted to the Prefidency, whence it became an abfolute aft of the Board, for: 
which your fervants are no longer refponfible, . 

We likewife imagine that the commiffion drawn upon the revenues of Midnapore^ 
as well as the allowance granted by the Burdwan Rajah, muft have been known by 
the general books for more than twelve months before your orders for refunding were 
iffued. Thefe emoluments were therefore, if not abfolutely confirmed, yet tacitly 
allowed by the Court of Directors themfclves. The filence of your Honourable 
Board, and of the Governor and Council, upon a point fo immediately ftriking, may- 
very naturally be conftrued into a fufficient fandion for their conduct ; and the alter-- 
native, either to refund fums of money a&ually expended in fupporting the unavoid- 
able charges of their ftations, or of lofing the benefit of your fervice, muft therefore be 
regarded as a very particular, hardship upon thefe gentlemen. . 

for 



^Tbf tilde reafoht we iilfo accepted boc& ji^ttft^ to 

tfie fame terms as that from Mr. Watts /. and k is our : KKjueft, thM ytfu will jdcafc *» 
revoke thtfc orders, which muft prove fo itijtjrioC* to the fortunes of your juoiw 
fcirvants, afting. under the immediate orders and infpe^Qn of the Boajd. t 
The bonds are as follows : 

Mr. Watts - - -■ - - - -* '- ".- - •«• X 1,000 o . 
Mr; James Lawrell - -- - *'-.-- • g?>$2? O O 
Mr. Henry Goodwin - - - - - ",.•"• 24#opo p o 

Mr. J% Graham • : - • - * • - - - - 7>4PP o Q--. 

ii i ^— ^^^ 

Rupees 75,222 a a> : 
• «. Mr. Marriott, intending to refign the ferviee, has intimated, in reply ^ 

to our demands, that he is ready to anfwer every legal d*im upon his fortune; ' * Jfm 
m the eourts of juftice in England, 

13. Your orders for refolding the-prefetrts received by thef genrtlemen who com* 
pofed the Council and Deputation^, at the acceflion of the Nabob Nudjum al Dowlah,, 
were.duly conveyed to Meffrs. Playddl and Middleton,, the only remaining ipepibers 
of the Board who adted upon that occafion- The former has applied to the Qpard 
fbr permiffion to refign the fervice, and the fetter has- acquainted the Prefident of 
his intention to return this feafon to England 1 fy thjrt! enforcing your inftrudions any 
further appears unneceffary. 

14. In confequence of your feveral remarks oq* the management, revenues, and' 
accounts of Burdwan province, in the General letter, the v 2 4th December, we 
drre6ted*Mr. Verelft,, the Supervifor, to draw out an exa£t ftatement of the revenues, 
and an explicit anfwer to* the difficulties you have- pointed out in/the fonner ftatements 
tranfmitted to England. That gentiemap has accordingly, wirh great pains and 
attention drawn out a very full account of the receipts and difburfements of Che pro- 
vince for the laft year. He hath likewife deduced, from the bell authorities. he could 
procure* a minute detail, in the fame form, of alj .receipts and difburfements of money,, 
from the period when that province was firft • affigncd over to the Compa- 

jty % and thefe accounts he has accompanied with a letter addrefled to the- ' a8 * 

Seleft Committee, which, we- hope, will explain every inconfiftency, account for 
every deficiency, and-folve every material difficulty reprefented by your Honourable 
Board. 

15. From the Refident «t Midnapore*s tetter to the Supervifor,. and' the 
accompanying accounts, you will perceive the great increale of the revenues * ,4# 
of that province fince Mr. Verelft s appointment ;. you will atfo obferve from the reso- 
lution <rf the Committee wheft Mr. Graham's letter was under confideration, the method 
in which wepropofe conduflihgthe bufihefe of that province and Jellafore in future,. 
in order the Company may receive the full value of the lands, without opprefling; 
the Zemindars or diftreffing the landholders, whole eafe and happinefs muft ever be 
infeparable from the true iutcrcft of their mailers* 

16. The King's revenues, of which we are now the collo6tors > we have reafon- 
to believe* will fall very little fliort of the fiims fpecified in our tetter by the Lord 
Camden. In the lift of padect we tranfinit general Abatements* . for the prefent year„ 
of the revenues .of Bengal and Bahar, the large increafe upon which muft in great 
meafure be afcribed to Mr. Sykcs's affiduity, and to Mahomed Reza Cawn's profound 
knowledge in the finances. Without this diligence and fkill in the executive officers,, 
all the attention of the Committee to fupport- the influence of government, to 
enforce obedience of the Zemindars, and to prevent frauds, embezzlements, and de- 
predations committed on. the revenue, would fail to produce the required effedt. 

17. The- 
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6f this country ah ob|e£t of th^.utmpfl; imptprtance, not only to the Company, but .jftj 
the Britifh nation." As theflj'are the only means we can at prefent devife, whereby 
you can enjoy the^ full^ fruits of his Ma^eft^'s royal grant of the Dewanny, we fhaU 
continue to ex3rt 6fif tifmoTl endeavours to "extend the inveftment every year; and 
we propol? continuing to fugply the China market with money, until your prohibition 
to the contnuyihall arrive, or advice from the Supercargoes, that they have a fuperfluitjr 
in their hinds.' Incohveniencies will undoubtedly attend this annual exportation of 
treafure; b,ut .when, wc reflect .jon the great addition already made to the current 
fpecie of the country by , the gpld cpifiage, and likewife that even fhould your fales 
fall, yet-%ill every Jocreafe of yqur myeftment prove fo much adtual money remitted 
to your coffer's, we are inclined to think this the moil eligible fyftem that can be 
purfu :d at prefenit. . JWe are* further to- confider, . that while foreign nations are pro- 
viding their invellments with money borrowed at a high premium, you are only 
fending . home in goods k thc furplus of an immenfe revenue, which may truly be 
regarded as fo muqh clear gain to the Company and to the nation. 

18. But this great and . national object is not to be fecured and perpetuated without 
your unremitting attention to our military eftablifliment, and maintaining a force 

proportioned to the rifk incurred by the extenfion of your influence and poffeffions. 

^he difmiffion of the Nabob's ufelefs military rabble, and of thofe troops kept up by the 
„ .ajahs and the Foi z Jars, in their fever;al diftridts, for the purpofe of enforcing the 
collections, hath obliged us to raife eight battalions of independent Sepoys ; fo that; 
notwithftanding the great number. of recruits fent out this year from England, not- 
withftftnding the liberal fupply of .troops granted by your Prefidency at Fort St. 
George, fo general was the mortality on board the tranfports, fo greap the lofs from 
the Falmouth's misfortune, and fo fatal the effe&s of the late unhealthy feafon, that 
we cannot avoid being alarmed at the extraordinary difproportion of numbers between 
your European and. black infantry. The very fignal mftance of fidelity and attach* 
inent exhibite4 by the fcpoys, during the late mutiny of the officers, might indeed 
fee fufficient to quiet our apprehensions, and remove all fufpicion of their conduct, if 
experience the preceding year, of their dangerous infolence and turbulent fpirit had 
iiot evinced the neceflity of keeping the black troops in awe and fubjedtion. 

19. We therefore moft earneftly requefl: that you will try, by every poffible means^ 
to complete the European infantry to the number fbecified in our addrefs by the 
Admiral Stevens ; and that- effectual meafures may be taken to prevent crouded 
{hips, to difpatch your recruits at an early feafon, and to guard againft the infamous 
practices of owners, hufbands, and officers of fliips, whereby the lives of hundreds, 
of men are facrificed, whofe fervlces would be valuable to the nation, and altogether 
invaluable to the Company. 

20. In the letters from the public department, your Council have frequently ex- 
pretfed their wilhes that you would comply with the military (lore-keeper's indents 
for hats and flioes. We now make it the requefl of this Committee, that the. 
brigades may in future be fully fupplied with articles fo efiential to a foldier'si 
cloarhing, and which are not to be procured here in a fufficient quantity at any> 
price. 

2 1 . At the fame time we beg leave, once more, to repeat the neceflity of your pur- 
faing the moft vigorous fteps to prevent the exportation of fire-arms and ammunition 
to any part of India. . It is not fufficient that \ye guard againft this illicit, and perhapa 
fatal trade, at your Prcfidencies of Fort St. George, and Fort William, unlefs the 
fame care be taken at Bombay, Bencoolen, 'and your fa&ories on the Malabar coaft ; 
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ince the, arms imported at thpfe places are foon conveyed by country veffds, and 
rther means, to the moft rfemote pairts ofHihdoftan. ' ; \- ' ■ : 

22. The accompanying duplicate of our letter by the Lord Camden, will adviffe 
u of the profpeft we then enjoyed of uninterrupted peace and tranquility in 
flgal. Nor is this profpedt more vifionary or remote at prefent, notwithftanding 

the King has plied every engine of ftate artifice and deceit to difturb the repofe of 
the empire, by arming for the purpofes of his wild ambition, a power who, in a 
fhort time, would {hake the foundation of his throne, and deprive him of that inde- 
pendent and comfortable revenue which he now poffeffes for the fupport of his dig- 
nity. Difappointed in the King's promifes of affiftance from us, the Maharattas have 
ever fince remained feemingly irrefolute how they fhall ad, at fome diftance from the 
frontiers of the Korah province, which was ceded to his Majefty laft year by treaty: 
They have not yet attempted to moleft the King, our ally Sujah al Dowlah, or us; 
yet for the greater fecurity we have directed the fecond and third brigades to march 
towards the Caramnafla, to fupport Sujah al Dowlah, if he fhould require our af- 
fiftance, and to confirm that terror of our arms with which the Maharattas feem al- 
ready to be ftrongly impreffed. This motion we expeft will produce the full effed:, 
without flriking a blow. 

23. We learn with great fatisfa&ion by the lateft advices from the coaft, that all 
differences with Nizam Allee are likely to be removed. Should this defireable event 
take place, we hope to concert a plan of operations with the Prefidencies of Ma* 
drafs and Bombay, which will effectually prevent our being molefted in future by 
the Maharattas, by obliging them to confine their whole attention to the preferva- 
tion of what they now poflefs. At prefent they are the only power who can excite 
difturbances in Bengal ; nor have we any thing further than a mere temporary inter- 
ruption to our collections to apprehend even from the Maharattas ; fince with our 
well-difciplined and numerous army, we may bid defiance to the moft powerful coun* 
try army that can be brought in the field. 

24. Having maturely considered your orders, conveyed in paragraph 39 of your 
general letter by the Lord Camden, we entirely agree in opinion that the govern- 
ment hath undoubted right to oblige the inhabitants to contribute their proportion of 
expences neceflary to the fecurity of the ■ fettlement. But as not only the propriety 
of fuch an affefTment, but even our power of levying tax;es hath been queftioned, 
and this propofal already rejected in the confutation of the Board in the year 1762* 
we chufe to avoid renewing it at a junfture when the affluence of the Company 
renders it lefs. neceflary, and when fuch an exertion of authority might poffibly revive 
difcontent, and re-kindle thofe fparks of fedition, which have been too recently fup- 
prpfled to admit of a certainty that they are thoroughly extinguiihed. However, left it 
fhould hereafter be thought expedient to affefs the inhabitants for the purpofe men- 
tioned, or for any other meafure of government, we could wifh to recommend 
that you would pleafe to confult the learrifed in the law, how far the authority of your 
Governor and Council, a&ing here as your reprefentatiyes, extends over the property 
of the inhabitants living under their protection. 

25. You will obferve from our proceedings, that Mr. RumbokTs ap- Sep. 10, 15, 
pointment to a feat at the Board, with the (landing he held at your Pre- and *9* 
fidency of Fort St. George, was confidered by Meffrs. Alderfey, Kelfall, and Flo- 
yer, as an injury to themfelves, and a fuperceflion, • which their conduct at the 
Board no way juftified. At the fame time we confefs the merit of thefe gentlemen, 
we muft obferve, that the injury would have been (till greater to Mr. Rumbold, 
had he been denied that rank in Council, to which he was intitled by faithful fer- 
vices. Our objection was not to him, but to a fele&ion from this eftablilhment, 
.* , which 
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which Wfc conceived wduld ferve only to aggravate fhc general di (content'? nil 
we therefore gave him affurancesr at the time, that bis fuperceffion would be tern* 
porary. 

With the Committee's declaration- that fuch afiiirahces had been giren^ tve are of 
opinion the Madrafs gentlemen might have remained fatisfied, until the fentimenta 
ot the Court of Directors could be received ; fince it is "evident we were reduced by 
•seceffity only to this meafure, without intention x>f injuring, or in any degree fupei* 
Ceding Mr. Rumbold, whofe lervices to the Company, both in a civil and military 
capacity, defervedly entitle him to an exemption from every ihdigrilty. 

26. The public department will advife you of Mr, Sumrier^s refignation, and of 
his having taken his paflagc in this fhip ; we ihall not proceed to fill up the vacancy 
his departure has occaltoned in the Committee, until his Lordfhip is able to attend 
the bufiuefs. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 



<HJVE f JOHN CARNAC, HL VERELST. 



No. VI." 

c To thi Rtmowrubk the Cwrt of DireBors, fifr, * * 

*. At the time we were hongtmd wkh your commands by t*he Mercury packet* 
Lord Ctive** ievefc indlfpofitidn obliged us to defer making any particular reply ( 
we therefore contented ourfelves with general expFeffions of thanks tor the approba* 
tfoti you are pteafod to bdftow on our oonduft, and the -confidence you repofe in the 
aftal and attachment of the deleft Committer 

2. Having face his Lordftiip\ recovery more maturely cotifidered your letter, we 
\>cg leave to repeat our acknowledgments with the livelieft fenfe of <kity and gratis 
tude ; and to ail'ure you* that finding ourfelves mope completely armed with the 
fan&ion of your authority, *e £haH proceed with boklndfs and vigour upon the fame 
principles t-hat feave hitherto guided our Heps* and produced thofe events which yoa 
do us the honour to<cw&far -as important *nd fortunate to the Company. 

3. When fitft we embraced tike political fyftem now trftablHhed, it was with diffi- 
dence ; when we entered upon the corre&km of abides, and the puniihment of mifc 
-condud, it was with-relu&anoe ^ but fenfible that the one and the other were eflen* 
tially neceffary to the liability of government, and even to your exiftence in this 
country, we jratfued our metfures with that diiinteFefted zeal which we hoped would 
merit your applaufe ; and we now receive in your approbation, the moft acceptable 
reward of our labours. 

4* It'is with extreme fattsfe&ion we perceive, that you agree with us in opinion, 
<refp*edting the expediency of the royal grant of the Dewanny. The neceffity and 
rtftility ofthis grant become ^every day more evident. All caufe of contention with the 
-government is now removed ; fecurity to the property, freedom to the tracte, and 
jfttotedkm to the pecfons of the native inhabitants are inlured. Funds for thejmj- ' 
vHkm of your mveftments, for the maintenance of your troops, and for the necemtiei 
of war, are eftablifhed. Influence to command refped is acquired ; and we may, m 
*mr prefent <5kcumftances, be 'regarded as the iprmg which, concealed under the fiaf . 
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•^Jow & the NaboVs name, fecretly gives motkm to this vaft machine of government, 
without offering violence to the original copflitution. The increafe of our own, and 
diminution. of his power, are effected without encroachment on his prerogative. The 
Nabob holds in his hands, as he always did, the whole civil adminiftration, the diftri- 
Butioti of juftice, the difpofalof offices, and all thofe fovereign rights which confti- 
tute the eflence of his dignity, and form the mod convenient barrier between us and 
the jealoufy of the other Europeian fettlcments. 

' 5. As to the fun&ions of this office of Dewaimy, they have, fince we came into 
pofleffion, been exercifed as you direct by the refident at the Durbar who ads as 
colleftor of the King's revenue, under the infpe&ion and controul of the Select Com- 
mittee. In conjunction with Mahomed Reza Cawn, he fuperintends the whole collec- 
tions, receives the monthly payments from the Zemindars, diflmrfes the ftated re- 
venues appropriated to the King and the Nabob, enquires into the caufes of defi- 
ciencies, yedreffes injuries fuftained or committed by the officers of the revenue and 
tranfmits the accounts of his office, the invoices of treafure, and the monthly ac- 
count of the treafury^ with every other occurrence of importance to the Prefident and 
Sekdt Committee. 
<6. The collections of the province of Bahar we have thought proper to place under 
* the immediate direction of the Chief at Patna, who a<Sts jointly with Shetabroy, and 
Subordinate to the refident at the Durbar, to whom he makes his confignments of 
•treafure, and tranfmits monthly accounts of his office, which the refident forwards to 
«s. The diary you recommend would certainly conduce much to the regularity and 
Itteflrod of office; but as we are afraid of 'diftra&ing his attention, by prefenting too 
gteat a variety of different obje&s to his mind, we muit at prefent leave the par- 
ticular mode of carrying on bufinefs to the refident*s own difcretion. His corre- 
fpondence, however, with the Natives, and copies of ill letters he may fend or re- 
ceive in his public ftation, we ihall *di*e& him to forward to us, with duplicates and 
triplicates to be transmitted in our general packet. 

7. For the greater precifion in the management of your affairs, we have confidered 
the Whole bufinefs of the Dewanny as purely political ; it is therefore kept feparate 
and apart from that of your former pofleffions, the direction of which will, in future, 
be left to the Governor and Council, in the manner explained in the next para* 

"8. To avoid confcfion and delay iti tiranfadting the multiplicity of affairs, now 
dependent on this Prefidency, we have drawn a line, whereby their diftinft and * u 
jefpe&ive provinces are marked out and affigned to the Council and Seleft Committee. 
To the former we have allotted the difburfehient of money, ordering, preparing, 
and directing your mveftments, managing your Calcutta lands, and Pergunnahs, 
collecting your revenues of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, together with 
the current bufinefs of the Prefidency, fubordinate Factories, and Aurungs, with 
whatever may any way relate to the trade and navigation of India. Thefe were the 
proper dbje&s of the attention of your Prefident and Council, before the Company's 
influence and power became fo enlarged, before the armies they maintained, the al- 
liances they formed, and the revenues they pofiefied, procured them a confideratioh 
4ts a fovereign and politic, as well as a commercial body. 

o. To the Seledfc Committee is referved the power of making treaties, con- 
ducting negotiations, and contracting alliances ; of ordering and directing every ' ** 
thing relative to the operations of war, the defence of the country, and to military af- 
fairs ; of fettling the amount of the annual revenues, and collecting them in quality of 
Dewan for the King ; of iffuing orders to the refident at the Durbar, and correfponding with 
A^cjQuntry powers ; in a word, of carrying on whatever bufinefs may affedt the govern- 
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mbnt, or the political and military jntereft, of our honourable employers/ with tt^> 
farther refervation of the powers delegated to the Committee, of interfering upon fuch 
occafions as they may judge neceffary to the good of the Company, and general wel- 
fare of the country, 

10. Such are the regulations under which we propole to conduCt the bufinefs of this 
Prefidency in future, and which we hope will meet with your approbation. In mark- 
ing the limits affigned to each department, we have obferved all poffible regard to 
the honour of the Board, and to the natural boundaries of what your pofleflions were, 
and what they now are ; with this view efpecially, that if, upon any future emergency, 
or reverfe of fortune, we ihould be forced to relinquish our late acquifitions, and re- 
turn to our former condition, we may do it with the leaft injury to your affairs. 

i z. In the lift of packet by the Cruttenden, we fent you a general eflimate of revenue 
for the prefent year, to be collected in the province of Bengaland Bahar, in the manner 
fixed and adjufted at the laft Poonahs. For your farther fatisfaCkion, we now tranfmit a& 
explicit account of the receipts and.difburfements of the Dewanny treafury, from the 
above period ; whence you will obferve, that the monthly payments have been ftriCtly 
kept up, and that the annual collections are likely to anfwer our moft fanguine ex- 
pectations. Should any deficiency arife upon the prefent ftatement, it muft proceed 
from the regulations we have made for the increafe of your own inveftment, which, 
necefifarily reftrain many articles of private trade, that always paid duties to the go- 
vernment ; and alfo from the impoffibiUty of our enforcing the collections in the re- 
mote frontier provinces, where many independent Rajahs refide, with the fame degree 
of authority exerted under the immediate eye of your refident at the Durbar. 

12. Senfible of the importance of thefe revenues to the Company, and convinced 
by experience that it requires the moft unremitting diligence to prevent the natives 
from eluding payment of the ftated collections, your SeleCk Committee will ever be 
attentive to fupport, with all their influence, the authority of the refident at the Dur- 
bar, and to fee their orders for reftraining the pernicious interpo&tkm of your fervants in 
the affairs of government rigoroufly enforced. As early as the month of November, 
1765, weftrictly prohibited all your fervants, civil and military, from lending money 
to the Zemindars, without firft obtaining the content and approbation of the Minifters* 
_ But obferving this order m^ght be evaded, under various pretences, we have 

' 3,# now, agreeable to your directions, enjoined, on pain of immediate difmiffion from 
your fervice > that no perfon whatever, living under protection of the Company, (hall lend 
money at a higher rate of intereft than 1 2 per Cent, per annum, except on Refpondentia 
only. As the fuccefs of the Durbar refident** endeavours to complete the annual 
collections depends in a great meafure upon the punCtual obfervance of this highly 
hecefiary regulation, you may reft afiured, that nothing in our power fhall be wanting 
t& exaCt implicit obedience ; and that we fhall, without regard to perfbns, punifh the 
offenders with the utmoft feverity. 

1 3. When firft .we received from his Majefty the grant of the Dewanny, and entered 
vpon the collection of the Royal revenue, we committed this important charge to 
the management of Mahomed Reza Cawn, under the immediate infpeCtion of the 
refident at the Durbar. We could not conveniently, before we received your ap- 
probation of the fteps we had taken, affign ftated falaries to the minifters, and we. 
were therefore obliged to connive at their receiving, for the maintenance and fupport 
of their dignity, certain emoluments and perquifites which have always, by the cuftoftf 
of the country, been annexed to their ftation and offices. 

*4« Mahomed Reza Cawn has now of himfelf, with great delicacy of honour, re- 
prefented to us the evil confequences that muft enfue troth the continuance of this 
practice; fines, by fuffering the principal officers of the government to depend, fcrf? 

the 
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tht iuppprt^f their dignity, on the precarious fund of perquifites, we in a manner 
oblige them to purme opprefKve and corrupt meafures, equally injurious to the 
country and to the Company* We are likewife of opinion, that it is more becoming 
the dignity of your government, more confiftent with your true intereft, and more 
conformable to the plan we have adopted of conciliating to us the minds of the na- 
tive?, that a flop (hould, in future, be put to the neceffity of thofe exactions, which, 
though cuftomary, muft neverthelefg be grievous to the people ; and we have there- 
fqrc, upon due confederation of the neceflary expences confequent on their rank* 
Ration, and offices, afligned twelve lacks of * supees a year for the mainte- • 
napce and fuppott of Mahommed Reza Cawn, Roy Dullub, and Sheubroy, % 3t * 
who hold ia ; their hands the moft important employments of die government* 
, 15* In ^ftabliihing this fund for the maintenance of the principal officers of 
ftate, we have had a particular regard to the amount of their perquifites, which will 
henceforward be annexed to jthe revenues, to their elevated ftations, and to the expe- 
diency of iupportrog them in ail the ihew and parade requifite to keep up the autho- 
rity and influence qf their refpe&ive offices* As they are all men of weight and confi- 
deration in the country, who held places of great truft and profit under the former 
government, we . farther propofed, by this ad of generality, to engage their cordial 
lervic^s, and confirm them fteady in our intereft, mice they cannot hope, from the 
moft fuccefeful ambition, to rife, to greater advantages by any change or revolution 
of aflairs. At the fame time it was reafonable we {hould not lofe fight of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn's pad fervices ; he has purfuod the Company's intereft with fteadinefs and 
diligence ; his abilities qualify him to perform the moft important fervices. The un- 
avoidable charges of his particular fituation are great ; in digpity he ftands iecond 
to the Nabob only ; and as he engages to increafe the revenues, without injuftice or 
oppreflion, to more than the amount of his falary, and to relinquish thofe advan- 
tages to the amount of eight lacks, of f rupees per annum, which he heretofore enjoyed, 
we thought it proper, in the distribution of falaries, to confider Mahomed Reza Cawn 
in a light fuperior to the other Mjnifters. , This we have recommended to the Pre* 
fident, who wi?l adjuft, with their approbation, the feveral proportions to be drawn 
from the above appointment. We have only to obfervc farther upon this fubjed, 
that great and: enormous as the fum muft appear which we have allotted for the fupjport 
of the minifter» of the government, we will not hefitate to pronounce that it is 
neceflary and reafonable, and will appear fo. on confideration of the power which 
men employed on thofe important fervices have either to obftruft or promote the 
public good, unlefs their integrity be confirmed by the ties of gratitude and in- 
tereft. 

. *6. Previous to the arrangement made of public bufinefs, whereby all your 

former pofleffions arc delivered over in charge to the Governor and Council, we ' ** 

had under confideration the letting the Calcutta lands to new tenants, upon frefh 

leafes. Such was the refolution of the Committee, on the 2d of December, 1765, 

to which purpofe, advertifements were then publilhed. A lift of fanners were fe- 

k&ed from the great number of candidates who offered themfelves, in framing which 

we had a particular regard to the character and fervices of thofe perfons admitted 

to the benefit of lands. 

17. If you will pleafe to refer to the Prcfident's Minutes at the time we 

granted the former leafes, you will find that his Lordfliip then entertained cc " * ,7 s • 

lufpicions of fraud in the management of the Pergunnahs. In confequence, we .had 

fet on foot an inquiry, the effects of which appeared, as we were on the paint 06 

dating our agreement with the new farmers ; and this determined us to poftpone the 

Fa intended 
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grants unttfcthe xith day o^^pHl.nsxt, thai: our rdfettches {nto tlw cTarit 

affair might not be obftruftedrby £bfti coHufien and" artifice of the new tetanus. THe 

frefh leafes will .then: be made; out by the Prefident* and Council*, we doubt n6t 

v with'a very considerable ; ihcreafe : oi»-rent, arifing from an equal afletfmetitr, according 

to the real value of the landss ' for we would avoid every aft o£ violence and oppref- 

^fioo, as well as of ftivptir*and partiality, to individual**. 

a /^;*8« Immediately upomreceiptof your orders. for commencing fiats againft your 
Ifervants who had received prefents at the aceeffion of the late Nabob, we formally 
, demanded, by a letter from our Secretary, full reftitution of Meflrs. Playdell and 
Middletcm, now in Bengal, and of the attorneys of thofe gentlemen whaaie returned : 
to England. Mr, PlaydelTi anfwer we have not yet received ; Mr. Middtaxm's is annex- - 
. ed to our proceedings, and we beg leave to recommend it to your confi deration, ^ 

-, * * as we are well aflured that gentleman was entirely ignorant of your orders for fign- 
Jhg covenants at the time he accepted the prefentss. The - reputation <ef ftrift honour and .: 
integrity which Mh Middleton always maintained in your ferriee, obliges us to i 
wifh that you- would pjeafe to diftinguifh him from thofe other* fervanfstwho have - 
incurred your difpleafure, by dropping a ptofecution that rauft be attended tokh J ruift • 
to his fortune and family. For thefe reafons, and as he has. agreed to -give w fecurity 
that he will anfwer to- you, or us,, every legal demand upon- hi* fortune,- we have - 
thought proper to avoid filing- the bill of difcovery, &c»* which you-dired/* 

19. Agreeable to your orders, and to the direftions contained in the opinion of his . 
Majefty's Attorney and Sollicitor General, we are preparing- -to file -bills* agakuft the/ 
pother gentlemen, upon the refufal of their attorneys* to anfwer our- demand without 
authonty from their conftituents. Upon inquiry, we find thM «one of their effed* 
are in poffeffibn of the Company; and we apprehend that fcruples < will- arife in thfe 
payor's Cburt as to the power of >attaehing-fuch eflfe&s as*may be depofited in the : 
hands- of their agents, or ofi'thc natives. . We ftall, ihowevery literally follow your 
ihftrudtibns as far as circumftances will admit, and we can -aft cen&ftffttly with your - 
Jfecurity, in a place where die profeffidn of the law -is exercifed by- men who feptn 
to derive all their knowledge by inheritance, or to poflef^ it from -intuition* without 
previous ftudy or application- 

20. We come now to fpeak to your ihftfu&idns relative to thfe iiilknd trader, which 
you very juftly confider as the* foundation of all the bloodfhed, maffacres, and con* - 
fufion, which have happened of late years *ii Bengal. Your orders are pofitive, and . 
t ...therefore our obedience fh all beimplfoit; Accordingly you will obfeive in our pro- 
J **' * * ceedingSy.that the fociety for CQftdu&ing'this branch of traffick ftands- absolutely 
abolifhe4 on the firft day of September next. The contracts for the prefent year being ; 
foiroed, and 7 large advances made, it was ilnpoffible, without ruin to individuals^ ana ; 
confufion to the public, to fix- an earlier date for the execution of- your orders* 

21. But although our dilty obliges -us to pay theHrifie^obedlence to yonr pe- 
remptory orders for abolifhing a trade to whieh you-cxprefs * fo ftrong an averfion* -, 
the fame duty requites we Ihould '<• fpeely oflfer our ' fentiments upQn a- fubjoft itr 
which we think your immediate intereft, the good of the iervice, and the public* • 
welfare, are deeply concerned. The -Honourable- Court -of Directors, and indeed 
the whole body of Proprietors, found it neceflary to reftraift by covenants - thcitf . 
civil and.xnilitary ftrvants from receiving thofe advantages, to- which- they had for • 
many years been accuftomed. It is likewife propofed* in order that you may enjoy- 
the real fruits of your late acquifitions, to makefuch an increafoof inveftment,- .par- 
ticularly - in- filk, as- will effectually deprive your fervantS' of 'the ufual benefit arifing* 
from private trade. Farther, that the revenues may. not be injured -in. any degrecy 
they are prohibited from lending money a at a higher rate than 12 per Cent, per 

*■ ' . ' annum jr 
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fr phi n n ? and a twkteby fea; in the toamrfaftuifes pf the country, being Che onlj^rt- 
rttwining; channel fot the' e&ertfon of induftryy tfcifc likewife is choaked up by tfcofe 
iboab of free merchants annually imported, who being incumbered with no public 
vbufinefs, nor -confined torefidence in Bengal, can carry on a free trade with, every 
port: in India, "to much greater advantage than* your fervants. 

22. Taking all thefe circumftances into confideration ; reflecting; alio* upon the 
-great incrcaf* o£* luxury of late years, in confequence of the Hidden influx of . wealthy . 
amthJiat ir will hot be practicable for a time to reduce the charges of living to the 
-prefem means fcf fupporting thofe charges* we adopted,, in confequence of your per- 
miffion, the plan of a regulated and refolded inland trade, as the: beft method of 
•awarding faithful fervices, thefureft means to excite zeal, and the faireft mode of ^ 
carrying ov a beneficial trade, without relinquilhing all the advantages we have hi- 
therto ■ received, or fubje&ing the natives- to thole eneroachments on their, natural 
rights, of rfhioh they have with too much reafon complained. 

• 23. OuHetter by the Camden, and proceedings by the Cruttendfen, .will explain 
to you the regulations of the original plan of the fociety, which took place in the 
month of- September laft. Under thefe regulations die trade can- fcarce be con* 
£dered in the odious light of a monopoly, fince we are rather the agents for manu- 
facturing the fair,, than the proprietors* of the trade. It is fold in Calcutta to the 
natives, only, and to the utter exclufionof all Europeans, at an eafier rite than, it 
over could be procured when under the management of the government, .before we 
were admitted to any participation. The natives tranfport'it to alLthe different parts 
of the country, under fuch limitations thank* muft reach; the hands of the container 
at a dated and moderate price. Hereby the people fenlibly feel the juftice and '-le- 
nity of your government; and your fervants, who have. attained the higheft ftafions> 
after a courfe of many years (pent in this unfavourable climate, reaf>r3ie reward of 
their Services, and enjoy the means t of fecuring that independence to which, .they 
have fo equitable » claim- 

24. We are now dire&ed totally to renounce air ffiare and* benefit, arifingifi-brn 
this trade u it muft ba m^de over, to the. natives^ The government muft of courfe 
oome iftto pofleffion ; . nor can it be, carried on otherwife than upon the ancient fooN 
i&g of farming it out to the minifters, officers, favourites;' and- dependents ©»*the 
government, who will rear immenfe fortunes upon the oppreflion and ruin of the- 
public, ifc-^delpite of vOurutmolV influence aniUendeavouro- Thefe areatprefent our 
fwfpicions; time alone can verify our conje&ures. You,. no doubt, .will maturely, 
confider how far it is probable men will continue honeft againft all thfe fedudions of- 
private intereft ; and whether it may not-be -neccflary to ftreagthen the ties^of that 
duty expe&ed from your fervants, by the lighter bonds of gratitude for the affltr- 
ehce which they enjoy during the -time of their fbrvitude^ and the independency they . 
ought to fecure hfcfore the clofe of their labours. 

* 25. By the Admiral Stevens we earnestly recommended thati the Seleft Committer 
might be continued; You are plcafe** to approve our fentiments, which »expcriencer 
has rather confirmed ?than altered. You have entrufted Lard Clive wkhithe* powers* 
of . abolifliing it entirely, or of ^continuing it? under fuch regulations, as. he (hall think: 
mod conducive to your fervice. His Lordfhip, who joins with us in opinion. thatr 
this government, upon its prefent .eftablifliinenr, cannot, properly- be • conduced, ex- 
cept by a Selett Committee, compofed of your fervants y of the>greateftzeal, inte- 
grity, and abilities, faas delivered in, as the daft aft of his adminiftration, a propofal for 
continuing the Committee after his departure, in* the manner exprefied in ^his - letter, „ 
entered' in our proceedings. The gentlementpropofed to fill up the vacancies, are- - 

ftdi as we could nQt but approve; and the plan laid down by his Lordfhip> for the a # * 
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guidance and dirfe&km of the Committee, fo clearly chalks due the path which we 
ought to purfue, and the only path which can lead to your honour and inteccfta, 
that if we deviate from, it, it mull proceed not from ignorance, but inclination ; 
and we become in all refpe&s accountable for the confequence of fuch deviation/ 

26. It is with the deepeft -concern we muft obfcrve to you, that, after due confe- 
deration of the prefent -ftate of your fervice in Bengal, and of the unfitnefs of 
feme, and the youth of others, who (land next in fucceffion to Council, we thought 
Tin 6 ** e ^ ent ^ly necfeflary to flop the courfe of promotion, and to pafs an 

• * * ' . aft of this Board, 'that no vacancies which might happen , in : Council, 
fhould be filled op, until your further pleafure could be known. The importance; 
of this ftation being now greatly raifed, by the increafe of your revenues and influx 
«nce* it is of the laft confequence that the management of fuch weighty concerns 
Jfcould only, pais through the hands of men of the greateft experience and abilitica 
you can feleft. : ,; 

27. The Prefident and Council, we are forty to remark, have incurred your cen- 
fare, for purchafin* the' Admiral Stevens, at our recommendation. We confidered 
far advices were, of too much; importance to the Company to be retarded, 011 act- 
count of a trifling difference of cxpence. Your acquiffcions* of which you had theft 
the ifrft notice, could only be .fecured by an early reinforcement of troops. To 
liter the destination of your China 4hi|>, would have proved injurious to your va- 
luable investment, as fhe carried a large fupply of treafure. The Kent we knew to 
be a bad- fatter ; and the expedient we fell upon appeared to be the only refburca* 
We are further to obferve, that in the furvey made of the Admiral Stevens we were de- 
ceived, as fte afterwards proved to be in a worfe condition than was reported by the 
matter-attendant and officers, 

28* The Perfian tranflator having for fome time paft been too much indifpofed to 
attend to bufinefs, we are under the necefiky to poftpone, till the difpatch of the latter 
ihips, the complete fet of country correfpondence which we propofcd tranfhatting by 
die Britannia. 
:. • We have the honour to be, &c» 

F«rt WilHu* Jan. *4» 1767* 

CLIVE, H. VERELST, J. CARN AC, F. SYKES. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

1 

We have juft received from the Council at Canton, a narrative of the loft> 
of the Earl Temple, in the China feas. This account was taken from the declaration, 
of three of the crew, who arrived at Canton, one of whom the Supercargoes have fent 
to Bengal, to affift in navigating a veflel we propofe fending, in hopes to fave the liver ' 
of feveral <Jf our countrymen, who are now confined, in a wretched condition, to. the 
(mail boundaries of a defolate iflaad. We transmit the narrative a number in the 
packet. 

CLIVE, H. VERELST, JOHN CARNAC, R SYKE& 
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To Mr Honourable the Court of Diriftors, Gfa 

» 

\ • 
■ « i 

Ho*. SlRS, FoftWaBwrFdwwtyiji taf^ii 

• • ■ * 

*. After accomplishing your earneft wifhes for the reftoration of peace and tranqui- 
lity in Bengal, your late Prefident, Lord Clive, embarked for England in the Bri* 
tannia, leaving the government in charge to Mr. Verelft. 

t • A duplicate of our difpatches upon that occafion, containing a recital of the raoft 
etafiderable occurrences fince the departure of the Cruttenden, we have the honour to 
tranfmit a number in the packet ; together with the proceedings of that date of the 
Select Committee* 

- 3. We fhould be wanting in the juft praifes of fuperior merit, and in gratitude for 
the effential fervices performed by Lord Clive, if we failed to acknowledge that, to 
the prudence and vigour of his adminiftration you are chiefly to afcribe the prefent 
flourishing condition of your affairs. Firm and indefatigable in his purfuitt, he joined 
id the weight of perfonal character, a zeal for your fervice, and a knowledge of your 
interests, which could not but enfure fuccefs. 

4. It would be unneceffary to remind you of the deplorable fituation in which hi* 
Lordfhip and the Committee found this Settlement. We beheld a Prefidency di- 
Tided, headstrong and licentious ; a government without nerves* a treafury without 
money, and a fervice without fubordination, difcipline, or public fpirit. We may; 
add, that amidft a general Stagnation of ufeful induftfy, and of Hcenfcd commerce,, 
individuals were accumulating immenfe riches, which they had reviShcd from the 
hkfulted Prince and his helplefs people, who groaned under the united preflure of 
difcontent, poverty, and oppreflion. 

5. Such was the condition of this Prefidency and of thefe provinces, at the time his 
Lordfhip and the Committee entered upon the arduous tafk of reformation. Your 
prefent fituation need not be defcribed. The liberal fupplies to China, the date of 
your treafury, of your investment, of the fervice, and of the whole country, declare it 
to be the fbnongeft contrail to what it was, and the moft pleafing aflemblage of for- 
tunate circumstances, and of prosperous events, that has occurred at any period. 

6. As the meafures purfued are fo fortunate as to meet with your approbation, andf 
as they precifely corrdpond with -our own fentiments, you may be allured of $>ur 
constant endeavours to preferve your affairs in the fame channel through which they 
have flowed with fuch variety of fuccefs : we therefore beg leave to repeat to you, 
what we have already declared to Lord Clive, that no motive, no confideration, Shall- 
ever induce us to depart from that fyflftit of politics, which he has recommended to 
us by precept and example, unlefs fome very extraordinary event and upforefeea 
change fhould occur in the pofture of your affairs* 

"' • V« A few days after his Lordlhip's departure, the Seleft Committee aflembled fct 
pprfuance of your orders, and of the refolution taken the 1 6th ultimo, to fill up the 
vacancies occasioned 1 by the refignarion of Lord CHve, Mr. Sumner, and General 
Carnac. Senfible of the good effeds which muft refult from our unanimity, it i> 
with pdeafbre we obferve, that all the members appearing to be adkuated by the fame 
principles, we hare before us the chearful profped of proceeding with harmony ancfc 
mutuaL confidence. 

8. It 
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8. It was with much regret we entered upoo .the exercife of thofe powers which yo* 
have been pleafed to confer on the Committee, 'by an a<ft of necefiary feverity towards 
lieutenant Butler, whom we difmifled the fcrvice for infolent behaviour, and obftinate 
difobedience to the orders of .the adting Chief at Coffimbazar. 

9. With the fame view of affertmg- the authority of your Council, and extirpating 
•every feed of fedition from the army, the Committee came to a refolution of difmif- 
fing Mr, Rider, one of your covenanted fervants, and all thofe officers who* had fub- 
fenbed to an addrefs presented to Sir Rpbert Fletcher, after that gentleman had been 
cafhiered by a court martial of field officers, and their fentence ratified by the whole 
Board. So avowed a fpiritof oppofition to the fentiments of their fuperiors, exprcflbd 
fo immediately after a general and dangerous combination, demanded the moft rigo- 
rous punilhment, 

1 10. We are "happy in the opportunity of remarking the favourable change which 
fo evidently appears in the condud: and difpofition of your civil fervants, who feem to 
ihave profited by your wholefome and feafonable correction. At the fame time thai 
it may be needTary to hold in your hand the rod of chaftifement, we cannot but offer 
it as our opinion, that very falutary effe&s may alfo be expefted from the occafional 
iexercife of your lenity and indulgence. When you have duly considered the many 
<reftri<5tions now impofed on your junior fervants, when you refled: upon the exor- 
bitant price to which almoft every article of living is rifen, we hope it will appear to 
you, as it evidently does to us, that their allowance is no way proportioned to the un-- 
-avoidable expences of the moft rigid oeconomy. 

1 1. They are now deprived the benefit of all trade ; they are reftrained from re- 
ceiving the falaries annexed to double employments, which were advantages that 
•ought to be appropriated in reward for diligence and ability. The greateft number is 
indeed reduced to your bare monthly allowance, which, it muft be owned, is too 
fcanty a fund to fecure them againft the neceffity of incurring debts that have a bad 
influence upon their morals, by entangling them in difficulties, from which every 
iineans will naturally be tried to extricate themfelves. 

12* For thefe reafons we exhort you, that a competent fubfiftence may be eftab- 
lifhed for your junior fervants, and more efpecially the writers, who have no claim to 
Duftucks ; that amidft the prefent opulence of the Company, their fervants may not 
be fuffered to live, for fome years at leaft, in penury and want. As to the freedom 
4>f this reprefentation of fafts, we are affured it will meet with your excufe, fince it 
proceeds from our duty, which obliges us to conceal nothing that fo immediately af- 
lefts your fervice and your intereft. 

1 3. Theftate of the army is likewife an objeft worthy of your consideration. In 
times of profound peace, when the troops lofe the advantages they enjoyed in the field, 
and are reduced in cantonments to half Batta, and in garrifon to their mere pay ; it is 
fcarce poflible that fubaltern officers can fubfift and maintain the appearance which 
they ought, of gentlemen. We fliall try IVery pdffible means to reduce their ex- 
Bences, and to lower the wages and number of fervants ; but abufes have prevailed 
3b long, and eftablilhed themfelves fo firmly, that to remove them will require time 
-and rigour. Colonel Smith has already made great progrefs in the reformation t>f 
your military eftabliftiment ; and we are perfuaded that the fame a&ivity which has 
"been exerted in reducing the army to order and obedience, will be continued to in- 
fluence the officers to prudence and ceconomy. 

14. In confequence of fome very juft and pathetic remonftrances, offered to the 
Oovcrnor, we have .agreed to make a farther provifion than is allowed by charter- 
party for thofe officers who are difmiffed, as well as for thofe who, having refigned 
jpour Service, are thought unworthy of being reftored, and are therefore ordered home 

by 
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ty the Board. The circunaftances of many of thofe unhappy perfons cannot but 
excite companion. Without money, without cloatHing, and without friends, they 
are, for the prefervation of order and police in the fettlement, ordered on board '(hip, 
where they can only be received on the footing of the meaneft feamen or foldiers, after 
coming abroad and fupporting in the fervice the chara&er of officers and of gentle- 
men. We have adted as we think becomes the dignity of your fituation, and as 
humanity dictates. An allowance of 30 1. for each palfenger is made to the captain, 
that being" the fum which you direct to be paid on account of officer's who cottic 
abroad ; and we are to obferve, that whether you Ihould chufe or not to continue the 
allowance, it cotild not be avoided on this particular occafion, without incurring 
the cenfure of barbarity, or fuffcring the Prefidency to be over-run with idle and di£ 
contented people. 

1 5/ In the lhort fpace of time which intervenes fince our laft difpatches, no change 
lias occurred in the politics of this country, excepting that the army of Abdalla 
ilill continues advancing towards Dehly. We fhall take into our moft mature con- 
fidcration, what confequences may refult from the arrival of this northern invader at 
the capital, refpe&ing the peace and tranquility of our allies, or of thefe provinces. 
Sujah al Dowlah continues in the fame difpofition ; and the Maharattas difcovcf no 
intentions of difturbing our repofe. The third brigade, however, flill remains ftation - 
cd in Sujah al Dowlah 's country; for which realon we thought proper to decline his 
• requeft to Sir Robert Barker, that we would intirely evacuate Chunargur; • fince wc 
confider that fortrefs as a neceflary pledge of his fidelity, and a proper fecurity to oiir 
troops while they are a&ing at his own requifition in defence of nis dominions* 

16. We now beg leave to tranfmit the complete fet of country correfpondence froft* 
the I ft of January 1766, to the clofe of the year, which from a variety of accidents 
could not be fooner prepared. The Prefident has laid before us his country corres- 
pondence, from the time he entered upon the government, the broken fett of which 
we fliall forward by the Nottingham ; and as thofe letters are considered as the moft 
authentic records of the true ftate of the country, we fhall take all poffible care to 
Jiave them regularly fent -home for your information. 

We have the honour to be, &c 

H. VERELST, RICHARD SMITH, CLAUD RUSSEL, A» CAMPBELL 



"No. VIII. 
To the Honourable the Court of Dire&ors, &c. 

• * 

Hon, SlRS, Fort William, April 10, i 7 $f, 

1. By the Nottingham we had the honour 6jf tranfmitting to you the proceeding* 
Y)F this Committee to the 10th of March, a duplicate of our aadrefs by the Duke of Al- 
bany the 19th February, aftd the Prcfident's country correfpondence to the date of 
the difoatch, 

2. The report of Abdalla's intended invafion, was the only circumftance which 
occurred to engage your particular attention during the fhoft fpace of time that in- 
tervened between the difpatch of thofe two fhips. We could add nothing with cer- 
tainty to the intelligence we received, and the plan of operations we adopted both 
which flood fully exprefled on the proceedings and correfpondence* It was> there- 

* G fore, 
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;fore, thought advifeable to. avoid giving you the trouble to perufe fentiments that could 
only be founded upon conjecture. 

3. At the time Lord Clive refigned the adrniniftration of your affairs, fome diftant 
rumors were heard of Abdalla's ambitious projects; and you will accordingly perceive 
that his Lordfhip has touched upon this fubjedt, in the fketch of your fituation in 
Bengal, which he delivered to the Committee before his departure. Circumftances - 
would not admit he ftiould enter upon particulars; and it would feem, indeed, as if 
his Lordfhip were of opinion the projcft of fo diftant an invafion was attended with 
too many difficulties to be purfued with fuccefs, or even ferioufiy propofed. 

4. In thefe fentiments we alfo joined, from a perfuafion that Abdalla was too 
• politic to embark his kingdom, his honour, and life, upon the very doubtful iflue 

of an expedition, from which he could not exped: advantages proportioned to the 
dangers, the fatigues he muft encounter, and the expence of blood he mull neceffarily 
incur. 

5. We confidered that he was divided from us by an immenfe tradt <5f country, 
almoft equally impervious during the heats of fummer and the rains of autumn ; 
that this country was inhabited by a variety of different and independent Princes and 
nations, whofe natural interefts would prompt them to oppofe the progrefs of the 
ufurper ; that he was adually engaged in war, and had met with an obftinate refin- 
ance from the Seiks, his ancient and irreconcileable foes ; that the Maharattas, a 
power equally formidable with himfelf, were afpiriug at the fame fuperiority, and 
would therefore incline, from views, of policy as well as motives of jealoufy and 
former enmity, to fet themfelves in oppofition ; that the Jauts and Rohillas, potent 
nations, who form a kind of barrier to the dominions of his Majefty and of Sujah al 
Dowlah, and who hold their pofleffions now in perfedt independency, would therefore 
be averfe to changes which could not operate to their advantage ; that the Englifh 
could not be equally the objedts of their jealoufy with Abdalla, fincc, in ceding his 
conquered country to Sujah al Dowlah, they had given fo recent and unexpected a 
proof of their moderation ; and laft'y, that if, to the evident interefts and prejudices 
of thofe feveral powers, we joined our firm and declared refolution of oppofing the 
Shaw with forces who have acquired fo high a military reputation, the ufurper would 
either be deterred from the profecution of his arduous a'ttempt, or fuch a confederacy 
would be united, as might probably keep the danger remote from your pofleffions, 
and fecure thofe of your allies. 

<5. Thefe were the conceptions we formed, upon the firft intelligence received that 
Abdalla was advancing to Dehly. The advices foon became more certain of his 
fuccefs againft the Seiks, and progrefs towards the capital. We had alfo farther 
advices of his declared intentions againft Sujah al Dowlah and thefe provinces, ta 
which he was inftigated by the intrigues of Coffim Ally Cawn. Under thefe circum- 
ftances it was thought expedient to concert a plan of defence, and reduce to a regular 
fyftem the meafurcs we thought neceffary for checking his progrefc, for animating our 
allies, and raifing the country powers to a fenfe of their own danger, fo that the out- 
lines of our operations fhould be clearly marked out before Colonel Smith repaired to 
the army. 

7. Experience of the difpofition of the natives of this country has taught, that vi- 
gorous meafures will ever produce powerful effedts on the minds of a caiuious dilatory 
people, who hefitate about forming refolutions until they are compelled by neceflity, 
or ftrongly influenced by the paffions of fear and hope- To remain inactive fpedtators 
of an invafion which threatened to overwhelm the political fyftem of all India, would 
have difpirited the King and Sujah al Dowlah, whofe dependence was on our fupport. 
It would have given courage to the invaders* and it might induce the country powers, 

from 
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'from motive* "of fear, to join his ftaridard, and to aft contrary to their interefts and 
inclinations in a general confederacy, which a timely declaration of our refolutions would 
probably prevent, or even convert to our own purpofes. In proof that thefc fentiments 
were not merely fpeculative, you are requefted to confult the letters from the King 
and Sujah al Dowlah, whereby it will appear how earned they were for a compofition 
with the Shaw, It is beyond doubt, the King was ftrongly aftuated by fear to make 

-unbecoming fubmiffions ; and that nothing but our influence with him could prevent 
his fending Meneer al Dowlah with acknowledgments, unworthy of his royal dignity, 
and highly impolitic, at a junfture when firmnefs and fpirit became eflentially ne- 
ceflary. 

. 8. With thefe views, and with the farther intention of demonftrating to the powers 
of India our religious obfervance of treaties and engagements, as weii as that we 
were under no apprehenfions from Abdalla's boafted fuperiority of numbers, we de- 
termined upon the plan entered upon our proceedings. Immediate advice of this 
our refolution was difpatched to the King and Sujah al Dowlah ; the Rohillas were 
informed of our intentions, by a letter from the Prefident ; the fame intimations were 
given to the Maharattas ; the report was fpread over the whole country, and pro- 
bably it hath already reached Abdalla's camp, that the Englifli are making prepa- 
rations to preferve the freedom and tranquility of the empire. 

9. This conjecture is rendered the more probable, as we are juft advifed by Sir 

' Robert Barker, in a letter from Allahabad, that Abdalla is returning back to Lahore, 
having compromifed, for the fum of * 25 lacks, his demands on the Indian powers. Whe- 
ther we are really to afcribe this fudden motion to the ideas he may have conceived of 
the difficulties he is likely to encounter ; or whether he means again to refume his 
defigns, we cannot affirm with certainty : moft likely it is, that he. would have ad- 
vanced to Dehly, and remained there during the rainy feafon, inftead of returning 
back fo many days march to Lahore, if he had not entirely relinquished the thoughts 
of invading Hindoftan. 

1 o. At all events, this retreat will greatly retard his projeft. It will encourage 
the Seiks to raife up frefh obftruftioiis to his progrefs, and it will afford us fufficicnt 
lcifure for every necefiary preparation ; fince, for this feafon at lcaft, we have nothing 
to apprehend. We are indeed of opinion, that all danger is in future removed, from 
that quarter, as we learn, from good authority, that the valour, the difcipline, and 
the number of our troops, have been reported to Abdalla, with fuch exaggerations, 
as feemed then to ftagger his refolution ; and there being no other power from whom 
we need conceive any great apprehenfions, we flatter ourfelves that we may venture 
to congratulate you on the profpeft there is of lading tranquility in Bengal. 

11. P61icy, however, requires we fhould hold ourfelves in cpnftant readinefs to 
oppofe every attempt to deftroy that equality and balance of power among the Princes 
of the empire, in which confifts our greateft fecurity. It is of little confequence to 
us who fhall be the fuperior; it is the gaining a fuperiority, and the aggrandizement 
of any Prince or nation, which would prove dangerous to your pofleffions. We are 
fenfiblc, however, this maxim is to be reftrained within bounds; and that the Ho- 
nourable Company's interefts require we fhould guard againft the dangerous conse- 
quences of extending our military operations, and enlarging our frontier beyond the 
circle of the Nabob's dominions. Hence we confidered it the more neceflary we 
fhould be explicit in affigning the reafons which induced us to refolve that our 
troops fhould crofs the Caramnafla to the fupport of our allies. The inftruftions of 
this Committee to Cblonel Smith, will further explain our fentiments, and convince 
you of our firft determination to adt defenfively only, and to proceed no farther than 
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good faith required, and the prefent circumftances rendered expedient. For tihiji 
ifeafbn it was, that 1 we made no propofition to the Jauts, Rohillas, or Maharattas* 

' fcft we fhould encumber ourfclves with fruitlefs Mid troublefome engagements.* The 
latter might probably have demanded the ceflion of countries, which in time would 
fender them more formidable to us than the power of Abdalla ; and it was im- 
pofEble to fuggeft to the former any expedient, whereby our alliance fhould become 
ufeful to them, except that of advancing an army to their afliftance* which would 
rteceflarily carry our military operations to a great diftance beyond our own frontier. 

1 2. Upon the whole,, the Committee joined in opinion, thjat vigorous meafures,, altho'' 
more confined, would fufficiently influence the feveral powers to declare againft Ab- 
dalla; and that if they failed of the propofed effect, we ought not to proceed farther* 
You may, therefore* reft afliired we fhall fteadily purfue this condufl:,. and never be 
ihduced by any confiderations to form connections that may lead us to diftant ex- 
peditions. 

ij. When, however, we confider the many unforefeen dangers, and Hidden irrup- 
tions, to which your pofleffions in Bengal are perpetually expofed, our duty obliges* 
us to requeft,. in the mod earneft manner, that you will not fuffer your attention to^ 
be diverted from completing your military eftablifhment in the manner propofed by 
Lord Clive. We now tranfmit a duplicate of the general return, which went a 

. number in the Nottingham's packet, whence you will perceive, that owing to a va- 
riety of accidents, the regiments are now lefs complete in effective men than when, 
.we reprefented their condition by the Admiral Stevens. 

14. We alfo beg leave to obferve, that, with. refpe& to fire-arms, we fhould 
find the troops very much diftrefled were they "under the immediate neceflity of 
altering upon a&ion. The Pergunnah battalions are fcarce half armed, notwith*- 
ftanding we detained twenty-two chefts of arms deftined for- yoyr Prefidency. at 
Bombay* It therefore becomes of the moft ferious- confequence, . that the Military^ 
Storekeepers indents be fully complied with, and that we fhould in futuxe recoivo- 
the annual fupply of mufquetry required in the former- letters from tins' Committee* . 

15. In order to remove the repeated complaints from the army -of 'the* deficiency 
of draught-bullocks,, we have come to a refolution of fupplying^the artillery by a-, 
method which, we hope, willanfwer better than by contract. Colonel Smith has, 
propofed, that the government fhall engage to provide twelve hundred large draught- 
cattle in the* Pumea province ; that thefe fhall be fed by contract ; and that the 
contract fhall be given,, in the ufual manner j. to the loweft bidder. This propofal .* 
appearing to us well calculated to remove complaints, to obviate the evil confequences 
that may arife from a deficiency of draught-bullocks, and to cafe the natives from 
many unavoidable .adts of oppreffion, without incurring an extraordinary charge^, 
we have accordingly recommended to the Prefident to enter upon the neeefijtry 
fteps for providing the number of cattle propofed, , at the expiration of our. engage--. 
"ments with the prefent contractors.. 

16. To complete the regiments, and to put our army . upon the moft refpedtable 
footing, we applied to die Prefidency at Madrafs for a: fupply of four, hundred 
Europeans rank and file, which they- are rcquefted to replace from the lirft of our 
recruits that fhall arrive on the coaft. " They were alfo apprifcd c£ the plan we had 
formed for oppoling Abdalla, with the view that the two Prefidcncies adling ii* 

?crfc& confonance, may accommodate their operations to each others ncceffities* 
lie fame advices were fent to Bombay. 

17. You will obferve in our proceedings a letter, from Janajce, the chief'' of. the 
Cuttack Maharattas, with whom we propofed treating for the ceflion of that country ,, 
in order to open an immediate communication^ and connect Bengal with- your 
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poflcffions on the Coromandel Coaft. His Vackeel is foon expe&ed in Calcutta 
to negociate this bufinefs ; and nothing ftiall be wanting on our parts to carry into 
execution a meafure which, wc think, will conduce to the mutual convenience and 
fecurity of the two eftablifhments, if it can be effected without fuch conccffions as 
will prove injurious^) our reputation. 

1 8. We have the pleafure to acquaint you, that the bufinefs of the collections 
of Bengal and Bahar is drawing towards a conclufion : apd that we fliall very nearly 
complete the revenue ftated in the general eftimate. The particulars are not yet 
feceived ; but we have the ftrongeft aflurances from Meflrs. Sykes and Rumbold, 
and alio from Mahomed Reza Cawn and Shetabroy, that the ballances will be very 
iuconfiderable at the next Poonalu 

19. You are already adyifed, that the^ Committee have recommended to the 
Prefident his making ^n annual tour of the provinces, at the time for adjufting the 
collections of the cnfuirig year. Mr. Verelft will accordingly begin his progreis • 
before the clofe of this month, and as foon as the bufinefs of the Prefidency will - 
admit of his abfence,. leaving the government in charge with Mr. Carrier. 

20. The Select Committee met the 9th, when, at the inftance of Sujah al Dowlah, . 
we countermanded the march of the fecond brigade, , and the detachment ordered to • 
lake poft at Serajapore. As the Nabob was lately very urgent and felicitous for our 
afliftancc, it is evident, from his prefent requeft, that he, gives entire credit to the ■ 
intelligence of Abdalla's return, and is eafed of all apprehenfions for this feafon* 
This proceeding we have not been able to get up,. without detaining the . difpatch* , 
which we have.done fo.long to, inform you of Abdall&'s refolutions. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
Hi.VERELST,. JOHN CARTJER, CLAUD RUSSELL, A.CAMPBELL.. 
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Ih reply to your enquiry regarding the farms held in- Burdwan by Meflrs. John- 
ftone*, Hay, and Bolts, we are to obferve, that in. the account of laics of thofe lands, 
it appears the farms rented by thofe gentlemen were put up in lots confiderably larger 
than- any of the others. It has alfo been confidently reported to Mr. Verelft, our 
Prefident, by the late Mr. Afhburner, the officers of the government, and others, 
who were prefent at the fales, that few or no bidders appeared, becaufe it was known 
that Mr* Jobnftone intended thofe farms for himielf, and it was therefore apprehended 
their offers might incur his difpleafare. We muft leave you to judge, from this in- 
ftance* how necefiary it is become to exclude from the renting your lands all Europeans 
whatever, and more particularly gentlemen who acquire weight and influence from 
the fhare they, have in the.adminittration of your aflairs. 

We have the honour to remain, &c. . 

H. VERELST,. JOHN C ARTIER, CLAUDE RUSSELL, A.CAMPBELL. 
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7(7 /fo Honourable the Court • ^ Directors, &c. 

m 

Honourable Sirs, fort William, Sept. 26, t7 6 7 . 

. i. By the Mercury packet, under date the ioth April, we ventured to offer, as 
our opinion, that Achmet Shaw Abdalla had- relinquished all thoughts of profecuting 
the ambitious defigns formed againft us and our allies, under colour of regulating 
the affairs of the empire. Thefe our coyjedures, we have the pleafure to acquaint 
you, are now fully confirmed by the moft authentic advices. The Shaw has not only 
evacuated his conquefts in the country of the Seiks, but he has retreated towards 
his own frontier with fo much precipitation as juftifies us in fuppofing his refolutions 
were influenced by the report of the preparations we fet on foot to oppofe his intended 
invafion. Whatever might be the motives for fo- fudden a change in his councils, 
we will not hefitate to declare it as our firm perfuafion, that he will never again re- 
fume a project which muft be attended with fo much difficulty and danger in the 
execution, and with fuch dubious advantage and fuccefs in the event. 

a. When we refleft upon the number and difcipline of our troops, the reputation 
which the Englifti arms have acquired, as well as the knowledge of late years obtained 
of the frontier paflls and inlets, by which thefe provinces may be guarded againft 
irruptions, it cannot be doubted, whilft you maintain your military eftablifhment, 
but we fhall be able to defend your pofleflions againft the moft considerable powers of 
this country. Such, however, is the extent of your territorial pofleflions, and the 
amount of your revenues, that we muft not flatter ourfelves with the hopes of re- 
taining your acquifitions without fome attempts from the jealoufy of thofe who for- 
merly bore the greateft fway in the affairs of the empire. 

3. In this number we would reckon the Maharattas, a reftlefs and ambitious peo- 
ple, who may be tempted, by the reputed opulence of Bengal, to renew their incur- 
sions. They have already revived their claim to the ufual tribute paid to the Subahs 
of thefe provinces, and the Prefident has received letters from Rige-naut Row and Ja- 
najee, demanding the arrears of the annual Chout, in a more imperative ftyle than 
we imagine they will prefume to juftify, when we come to an open explanation. 

4. From the above letters, and other advices, we underftand, that at a conference 
held on the banks of the Narbudda, all their differences have been adjufted between 
Rigc-naut Row and Janejee, Chiefs who have been long at variance. This event, if 
confirmed, would fcem to prefage a fruitlefs iflue to the negotiations we have for 
fome months carried on for the ceflion of Cuttack. It will even give colour for fuf- 
picion that a plan has been concerted between the Subah of the Decan, the Maha-^ 
rattas, and Hyder Naick, to aft with united forces ag3inft the English ; a disjointed 
unnatural confederacy, which, Should it really exift, can neither be permanent in itfelf, 
nor formidable to your pofleflions in Bengal. The utmoft we need apprehend will 
proceed from a temporary interruption to your collections, from the fudden incurfions 
of fmall parties ; and this inconvenience we will .endeavour to obviate by a proper 
diitribution of your forces. 

5. We have been induced, by thefe considerations, to co-operate with the views of 
your Presidency at Fort St. George, purfuant to a plan laid down by Lord Clive, and 
now in part adopted by the gentlemen at Madrafs. At their requisition we have em- 
barked in the He£tor, Earl of Elgin, Northington, and Savage, a country fliip, three 
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battalions of Sepoys, to enable them, by a vigorous effort, to reduce the Subah to 
terms of accommodation, or to eftabliih fuch a fyftem of policy in the Deccan, as 
circumftances may render neceflkry. We have alfo engaged, fhould the fituatioo of 
their affairs require a further fupply, to reinforce them with a complete brigade, when 
the feafon will admit of tranfporting troops, and a fufficient amount of tonnage can 
be provided. 

6* Although we are fully of opinion the Honourable Company's intereft demands 
our utmoft attention to avoid differences with the country powers, yet the prefent cir- 
cumftances of your affairs are fuch as abfolutely to require that your influence lhould be 
maintained with vigour, and all encroachments repelled with fpirit. The harmony fub«* 
fitting among the Prefidencies,. and the ready and mutual afliftance they afford upon 
all occafions of neceffity, will not fail to imprefs the minds of the natives with juft 
fentiments of our policy and ftrength. For this reafon chiefly we are refolved to enter 
chearfully into the meafures adopted on the coaft, that our enemies may fee our 
dependence is not alone on the forces maintained at either of the Prefidencies, but 
on the armies kept up in the different parts of India, which* though fcparated. at a- 
great diftance, can fo eafily and expedirioufly be united. Neither are we without 
hopes, that theunufual fpe&acleof black troops, pouring into his country from Ben- 
gal, may ftagger the Subah's courage,, and induce him to grant thofe conditions be- 
fore, which he cannot expert after the fword is once unfheathed. 

7. The King and Sujah al Dowlah appear every day more clofely united to us by 
inclination and intereft. Senfible the fecurity of their pofleffions, as well as the degree 
of confideration they hold in the empire, muft depend on our friendfhip, they feem 
defirous to govern their conduct by principles the mod likely to cement and promote 
our amity. The third brigade being ftationed with them at their requcft, and a de- 
tachment from the fecond brigade having croffed the Caramnafla with views of fup- 
porting the bafis of our alliance with his Majefty and the Nabob, they have readily 
confented to defray all the extra charges incurred, agreeably to the terms of the 
treaty fubfifting; fo that the Company are put to no extraordinary cxpence by the 
motion of the troops beyond the limits of the provinces. It is, nevertheless, our 
intention to recall all your forces, and punctually to obferve your directions, when- 
ever the advices we receive from Col. Smith fhall put it beyond a doubt that the 
diflurbances which now prevail among the neighbouring powers will not endanger 
our own fafety. 

8. By letters lately received from the Colonel you will obferve, that Juwhar Sing, 
Chief of the Jauts, is at the head of an army, endeavouring to recover thofe countries 
of which he was laft year difpoflefied by the Maharattas. In the progrefs of his 
conqucfts he has entered the Rohilla country, and advanced within a few miles of the 
King's dominions ; nor is it yet certain how far he may have extended his vicws r 
nor what are his ultimate defigns. We have therefore directed Colonel Smith to re- 
main in his prefent (lation with the brigade, until it fhall appear what farther defigns 
the Jaut may entertain, or whether the meafures in which he is now engaged hayc 
not drawn upon him the refentment of the Maharattas, and by inducing thofe free- 
booters to return,, kindled a dangerous war in our neighbourhood, the flames ofwhicfo 
may extend to the King's, the Nabob's, and to our dominions. 

9. At the repeated and prefling inftance of the Napaui Rajah, we determined tor 
hazard an expedition to his country, the reafons for which ftand fully explained on- 
the face of our proceedings. As fuch military enterprizes fecm foreign to the fpirfo 
of that fyftem of politics whereby we propofe regulating our conduit, it was ne- 
ceflary the Committee fhould weigh very maturely all the rifle and advantage conr- 
fcquent oa the undertaking. Accordingly, you will obferve, from our inftrudtions try 
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the Chief of Patha, tha£~we haveufed every human precaution toguard agairift thft 
poffibiliry of any difafter or diiappohitinent. 

io. We need not inform, you, that fbr<many years an advantageous trade has been 
carried on between the ^Province at* IJahar, and the rich country of Napaul, by which 
a confiderable quantity of gold, aad^iiany other valuable commodities, were imported* 
The Rajah being now difpoflefied of his country, and fliut up in his capital by the 
Rajah of Goerculkih, the ufual channel of commerce has in confcqucnce been ob* 
ftrudted, and thefe provinces arc deprived of the benefits arifing from a former in* 
tercourfe, at a period when the decline of trade, and fcatcity of fpecie, render it of 
the greateft importance, that >cvery fpring of induftry fliouki flow freely, and with* 
out interruption. The vicinitv of Napanl to the Bettea country, of which the Subah 
is now in quiet pofieffion, will bring additional advantages to this traffick, by render- 
ing it more ealy and fecure than in former times ; fo that we entertain very flattering 
profpefts from the ifliie of an expedition, of which we hope to fend you an account 
by the laft <lifpatches of the feafon. 

1 1. It is with the greateft pleaftire we obferve, that your fentiments correfpond with 
thofe of your Seleft Committee, refpeding the utility of the Governor's annual tour 
of the provinces. Agreeable to what you were advifed by the Mercury Packet, Mr* 
Vercllt proceeded early in the month of May to the city, with intention to continue 
his journey to Patna, and even -to vifitthe King and Sujah al Dowhu In this, however, 
he was prevented by a variety of bufinefs with the minifters, as well as by indifpofition, 
and the very uncommon heat and inclemency of the feafon, which proved fatal to 
fuch numbers of your civil and military fervants. 

12. Soon after his arrival at Murfhed-abad, the Poonah was held with the ufual 
folemnitics, the Nabob being featod on the Muftrad, as Subahdar of Bengal, and the 
Governor placed on his right hand, as reprefentative of the Honourable Company^ 
in quality of King's Dewan. The eftimate then formed of revenues to be collected 
for the prefent year we have the honout to tranfmit in our proceedings ; and we beg 
leave to refer to a joint letter from the Prefident and Mr* Sykes, for a particular ex- 
planation of the manner in which the ftatement is drawn out. 

1 3. On the collections of the laft year, we muft obferve, that the ballances due are 
much leis confiderable than could reafonably be expe&ed, the adual receipts amount* 
ing to one crore, forty three lacks, fifteen thoufand three hundred and ten rupees*. Yet 
from the diligent fcrutiny made in the courfe of our experience into the real value of 
the lands, an encreafe is infured for the prefent year, of near fixtcen lacks of rupees-}-, 
arifing from 31 more equal aflefiment only. The new arrangement made of the feveral 
articles contained in the eftimate, we prefume will meet with your approbation, as it 
points out in the cleareft and moftconcife manner we can (uggeft, the general amount 
of the ftatements for the laft and prefent years, the actual receipts of the preceding 
year, the diflwrfements and deficiencies of eachfeparate diftridt, the amount at which 
ibme diftridts have been over-rated, and the increafe made of the revenues charged 
■upon others. 

14. This method of comprizing the whole eftimate into fo narrow a compafs as to 
exhibit a general view of your revenues at a fingle glance of the eye., we humbly ap- 
prehend will convey to you more diftinCt ideas of whatever may defcrve notice, than if 
wp transmitted a monthly account of the deficiency of each perions Kiftbundcc. Your 
revenues fpring from fuch a variety of fluctuating circumftances, and are charged and 
eollefted by wavs fo different from each other, that explaining the^ particular caufc, 
period, and amount of each increafe or deficiency, would be to compofc a hiftory of 
minute events, which would employ a greater number of your fervants than are now 
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ttftifltainetl for the bufinris of the whole eftablifliment* All perfons holding tends 
<of the government, enter into an agreement for monthly payments to a certain 
amount. The agreement for each diftrift fpecifies, that the collections lhall be made 
at the expiration of ten, fifteen, or thirty days, according to the particular cuftoms 
of the refpediive diftridts. This Kiftbundee, as well as the collections themfelves* is 
regulated by the crops, and a number of other contingent circumftance^ which com* 
jjofe the value of lands ; and ail thefe being in a ftate of continual change and alter- 
ation, we imagine a particular account of each Kiftbundee would prove a fallacious 
guide to your' judgment refpe&irig future periods ; however, fhould you in future 
infift upon it, your orders fhall be obeyed. 

15. Senfiblc of the confufion which changing the names of the diftridts muft 
introduce into your accounts, as well as the frauds concealed under fuch practices, 
the Prefident, when he attended the Poonah, ftrongly recommended to the mini- 
fters, that one particular name fhould always be ufed to fpecify the fame diftridh 
They have accordingly given the ftrongeft afiurances, that the names now inferted m 
the eftimate*. fhall, in future, remain- unaltered ; and we will ufe our utmoft endea- 
vours to put a*ftop to fo pernicious a cuftom. 

1 6. Ae to bringing on the ballances of former years to the rents of the prefentr 
eftimete, in the manner you propofe, we humbly conceive it would be productive of 
many mconveniencies. l f he frequent removals which the rninifters find it necefiary 
-tb' make among the collectors, either on account of inability or mifbehaviour, would 
render outftandmg balances fo heavy a load on the fhoulders of the prefent collector* 
that none would be found to accept the office under fuch conditions. Hitherto, the 
practice has 'been to keep apart from the collections the account of ballances* and to 
enter into a feparate agreement with the collector, whereby he becomes refponfible 
for fuch ballances- as upon enquiry fhall appear equitable, or may be pointed' out txfr 
him by the government* or by his prcdeceflbr in office. By thefe meafcs the incon- 
venience of mingling die accounts of different years is avoided, and a door is fhut 
againft thefpecious pretext for haraffingr and- oppreffing the landholders for the reco- 
very of outstanding debts, 

174 In the cftimate now trtofmitted, you will perceive how the general ctiftoihs 
upon trade are diftinguifhed from thofe fmaller duties, which are included in the 
valuation of Ae lands. By general cuftoms we mean thofe duties levied at public 
and eftabliftied Ghokies, upon all the greater branches of foreign and inland trade** 
not included in Duftuck privileges. Befides thefe are collected leffer duties, upon the 
articles of life and luxury, fold at the feveral markets- and Bazars* which being cOrtv- 
prehended in the rents, it would be unneceflary, and almoft impoffible to infett under 
particular and feparate heads; 

!& Our concern at the enormous chaises attending the colle&ions of your reve- 
nue, has been repeatedly expreffed in our former letters. To this circUmftance the 
Prefident gave fuch particular attention at the late Poonah, that we flatter ourfelves 
you will agree with us in opinion, the expences cannot reafonably be reduced lower 
than the rate they now ftand fpecified in the eftimare* Difmiffing the numerous 
rabble of troops kept up by the Fouzdars, and other officers of the government, 
hath not only proved a very extraordinary faving to the revenue, but a great fecurity 
to the permanency of our authority ; therefore, to remove every fhadow of pretence 
for retaining a cuftom fo inconfiftent with, and injurious to well regulated govern- 
ment, we have been induced to raife another battalion of Sepoys, for the fervice of 
the Bahar collections^ whereby we have increafed our military ftrfength againft fuch 
occafions. of danger as fhall happen, without incurring any additional expence. 
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19. The eftimate of revenues to be collected this year in the Bahar province, will 
be fettled next month, when the Poonah takes place. With refpeCt to the collections 
of laft year, we have the fatisfaCtion to allure you they have been very clofely kept 
up, and that very inconfiderable ballances will remain outftanding, moft of which 
arile from lands, which had been overcharged in the former eftimate. When the 
Bahar ftatement fhall come to our hands, we propofe drawing out, for yout infpeCtion, 
a general ftatement of all your receipts and difburfements, on whatever account arifing, 
during the fpace of one complete year. 

20. We are fenfible of the inconveniencies which frequently attended the entruft- 
ing favourites with too great a ihare of executive authority. The inactivity and in- 
judicious partiality of the fovereigns to their dependents, have certainly given birth 
to the moft dangerous convulfions in the ftate. But, on the prefent fyftem of your 
political and military affairs, we think it impoffible that danger can enfue from the 
degree of confidence and truft repofed in any officer of the government. On the 
the contrary, whilft the fword and revenues are held by us, it will be found abfolutely 
neceflary to ftrengthen, with all our authority, the hands of thofe officers employed ' 
in the collections, to enable them to difcharge the duties of their office, and coun- 
teract the numberlefs frauds and contrivances to elude payment of the revenues. It 
was from a fenfe of this neceffity, of his attachment to us, and of his extenfive ac- 
quaintance with the whole bufinefs of the finances, that we devolved on Mahomed 
Reza Cawn, fo large a proportion of the weight of government, and particularly of 
the collections ; being convinced by experience of the truth of your remark, " That 
€S an Englifhman will ever be unfit to follow the fubtle native through all his arts, 
€C to conceal the real value of his country, to perplex and to elude the payments." 

2 1. The cultivation of the mulberry-fhrub, and increafe of the article of filk, 
being of the utmoft confequence to the extension of your inveftment, the Prefident, 
when he attended the Poonah, recommended in the ftrongeft manner to the mi- 
nifters, Zemindars, and landholders, this objeCt of giving all poffible encouragement for 
clearing and cultivating fuch lands as will beft anfwer the intention. The fame 
endeavours will be ufed by the ColleCtor-General to induce your own farmers in 
Burdwan and the Calcutta lands to purfue a branch of hulbandry that muft tend 
equally to their advantage and to yours. 

22. Although found policy may require we fhould not be too felicitous to augment 
your revenues abroad, which, fhould they be here unappropriated, would ferve only 
to embarrafs your affairs ; yet the fame policy dictates the neceffity of refuming to 
the government all lands and revenues alienated from it by fraud or force, or through 
inattention in the adminiftration. Of this nature are Jagheer rents and lands, many of 
which are held by individuals, upon no other tenure than pofleffion acquired under 
a weak prince, a corrupt miniftry, or the diftraCted fituation of public affairs. Where 
fuch pofleffions appear of a recent date, where they are founded upon no public 
grant, where the pofleffors are men neither of family, influence, nor character, in 
fuch cafes our acquiefcence would denote a fupinenefs or weaknefs injurious to the 
authority of government. We have therefore iffued directions to Mr. Rumbold, in 
quality of collector of Bahar, to caufe all pcrfons holding Jagheers to regifter their Sun- 
nuds in the head Cutcherry at Patna, giving, at the fame time, the ftrongeft aflurances 
of our intentions to continue to ancient and refpeCtable families, and to thofe who 
have juft claims, every reafonable indulgence, which may ferve to convince them of 
the juftice and moderation of our. government. 

23. We have frequently expreffed to you our apprehenfions left the annual expor- 
tation of treafurc to China would produce a fcarcity of money in the country. This 
fubjedt becomes every day more ferious, as we already feel, in a very fenfible manner, 

the 



N D I X. 



59 



theeffe&s of the confiderable drain made from the filver currency. Experience will 
ever yield ftronger convidtion than the moft abftradfc and refined reafoning. 

24. Whatever fums had formerly been remitted to Dehly were amply reimburfed 
by the retnrns made to the immenfe commerce of Bengal, which might be confidered 
as the central point to which all the riches of India were attracted. Its manufactures 
found their way to the remoteft part of Hindoftan, and fpecie flowed in by a thoufand 
channels that are at prefent loft and obftrudtcd. All the European companies formed 
their inveftments with money brought into the country ; the(i) Gulphs poured in 
their treafures into this river ; and acrofs the continent, an inland trade was driven to 
the weftward to the extremity of the kingdom of Guzzerat. 

25. How widely different from thefe are the prefent circumftances of the Nabob's 
dominions ! Immenfe treafures have lately been carried out of the provinces by 
Coffim Ally Cawn, which may poffibly be referved as a fund to excite future troubles. 
Each of the European companies, by means of money taken up in the country, have 
greatly enlarged their annual inveftments, without adding a rupee to the riches of the 
province. On the contrary, the increafe of exports to Europe has proved fo great 
a reftraint upon the induftry of private merchants, that we will venture to affirm the 
ballance from Europe, in favour of Bengal, amounts to a very trifling fum in fpecie. 
We know of no foreign trade exifttng at prefent, which produces a clear ba; lance in 
money, except that carried on with the ports of Judda, Mocha, and Ba flora, from 
whence not fifteen lacks * in bullion have been returned in the courfe of four years. 

This year the Dutch have imported nine lacks § ; the two preceding years, their 
inveftment, as well as that of the French company, was provided by monev paid 
into their trcafury for alignments by bills on their conftituents in France and Holland ; 
whereas, by an eftimate obtained from Chinfura, it appears that formerly the Dutch 
imported annually from thirty-fix to forty lacks -f , taking the amount at a medium 
for ten years. Your own exports in bullion from England did not} one year with 
another, fall fliort of twelve or fourteen lacks ||, while the country was at the fame 
time gaining an increafe of money from the inveftments made by the Danes, Auftriansi 
and Pruffians. Upon the whole, fpecie was then brought in to the amount of ninety or an 
hundred lacks J yearly ; it now goes out to the amount of twenty-fix lacks ** every 
year in public money, if we include our remittances to the other Presidencies as well as 
thofe to China, befides very confiderable fums carried on private account ; and this lofs is 
ballanced by a trade with the Gulphs, which, at the higheft eftimation, cannot exceed 
five or fix lacks ff a-year. In faft, were no money iflued upon account of your China 
trade, the current fpecie muft annually decreafe, unlcfs foreign trade fhall revive and 
flounfli, fo as to produce a more confiderable ballance in treafure. 

27. Such, permit us to aflure you, is the prefent ftate of the trade and currency of thefe 
provinces. What the ifllie may be of fuch untoward fymptoms of decline we will not 
prefume to determine. This only we will remark, that unlefs we had palliated the evil by 
introducing a gold currency, and thereby incrcafed the circulating riches of the 
country, every individual muft have been deeply aftedted with the fcarcity of money. 
In proof of this aflertion, we need only appeal to the quantity of gold mohurs re- 
ceived and given in payment by every merchant, who formerly tranfadted all bufinefs 
in filver rupees ; nor does this proceed from choice or convenience, but from neceflity 
and the actual decreafe of filver money; neither can it proceed from the exportation of 
filver for the purchafe of gold,fince the profits arifingfrom that exchange would barely 
pay the intereft of money, a point which was thoroughly confidered when the par be- 
tween filver and gold was calculated, on our adopting the prefent fcheme of gold coinage. 
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:/ 2'8. The circumftances of your affairs require we ihould explain ourfefte* wit& 
freedom, and point out wherein we conceive your own orders have ferved to encreafe: 
this growing difeafe,. for which a fpeedy and effectual remedy is required.. It is true, 
you have been plcafed to indulge your fervants with a larger remittance than you 
allowed the preceding year ; but by lowering the exchange, and cutting off intereft 
for a complete year after bills are prefented, you throw every advantage on : the fide 
of foreign remittances, and in a manner -oblige all who are nor pofleflcd of very 
opulent fortunes to have rccourfe to the French and Dutch. To free merchants, and. 
your fervants who have been more than a year out of your employment,, the terms are 
fo very difadvantageous,and the proportion they can be allowed fo fmall, that we much 
fear left many will be tempted,, and find means, in defpite of our utmoft endeavours, 
jo remit the whole or a part of their fortunes in fpecie, which would (till prove more 
injurious to the country than even remitting by foreign funds. 

29. All thefe particulars being fully weighed and confidered, we imagine you will 
be of opinion with us, that the balance, whatever it may be, of trade in. favour of 
the country, will very inadequately compensate for the lofs of thofe fums, which* 
have iiTued at all quarters from this province. It is indeed difficult to afcertain ex- 
actly what this ballance really i9, fince it can neither be determined by the arbitra- 
tion of exchange, where no exchange with foreign countries exifts; nor" be com- 
puted from the cuftoms, where the whole trade doth not pafs through one regular 
channel.. We can only judge by the bullion imported ; and that is much too in* 
confidcrable to eafe the apprehenfions we entertain of the moft alarming confe- 
quences. 

30. Thofe difputes, in which we find ourfelves unavoidably engaged with the 
agents of the other European companies, become alio a fubje& of the moft ferious ; 
attention. We have, by every reafonable indulgence and conceffion, endeavoured 
to filence their clamours, but without effedt. While the manufactures of the Coun- 
try are infufficicnt to anfwer the demands of each company, there muft arifc differ- 
ences. The French and Dutch fcem equally defirous with us to enlarge their inveft- 
ments beyond the former amount ; infomuch, that were the natives utterly excluded • 
from thofe privileges to which they have a natural and unqueftionable. right, it is < 
matter of doubt whether there would be a fufficiency for the companies. Your fer- ■ 
vants too, who are denied every other means of improving their fortunes, cannot 
with any degree of jufiice be fhut out from all participation of a trade in which . 
they have ever been indulged. Neither is it pofiible,. nor may it. be. thought reafon- - 
able, that free merchants permitted by you to. refide and trade at the Prefidency, . 
fliould be deprived the ufyal advantages,, whereby only they are. enabled to carry on. 
any commerce by fca. 

3 1 . Under thefe difficulties- you muft expert the complaints of natives and of fo- 
reigners will grow louder every day, unlefs you Ihould determine to facrifi.ee that ef- • 
fential point to your intereft ; the remitting home by large investments the benefits 
of your acquifitions. In the prefent ftate of things we fee no remedy except one 5 
which may be thought ideal, namely, the entering into an agreement with foreign 
companies for providing their inveftments to a certain annual amount. This, we 
mention rathef as a hint, upon which you may poffibly improve, . than as a meafure 
we fhall prefumc to adopt, until a certain plan fhall b«r adjufted between the com- 
panies at home, and recommended to their agents abroad. Moft certain it is, that 
fome conciliating fteps taken in Europe can alone prevent the jealoufics and differ- 
ences fubfifting in this country,, from terminating in an open rupture,, as foon as the 
French fhall find themfclves fufficiently eftablifhcd on the * Coaft, and powerful at the 
+ iflands, to enter upon fuch enterprizes. 

32. By 
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j*. By advices lately received from the Coaft, they have ahread? rcfamed their 
Anner pra&ices of fecredy exciting difturbances, by a clandeftine underhand corre- 
fpondence with our enemies A tetter to us from the Secret Department at Fort St* 
George, intimates fufpicions that the French on the ifland of Mauritius are aftualfy 
eorrefponding widi Hyder Naick ; and private letters of a later date affifth, thdt 
feverai French officers are gone over to Hyder Naick and the * Subah j which, if 
true, leaves not die leaf* room for doubt of their being countenanced by their fu~ 
periors. The letter referred to from Madrafs being long, we have not been able tt>* 
get it tranferibed in the book of letters, without detaining the difpatches. 

33. Upon Mr. Becher's arrival he took his feat in Committee, agreeably to yew 
appointment. During the time Mr.. Ruffel held his feat, we muft, in juftiee to thaft 
gentleman, acquaint you, that he purfued the bufinefs of. the Committee, and your 
interefls, with great zeal and capacity. 

34% As moft of the tranfo&ions of this Board ftand fully expreffed on the face of 
our proceedipgs,, we fhalL decline entering upon a review of particulars, and beg 
leave to refer to the proceedings themfelves, which are now under difpatch. We- 
have the honour to forward the Prefident's country correfpondence j a duplicate of 
our Letter by the Mercury Picket was tranfmitting by die Hedor,. lately dif— 
patched. 

35.. The Secretary requefts your excufe^ that feveral of the public papers go home* 
written in different hands, which could not be avoided, on account of the death and 
ficknefs of fome of the gentlemen employed in the office* 

We have the honour to be, &c#* 

. VERELST, J. C ARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL* 



No. x. 

To the Honourable the Court cf Directors, &e; 

HONOURABLE SlRS,« Fbrt William, Oft. 6, 17*7*- 

The detention of the Lord Holland, owing to the ficknefs that prevails among* 
Her people,, affords us an opportunity of acquainting you with fuch particulars of the 
fituation of your affairs on the Coaft as are come to our knowledge fince clofing ouir 
difpatches under date the 25th ultimo.. 

The Subah of the Deccan having joined his forces to thofe of Hyder Ally,, the 
tmited army was moving towards- thofe paffes which open into the Carnatic, in the 
neighbourhood of Trinamalley and Changama, and. to the weftward of Pondicherry 
and Fort St. David's* In the letters from the Coaft the numbers of the enemy are 
not fpecificd ; but from the beft accounts we have obtained, thofe of the SubaK are 
no way formidable, and the troops under Hyder Ally do not exceed ten or twelve 
thoufand men. 

To this enemy the Prefidency have oppofedan army confifting of eight hundred' 
Europeans, five thoufand of the Company's fepoys, and a train of fixteen field 
pieces, under command of Colonel Jofeph Smith. Colonel Wood has under him 
another body of troops compofed of five hundred Europeans, and five thoufand of 
tfre Company's and Nabob's Sepoys, with ten or twelve pieces of cannon* 

It 
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It was intended to effedt a junction before they endeavoured to bring the confede- 
rates to a decifive adtion. In the mean time Colonel Smith declined coming to an 
engagement, that nothing might unneceilarily be put to the hazard ; but as the 
Colonel had pofitive orders to fight, and could not be at a great diftance from Co- 
lonel Wood's detachment, we are in daily expe&ation to hear of a battle. Nor arc 
wc very folicitous about the event, if the officers perform their duty ; fince a finer 
army in numbers and difcipline was never at any time fent by the Honourable Com- 
pany into the field. : 

The detachment of three battalions of fepoys fent from hence for the defence of 
the northern Sircars, mult by this time, we flatter ourfelves, have reached Vizagapa- 
tam ; and probably the report of fo confiderable a reinforcement will operate pow- 
erfully on the condudt of the Subah, who hath not for many years beheld fo great 
a force tranfported from one Prefidency to another. With this detachment, joined 
to the troops already in the Sircars, we hope the gentlemen at Madrafs will be able 
to profecute the propoled expedition to the Subah's capital, which will not only 
oblige him to draw off great part of his army from the Carnatlc, but cut off his 
refources, and fpread general condensation over the face of his country. 

Bengal being for the prefent in a ftate of perfect tranquillity, we have deter- 
mined to lend the mofl vigorous fupport to the meafures they are purfuing on the 
Coaft. For this purpofe we are, at their requifition, preparing with the utmoft ex- 
pedition all the ihipping in the river, to tranfport to Mazulipatam, or Fort St. 
George, the whole of the firfl brigade, commanded by Colonel Jofeph Peach ; but 
as the feafon is far advanced, and it will require fome time to clear out the Europe 
fhips and embark the troops, we have directed three of your Hoops to be got in 
immediate readinefs to convey to Madrafs two hundred Europeans for the fecurity of 
the Prefidency. 

It is in confequence of advices received that the garrifon is much weakened by 
detachments fent off to Colonel Smith, that we entered upon the refolution of em- 
barking this detachment in veflels which, from their fize and conftrudtion, are likely 
to make the quickeft pafiages fo late in the feafonl Experience hath fhewn us, 
that to fecure your inveftments and collections, it is neceffary not only to keep off 
actual danger, but to guard againft all apprehenfions for the fafety of the Pre- 
fidency. 

From thefe vigorous meafures we doubt not but the Subah will have reafon to re- 
pent his temerity, and be reduced to fuch conceflions as will leave the gentlemen 
at Madrafs to profecute their fchemes for the extirpation of Hyder Ally, whofc 
growing power, fooner or later, threatens danger to the Honourable Company's 
poffeflions in the Carnatic. 

We arc forry to acquaint you, that feveral parts of the country have been much 
expofed to inundations from the overflowing of the river, whence Mr. Sykes is ap- 
prehenfive left the inveftment and revenues may fuffer. Yet as thofe accidents are 
always the mod alarming on their firft appearance, we entertain great hopes the da- 
mage will prove lefs confiderable than is imagined. 

Mr. Sykes requefts you will accept his moft grateful acknowledgements for the •■ 
favourable opinion you are pleafed to entertain of his conduit, and his aflurances 
that his utmoft diligence fhall be exerted to merit the continuance of your favour. 

The difpatches from the public department, by the Lord Holland, were clofed 
and ready to proceed down the river, on the 26 ult. when Captain Nairne reported 
to the Board the fickly condition of his fhip, and that not three feamen were able to 
Hand the deck. This unfortunate circumftance has occafioned a delay of feveral days, 
during which we have ufed our utmoft endeavours to furnilh him with men, by 
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taking up all vagrants and ftragglers from fhips, who are in themfelvcs a nuifence to the 
fettlement. As the people are now recovering faft, and the prcfent appearance of the 
monfoon is extremely favourable, we flatter ourfelves the Lord Holland will flill clear 
the bay with eafe, and fuffer, in courfe of her paflage, no confiderable lofs of time 
from the paft delays. 

. Since clofing our difpatches of the 25 ult. we received from Colonel Smith a re- 
port of fome brafs cannon, which report was made a number in the public packet, 
and we hope will engage your ferious confideration. - As the beft teftimony of the 
badnefs of the metal, and mifcondudt of the founder, we fhall diredt the cannon to 
be fent down, and will forward it to England by the firft conveyance. All the fmall 
arms we have this year received, appear to be of fo good a quality, that although you 
have paid an advanced price, yet from the fervice they will perform, it is to be pre- 
fumed the Company will in the end find themfelves gainers by changing their 
contracts. 

We have the honour to remain, &c. 

H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. 



No. XI. 

To the Honourable the Court of DireStors, &c. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, December 16, 1767. 

Since our addrefs to you by the Lord Holland, a duplicate of which goes a number 
in the packet, fcaTce any material change of circumflances in Bengal has occurred. 
Your affairs, civil, military, and political, continue to flow in the fame profperous 
channel, and have at prefent the appearance of much (lability. 

You will, however, obferve from our proceedings, that Colonel Smith's letters to 
the feledt Committee, reprefent as extremely fulpicious the Nabob Sujah al Dow- 
lah's inclination towards the Englifh Company. This judgment the Colonel founds 
upon the diligence which the Nabob exerts in forming his army, and eftablifhing 
his influence, as well as upon general rumour that he is preparing for a rupture. 

Without fuppofing Sujah al Dowlah entertains defigns, either contrary to the faith 
of treaties, or inconfiftent with the moft obvious dictates of common prudence and 
policy, we are of opinion thefe appearances, from which Colonel Smith draws his 
conjectures, may be as naturally explained upon the general principles adopted by all 
the powers of India. Like other Princes in his fituation, he wifhes to recover that • 
degree of influence he once held in the empire, and by uniting with us m regulating * 
che affairs of the Deccan, he propofes to himfelf the fureft method he could fuggeft for 
obtaining his purpofes. All his letters to the Prefident, fince the war broke out upon 
the Coaft, are filled with plans of operations, and fchemes of alliance, which tend to* 
his own aggrandizement, by means of cur fupport. The friendfhip of the Englifh 
he confiders as the foundation of fuccefs ; neither can we imagine, after the late ex- 
perience he has had of our fuperiority, that he will venture upon a freih trial of our 
ftrength, before he has fully recruited his army, replenifhed his treafures, eftablifhed • 
himfelf in his country, and cemented a friendfhip with powers able and willing to 
fupport hia view's. • ■ • - 
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. Yet although we are induced by thefe reafons to trea* Sujah al Dowkh with great 
'delicacy, and carefully to conceal every fufpicion of his fidelity, we think it reqtrifite 
to obferve his conduft with circumfpedtion, and check in the beginning thofe fymp* 
tpms of ambition that may in time become dangerous. The Prefident has with this 
view tendered our acknowledgments for his offers of afliftance ; but at the feme time 
% affurcd him 5 that the war on the Coaft was by no means an object of our united ftrength, 
nor a fufficient caufe why he fhould increafe his forces at a great expence> which - 
■might ferve only to produce conjc&urcs to the prejudice of the friendfhip and har- 
mony that fubfift between him and the Company. 

As the Nabob has hintfclf recommended our keeping a brigade in his country* 
apd continuing in pofleflion. of Allahabad, we entertained no doubt but he would 
readily comply with the President's, requeft to flop his levies and reduce his forces, 
fincc we considered a proportion fo incompatible with any views- he might have to a 
rupture, as an earned of his Sincerity ; and we have now the pleafure to acquaint you, , 
♦that he has already entered upon thq mcafures recommended. 

In order, however, that not the lead apprehenfion of danger fhould remain, we 
•directed Colonel Smith to keep- the raoft watchful eye upewv thg Nabob ? s conduct ; 
•and have alfo determined that the firft brigade fhall remain in their prefent ftation, 
until we have the moft fatisfa&ory afiurances of fecurity to thefe provinces. 

Before this letter can reach your hands, you will probably receive by the Heftor 
a detail, from the Prefidency of Fort St. George, of their operations againft the 
Subah and Hyder Ally. Our advices from thence have not lately been explicit 
enough to convey a diftiruSt idea,oC thpir prefent Situation and future- profpefts. We 
underitand the advantage obtained over the enemy has proved lefs decifive than was 
at firft imagined; and that Hyder Ally is now atting in the field, while the heavy t 
rains oblige the troops of the Prefidency to remain in cantonments; Such appearances 
'of vigour in a country power are uncommon, and give reafon to apprehend the war 
may be protradfepd to a much greater length thanwill prove convenient to your affairs; 
abhough, with refpeft to the iflue, we cannot entertain • a* doubt. The- detachments 
we haye already fent, joined to the force* of the Piefidency are^ with' any tolerable* 
-condudt, more than fufficient to beat all the Indian powers froov Cape Comorin ta 
Dchly* For* this, reafon. we have; fufpended the propofed embarkation of the re* 
matoderi of the firft brigade, that' we- may not unneceflarily incur, an extraordinary ex- 
pellee*, and i expo fe the troops ta fatigue and dangers; that may be avoided : but 4 they 
ifalt be held in readinefc ta proceed at* a'day'd notice, whenever circumftances may 
require their fervice.. 

Private advices from the coaft' intimate* that, matters will'foeir be accommodated 
with the Subah ; and' from the filenoc' upon this fubjedt obferved in the public letters* 
ive imagine that means- are deviling to feparate him from his prefent alliance, in order- 
they may be the more difengaged to profecute the war againft Hyder* Ally* 
Should thefe conjectures be well' founded, we have only to wifh the Subah had* been* 
rendered more fenfible of the importance of our friendfhip before he had experienced 
our generofity. It was always our opinion, exprefled in the ftrongeft terms to the 
gentlemen at Madrafs, that no peace- in which mutual ftipulations were allowed, would 
l>e permanent; that * Nizam Ally fhould firft be reduced to abfolute dependence? 
that meafures fhould be taken to confine the ambition of our. neighbours at Pondi- 
cherry, to the preeife limits of the treaty; and that the moft exaA knowledge of the 
Subah 's charafter and* connections fhould bcobtairied, before he was reftorcd to his 
•dignity* What degree of influence thefe fentiments may produce in the counfels of 
your Prefidency at Fort St* George, we cannot- at prefent determine; but as we have 
thitherto aded in the moft perfect harmony, it is probable our arguments will be air 
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\arwtA their perfedE weight. The letters which have paffed between tis, as they ftand 
recorded on the face of our proceedings, will explain our fentiments more par- 
ticularly. 

In confeqtience of the demands upon us from the cdaft, we have been obliged to 
refufe thofe reinforcements to Captain Kinloch, for profecuring the Napaul expedition, 
which he thinks neceflary for fucceeding in the attempt ; and as the cnterprize muft 
now be deferred to a more convenient opportunity, Mr* Rumbold has orders t6 recall 
The detachment, keeping pofleffion, however, of certain lands bordering on the 
Jjettea country, which belonged to the Gourcullah Rajah, fo rich and fertile as 
amply to indemnify the charges incurred. We have reafon to believe there has been 
fome mifcondudt in the officers employed, or forgery in the intelligence which gave 
birth to this expedition, elfe Captain Kinloch, with the force he commanded, muft 
Tiave fucceeded in relieving the Rajah, and opening that communication with Bahar 
from which we expected very confiderable advantages to the commerce of this coun- 
try. The ftri<5teft enquiry fhall be made into every circumftance, and you will be 
made acquainted with the particulars, we hope, by one of the fhips of this feafon. 

In our proceedings we have entered an account of the a&ual collections of the re* 
venue iir the province of Bahar, during the courfe of the laft year, and alfo an eftimate 
-of revenues to be calte&ed agreeably to the Kiftbiindee of the prefent year. Without 
any remarks from us, thefe accounts are thtemfclves fufficient teftimony that the 
<colledions have been regularly kept up, *hd every way anfwerabie to the expectations 
*ve gave in our letter by the Lord Holland. 

We fend numbers in the packet, the broken fett of oar proceedings from the ia& 
ndifpatch to this date, to which we beg leave to refer for fuch points as demand your 
more attentive confideration. 

Before we clofe this difpatch, it is proper you fhould be acquainted, that* at thfcif- 
requeft, we furniflied the Prdidency of Fort St. George with three lacks * 5 and 
will in a few days fcnd them a farther fupply of five lacks f . The fcarcity of filver, 
which already prevails, obliges us to make this remittance in gold* notwithftandini 
we are fcnfible that a very confiderable loft will arifc, upon account of the higl 
valuation of the gold mohurs. We forefee the difficulties before us in making 
provifion, agreeably to your orders, for fupplying China with filver bullion even fof 
this feafon; and have therefore requefted tne gentlemen at Madrafs to purchafe for 
that purpofe all the filver they can procure : fince, notwithstanding the Mocha fhips 
are arrived, the filver imported into the river, during the whole Cotfrfe of the ycai> 
fcarce exceeds a lack of rupees J« We have before Repeatedly requefted your attention 
to the confeqiiences of this exportation of "bullion ; and we now beg leave to recom* 
mend the fubjefl: to your moft ferious confideration, affuring you, that fhould we 
find it at all practicable to make the ufual remittances ttext yea* to China, the meafure 
will prove fatal to your inveftment, and ruinous to the commerce of Bengal, by 
giving the entire command of the filver currency to foreign nations, who very po* 
liricly refufe to receive gold into their treasuries for bills* 

We have the honour to be, &C« 

H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELi- 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

To the above advices we beg leave to fubjoin, that we have received authentic 
information the French Council at Chandernagore have reduced their exchange on 
bills granted on their condiments, to twenty-fix pence for the current rupee, or one 
penny lower than the exchange allowed to your fervants, ftipulating, at the fame time> 
that only bills for half the amount paid in fhall be granted for this feafon, and intereft 
upon the remainder, at the rate of fix per Cent, per annum, until bills are given the 
enfuing year. 

This policy in them we muft regard as a convincing proof of the truth of thofe 
arguments urged in our letter by the Lord Holland, that lowering your exchange 
would throw the entire command of money into the hands of foreigners, and enable 
them to form large inveftments, by means of early advances, in defpite of all our 
endeavours. They have now in their treafury, at a low intereft, a fufficient fiim for 
beginning the enfuing investment fome months fooner than otherwife they could 
advance a rupee ; and this additional advantage accrues to them from reducing their 
exchange, that where you gain one penny upon the exchange of the rupee, in th* 
limited fum allowed to be remitted from hence, they gain two pence in the exchange 
upon the much larger fums employed in making their inveftment. Every means in 
our power fliall be exerted to convey to you the fruits of your late acquisitions; but 
while all pofiible advantages reft in the hands of our rivals in trade, we muft expedfc 
to encounter many difappointments and difficulties. 

H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, RICHARD BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. 



No. XII. 
To the Honourable the Court of Dire5lors> &c. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Jan. .5. 17**. 

Our laft addrefs, under date the 16th ultimo, waited on you per Norfolk, and a 
duplicate thereof we have the honour to tranfmit by this conveyance. 

We have as yet no reafon to deviate from our opinion with regard to Sujah al Dow- 
lah's condud. The expreffions in his letters to the Prefident, or his attachment and 
fidelity to the engagements he has entered into with us are as warm as ever; and he de- 
clares, that the troops he lately levied were intended for the fole purpofe of a£tipg in 
conjunction with your's in the Deccan, had his offers of fervice been accepted. We 
exped, however, he will give us a more convincing proof of his affertions, by 
a fpeedy redu&ion of hi$ forces, which, the Prefident has been informed, he has 
begun. 

In confequence of advices received from the gentlemen at Madrafs, of Hyder Ally's 
having again taken the field, we immediately determined on fending Colonel Jofeph 
Peach to Mazulipatam, with a complete company of grenadiers belonging to his 
regiment, fifty artillery-men, one twelve-pounder, two fix-pounders, on howitz, and 
royat, with an ample fupply of ftores for immediate fervice. This detachment, with the 
r European troops before fent, and thofe of the Prefidency ftationed in the Sircars, will 
form a corps of more than five hundred Europeans rank and file, exclufive of the 

artillery 



artillery and Sepoys ; a force, we doubt not, very fufficient to reduce the whole province, 
if fuch a plan fhould be .adopted* Cojonel Pegch. accordingly embarked a few days 
after with his detachment in the fhip Egmont; the commander whereof had orders to 
land tfyejn at Mazulipatam> and afterwards to proceed to Madrafs with gold to the 
amount of five lacks of rupees*, and other confignments he had on board for that 




A$ the detachments we have lately fent from hence make a considerable redu&ion of 
feur" force, it is poffible that fome of the country powers may venture to make 
spjiEmpts on thefe provinces. This is a cieumftance that has not efcaped our mature 
. confederation ; for, regardful of the danger which may threaten us at home, and con* 
fidering the convenient Situation of our troops employed in the Deccan between the 
two Prefidencies, we have acquainted the gentlemen at Madrafs, that we referve to 
ourfelves the power of recalling the troops under this eftablifhment whenever the moft 
preffing exigency of our affairs may require it ; and the Prefident has,- in his inftruc* 
tions to Colonel Peach, dire&ed him to pay an implicit obedience, fhould it be judged 
expedient to fend him' fuch an order. 

Bjr private letters fince received from Fort St. George, under date the 2 8th of 
* November, we learn, Hyder Ally, fo far from being intimidated by the vidory lately 
obtained over him by your troops, breathes nothing but vengeance, and is refolved 
to truft his future hopes to the iffue of a fecond engagement; that your army, coni- 
fitting of one thoufand Europeans, , feven battalions of Sepoys, and fixteen pieces of 
cannon, has taken the field under the command of Colonel Jofeph Smith, and is 
marched to the relief of Amboor, a ftrong fbrtrefs, againft which the enemy had ere&ed 
feven batteries ; that Colonel Wood had alfo marched from Trichinopoly with a de* 
tachment of five hundred Europeans, four battalions of Sepoys, and twelve field- 
pieces, to form a junction : and the fame advices, which are indubitable, intimate;, 
that the Prefident and Council there had accepted fome propofals made to them by the 
European officers of Hyder Ally's army, by which they engaged to revolt," with aH 
his European cavalry and Japafs regiments, or to turn his cannon againft him on die 
day of adtion. 

The remainder of the firft brigade, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Pemble, is gone into cantonments at Ghyretty, where it is near at hand to reinforce 
the detachments already fent to Mazulipatam, or even to proceed to Madrafs, fhould 
the fituation of their affairs there require our further affiflance. 

The Prefident has again received letters from Janoqjee and Ragoo-naut Row, de- 
manding payment of the Chout ; and we are informed that the latter of thofe chiefs 
has afiembled an army at Berar, with which he purpofes to enter Hindoftan. Altho* 
we are not under the leaft apprehenfions from that quarter, we communicated this in- 
telligence to Colonel Smith, who ftill remains with the third brigade at Allahabad, 
and have defired him to keep a watchful eye over the adfcions of the Maharattas. 

We have alfo received advice, that Rajah Narraindoo has compelled Mr. Lowe,. the 
Refident at Ganjam, to retire to Tezagapatam, and put a flop, to the intercourfe between 
the two Prefidencies through his country. 

We muft requeft, that you will be pleafed to fupply us with cannon for field-feryice 
by every occafion, the number we have now in (lore being only ten, which is infuflj- 
cfent to fupply the demand made on us by Colonel Smith for the fervice of the army. 
The utility of this article, and the fatal confequences which may attend the want of is, 
are, we pcrfuade ourfelves, too obvious to need our enlarging on the fubjeft. 

A general ftatcment of our revenues, and account of the dilburfements for the la ft 
year, commencing on the ift of January, 1767, fhall be drawn out as foon ys the 
different abftrafts can be collected, and, we hope, will be transmitted to you by.tjie 
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^ fl>*p of Aia feafon. This* we ftatetourfefref * * rfU be : 6tisfti6tory$ as y mr i toay 
thereby perceive, at one point of views the ftate of your receipts and iflues for the 
,wbo}eyear. 

Mr. Campbell being neceffitated to* proceed to Europe in the flrip now under di£ 
patch, has refigned his employ of Secretary to our Board* We muft here, . in juftice 
to that gentleman, aflure you of. the high fenfe we entertain of the zeal, attention, and 
( : -abilities, with which he has purfued your interefts, during the courfcof his long fervices t 
v W this branch of your affairs* 

We have thought proper to nominate Mr. Ffloyer to fticceed him, who has accord- ^ 
ingly received the charge of his office,, and has a feat and voice at our Board in the > 
abfence of any one member.. 

We have the pleafure to tranfmit you by this packet & complete, fet of books and. t 
papers for the year 1767, as per accompanying lift. .. 

We have the honour to be, tkc. v 

H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, RICH. BECHER, CHARGES EFLDYEJU. 



No. xni. 

To the Honourable the. Court of Dire&ort, &'c. . 
Honourable Sirs, Fart-William, peb. 3, i 7 6fe 

* 

The fliort interval between the departure of thfe Etaopay by • which we had the ■ 
"honour to addrefs you, and the prefent difpatch of the Earl of Elgin* affords us bitt 
little matter to communicate by this conveyance, more particularly as we havtebee* 
explicit in our advices by the preceding ftrips of this feafon. . . 

After a long ftate of fufpettce we had been id for the ifiue-of your military opera* . 
fciona on the Coaft of Coromandel, we were this day agreeably relieved. by the receipt 
of a letter from the Secret Department at Madrais, under /date the 1 5 th December, . 
advifing us that your army had, on the 7th of laft month, . defeated that of Hyder , 
Ally a fecond time, and had obliged him to retire with precipitation to Covrepatsir** 
A copy of the letter, which is the only one we have received from that Prfcfidency fmce 
the 20th November laft, we have the honour to tranfmit a number ia the packet, 
for your farther information. 

The overtures lately made to the Prefident of Fort St. George by Ruccum al Dowlah* . 
fcf an accommodation between the Company and the Sub ah, wc are glad to perceive • 
Were rejetfted with difdain. They cannot be too cautions in re-admitting to an alliance 
with them a man whofe perfidious condudl is ftill fo very recent. A perfon fo unfteady^ 
Jn his conduft, and ambitious in his nature, can never be the real well-wifher of a . 
power he has fo much injured. 

We hope ere now the laft divifion of our reinforcement to the Deccan, under the 
ebmmand of Colonel Jdfeph Peach, is fafely arrived and entered upon the fecne of 
aftion. A force fo formidable in itfelf, and fo little expe&ed from a diftant fettle- 
tnent, will, we doubt not, ftrike a terror in the Subah's breaft, and induce hin* to 
withdraw his forces from Hyder Ally, for the fecurity of his own territories. 

By letters fome time fince received from the gentlemen at Madrafs, (which being 
tottered on the face of our proceedings tranfoutted by the Europa, we beg leave to 

refer 
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* fl efc u yotP to) jfrappctfcd/ that they laboured tinder great difficulties* in tM : hondhhtibn 

*4*f a Subah to that jwdviace* in safe Nizam Ally fhoruld^ by an obftinate pcrfev^touice 
in his unjuft meafures, oblige them, to deprive him of his government ; and they were 
•tiven pleafed to requeft our opinion in a matter of fb great importance. We expreffed" 
ouriSrrcs-wtth thar unteferved freedom which we wilh may mutually fubfift between 
.the two Prefidencies ; and judging it expedient to fecure the King's Firmaun* for. the 

^'Domination of feme other perfon, our Prefident was defired to apply for the feme to ■■» 
his Majefty, who has been pleafed to comply with his requeft, and,. in a letter i lately 
:received from him, hepromifed to difpatch a blank Firmaun within five days of the 

'date thereof, to he fitted up with the name of any perfon we may judge moft proper, ... 
for the feeurity and lading tranquility of your pofTeffions on the coal!- This is a 
power we ftiould be loath to avail ourfelves of, excepting in a cafe of the utmofl ne- 
ceffity, and fuch we fear this • will prove, if we can form our judgment from the pre- - 

•ftnt fituation of affairs. . 

When we behold one of the firieft' armies which had ever yet appeared in Hihdoftan, ♦ 
taking the field againft a body of undifciplined troops, we cannot entertain a doubt* 
bUt your arm* will be attended with every .defirable fuccefs.; Hyder Ally has already 
experienced the fuperiority* of your forces, and now that defertion has taken place . 
in his army, cannot but be appreHenftve of the dangers with which be is threatened;,, 
and we flatter ourfelves, that you will foon be compenfated by an honourable and i 
laftiftg peace, for the war and devaftations which have too irtueh of late troubled the 
repofe of the Carnatic. We conclude you will be fully advifed, from the Prefident : 
and Council at Fort St. George, of all their proceedings- fince the commencement of ;' 
hoftilities. \ 

We have very fully reprefehted in our- letters of this- feafonj by the Lord Holland 
and Norfolk, pur apprehenfions of the fatal confequences which mnft unavoidably 
attend the vaft exportation of filver out of this country r we now experienced them in a • 
Very alarming degree, for -it is difficult to procure filver at the Presidency, in ex- 
change even fbf ah hundred gold mohurs. . If you will be pleafed to examine ..your 
tteafuty accounts, you will there find nearly to half the amount of your treafure in * 
gold; nor can we devife an effectual method for preventing an event .which muft 
prove ruhfous to the commerce of this opulent kingdom. To have fent to China in - 
f*6ld fpede the whole amouttt of our remittance of * 24 lacks, would have been incur- 
ring a heavy Iofiy and probably embarrafied your Council ; at Canton, in the provi- 
sion of your China ihveftment. We^were defirous of embracing every opportunity * 
fe clifeck this growing evil, without falling fhort of the annual fupply ; and the gen- 
tlemen at Madrafs, in a letter to this committee, haying recommended the fupplies 
bring fent in gold, provided Afcot rupees were not procurable,' filver being then : 
cheap. The Board determined to fend only one half in filver, and the remainder 
iti epld. We have the pleafure to acquaint you, that -f* fixteen lacks have been at^ 
ready forwarded to that Prefidency for .the China inveftment, . and the remaining l^ight «■ 
lacks will follow in a few days. 

Our Prefident has lately received fome propofals from the French Governor at 
Chandernagore, for carrying on the inveftment of their Company in conjunction with 
yoqr's, by receiving fuch a proportion as we may mutually judge equitable^ and the 
whole to be conduced by your Gomaftahs. Should this propofal, on mature deli- 
beration, be found eligible, by preventing the frequent difpiites which will ever un- 
avoidably arife while Gomaftahs are employed on the part of both nations ; and that 
the provifion of your inveftment will in no fhape fuffer, we fliall, as a preliminary 
article* infill upon their importing bullion for the providing of their inveftment, 

which, 
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-^ic]^ ^^6tft Tvfclt"k cfaobfei tSej^ ifiay hot^ tbr fome yews to odiwrff ^ferj^iotwlth- 
ftaptding every prec&ution on our* p&t, whilft remittances (land! as they isam do; 
it will be Out of our power to prevent their fully fupplying themfelves with whatever 
ftms they may require for bills on Europe. 

The country is at prefent in a perfect ftate of tranquility ; but as this is the feafon 
for the Maharattas, and other country powers, to take the field, we cannot yet* 
yith the leaft degree of certainty, judge of the meafures they may purfue ; for which 
feafon we conceive it is neceffary to keep the third brigade ftilj at Allahabad; biit 
fo foon as this neceffity ceafes, you may be allured it fliall be withdrawn. 
. By this conveyance we have the pleafure to tranfmit to you the broken fett of 
our proceedings, and other books and papers, as per accompanying lift, and have 
the honour to be, with great refpedt, &c. 

: H. VERELST, JOHN C ARTIER, R.BECKER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 



No. XIV. 
To the Honourable Court of Direftors, &c. &c. 

HoNOURABLESlRS, Fort-WMiam, February 9l i 7 6S. 

We embrace the opportunity of the Northington's difpatch, to acquaint you with 
fuch material occurrences as have happened fince our laft advices, under date the 
•3d inflant, duplicate whereof we have the honour to tranfmit a number in this 
packet. 

The town of Chandernagore having laft feafon proved unhealthy, from the great 
quantity of water which fettled therein, the gentlemen thought it neceffary to have 
a ditch made round it, with drains to carry off the water into the Ganges. This 
gave rife to a report which was communicated to the officers of the government, as 
the firft ftep towards ereding a fortification, and they accordingly complained of it 
as fuch to the Prefident. Upon Mahomed Reza Cawn's arrival in Calcutta, fliortly 
after he, and Mr. Chevalier the French Dire&or, requefted that an engineer might 
be fent from hence to furvey that work. Captain Martin was accordingly fent to 
Chandernagore for that purpofe, who has given it as his opinion, that it could not, 
in any degree, be deemed a fortification, or anfwer any other purpofe than what Mr. 
Chevalier affured the Prefident it was intended for. 

We fhall ever encourage the Nabob's vigilance, and affift his authority in putting 
aft early and effe&ual flop to the innovations of our European neighbours ; and wc 
think it very neceffary to be circumfpedt over all their a&ions ; confeious that the 
ftability of your valuable poffeffions depends greatly on their inability to difturb the 
happy ftate of tranquility they now enjoy. 

By the complete fett of country correfpondence, tranfmitted by the Europa, you 
will obferve that Janoojee, one of the Maharatta chiefs, is very felicitous in his de*- 
mands for the Chout, which had regularly been paid during the iatter part of Alliverdy 
Cawn's government. Notwithftanding the imperious ftyle of his letter, we could 
plainly perceive, from the knowledge we have acquired of the cuftoms and manners 
of the Maharattas, that he was defirous to treat with us for the ceffion of Cuttack, 
and of which we have been lately affured by his Vackeel, a perfon of character and 
Ration, and who ftands high in the efteem of his matter. 

The 



r: Tfar Prefidcnt^ >fince MahomodRezaCawnV arrival, i a, Calcutta* Ju$> Kconjunc- 
titin with that minifter, had feveral conferences with -the Tacked on. the fubjedfc.; 
who aflured them that his matter would not liften to any accommodation for the 
ceflion of Cuttack, and confideration for the . Chout, on any other terms than the 
annual payment of fixtecn lacks of rupees *, to be accounted for from the time the \ 
Company., took ., charge of the. Dewanny of thefe provinces; and the Sele<St 
Committee on their behalf to be guarantees. for the Nabob's faithful performance of 
the treaty. In fupport of the propriety of thefe demands he recited the promise 
made to his mafter by Mr. Vanfittart in the year 1763, of paying him all the arrears 
of the Chout, on condition that he did not join his forces to the troops of Coflim Ally 
Cawn, the then Nabob ; and laid much ftrefs upon the afiurances given him by Lord 
Clive, that whenever this treaty fhould be concluded, the annual fum ftipuiated for, 
Ihould commence from the time the Company were invefted with the Dewanny of 
thefe provinces. After many debates the Vackeel confented, with aflurances of his 
matter's concurrence alfo, that the rents which have been collected in Orifla during 
the above period, fliould be fet againft the annual arrears which he demanded. 

By fuch an agreement, and a proper examination of their accounts, the arrears 
will be confiderably diminifhed ; and although we muft e^peft, from the diftradted 
ftate of. the Maharatta government, that they have not coile&ed the whole amount 
of the revenues of that province ; yet we have reafon to believe, that under your 
government, and the immediate infpedtion of your fervants, they may in time amount 
to, if not exceed, the annual tribute demanded. 

As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importance, fo it has en- 
gaged our moft fcrious attention. WJien we confidered the many benefits which 
muft naturally refult from thus uniting, the Company's territories on the Coaft withi 
your valuable poilcfEons in Bengal ; a ftep which will complete the chain of your 
influence and dominion from the -banks of -the Caramnafia . to the fartheft extre- 
mity of the coaft of Coromandel; a meafure, that muft tend fo great' y to the pre- 
feryation of both fettlements, by the mutual fupport it will enable them at all times 
to give each other ; the removing at once every, pretence of the Maharattas for 
difturbing the peace and tranquillity of thefe provinces, r and th<? ihock it will give to 
their ftrength and power whenever it may be found neceflary to feparate fb principal 
a member as Janoojee, who, during the whole courfe of his negociations, has. ex- 
prefled an earneft defire to enter into an offenfivc and defenfive alliance with us : all 
thefe confiderations having been attentively weighed and debated in Committee, w<j 
refolved to acquiefce in the propofals of the Vackeel, and to bring the treaty to as 
fpeedy a conclusion as poflible. Our Prefident has accordingly fignified our aflent 
in a letter to Janoojee, and has requefted of the Nabob, to agree to it on his part. 
Copies of the propofed agreements on the part of the Nabob and us being entered 
after our proceedings, we beg leave to refer you to them ; and we flatter ourfclvcs 
our condudt herein will meet with the honpur of your fandtion and approbation. . 

In our addrefs by the Norfolk you were made acquainted "with our reafons for not 
reinforcing the detachment under the command of Captain Kinloch, in order to ef- 
fect the firft intention of the expedition to Napaul. We attributed • the failure of 
that enterprize to a mifcondudt in the commanding officer, and accordingly directed 
Mr. Rumbold, chief of Patna, to ,<j>rder Captain JKinloch to repair thither, that a 
court of enquiry might fit on his conclude put Mr* Rumbold, in his reply to our 
letter .on that fubjeft, having fet. forth the many unfurmountable and unavoidable 
accidents which that officer met with in tfye courfe of hisjiiarch, which occafioned 
the failure of the expedition, we countermanded our orders for recalling him ; and 

. directed 
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ckire&ed him to fecure the aoquHmon of latid* m that cotrtrtrv, whicft tre hope Intt 
fill !y indemnify the Company for the charge incurred on that enterprtee 1 ; ft beihg 
our determined refolution not to make a fecond attempt, while there is any proba- 
bility of a further reinforcement being wanted from hence for the affiftance of thd 
•Madrafs Prefidency. 
. Mahomed Reza Cawn, who frequently complained to the Prefidency of the de- 
clining ftate of his health, occ^fioqed by a continual application to the bufineft of 
the government, has lately requeftcd our permiflion for the nomination of fome'per- 
fon to aflift him, as he may be frequently rendered incapable of attending himfelr to 
the bufinefs of the Cutcherry, or any other accident (hould befel him •; #nd recom- 
mended Fatty Ally Cawn, who had for fome time paft been affifting, and whom he 
ihould as fully as in his power inftrtift iti the bufinefs. We deemed his rfequeft but 
teafonable; and Mr. Sykes informing us that the perfon recommended was of in- 
tegrity, attention, and abilities, we readily confented to Jits appointment. 

We mud, in juftice to Mahomed Reza Cawn, exprefs the high f?nfe we entertain 
of the abilities and indefatigable attention he has Ihewn in the execution of the im- 

{>ortant truft repofed in him-; and we cannot but lamfcnt the profpeft of lofing his 
ervices from the prefent declining ftate of his health. 

It is with plealuii we obferve, that fo fmall a fum only as rupees * 46,205 . 14 . 3 
was deemed irrecoverable, from the outftanding balance of the Bahar revenues for 
-the laft year, amounting to rupees f 541,327. 11 .6. Mr. RumbokTs conduft ia 
the colle&ions has met with our entire approbation ; and we do not doubt, but the 
'tour he propofes to make through the different parts of that province will afford him 
an opportunity of making a thofe minute adjustment of the revenues. Mr. Sykes'i 
late journey to the Dinagepore and Piirnca countries, affords us a ; profpeft of the 
good effedbs which are likely to enfue from a ftriA - examination into the ftate of the 
collections. The frauds, embezzlements, and -a variety of atrocious crimes com- 
mitted by the Zemindars aftid officers Qf the government inveftfd with the charge of 
thofe collections appear in the moft glaring light, the timely dete&ioii whereof may 
he productive of a confidcrable increafe of your revenues. We hav£ the accounts 
-at prefent -under examination j arid in the mean time have recottiftiended it to the 
minifters to make very fevere examples of the offenders, in order to deter others from 
the like practices in future. 

We highly commend the zeal, attention, and afliduity with which Mr. Sykes ha* 
^exerted hirrffelf for your interefts on this and every other occafion, which has fallen 
omelet his department. 

Having reafon to believe that fome Europeans ftili continue in different parts of 
the country, carrying on a trade there in defiance of the repeated orders of the Se- 
lect Committee, we have again laid pofitive injunctions on the chiefs of Subordi- 
nates and commanders of the brigades, to apprehend and fend down immediately to 
the Prefidency all fuch perfofcs who may be found without a proper licence trotfl 
the Select Committee, or the Governor. For thoroughly perfuaded as we are, 
that fuch a praftice is fubverfive of the peace, tranquillity, and good government 
«of this country, we are determined that our orders (hall be ftridtly obeyed. ^ l 

Mr. George Vanfittart has tranfmitted to us feveral abftrads of the collections in 
the Midnapore and Jellafore provinces, with fome other papers relative thereto, 
written in the Bengal language. We have directed him to fend down to Calcutta, 
the perfons from whom thofe accounts were taken* . that they may be fworn to, attefted, 
«nd recorded in the Mayor's Court, Ift the mean time the Bengal papers are ordered 

-to 
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#* be*ranfl**ec^ abd we hope to fend tkem to "ydte property authenticate^ by the Ad* 
spiral Pococke, 

By private advices which the Prefident has lately received from Colonel Jofeph Peachy 
commanding the troops in the Deccan, deftined againft Hyder-abad, we learn, that 
they had advanced within forty-four Cofs of that city, after having taken Cetnamety 
a ftrong fortrefs, and another fort called Wellengalt : , that the Colonel was only 
waiting for a fupply of mufquet ammunition to proceed on his journey ; and that the 
enemy have little or no force to oppofe them. 

By letters which the Prefident has alfo received from Madrafs, we are informed, 
that Ruccun al Dowlah, the prime minifter of Nizam Ally, Subah of the Deccan, had 
been for fome days negotiating with Colonel Jofeph Smith, for an accommodation be- 
tween the Subah and the Englifh; and for this purpofe it was faid, that Ruccun al 
Dowlah intended to proceed to Madrafs, finally to conclude with the gentlemen there 
a treaty of peace, on the part of his matter, who feem, by their laft advices, inclined 
to encourage the advances made by the Subah for that purpofe* 

We have, fince our laft difpatch, received feveral letters' from Colonel Smith, con- 
cerning his fentiments of the conduit of Sujah al Dowlah ; but as we have no 
reafon to alter the opinion we have hitherto entertained of the Vizier, we have only . 
to refer you to the Colonel's letters, which appear upon our proceedings. 

We have the pleafure to transmit you by this packet, the broken fett of Committee 
proceedings fince the laft difpatch, and other papers as by the accompanying lift. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

H. VEREbST, J, CARTIER, R. BECHER, C FFLOYER. 



No. XV, 

To the Honourable the Cwrt of DireStors, &c. 
Honourable Sir s> Fart Williart, Marcb' «4> i7?fc 

The difpatch of the Admiral PoCocke, the laft of ycrtir annual {hipping, affords us 
an opportunity to advife you of the occurrences Which have happened fince our laft 
addrefs, under date the 29th ultimo, a duplicate whereof we have the honour to. 
enclofe. 

Munneer al Dowlah*s conduA^ fince his return to Allahabad from the Prefidency, 
has caufed a difcontent in the mind of Sujah al Dowlah. The authority which he has 
aflumed over the royal houfe, and particularly of the Vizarut, which the Nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah was invefted with at our requeft, gives us too much reafonj, to con- 
clude he has filled the royal ear with ideas unfavourable to the Vizier, as well as the 
folemn engagement we have entered into. When we confider the haughty- difpo- 
fition of a perfon, whofe reputation and influence are Very confiderable in the empire, * 
we cannot be furprifed if he takes offence at being deprived of thofe honours he is 
entitled to, and which, with a lavifh hand, have been conferred upon another ; who, 
in reality, is a fervant of the Vizier's, and placed bv him near his majefty's perfon* 
He has, on many occafions, reprefented to our Prefident, the uneafinefs fuch a con* 
dudfc has given him ; reminded him of his appointment to that dignity when the 
treaty was concluded, and fignified his earneft defire* through our mediation, to be 
invefted with the authority, thus \tith~held from him by the jealoufy of the King, 
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and the artifices of a favourite fervant. He has repeated afiuraoees that we will 
religioufly adhere to the treaty fubfifting between us : and Munneer al Dowlah has 
b^en told, that his late conduit has incurred our difpleafure ; and that we expert, if 
he regards our friendfhip, he will make proper conceflions to the Vizier, for the dif- 
refj>eQ:ful behaviour he has obferved towards him. 

Sujah al Dowlah, in his letters to his majefty, folicits to be admitted into the 
royal prefcnce, and to a (hare in his councils and adminiftrations ; but his felicitations 
have not yet had the defircd effedt. 

By a letter from Colonel Sir Robert Barker we perceive, with pleafure, the profpedt 
of a reconciliation between the Vizier and Munneer al Dowlah. He therein ac- 
quaints us, that the former is defirous of an interview at Faiz-abad, and we have di- 
rected him to prevail upon the latter to accompany him thither. We do not doubt 
but a meeting will be effected, and that the fubjedt of the prefent difputes will be 
terminated to the fatisfa&ion of the King and his Vizier. 

We can hardly expedfc that his majefty will confent to Sujah al Dowlah's officiating 
near his royal perfon, nor indeed is that a point infilled on ; but we think it but juft 
and rcafonable he fhould be confulted with, and informed of all material tranfadions 
at court ; as the feal of the Vizarut is in his name, and actually made ufe of as a fignet 
to the royal mandates. 

. Should the King perfift in his refufal to admit Sujah al Dowlah again to his ho- 
nours, we fhall ferioufly remind him of the folemn engagements we have reciprocally 
entered into, for the fecurity of his majefty's perfon, the defence of Sujah al Dowlah's 
dominions, and the peace and tranquility of thefe provinces. We fhall alfo point 
out to him, the ill confequences which may attend a rupture, which he thus endea- 
vours- to effeft, with a man formidable as Sujah al Dowlah ; and although it is our 
determination to adhere inviolably to the treaty we have made with his majefty, we 
muft not forget that we are equally bound in friendfhip to Sujah al Dowlah. 

By letters from the fecret department at Madrafs, we have the pleafure to be in- 
formed they have concluded a treaty with the f Subah, and that a deputation was fent 
to him to fee it ratified. The Prefident having in private letters from thence re- 
ceived a copy of the terms which have been mutually aflented to, we conclude a 
knowledge of them will afford you fatisfaftion, and have the honour to tranfmit them 
to you a number in this packet. 

We beg leave to congratulate you on an event which promifes fo favourable a 
profpeft of reducing Hyder Ally, and effe&ually fecuring your pofleffions on the Coaft* 
The rebel thus deferted by the Subah, difturbed by the Maharattas, and threatened 
with the lofs of his pofleffions on the Malabar Coaft, by a confiderable detachment 
of your forces, which the gentlemen of Bombay have deftined for that fervice, muft 
foon fall a facrifice to his ambitious projects ; and his ruin will, we hope, eftablifh 
a lading peace and tranquility in the Carnatic, and fix your pofleffions on a perma- 
nent and folid bafis. 

The demands made on us from the Prefidency of Madrafs, for the fupport of die 
war, amount to * 20 lacks of rupees. We have determined to fupply them with -jr 1 2 
lacks from your treafury, and have defired them to appropriate J three lacks for that 
ufe from the funis we have remitted thither, for the fervice of your China inveftment. 
They will, by fuch means, be furnifhed with an immediate fupply of U 15 lacks of 
rupees, to enable them to profecute the war againft Hyder Ally ; and we have pro- 
mifed them a farther fum of § five lacks early in September, fhould they require it. 

The great demands which have been made on this Prefidency for fupplies of mo- 
ney from every quarter, have reduced your treafury to a very low ftate, and alarm us 

for 
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4 Nizam Ally, Subah of the Deccan. 
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•for the confequences which rhtlft inevitably attend fuch a vaft exportation frotn this 
■ country. We are apprehenfive that the very great fcarcity of filver muft afFeft your 
inveftment for the enfuing feafon, as it is with the utmoft difficulty we now procure 
fufficient for the immediate neceffary advances for that purpofe. 

We have fo frequently reprefented to you the fatal confequences with which we 
are threatened, by the great exportation of filver from hence, that we are perfuaded 
you will leave no meafurcs uneffedted to relieve us from our approaching diftrefsful 
date. 

It is with great concern we obferve fo great a part of our proceedings filled with 
difagreeable altercations between Colonel Smith and the Seledt Committee. We wiih 
to preferve that harmony and unanimity which has fo long fubfifted between the 
members of this Board, as we are fenfible fuch a condud alone can tend to the prof- 
perity of your affairs, and to preferve that degree of fubordination which is happily 
eftablifhed among your fervants. In order, therefore, to remove every caufe for 
future difcon tent between us and the Colonel, we have very fully pointed out to him 
the authority which we deem vefted by our honourable employers in us and in our 
Prefident ; and we doubt not but fuch a ftep will be productive of that harmony in 
future, which we are defirous to effed. 

A difference in opinion amongft us may eafily arife, and cannot be deemed a crime 
in any perfon ; but we wilh to preferve it within proper limits, as we can never admit 
any fingle member of our Board to aft independently, and even without previoufly 
confulting us, in matters of the greateft importance. As we entertain the mod fa- 
vourable fentiments of the merit and abilities of Colonel Smith, we cheerfully confent 
to refer the fubjedts of our differences to your impartial determination. 

We are forry it is not in our power to tranfmit you by this conveyance, translates 
of the Bengal accounts of the Midnapore and Jellafore collections, which we before 
advifed you had been fent us by Mr. George Vanfittart, as they are very voluminous, 
and require firft to be tranflated into the Perfian language, and from thence into En- 
gliih, which our time will not admit of. The abftrads, however, now wait on you 
numbers in the packet, certified by our Secretary to be true copies of the original 
papers, tranfmitted from Midnapore. 

We have the pleafure to tranfmit you Mr. Sykes's correfpondence with the Ze- 
mindars, and other officers of the government ; .the broken fett of our proceedings 
fince the laft difpatch, and other papers as by the accompanying lift* 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

H. VERELST, J. CARTIER, R. BECHER, C. FFLOYER. 



No. XVI. 
To the Honourable the Court of Dire£tors % &c. 

HON. SlRS, Fort William, Sept. 13, 176S. 

We had the honour to advife you in our addrefs by the Admiral Pococke, under 
date the 24th March laft, of all material occurrences in your affairs under our di- 
rection, and to tranfmit to you 6ur proceedings down to that period of time ; a 
duplicate of thofe advices now waits on you a number in this packet, 

K 2 . We 
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*;JW4 have been favoured with your commands bearing dates the loth- 
1*767, the 12th January, and 16th March 1768, by theleverai fhips of this feafon r 
ttfitfhich you may be affured all due obedience (hall be paid, unlefs a deviation from 
ahy part of them may be deemed moft conducive to- your intereft. Senfible of the* 
important truft repofed in the Seledt Committee, their warmed endeavours have been 
exerted to uphold the influence you have happily acquired ; and to fecure upon the 
moft permanent foundation, your great and valuable pofiefiions in thefe provinces. 
We are happy to perceive the fuccefs with which their labours have been crowned, 
has rendered it unneceflary for you to continue to us thofe fuperintending powers 
With which they have heretofore been vetted. The concluding of treaties, difburfe- 
ments of money, and the fupreme power over your military, will therefore in future 
be conducted by your President and Council ; and wc (hall continue in the manage- 
ment of your political concerns, and the collection of the Dewanny revenues, within 
the limitation prefcribed by your late orders. 

The Prefident and Council having referred to us the $$, $6, and 58 paragraphs of 
your letter to them, of the 20th November 1767, we forwarded the fame to the re- 
sident at the Durbar, with directions to tranfmit to us all his accounts of the revenues 
adjufted to the 31ft July, in time, if poflible to be laid before that Board, and feat you- 
by this opportunity. 

The 23, z&2 $°y 3*> an< * 3 2 paragraphs of your commands to us, dated i6tb 
March, have hkewife been fent to Mr. Sykes. We have direCted him to reprefent 
to the minifters the impropriety of their holding lands under the country governments 
and that it is expected they will difcontinue that practice in future. We direCted 
him alfo to draw out an account of the charges of collections in the Dacca province^, 
and "an account of all dilburfements whatfoever, which have caufed deductions fron* 
the annual amount of its revenues ; which, when tranfmitted to us, fliall be for- 
warded for your particular information. 

We have recommended to him to obtain information from the minifters,. how far 
the introduction of our laws of inheritance, which you have been pleafed to point- 
out to us, may affeCt the claims of the country government over the natural right*; 
of the native. 

The Poonah was held at Murfhed-abad, with the ufual forms and folemnity, the- 
14th May laft; the Prefident being unable to aflift thereat in perfon, by rcafon of his. 
ill ftate of health, Mr. Cartier proceeded up to the city on that occafion, and offi- 
ciated in his ftead. The eftimate then, formed of the revenues, to be collected in*, 
the prefent year, is entered upon the face- of our proceedings^ which we have the- 
honour to tranfmit by this conveyance; and we beg leave to refer to the letters ad- 
drefled jointly from Meffrs. Cartier and Sykes, for a particular explanation of the- 
manner in which the ftatement is formed. 

Thofe gentlemen deferred the holding of the Pooaah as long as it could prudently 

be done, without endangering the current collections, in order to bring in a3 much? 

as poflible of the outftanding ballances of laft year. They are as fmall as we could. 

reasonably expeCt ; and have arilen from the remarkable inundation- of laft feaibn, 

and other cafualties, unavoidable in the collection of revenues in a country of luch 

vaft extent. You will be pleafed to obferve, that among the ballances incurred, is 

one lack * of rupees, occasioned by a deficiency in the revenues of Dinageporc ; not- 

withftanding Mr. Sykes afl'urcs us, he has paid the greateft attention to the collections. 

of that province, from a fufpicion of many frudulent practices having been com* 1 

mttted there by the Zemindars and other officers of the government, and the very 

cppreflSve meafiircs they have purfucd towards the farmers of thofe lands. Even? 

poflible endeavour has been ufed in obtaining the ballancc from the late collector of 

that 
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that province. He at €rft Teemed witting to pay that ium ; but at length abfoluteljr 
refufed, unlefs he was reinftatcd in the management of Rungpore and Dinagepore, and 
permitted to take thofc countries on his own terms. So infolent a refufal, and a pro- 
pofal fo injurious to your intercft, induced the minifters to difmifs him from his 
employment ; and we are exerting our utmoft endeavours to recover the ballance 
due; 

Mr. Rooke is, for the prefent, at Dinagepore, in order to convey fuch informa- 
tions to the refident at the Durbar as he may obtain, of the mal-pra&ices purfued by 
the officers entrufted with the management of the collections in that province : but we 
. have ftri&ly forbid that he interferes in any degree whatfoever with the country 
government ; and we have directed that he remain no longer than is abfolutely ne^- 
ceflary for that fervice. 

The accounts of Meerza Coffim, the late Fouzdar of Houghly, are ftill under 
the examination of the minifters. Frauds have already been difcovercd therein, to the 
amount of * 120,000 rupees ; of which fum, -f- 100,000 rupees have been recovered 
into the treafury at Murfhed-abad. 

Mr. Sykes has reprefented to us the inconvenience he muft labour under in tranfedb- 
ing the bufinefs of the Durbar, from the Council's having appropriated Midnapore 
houfe to the uie of the chief at Coffimbazar ; which place he has for fome time pafl: 
made his principal refidence, by reafon of the unhealthy fituation of Mooty-jecl. We 
could not, with the leaft degree of delicacy to that Board, take this matter agaia 
into confidcration ; and he was therefore told it Ihould be referred to the decifioa 
of you, our honourable employers. 

The Bahar collections have this year been nearly adequate to the preceding. Mr. 
Rumbold advifes us, that the revenues being almoft colledted, he propofes making 
a tour through that province, accompanied by Rajah Scetabroy, and to fettle the 
Bundabuft for the enfuing year, from which tour we flatter onrfelves that we (halt 
acquire a more exaft knowledge of the (late of that province. 

The Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, having complained in his letters to the Prefident of 
the mifconduft of Gomaftahs trading in his dominions under the fan£tion of the 
Englifh name, we did not hefitate to give him an early proof of our regard to his 
reprefentations ; and accordingly came to a refolution of prohibiting all your fer- 
vants, as well as other Europeans refiding under your direction, from carrying any 
trade, diredtly or indire&ly, beyond the provinces, after a certain time limited for the 
adjuftment of their outftanding concerns, under pain of confifcation of his goods, and 
difmiflion from your fervice, if a covenanted fervant ; and if a free merchant, or 
other European, the immediate lofs of your protection. Such orders have been iflued^ 
and fuch precautions taken in the pofting of officers at the different ftations on the 
rivers > as have enforced this regulation in the mod effectual manner. 

Having on all occafions moft religioufly fulfilled the articles of our treaty with 
the Vizier, we entertained hopes that our attachment to his interefts would difpef 
every fufnicion which his jealoufy of our fuperior influence might probably have 
created in his breaft ; but fo far from having produced that happy effedt, we have 
too much reafon to believe that his unbounded ambition will make him regard us 
Tather as his rivals for power, than his Heady friends ; and that his attachment to us 
proceeds from his inability to deprive us of that reputation we have eftablifhed in aa 
empire, in which he and his family have borne the moft exalted ftarions in the 
royM ho,:fe. 

The Nabob continues to be extremely folicitous to be invefted with the full au~ 
thoricy of Vizier, and to enter upon the functions of that office. The King is equally 

avcric 
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averfe to the Nabob's requeft, and pofitive in refilling him any other power than \,he 
.nominal dignity. Our mediation has been folicited by them both, and our Tepre- 
fentations have not been wanting ; but the imperious condudt of the Nabob towards 
his royal mailer, and the enmity fubfifting between them, will, we apprehend, prove 
an iufuperable bar to their reconciliation. 

We cannot but with concern obferve, that our fentiments with regard to Sujah al 
F>owlah's condudt greatly differ from thofe we had the honour tb.tranfmit to you by 
the (hips of laft fcafon. P>ents fince that period, will, we doubt not, juftify the 
change ; and make it a duty incumbent on us, as we regard the welfare of the Com- 
pany, to adopt every prudent meafure for evading the blow it is not impoffible he 
may be mecUtating againft their valuable pofleflions in thefe provinces. When we 
confidered the very rapid progrefs he has lately made in his levies of troops ; his ex- 
traordinary vigilance in the diicipline of his army ; the reports which we have received 
of his inviting auxiliaries into his lervice, at a time when perfect tranquility feemed 
to reign throughout the empire ; the connexions he is forming with different powers ; 
the eftablifhing a foundery, which has already fupplied him with a quantity of can- 
non for field fervice ; and his amazing improvement in the making of fmall arms, 
which are by no means inferior in quality to the very beft exported to India : all 
thefe were circumftances which naturally demanded our moft ferious attention, and 
compelled us to refolve upon lofing as little time as poflible in arriving to fome de- 
gree of certainty with regard to his future defigns. 

As previous fteps towards the fecurity of your brigade ftationed at Allahabad, we 
immediately came to a rcfolution of eftablifhing a magazine of provifions in that 
fort for their maintenance, and on fending up a fupply of * ten lacks of rupees for 
their fubfiftence, as foon as the ftate of the Murfhed-abad or Patna treafury fhould 
enable us to appropriate fo large a fum for that purpofc. 

Senfible of the vaft importance of the fort of Chunar to Sujah al Dowlah, in cafe 
he fhould come to an open rupture with us, we have dire&ed Colonel Barker to re- 
inforce the garrifon we have at prefent therein, fhould he have reafon to judge fuch a 
ftep neceflary from the future operations of the Nabob. It is a matter that requires 
the utmoft delicacy, and as fuch we have recommended it to the Colonel : who, we 
are perfuaded, will take every precaution in effecting it, fhould it become neceflary. 

The next and moft important meafure adopted, was the appointment of a de- 
putation to proceed to Allahabad, to reprefent to Sujah al Dowlah, in perfon, the 
fufpicions which his late condudt has created ; and to endeavour, by a candid invefti- 
gation of fads and friendly argument, to convince him of the inviolable faith with 
which we have on our parts adhered to the treaty ; and require his reafons for fo con- 
liderable an augmentation of his force, at a time when even the moft remote danger 
to his pofleflions was not to be apprehended ; and that we have taken this method of 
communicating to him our fentiments, which we hope will convince him of the fin- 
cerity of our attachment, and our earned defire of continuing the friendfhip which 
has fubfifted fince the treaty. But if, contrary to our moft earneft wifhes, he fhould 
be deaf to every remonftrance of this nature, the deputation is then empowered to' 
requeft his majefty will order the immediate reduction of his force, as a ftep eflentially 
neceflary for his fafety and our own, and to acquaint the Vizier that we are deter* 
mined to enforce an obedience to the orders of his royal matter ; fince we hold it ab- 
folutely and indifpenfibly neceflary to prevent any one neighbouring power acquiring 
fuch degree of ftrength or power, as may enable him to difturb the general tran- 
quility of the empire. This meafure will not, however, be purfucd, until every per- 
fuafive argument is become of no effedt. 

The 
• 125,000/. 
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... The mare effectually- to fuccecd in out negpeiations when the rainy fcafon ihall be 
pad, we intend to direct the fecond brigade to march to the Caramnafla. We are 
of opinion that when the Nabob perceives our fixed determination to bring this 
matter to an iflue, it will make him refle<3: ferioufly on the impropriety, not to fay 
folly, of his conduft. 

The President moft readily tendered his fervices on this occafion, notwith (landing 
his ill ftate of health for fome time paft ; but the Seledt Committee not deeming it 
neceflary to put him to the inconvenience of undertaking fp long a journey, ap- 
pointed Mr. Cartier and Colonel Smith two members of the deputation, and ap- 
plied to the Council for the nomination of Mr. Ruflel as a third ; for there being only 
three remaining members of the Seledt Committee (the number you have directed 
conftantly to be on the fpot to tranfadt the bufinefs of this department) another 
member from our Board could not with propriety be fent. Thofe three gentlemen 
will accordingly proceed up the country as foon as the Valentine's difpatches fhall be 
clofed. The inftrudtions with which they are furniihed will plainly evince our ear- 
nefl defire of preferring the peace inviolate, and to accommodate matters with the. 
Vizier on the moft friendly terms ; and we are perfuaded that the gentlemen, to 
whom we entruft this important negociation, will exert their zealous endeavours to 
accomplish the wifhes of your Selea: Committee, and to fix the general tranquility 
on a permanent bafis. 

Be aflured, gentlemen, it is with the utmoft relu&ance that we find ourfelves re- 
duced to the neceflity of making hoflile preparations againft any power of Hindo- 
ftan ; but more particularly againft a prince, whofe attachment and fidelity to our 
caufe we have attempted to engage by every friendly office in our power. The 
fecurity of your territorial polfeffions call aloud for thefe meafures ; and we fliould be 
wanting in duty and fidelity to the valuable truft repofed in us, if we remained inat- 
tentive, whilft fo rcfpedtable a power is daily incrcafing. Our rcfolutions upon this 
important point have not been the work of an hour, they have refulted from 
repeated and mature deliberations. To them, therefore, as they (land recorded upon 
the face of our proceedings, we beg leave to refer you ; and we hope the meafures 
deemed neceflary to be purfued will have the honour of your approbation. 

From the abovementioned circumftances you will no doubt perceive the impracti- 
cability of removing the third brigade from its ftation at Allahabad, which has con- 
tinued there at the particular rcquifition of the King and Sujah al Dowlah. We 
muft, on this occafion, exprefs our great aftonifhment at the pofitive orders you have 
lately fent us, for withdrawing that brigade, under pain of being rendered refponfible 
for all the confequences which may enfue from its continuance. Such an abfolute 
reftri<5lion, without permitting us upon the fpot to judge how far from time and cir- 
cumftances fuch a mcafure may be purfued, muft, we apprehend, on fome hiture 
occafion be produdtivc of the utmoft evil confequence to your affairs. In the prc- 
fent cafe for inftance, did we not regard your interefts above every other considera- 
tion, you might poflibly, by an immediate execution of your orders, be reduced, in 
the fpace of a few weeks, from the moft flourifhing fituafion to the Ioweft diftrefs. 
Sujah al Dowlah would then have the King at his mercy, and might obtain that 
right to your pofleffions, by which you now hold them. He would then have no 
curb on his ambition ; and being thus left at large to purfne his hoftile intentions* 
might, with cafe, enter thefe provinces with a numerous body of cavalry, harrafs 
your troops, without putting it in their power to bring him to an a&ion ; and de- 
ilroy thofe very countries from which vou receive fucn immenfe revenues ; but as 
our army is now ftationed, the third brigade is a chfiQ*. W all our neighbours, and 
more particularlv on the Vizier. 

We 
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We are alio concerned to find that . our resolution, on the approach cf Ahtfcl* 

la, to raife a body of Mogul horfe, does not meet with your approbation* We. 
came to this refolution in confequence of Colonel Smith's representations of the ab- 
folute ncceQity of entertaining a corps of cavalry, fhould there be a profpedt of real 
fervice. We judged it indifpeniibly neceflary to give the Colonel this power; at 
the fame time we ftrongly recommended to him not to make levies, unlefs the fitii- 
ation of affairs fhould abiblutely require ir. You will find that our recommendation 
had all the effedt we could defire; fince on the rumour of Abdalla's return, the 
fervice did not require that you fliould incur the lead unnecefiary expence, nor was^ 
a fingle horfeman entertained. 

But we are obliged to enlarge on this fubjeft from the prefent fituation of your affairs. 
It never will be our intention, in any cafe whatfoever, to raife a body of horfe fo nu- 
merous as to oppofe the thoufands of cavalry that may be brought againft us ; but 
we cannot conceive it would be warrantable to rijfk not only the perfons of your 
commanders in chief, and principal officers of your army, but perhaps fuch convoy* 
on the fate of which the fuecefs of our operations might folely depend, to the very 
precarious fidelity of the troops of another power. You have only three hundred 
norfe in your pay ; a number by no means fufficient for the ordinary guards and pa-* 
troles of the camp. Without cavalry it would be impoffibie for your officers to 
conduct their operations ; fince they could not at any time reconnoitre the enemy's 
fituation, without marching a large corps of infantry for a covering party ; and 
making this a common practice, would harrafs your army beyond meafure. The fe- 
curing of convoys is a point of too much importance to truft to any other troops than 
thofe in your own pay. In ihort, itfeems the opinion of all the principal officers of 
the army, that in time of fervice a fmall body of cavalry is indifpenfibly neceflary. 
However, you may reft perfedtly aflured, that on this, as well as all your other or- 
ders, we (hall never depart from the fyftem you have prefcribed, unlefs the fervice 
fhould abiblutely require it ; and then we fhall obferve the greateft oeconomy. 

Colonel Barker informs us that Abdalla is making preparations for marching 
again towards Hindoftan. That he left Cabool in May laft, and joined his army* 
which had taken .the field ; and that a part of it, reinforced by the neighbouring • 
powers, is marching towards Cafhmeer, Mult&n, and Lahore ; but we do not find 
this intelligence confirmed by later advices. 

Jewhar Sing, the chief of the Jauts, was aflaflinated on July laft, by an unknown 
hand. We do not hear that his death has caufed any great commotions, his bro- 
ther, Row Rutten Sing, having fttcceeded him without oppofition ; and has wrote 
to our Prefident, exprefling his hopes of the continuance of that friendfhip towards 
him, as fubfifted with his predeceflbr. The Nabob Sujah al Dowlah is preparing to 
march his army to the affiftance of Achmed Cawn Bungifh, one of the Rohilla 
chiefs, as he intimates, at his particular requifition. 

By letters from the fecret department at Fort St. George, we obferve they are pur- 
fuing with vigour their operations againft Hyder Ally. The main body of their 
army, joined by a detachment of Colonel Campbell, arc encamped within twenty- 
five miles of Bengulou ; a ftrong fortrefs, on which the rebel places great depend- 
ence, having fubdued the feveral forts laying between their army and their own gar- 
rifons. Hyder Ally is alfo encamped near that place with his whole force, confifting 
of eleven thoufand cavalry and infantry, and determined it feems to defend it to the 
laft extremity. The fiege we doubt riot is e'er now commenced ; and as the extirpar 
tion of Hyder Ally will greatly depend on the fuecefs of your arms in that enterprize, 
We fhall remain in a ftate of anxiety., waiting for the ifiuc. 

The 
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*^e great number of cannon and ftoresthey have acquainted us is' neceffafy to 
'triable them to carry on the liege, has induced us to refolve on fending them a fup- 
frtytJf fhot by the 'flrft conveyance which offers for the Coaft ; and as they ilill con- 
tinue to reprefent t& us- their urgent ocoafions for money, we ftiall a!fo embrace 
the farhfe opportunity to fetid them as ample a fupply as the ilate of our treafury will 
admit of. 

'• The detachment urtdef Colonel Peach in the Deccan has been lately employed 
againft Narraindoo, and the other tcfra£tory Zemindars of the Chicacole Sircar* 
He has jSoflWfed hihtfelf of '-a fort belonging to the former, which was evacuated on 
hisjnakittga pra&icablc breach; and' he, with his fcattered army, is retired to his 
ftrong holds among the mountains. The Colonel is at prefent at. Kimedy ; and the 

;entfemcn at Madrafs, upon a rumour of Nizam Ally's difaffe&ion to their caufe, 

lave thought it nceeftary to keep that detachment, either to remain as a check over 
the rebellious conduct of the Zemindars, or for the t prefervation of the Sircars* 
fliould the Subah attempt any- hoftile meafures againft' them. ■ . 

• • The Prdfid^nt ' and Council at Bombay, at the requeft of the Madrafs Rrefidency* 
fitted* out an afttikment, tohfifting of Jshfee ftiips, many fmall .veflels and boats, witlr 
"live Inindred' Europeans, and eight hundred Sepoys, againft Hyd$r Ally's ^offeffiohs 
on the Malabar <J>aft> which they reduced on .the .firft of March, together with the 
greateft part of his fleet. The rapid fuccefles of this armament would have been 
attended with the greateft confeqaences^ in fupportof the meafures' putfued by your 
arrtiy 'xm the Coaft, 'had they been permanent. But the return of Major Gowin and 
Mr. Wfctfon to Bombay foon after, with : i principal part of: their marine force and 
fome Europeans, on account of <foe approaching rainy feafon, encouraged Hyder Ally 
to march a great part 'of his forces to Mangalore in perfon, with which he threatened 
the re-<rapt\i're' <rf tffis important fettfement. The major part of the garrifon, tho? 
confiderable in ftrength, ftruck with a panic at his approach, inftead of making re* 
fiftance as foldiers, mod fcandaloufly abandoned their poft, and retired to Tillicherry* 
and'-riie f ernfcindef' fuffcred themfclves>'to be r taken: prifoheis in the fort, with all 
their ammunition and warlike ftores. Thus was the Myforean reftored on a fudden 
to thofc valuable poffeflions', which the lofs of muft have greatly difconcerted him in 
his military operations oh the Coaft, Ah event highly favourable to his caufe, as 
the neighbouring powers may poffibjy be impreffed with . an idea of his fuperior 
&iil and courage, and will hardly "now be prevailed upon to join our arms againft 

4iim. •?.'■.. 

- Their "defeat, and thelofles incurred by that expedition, have reduced the garrifon 
at Bombay fo' very confiderably, as to difable them from attempting a fecond enter- 
prize, unlefs reinforced from your other fettlcments. They have reprefentcd this 
matter very fully to the Prefidcncy at Madrafs, and requcfted of them to apply to us 
for affiftance, fhould they be unable to afford them any from thence. On any inch ap- 
plication being made to us, ■ we fhali readily grant them every affiftance that will be 
compatible with our own fitnation. 

The Prefident and Council having determined on not returning the fhip Admiral 
Watfon to Europe, we thought it moft advifeable to fend her round to Bombay, 
whither (he will prove an additional force to their marine, ih'ould they attempt a Se- 
cond enterprize againft Hyder Ally, and if not wanted for fuch fervice, fhe might 
either be difpofed of there to equal advantage as at this port, or fent round to Madrafs 
wirh a cargo of cotton, to aflift that Prefidcncy in the remittances for their China in- 
-veftment. For this purpofe we recommended to the Council their ordenng the neccf- 
iary repairs to be made to her, and ihe is now under difpatch. 

L The 
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, TV French atCSumdermepce having of ktc taken up laige fu«s of mo&ey i& fitter 
fpeeie, and tranfmitted. tta, £me to PoiutkWry,. we were apprebenfiv* that fuck '.* 
proceeding nuift be pro<|uttiye of dangerous con&queuces to tht* country, unieS^ 
flop was put to it in future, and therefore, recommended to th* minMfcrs q£ the Wk 
vemmem to pn>hi)wt all exportation of filverfirom thefe provinces, mad (o imppfe fecli 
penalty on difobedience as they might think proper. And it being alio neceflaty, Jfr 
peprefeat to his majefty the many evils arififtg from the very fiaall quantity of (Dvor 
imported for feme time paft by the French, Dutch, and other European nations into 
his dominions, we earneftly entreated him to fend fuch orders on this fubjeft, to the 
Subah-dar of thefe provinces, as he might judge moft expedient for the eafe and happi* 
nefs of -his fubjedbs. 

We have kept in remembrance the orders you were pleafed to fend to the Brefideot 
and Council, for transmitting to yon fuch intelligence as they may he able to obtain 
of the French nation at the iflands. We are feeking an intelligent perfon to fond 
thither, under a pretence which may give the leaft caufib for fufpicion of our defigosi 
and from thence to proceed to England, in .order to communicate t* you the difco- 
TOries »he may have made. Many difficulties occur to us in the profecution of fuch a 
fchemc, but none greater than the fixing upon a proper perfon for die occafion ; if 
we Succeed in that, you may be affut ed of our readinefs to cany your orders into 
execution. 

When we confider the very large funis of money with which the French agents at 
Chandernagore have akeady been fupplied from Calcutta, for bills granted on their 
Company m France ; the.draughts made this feafon on individuals at this fetttement, 
to the amount of * thirty lacks of rupees, payable to the Council at ChaodsmagoFC* 
iimd others on Madrafs for + ten lacks, payable to their agents at Fondicherry ; we 
are very ftrongly induced to fufpc& they are reserving a fund in India for fome fvtairt 
occafion, it being well known, they are already amply fupplied for carrying on their 
inveftments of this year. 

We are alfo apprifed of ten fhips being deftined from France thb ftafon, feven of 
which the French intimate are to be fold, and to remain in India* That they have 
already about four thoufand of his moft Chriftian majefty's troops at the iflands ; and 
it cannot admit a doubt but that many of thofe vefibls arc taken up for the tranfpengr 
tioa of a further number. So alarming a force, at a place from whence it is difficult 
to procure the leaft information of their defigns, has induced us to have a vigilant ey$ 
over jour fortifications, which have been almoft intirely put a flop to, from the wacf 
#f artificers and materials ; we have recommended to the Council to prohibit all pri- 
vate-buildings and repairs being carried on in Calcutta, or its environs, after the fidf of 
November next, in order that no future impediments may be met with in putting the 
new fort in a pofture of defence as expeditiously as poffible. 

It requires no great depth of judgment to forfee, that the aflembling fuch anum** 
ber of forces at the French iflands, can bode no good to your fettlements in India. 
Nor are we without our apprehenfions, that whenever the French are in a condition to 
cope with our nation in Europe, they will make fome attempt in India ; and even this 
may happen, previous to a declaration of war. And as from the Situation of the iflands, 
they are fole matters of their own time of operations ; it is more than probable, that 
the firft intelligence of their intention will be the appearance of a French fleet in Balr 
lafore road. 

As we judged k moft advantageous to have gun carriages, as well as all wood and 
iron work required for the fervice of the new fort, conftrudfced by contract ; we re* 
ceived propofals from three fubftantial perfons refiding in Calcutta, and deeming rear 
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ftmable ffit? "ttttns they offered, we dire&ed* ftc Committee 6f works tor *riter into 
cottqpa&s With* them accordingly ; and we fhaff be careful to have tfcfe work mfpfcfted^ 
&kt fr'may be executed in the ftrongeft andbeft manner. The expence of materials 
tMM Bi! thereby reduced to a degree of certainty, and we hope greatly drmimfhed. 
"' It fe With great concern we acquaint 'jma, that differences of opinion hate arifcft 
fefctfteen the rrefident and Colonel Smith ; but as they are in general of fuch a natcrrt 
& fill more particularly under your ciognxzance, ana Hand ttrHy recorded upon our 
jtticeedBto^^ Wte beg teive to refer them to your decifion. 

' iPhp €oK>nel, upon his refuming his feat at our Board, expreffed his affonifhftietit 
at a minute delivered in by the Prefident, on the roth February laft, wherein he flood 
acctrfed of having countera&ed the meafunes purfued by the Prefident in the courfe 
of his country correfpondence, and perceived mat thtf fame had been tranfmitted to 
you Without his previous knowledge! The aflurances he then gave us of his igno- 
tance of tile tranfaftfcn, which gave caufe for fuch an accufetfcm, was fa entirely fa* 
tisfaftory to us, that we not only condemn the falfe and ill-natured reprefentation of 
Munneer al Dowlah to the Prefident on this occafion, but are tinder much ccfocerfa 
left our opinions thereupon, which were tranfmfrted to you by the Admiral Pococke, 
fhould induce you to entertain fentiments unfavourable to the Colonel ; and h Is with 
pleafure we embrace this early opportunity to aflure you, that fo far from entertaining 
fuch an idea to his prejudice, we can with the utmoft confidence affirm, that tie has 
convinced us of his earneft defire to co-operate with us, in any tranfa&ion that may 
redound fo your honour and intereft. 

We hope, and have reafon to flatter ourfelves, that, in future, deliberations will 
be conducted with that harmony fo defirable to ourfelves as individuals, and fo highly 
cflential for the well governing of your aflkirs. 

Colonel Smith having expreffed his ftrong defire of returning to Europe by one of 
die early fhipS of this feafon, we reprefented to him, that his pretence was necefl&ry 
until the iffue of our negotiations with Sujah al Dowlah was known. On this repre- 
fentation he chearfully auented to proceed up the country as one of the members of 
the deputation. But as he has requefted you fhould be informed of his intention to 
refign his commiflion as fbon as your affairs will permit, we deemed it neceflary to giv? 
you this information, and at die fame time take the liberty of recommending, in the 
ftrongeft manner, Colonel Sir Robert Barker to your favour ; and we hope that fo 
many years diftinguifhed fervices, his general good character, his abilities as an of- 
ficer, and his attachment to your fervice, will induce you to confirm him in the ap- 
pointment of the command of your forces, after Colonel Smith's departure. 

We have, as yet, received no more than feven hundred recruits this feafon from 
Europe, of the number deftined for this fettlement, notwithftanding all your Coafl> 
and-Bay fhips are fafely imported* We muft fuppofe that the remainder are on the 
Bombay fhips which you have ordered to touch at Madrafs, and have therefore re- 
queued of the gentlemen there to forward them to us by the firft opportunities after 
their arrival ; as, without them, it will be impoffible to form your military eftablifhment 
in the manner you have been pleafed to direct. 

You will perceive, by the treafury account tranfmittcd to you by this conveyance 
from the Prefident and Council, that it is entirely out of our power to comply with 
your difcretional orders for fending five hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie to Europe 
by the fhips of this feafon. To the great fupplies we have furnifhed your Prefidencies 
of Fort St. George and Bombay,your fupercargoes at Canton, and to the confiderable 
increafe of your inveftment here, muft be imputed the very low ftate of your trea- 
fury. Experience confirms us in the fentiments we have repeatedly expreffed to yoi| 
Concerning the exportation of bullion from thofe provinces, and it oecomes a matter 
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"pf'itijl mbtoimportatnt consideration,, as foreign- nations,, who were accuftomtd'to hn* 
pott fuc& large quantities of bullion for the purchafe of their cargoes for Europe, 
arfe no longer under thap neccffity ; fince by bills from, and by draughts on Europe, 
they obrain an ample fufficiency for all their occafions. And here we cannot but re* 
mark, that the very great reduction you have been pleafed to make in the: rate of ex- 
change, will undoubtedly contribute to the prolongation of this eviL- »■'. - 
We have the honour to tranftnit you a number in this packet, a tranilation of the 
"account collections in the province of Midnaponp and Jellafore, , in conformity to 
your former directions, attefted by the Mayor; together with a return of? the army ;, 
the country correfpondence ;. and the. broken fetts of our proceedings and letters, re- 
ceived and fent fince the laft difjpatch, for your, particular information.; . and have, the 
honour to fubfcribe ourfelves, with great refpedt, &c. 

HLVERELST, JOHN. C ARTIER, R. SMITH, R. BECHER. C. FJFLO YER*. 

J\ S. Colonel Smith figns the foregoing letter : 
. to the Honourable the Court of Direftors, . 
. with this refervation, that he does not in-- '. 

tend thereby to contradict any opinion : 

that he has. already entered on record.. . . 
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To the Honourable the. Court of Dire&ors, &c. 



H'on. Sirs,. 



Fort WilHanv November %i f zybtfr 



No material occurrences have happened' in your -aflfatrrf here firice the difpatch of 
the Valentine, when we had the honour to addrefs you under date the r$th Sept. laft ; 
duplicate and triplicate thereof now wait on- you by the fliips Verelft and Kent. 

Meflrs. Carrier, Smith, and Ruflel, fet out for Allahabad, on the bufinefs of the 
deputation, foon after the departure. of the Valentine;- and we hopc»are ere now ar-< 
rived, having left Patna the 7th inftant. 

The important truft repofed in them has made them defirous of acquiring, during 
the courfe of their journey^ every poffible- information of thfe ftate of affairs above j 
and the fame motive has urged us to give them from time to time our unreferved 
fentiments on fuch further meafures as appeared to us neceflary for them to purfue ; 
leaving to them, however,, upon the fpot, the power of carrying them- into execu- 
tion, or otherwife, as they may judge moft conducive to the good of your fervice.* 
When we considered that the principal difficulty they may probably encounter will 1 
be in pcrfuading the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah to a reduction of hi3 force; we re- 
commended to thofe gentlemen to confent to the Nabob's retaining troops to the* 
number of ten thoufand- infantrv, and ten or twelve thoufand cavalrv. From this 
force we can have nothing to apprehend ; and we think it will be fufficient to enable 
him to prefcrve that refpedt from the neighbouring powcFs, which he has hitherto 
maintained. To a man of his ambitious and vain-glorious -difpofr ion, there cannot* 
be a greater difgrace, than the public knowledge of fuch a reduction muft neceP 
farily occaiion. We have therefore fignified to the deputies that we think fo mor-^ 
tifying a circumftance may be evaded, by their prevailing on him to make a tender 
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the jemaii]4er of his troops as recruits to yo\ir brigades, Such, a meafure would 
Drevent the general odium he muft otherwife incur from the feyeral powers of Hin- 
doftao, and^inftcad of it, muft convince them- of his fteady attachment to your 

ihterefts. 

We flatter ourfelves, that matters will be amicably fettled with the Nabob, as it 
muft evidently teod to your intereft to prefcrve an alliance with a perfon of his high 
ftation and power in the empire. Nothing has been omitted on our parts to induce 
him to participate of your friendfhip; but time alone will ihew how far a confidence 
may in future be placed in him. 

. We have, on many occafions, moft carneftly folicited you to fend abroad the bed 
recruits you could procure for your military eftabliihments, . fo much depending there-- 
pn, that it is the moft cflemial point of fecurity to. your poflefEons.- We therefore 
take the liberty of offering it as our opinion, .that your recruiting fervice can only be 
properly conducted by officers of integrity and experience, appointed for .that purpofe' 
in England ; who, fenfible of the important fervices they may render to the Company 
by an attentive discharge of their duty,- would chearfully embrace the opportunity "of*" 
lecommending themfcives *to your favour, by providing good * and able-bodied young 
men, who woukLbe of real fei vice to your armies abroad ; and the very heavy ejepences • 
annually incurred by you on this occafion, would noJonger be. ill beftowed. • It is wit!* 
concern we inform you, that Colonel Smith hath reported your recruits of this feafon, . 
in general, : to be very indifferent. Of thofe already arrived, there are barely Efficient- 
to form two of your regiments y< agreeably to the regulations you have been pleafed to* 
jxrefcribe ; . and they are appointed to. complete,. as nearly as poffible, the fecond and 
third brigades. . 

A divlfion of the firft brigade remains at Mongheer ;.. and another, under the ' com~ 
tnand .of .Colonel Jofeph Peach, is ftill in the Deccan; from whence the gentlemen afr 
Madrafs have given us hopes they will be ipeedily returned to us.. 
t It is with mnch . concern we. obferve, that the* Secret department at Fort St. 
George ftill labour under great inconveniencies from the want of money to enable then* 
Jo purfue their operations with that vigour which they deem effentially neceflary for 
the reduction of Hydcr Ally. They were even apprehenfive of being driven to the 
iteceffity of appropriating to that ufe one hundred and eighty thoufand rupees * of the 
fum then lying in their treafury for the China inveftmenfc 

As our treafury, was at that time repleniihed by gold mohursof the late currency,, 
•which the-Prefident and- Council had thought proper to recall therein, we {hipped on 
board the Admiral Watfon and the Plafley fchooner to the amount of eight lacks-}- of 
rupees -for that Prefidency. This, with three lacks J we fent in the fnow Afia, which was 
drove by ftrefs of weather into Pegu, we hope, will prove a feafonablc fupply. Wfr 
alfofent them, by the Admiral Watfon; five* thoufand ^eigh teen, and three thoufand 
twenty-four-pounder Ihot, and fhould at the fame time have fupplied them with the 
article of gun-powder, which they have fince requefted, had we "known they had 
wanted it before that ihip's departure. We then propofed to fend them two hundred 
barrels in the Plafley fchooner ; .but on confulting with our Mafter-attendant, it was 
judged that the fealbn was too far advanced to admit of her being detained, on that 
account, 

They have detained at Madrafs Mr. Lewis Smith, a cadet arrived there this fealba ■ 
in thcDutton^ and doftined for Bengal, as lie was judged capable of rendering them * 
fervice in the engineering branch. The gentlemen inform us that it. is their interctiorv 
to.requeft you will be pleafed to fix him upon that cftablifhment ; and we take tha 
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liberty of rec<5«?^ncUng him w you for that fmrpofe, as you have fo hafldfcottty £ft* 
vfd^.us yitfc oncers in that dorps. ':..._. ?1e-:'". 

v ' S<ich of the recruits deftined for Bengal as have been landed at Madraf?, are flapped 
there for the immediate fervice of that Prefidency. As thofe gentlemen aforo* can 
judge how far the exigency of their affairs required their taking a meafure fo contrary 
trf your intentions, we could do no more than reprefent to them, that the number w< 
received was jnfufHcient for the purpoies you intended them ; and to requeft they would 
ilnd round to us the remainder as foon as they could be fpared. 

We cannot, in juftice to you, our honourable employers, and to every individual 
tefiding undtf your government in Bengal, avoid reprefen ting once more to you the 
extreme diftrefs which this country is unhappily reduced to from a want of filver fpecie. 
It is almoft beyond conception, and with difficulty will be credited but by thofe whet 
experience the ill effe&s it daily produces. The day is at length arrive^ which we fo 
early forefaw, and has brought with it that load of inconveniencies which we have 
repeatedly apprized you of. This fettkment, for fome months paft, has, in fad, beetfc 
id a date of bankruptcy. Trade is totally put a flop to; and even die moil reputabt* 
of your fervants can with difficulty* procure filver fufficient for the payment of their 
fervarit's wages. To thefe evils is added another, the more ferious, as it preclude* 
even the raoft diftant profpeft of the re-circulation of money ; we mean the ycrj^ 
cO^fiderabJe draughts which have, this feafon, been made on individuals from Europe* 
Irt favour of the French government at Chandernagore, and of which we had thfc 
honour to advife you in our laft addrefi. There is now in Calcutta a fervant of th* 
French Company, with thofe very bills which are nearly all become payable, receiving 
on that account every rupee which can poffibly be amafled by individuals, and fending 
k tothatiettiement. He has orders from his fuperiors to accept of no Company's, 
bonds in part of payment* by which it is apparent, that their intention is to take every 
advantage of our diftrefs. 

Permit us alfo to refer you to the prefent ftate of your treafury. You will thereby 
f>erceive a total inability to difcharge many fums, which you are indebted to indi- 
viduals for depofits in your cafli, as well as to iflue any part of the confiderable 
advances required for the fervice of every public department. We need not then 
fcbferve the apparent danger which threatens your inveftment for the enfuing feafon, 
neither the favourable profpefts of our rivals the French, who, by having fo early 
a command of money, muft neceflarily be enabled to make the more early advances* 

The Dutch, unwilling to truft to the precarious refources of an cxhaufting country, 
have, . fince our laft advices, very judicioufly imported fome bullion to Bengal ; and 
though the fom may not exceed three lacks * , yet it is of the gteateft utility to the for* 
march ng their inveftment. 

•You may be convinced, fltitthe value of youf territorial ac^uifitions have not been 
4e<!reafing, fince the colle&ions are now greater than they ever have been fince your 
inveftiture of the Dewanny. But be affured, that the benefits arifing from them muft 
fce of fhort dpration, whilft a fcarcity of fpecie prevails as at prefent, and is daitj 
*xhaufting*« You muft expeft, unlefs the evil is rpeedily removed, to collect vour 
Revenues in the commodities produced in the country, without having a profpeft of 
vending them at any rate, as the merchants will be totally deprived of the means t& 
furchaffc them. 

This, gentlemen, is the prefent diftrefsful and real fituation of the country ; and, 
*e flatter ourfelvcs, that, by taking; a comparative vielfr of our diftant profpedts with 
die politic advantages reaped by the foreign nations trading here, who grafped at atf 
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ptiv*tf : f*fmle« frbm individuals* yoir wffl n6 longtr td^cm us t^i^eflfible, if ft dc- 
ereafc in the amount of your future invcftments, and a debafeinent of their quality 
ftcntfd ptove the confequence, fince you muft be fenfible, that early advances alone 
can in rats country injure the one and the other. The heavy payments of your revenue 
are not made* till late in the feafon ; and, unlefs we have a year's advance in your tr?a- 
idty, no advantage can be taken in its provifion. 

4 ' Excuft us, therefore* if we think it a duty indilpenfible in us, to exhort you, in the 
ftrongeft manner, ta purfue fuch meafures as may oblige foreign nations to import 
bullion into this finking country* 

We have been the more explicit on this fubjeft, in order to evincethe irapoffibility 
of the Councirs fending any fifver this feafon for the ufe of the China inveftment r for r 
what with the further demands we muft exped: will be made on us from the Secret 
department at Fort St- George, thofe now upon us to a very great amount, the 
jfctoviding of fo eonfiderable an inveftment, and the unavoidable expences of this Pre* 
fidency, we are very apprehenfive that little or no> money will remain in your treafury^ 
for fome time at leaft, to anfwer any emergency. 

We have directed Mr. Syke* to fend us down a fupply from the City with aE 
poffible expedition, and he gives us hopes of receiving, fix lacks of rupees* in a (cut 
days. That gentleman having requested our permiffion to refign his poft at the 
Durbar, by reafon of his ill ftate of health, and to return: to his duty at the Prefidency,. 
1*e lave referred his requeft ta the Prefident and Council, for their nomination of a* 
fbcceflcuv 

^e have the honour la tranfmit you the broken fet of our proceedings, and letters 
leceiyed and fent, fince the laft difpatch, as per accompanying lift of packet, and to 
iibfcribe ourfclves, with die utmoft iefpcdv &c#. 

H. VERELST, RICHARD BECHER, CHARLES FFLOYER* 
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To the Honourable tbe Court of Bire9ors r &c. 

HblTOUKABLB Sirs, *«« William, January 9, tjfy 

We had the honour to addrefs you laff, under date tfie 21ft November, in two 
copies byr the fhips Vepelft and Kent, a duplicate whereof now waits on you by thfr 
Queen. 

It is with great pleaftirc we embrace the opportunity which the prefent conveyance 
affords us, to inform you that our deputies to his majefty and the Nabob Sujah at 
Dowlah have hitherto met with every defired fuccefs in the courfcof their negociations* 
His excellency gave tfiem the meeting at Benares, where many days paffed in confe- 
rence,, on the fubjeft of the late jealoufies fubfiftihg between us, which at lenetfe 
happily terminated* in the conclufion of a new treaty with him, on the a8th of No- 
vember.. The fteady meafures adopted and purfued in thus bringing the Nabob to> 
ail explanation, have qot a little contributed to his ready acquiefcence to the moft 
efiential parts of our juft pretenfions ; and the tender regard which the gentlemen of 
the deputation have fhewn for his honour in the reduction of his forces, at the fame 

time 
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time that Aejr faav« confuked the future fecurity' of thfefe' proviftcw, %e * flatter- cw* 
feives, will meet with that approbation from you which we have teftified to them on. 
that occafion. By the ftipulated redu&ion of the Nabob's troops, he is fti 11 permitted 
to retain * number which will render him refpedtable among the bowers of Hind oft an, 
though in no degree fufficiently formidable to trouble the repofe of thefe provinces. 
This, we may hope, will rather . be productive of a confidential regard on our part, 
than create in us future fufpicions of the Nabob's ambitious Views, fince it admits not 
a doubt* that hcxan now form no projedttons but what we ihall have in our power to 
controuL 

The Prefident has been informed, that' the Nabob accompanied the* deputies to 
Allahabad, and was received in the royal pnefence in quality dfViiier,' with every mark 
of diftindfciqn due to his ftation in the empire, and afterwards returned to his domi- 
nions, whh his majefty's pcrmiffion to return to Allahabad 1 at tile -approaching feftlvai 
of*the Mohamedans. We hope this will tend to conciliate- the lortg differences' which 
have fubfifted between them on the fubjed: of the Vizariit. 

When we confidcred the very peremptory orders .you were plfcafed to fend us, for 
confining foleiy our views within, tthefe provinces, though fenfible how impolitic an 
•immediate obedience to your commands, and how far they huift at prefent be fton* 
answering the falutary purpofe of a fblid and permanent fecurity to your valuable poflef- 
.{ions ; yet we were defirous of embracing the opportunity of our deputies being fo near 
the royal prefence, to make fuch an attempt towards the execution of your orde$ as 
•appeared to us moft likely to effe<ft your purpofe ; and we have therefore recommended 
to their confideration, how far his majefty's 'giving up Korahto Sujah al Dowlah, 
in exchange for the Sircars of Ghazipore aind BenareS, and the Nabob's ceding to 
him the fortrefs of Chunar, may be fuitable to one and the other. 

From the temper of mtnd and fituation of Sujah al Dowlah, we flatter ourfelves, he 
t\R1 be inclinable to cultivate our friendship, and no longer prove refradory or deaf 
to our remonftrances, and his majefty not lefs attentive to our advice. The fitua- 
tion of the prefent royal domains, lies too much within the country of Sujah al Dow- 
lah ; infomuch, that fliould we even come to an open rupture with him, to fupport 
his majefty as allies to the throne, we muft march through an enemy's country, and 
thereby fubjeft our troops to many very apparent inconveniencies. The prefent an- 
nual revenues of Korah, exceed thofe of Ghazipore and Benares, fix or feven lacks * 
of rupees ; this may- prove a temptation to Sujah al Dowlah, particularly if he con- 
fiders how very compaft his territories will from hence become. 

The Nabob has frequently, fince he ceded the fort of Allahabad to his majefty, 
complained of the want of fome place for the fecurity of his family, and a capital for 
himfelf. The King's reftorjng that fortrefe, may be a.ftrong inducement to the Na- 
bob to embrace this propofal, and to give up Chunar in exchange, which will be a 
ftrong barrier to us when in pofleflion of his majefty. The Pergunnah, at prefent 
pofleffed by the Bundel-cund Rajah, may be appropriated for his Majefty's /ufc, to 
make good the difference between his prefent poffeflions and thofe of Bulwant Sing, 
provided they arc not thought to be at too great adiftanqe for his purpofe ; ifthitt 
ihould be the cafe, Tarrar, or fome lands contiguous to Bulwant Sing's country, 
may then be aflced for from Sujah al Dowlah, as a compenfation for the territories 
ceded )>y his Majefty. 

If fuch a fcheme can be effected, our troops may be withdrawn into thefe pro- 
vinces ; the King may poflibly follow them, and thereby wi 1 be faved, not only the 
annual drain of treafure for the payment of the tribute, and the fubfiftence of your 
troops, which has, with other dema; ids, nearly exhaufted the wealth of this country, 
and reduced us to the grcateft diftrefs ; but the currency of filver fpecie will be in- 
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crctfedjljy tn importation of the fums colle&ed from the revenues of Ghazipore, &c. 
countries, as well as thofe arifing from every emolument the „ throne may enjoy. 
Should any future hoftiie preparations be made againft his majefty's arms, we may 
then the more eafily unite oyr forces againft our common enemy, as the proximity of 
his majefty's pofleflions would be a fecond barrier to our arms, and with double fecu- 
rity for them, from all the inconveniencies of war. 

It is probable from fuperftitious motives, tTiat his Majefty may be induced to think 
this a difgrace, as it carries with it the appearance of a retreat from his capital, hit 
long favourite objedh But to this we might reprefent his more immediate fecuritjr 
by a jun&ion with us; the imaginary profpect of our marching at fome future time, 
with accumulated treafures and force in his fupport ; the ideas which fuch an union 
muft create in the courts of Hindoftan, and the neceffity we are under from thepofi- 
tive injunctions we have received of recalling the third brigade from Allahabad, 

Another objection may be mads to this plan by his majefty, fctting forth the im* 
propriety or difhonour of exchanging his prcfent royal pofleflions for thofe of a 
Zemindarry, guarantied by us, whole rents cannot be increafed, and where no* 
Jagheer* can be granted. To this may be reprefented the annexed Pergunnahs, at 
Pfefent poflefied by the Hindaput Rajah, or fuch lands as may be farther granted 
him ; which, protected by us, will enable him to beftow rewards on thofe whom he 
may chufc to honour with a provifion ; and the more ready and immediate payment 
of the rents from Bulwant Sing, will enable him more honourably to fupport his 
*rmy, than he now does by his prefent mode of payment. We-have communicate^ 
the foregoing obfervations to the deputies at Allahabad, and have defired they may 
be regarded more as hints, than bearing a tendency to any digeftcd plans, and we hope 
foon to receive their opinion on them ; for it muft be from the lights we may obtain 
from then^.that we fhall form a judgment of the practicability of thofe meafures. 

The prefent diftrefsful Xtate of this country, proceeding from the fcarcity of filvcr* 
has induced us to direct thofe gentlemen to iffuc their ojders for receiving all fums 
which may be procured in Snjah al Dowlah*s dominions, for defraying the expences 
of the third brigade ftationed there, and that the paymafter do grant bills for fuch 
ilims received on the military paymafter-general in Calcutta as ufual, at five days fight4 
And it has been alfo recommended to tnem to prevail on his majefty to accept gold 
mohurs of the late cuirency, in part payment of the tribute, at a reafonable ex* 
change, for which purpofe we have fent them fome coined at the mints of Calcutta 
and Murfhcd-abad, in order that this matter might be more eafily adjufted* 

In our letter under date the 29th February laft, we informed you, that we had 
tranfmitted to Janoqjee, one of the Maharatta chiefs, fome propofals for a treaty of 
peace, and the ceflion of Orifla. We have lately received his reply to them, and al- 
though his demands appear too high for us to accede to, yet we are allured by his 
Vackecl, that he will very cheerfully acquiefce in every reafonable demand we can 
make, being defirous of putting an end to a negociation which has been fo long de- 
pending. We have therefore taken the fubjedt a fecond time into our molt ferious 
confideration, and have finally refolved on fuch propofals being made to that poten- 
tate, as we deem moft confident with yovir honour, and the future fecurity of your 
valuable pofleflions, as well in Bengal, as on the Coaft of Coromandel. Our deli- 
berations were, in confequence of your late orders, fubmitted to the confideration of 
the Prefidcnt and Council, and having been by them approved, articles of a treaty are 
now drawing out, in order to be executed on the part of the Nabob and of the En- 
gliih Company. For further particulars relative thereto, permit us to refer you to 
our proceedings, which wait on you by this conveyance ; having only on this occa- 
llon to affiire you> that we have paid a ftrid attention to thole orders wherein you 
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dire& that no treaty be entered into, but with the principal power; and that Janoojee 
is the only perfbri with whom we can with propriety enter into a treaty, cannot he 
doubted, fince the tTeaty for the payment of the Chout was firft entered into by Alii- 
verdy Cawn with his father Ragoojee, and was on his death confirmed by Janoojee 
alone. 

At the time we were deliberating on the terms propofed by Janoojee, we received 

advices from the fecrct department at Fort St. George, relative to the operatipns of 

the war againft Hyder Ally, and cxprefling their apprehenfions of Mahadavarow's 

marching into the Carnatic to his afliftance ; which circumftance is corroborated by 

advices lately tranfmirted to them from Mr. Broome, Refident at the Maharatta court 

at Poonah. This firuation appears to us fo critical, that to enfure a lafting peace and 

tranquility on the Coaft of Coromandel, we were of opinion, the utmoft efforts of 

this Committee fhould be exerted, in fupport of the prefent war againft Hyder Ally, 

and that every means fhould be made ufe of to prevent his increafe of power, by a 

junction with the Maharattas ; a jun&ion which would not only render the event of 

the war dubious, but would likewife deprive the Company of the revenues they now 

colled from the Carnatic, and oblige us to drain this exhaufted country of ftiU greater 

fupplies of treafure ; which muft in fuch cafe be confumed in the courfe of a long and 

tedious war, inftead of being applied to the purpofes of your feveral inveftments in 

India.' 

From the late conduct of Hyder Ally, we cannot fee a profpedt of the gentlemen 
at Madrafs being able to conclude a peace with him upon honourable terms, or which 
can promife to be fecure and permanent. For, in the prefent fituation of affairs, 
fhould the war be put an end to, Hyder would be left more formidable than he was 
at the commencement of it. His credit would be exalted in all the courts of Hin- 
doftan, from his having fingly withftood the utmoft efforts of the Englifh arms op 
the Coaft ; and the fame of our's would confequently be diminifhed by their receding 
from the conteft, after fo long and obftinate a ftruggle ; and nothing lefs could be ex- 
pected than a recommencement of troubles on the part of Hyder Ally, as foon as he 
had recruited his forces, and brought the Maharattas and Nizam Ally to unite their 
forces to his. Such an event might be productive of the moft dangerous confequences 
to your affairs : for Hyder, politic of difcerning, would be cautious to avoid any 
overfights or errors he may have committed in the courfe of the prefent war ; he 
would, no doubt, be a&ive in improving the difcipline of his troops ; and, actuated 
by a fpirit of revenge, and fenfible alfo that the fecurity of his own poffeffions could 
only be infured by our ruin, no efforts which policy or courage might fuggeft, or 
which ambition or defpair might infpire, would be wanting on the part of that po- 
tentate. 

A ftill more cogent reafon bids us beware of his growing power. By advices from 
Madrafs, under date the 31ft Auguft, it appears, that the gentlemen there entertained 
flrong fufpicions that the French at Pondicherry, were carrying on intrigues at his 
court, and that they had promifed him affiflance from Europe, or the ifland of Mau- 
ritius ; and when we refled: on the grand preparations of that nation at the latter place, 
die number of its forces there, and the increafe of its fhipping in India, it is moft 
probable that the French may join Hyder Ally, fhould this opportunity of fubduing- 
him be loft. Such a circumftance, added to thofe already mentioned, might involve 
your affairs in India even beyond a poffibility of retrieving them. 

However defirous the gentlemen at Madrafs may be to put an end to fo deftru&ive 
andexpenfive a war, we apprehend they have not within themfelves thofe refources 
requifite for effecting it, without hazarding your poffeffions at feme future time r Wjs 
are therefore the ; more readily induced to come to an immediate conclufion,. if pof- 
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f BbTc§ ! of atfeirfy offenfive and defenfive with Janoojec, obferving, as a bafis, the ceffipn 
*rif Oriffa. His" well known jealoufy of and differences with Mahadavarow, (again ft 
whom he is endeavouring to fupport an independency) muft fecure him moll effedtu- 
ally in your intereft. A treaty thus concluded, will caufe a divifion of the Maharatta 
power, a dimunition of their territorial poffeffions, and confequently of their natural 
ftrength ;' and the friendlhip of Janoojec fecured by the annual payment of a ftipulated 
Rim, his poffeffions will become a barrier to thefe provinces, againft the incurfions of 
other internal weftern powers, without fubjetting us to the. neqeffity of applying for 
their forces as auxiliaries, and thereby expofing your poffeffions a prey to their rapa- 
•city. And further, it cannot be doubted but fuch a treaty will fow diffenfions among 
the Maharatta chiefs, and may thereby occafion fuch a mutual decreafe of their 
ftrength, as may bring them to a level with, if not in fubje&ion to, fome of the other 
powers of Hindoftan, which will leave your extenfive territories in a perfect ftate of 
repofe and fecurity. 

The nominal authority of the King, the power of his Vizier, and that part of .our 
forces now ftationed at Allahabad, may, if your affairs on the Coaft fhould require it, 
be effectually interpofed ; as the bare report of fuch a junction, aided by the feint of 
a march towards the territories of Mahadavarow, which lay open, and jnuft be ex- 
pofed to us, fliould he march to Hyder's affiftance, may not only deter him. from 
accepting his offers, but may induce him to confult the immediate fafety of his own 
poffeffions through our friendfliip. The force of Janoojee, who has lately folicited the 
'King's Sunnuds for fuch lands as he may conquer from Mahadavarow, joined or 
feconded by the detachment under the command of Colonel Peach, in the Deccan, 
may be ufefully employed, fhould Mahadavarow take the part of Hyder Ally ; or 
ihould the Subah wantonly and weakly engage in new enterprizes againft the tran- 
quility of the Carnaric : fo formidable and unexpected a junction in this quarter j muft 
loon compel Hyder to terms of accommodation, if not fubjeft his territories to certain 
ruim 

The ftrongeft motives for our having adopted thefe fentiments, are the deprivation 
of Hyder's hopes and our fears, of his effecting a junction with the French, Nizam 
Ally, and Mahadavarow ; by which ftep the influence you at prefent poffef9 in the 
cabinets of all the powers of Hindoftan, would mod probably revolt to our natural 
European rival, and the confequences of fuch an evil are too apparent to require 
elucidation. 

It is therefore our unanimous opinion, founded upon the mod mature deliberation, 
that a fortunate iffue to a treaty with Janoojee, would be produ&ive of the advantages 
we have herein pointed out, and mod probably of fpeedy conceffions from Hyder 
Ally, upon fuch terms as the gentlemen at Madrafs may judge neceffary to impofe, 
for the future fafety and tranquility of your poffeffions, or thofe of your allies, on the 
Coaft of Coromandel ; therefore, we have refolved, that no delays ihall be occafioned 
on our part, to effedt a purpofe which tends fo evidently to the advantage of your af- 
fairs, and which neceffity alone has compelled us to adopt. 

Although we are defirous to affift the gentlemen at Madrafs on every occafion, 
where your welfare is concerned, yet it is alone the urgent and very critical ftate of 
your affairs there, that can poffibly induce us to deviate from that fyftem of policy 
we have hitherto obferved, and would gladly continue* of confining our views t» 
your prefent poffeffions 1 , and of avoiding all diftant and extenfive operations, which 
muft, in fome degree, fubjeft your acquisitions to danger, by a divifion of your force. 
Such are the fentiments we communicated to your Prefidency at Fort Stt George, 
itfhen we laid before them the meafures which appeared to us mod proper to be pur- . 
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fued in the prefent fituation of their affivrfr ; and we requefted their opinions therecn^ 
before we finally determined on a matter of fuch importance. 

As the moll minute transitions 9f your Sele& Committee (ince the departure of the 
Verelft and Kent are entered upon the proceedings which we have the honour to 
tranfaiit to you by this conveyance, we beg leave to refer thereto for your further in- 
formation. 

The fhoto Afia 5 « on which wc informed you, in our laft advices, the Prefident and 
Council had embarked * threfe lacks of rupees, for the Prefidency at Fort St. George, 
is returned hither with her treafure. Your ihip Dutton has carried *f fix lacks of 
rupees, of the late gold currency, to Madrafs, to anfwer their urgent occafions ; 
which, with the remittances by the Admiral Watfon, and Plafley fchooner, will we 
hope prove a confiderable relief to their diftrefs. 

Mr. Sykes hasrefigned his feat at the Scleft Committee, and purpofes, on account 
of his ill ftate of health, to take his paflage to Europe in the Queen. We muft, ifc 
juftice to that gentleman, exprefs our entire fatisfa&ion of his conduct during the time 
he was employed in the ftation of refident at the Durbar, and our concern at thc^ 
neceffity which compels him to quit your fervice. 

Mr. fiechsf , who Was appointed by the Prefident and Council to the poll of re^ 
fident at the Durbar* has proceeded to this ftation. 

We have the honour to be, &c^ 
H. VERELST, F. SYKES, CHARLES FFLOYER^ 



No. XIX. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direftors* ©V. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Feb. $, 1769+ 

Nothing material having occurred fince our laft advices, under date the 6th ult- u 
duplicate of which we have the honour to tranfmit to you, we flatter ourfelves Will 
fufficiently apologize for the cpneifenefs of this addref9; more particularly as we have 
omitted no opportunity, during the courfe of this fcafon, of making you fully ac- 
quainted with every matter of importance which has come und£r our consideration. 

The relignation of Mr* Sykes having caufed a vacant feat in your Seleft Commictee y 
Mr. Alexander was appointed to fill it; and has accordingly taken his feat, after 
having taken the ufual oath of fecrecy administered to him. 

. Mr. Carrier is returned to the Prefidency, and has laid before us the original treaty 
lately entered into by the deputation with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah ; together with a 
feparate agreement written by the Nabob himfelf, wherein he promifes to reduce his- 
forces to the number fpecified in the treaty within the fpace of three months. It is 
with pleafure we inform you, that his majefty exprefied great fatisfadtion at the 
treaty, and was gracioufly pleafed to ratify it with the royal fign manual. 

We fhould do injuftice to Mefirs. Cartier, Smith, and Rufiel, were we not to Ex- 
prefs our entire approbation of their Conduft during their late deputation ; and we 
-doubt not, but you will be pleafed to regard it in the fame point of view. 

By this conveyance we have the honour to tranfmit to you a complete fett of our 
^proceedings ; and of letters fent and received for the laft year. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

ft. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, J. ALEXANDER, C. FFLOYER, 
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No.. XX. 
To the Honourable the Court of DireSfors, &c, 

HOHOURABLB SIRS, F<>rt WiUiaro, March 4. »7** 

> 

This ferves only to advifc you that we embrace the opportunity of the prefent <Kf- 
, patch to tranfmit you a duplicate of our laft addrefs by the fhip Saliibury, under date 
the 3d ult. together with the broken fetts of our proceedings of letters, fent and re- 
ccived* from the commencement of the year to the date hereof. 

By the Shrcwfbury, the ne^t and laft of your fhips for dif^xatch this fcafon, we 
propofe to addrefs you fully on the fubjedt of your affairs entruftcd to our manage- 
ment, till when we muft beg leave to refer you to our proceedings and letters, trans- 
mitted during the courfe of this feafon. 

We have the hofcdur to remain, $cc, 
H.VERELST, JOHN C ARTIER, J. ALEXANDER, £• FFLOYER. 

No. XXI. 

To the Honourable the Court of DireSiors, &e. 
Honourable Si r s> F ° rt William, April 6, 1769. 

W$ embrace the opportunity of the Shrewfbury's difpatch, which is your laft fhip 
for Europe of this feafon, to inform you of fuch occurrences as were not noticed in 
our two laft addreffes, under date9 the 3d February, and 4th ult. and alio of fuch 
material circumftances as have happened lince the Talbot's difpatch. 

When the deputies were appointed to proceed to Allahabad, we took into confide* 
ration the great drains of filver annually made from thefe provinces for the payment 
of your troops on that ftation ; which, with many other demands, had nearly ex- 
hausted the wealth of this country. We considered alfo, that his majefty had fre- 
quently reprefented to the Prcfident, through Munneer al Dowlah, the Naib Vizier, 
that Rajah Hindaput had long ufurped certain diftri&s in the Bundel-cund country, 
which formerly compofed a part of the Subah of Allahabad, and which he was ex- 
tremely defirous of re-uniting to the royal domains. The opportunity which then 
prefented itfelf was deemed favourable for inveftigating this matter ; and we accord- 
ingly recommended to the deputies, in our letter of inftruftions, .to propofe to his 
majefty our affifting him in the recovery of thofe diftridts, on condition that he would 
appropriate a part of their revenues for defraying all expences of your troops whilft 
they remained without the provinces. To this propofition his majefty very chearfully 
acquiefecd. 

But it appearing from the fubfequent refearches of the deputation, that the royal 
claim could not clearly be eftabliflied, we did not chufe to purfue a plan likely to 
lead us into diftant enterprizes, which the ftri&eft juftice did not authorize us to 
undertake ; left we fhould thereby nm the hazard of involving your affairs at fome 
future time into thofc difficulties we have ever made it our ftudy to avoid. Colonel 
Smith has acquainted u$ with the refult of his own enquiries into this matter; but 
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deeming that aHa infufficientj we have fofpended all thoughts of an r £*]tedit&n1h Chat 
quarter. 

We have not a doubt but his majefty will be very felicitous for the recovery of 
the ufurped diftridts, and wUl leave no meafures unattempted to effedt an objfedt fo very 
flattering to his hopes. His vifit to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, at the very time 
he appeared moft earneftiy intent on this projedt, gives us caufe to fufpedt, that in- 
ftead of mere compliment, it tended principally to the concerting a platl of operations 
for fome future attempt againft the Bundel-cund country. We apprehended that the 
Vizier, when he found us determined not to grant our affiftance to his royal matter, 
would not fail to urge him on the enterprize, by a tender of his forces and affiftance; 
or might perhaps endeavour to obtain his majefty's Sunnuds for fuch conquefts as he 
himfelf might make in that country. Certain it was, that the King had no force to 
enable him to undertake fuch an enterprize himfelf; and therefore we could not pre- 
tend to fay how far his pride or neceffity might lead him. into errors. When we c0h- 
fidered the open and avowed enmity which had fo long fubfifted between the King 
and the Vizier, we could not think he would be fo regardlefs of his own perfonal 
fafety, as to arm a man of Sujah al Dowlah's difpofition and boundlefs ambition, with 
fo great a power of the royal houfe as an extenfion of territory muft neceffarily give 
him* But (till we thought it neceflary to guard againft fuch evils, though we did not 
really apprehend them ; and accordingly diredted Colonel Smith to afiure his ma- 
jefty, in either of the before -mentioned cafes, that we fhould immediately withdraw 
all your troops within the provinces; and, if tie latter was likely to take place, the 
Colonel was to acquaint Sujah al Dowlah, that on the march of any part of his forces 
into the Bundel-cund country, we ftiould regard him as a violater of the general tran- 
quility, and an invader of thofe countries the throne pretends a claim to. 

Colonel Smith thought it expedient to attend his majefty in the vifit to Faiz-abad. 
He was prefent at the conferences held between the King and his Vizier ; which pro- 
duced the ftrongeft aflurances of forgivenefs and oblivion of paft injuries, on the one 
part, and of the utmoft loyalty and fidelity on the other. 

# In our letters of the 6 th January laft, we fully acquainted you with a plan, which 
then appeared to us practicable, for effecting an exchange of the royal domains, for 
the countries of Ghazipore and Benares; and in order to proceed on a matter bf 
fuch delicacy -and importance with all poffible circumfpedtion, we communicated our 
fentiments to the gentlemen of the deputation, and defired them to give us every 
information they could procure for our guidance. Their opinion ftands recorded 
upon the face of our proceedings ; and we readily concurred with them, that whilft 
the troubles continued on the Coaft it would be improper to attempt the execution of 
fuch a projeft. 

Though we have reafon to think the Nabob-Vizier has not regarded, with the moft; 
drift and exadt punctuality, the performance of his engagements in the difmiffion of 
thofe troops which exceed the number he has ftipulated to keep up, yet we do ndt' 
find he has raifed or added a man to his army fince the treaty at Benares ; fo that we ; 
have not the leaft doubt, what with cafualties and natural deaths, but his army will 
be reduced, in a fhort fpace of time, to the ftate we wifh to fee it. The Vizier him-^ 
felf fteadily afferts, that he ha9 performed every thing he agreed to do, and claims^ 
fome merit on the occafion. To charge him openly with diffimulation, when the*' 
detection is fo difficult, would be imprudent, and equally impolitic, particularly fo 
at a time when he profefles the warmeft friendship and attachment to us, and no 
other part of his behaviour contradidts fuch aflurances. Reft aflured, honourable Sirs, 
that although we may not rigidly demand the performance of articles as to a man, yet 
we fhall watch the motions of this ambitious and volatile prince, fo as to prevent 

him 
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hijn in : future from being dangerous to yew poffeffions; being :mare in&ined'that 
he Ihould place a confidence in us, by a franknefs of behaviour, when it can be 
aliumed without danger on our fide, than be deprived of it by a diffident and Cap- 
tious condudt. 

The general rumour which has, for fome time, prevailed of the approach of Shaw 
Abdalla towards the King's frontiers, has been one of the principal motives which 
have compelled us to keep the t'ird brigade at Allahabad, both as a check to his 
operations, and as a fecurity to the territorial poffeffions of his majefty, and our ally 
the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. Colonel Smith, in his advices of the 18th of Fe- 
bruary, informed us that the Shaw had advanced a part of his army near to Lahore, 
and feemed determined to purfue his march to Dehly ; but by the Colonel's letter to 
the Governor, under date the 19th ult. which we have juft received, it is with the 
utmoft pleafu re we perceive that Shaw Abdalla is preparing to retreat, and poffibly 
towards his own dominions. A circumftance fo very favourable to our determined 
refolution of embracing the firft fafe opportunity to recall the third brigade within 
thefe provinces, that we now only await a confirmation of this intelligence to carry 
into execution the pofitive orders you have fent us on this fubjedt. 

It is with the utmoft confidence we can affure you, gentlemen, that thofe orders 
Ihould have inftantly been obeyed, could we have done it confidently with the duty 
we owe you, and with the folemn engagements entered into with your allies. To 
^jj^ciliate the minds of his majefty and the Vizier, and to curb the ambitious pro- 
j6fts and hoftile intentions of the latter, were the firft motives for continuing the bri- 
gade at Allahabad, after the receipt of your orders. To inforce, if neceffity re- 
quired, the performance of the Vizier's late treaty with us, to be in readinefs to 
fupport the Madrafs adminiftration, if the fecurity of your poffeffions on the coaft 
or Coromandel fhould require our making a diverfion againft the Maharatta power, 
and to be a check on the ambitious projects of Shaw Abdalla, fhould he have de- 
termined to attack the froniiers of your allies, were confiderations which next urged 
us to detain your troops in the only ftation where they could be of effential fervice 
to your affairs. 

Let us, therefore, flatter ourfelves, that the caufes affigned for having hitherto 
fufpended the execution of your orders, will evince that the meafures adopted pro- 
ceeded from abfolute neceffity, and will acquit us of any imputation of difrefpeQy 
or inattention to your commands. 

Sorry we are to inform you that your affairs on the Coaft wear a mod unfavour- 
able appearance, and are even reduced, by the repeated fucceffes of Hyder Ally, to v 
the loweft ebb of diftrefs. The Madrafs Prefidency, fenfible of the many -dan-' 
gers which furround them, have given us a moft pathetic account of their flotation ; ; 
nor can we cxpedt from the advices they have lately tranfmitted to us, a very fpeedy 
iflue to the long, dangerous, and expenfive war in which they are engaged, until the 
tfeafures of their Prefidency and our own ftiall be nearly exhaufted. To give them 
every poffiblc fupport from hence, we have deemed it indifpenfibly a duty we owe 
to you, our honourable employers; for being fervants of the fame matters, and 
being engaged in one general caufe, we have regarded the welfare of your fettlement • 
of Fort St. George equally with our own. The fame principal ftill adhiates us to 
-devifc poffible means, which may conduce to their fecurity, and the welfare of your 
pofleflions. 

Little did we imagine, after the very large fupplies which have been fent them this 
feafon for the fupport of the war, that their neceffities would fo increafe as to com- 
pel- us to curtail the inveftment, which the Council have given you the greateft rea- 
• ■■▼■ foa 
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ion to exped from this Prefidency in the enfuing year* But fuch is. the only means ; 
which can be devifed for enabling" us to grant them any effeAual affiftance. 

We are advifed that Hyder. Ally has made propofals for a peace, but fo difho- 
nourable to the Nabob of Arcot, and inglorious to your arms, that they were deemed . 
inadmiffible. The gentlemen, however, defirous of accommodating matters, ifpof- 
fible, rather than continue fo hazardous and expensive a war, have replied to his hard 
conditions ; and, in their turn, propofed to him fuch terms as they thought mod con- 
ducive to your interefts. As they expe&ed the refult of thefe negociations would be 
a continuance of the war, which would confiderably increafe their military expences, 
they w?ihed to be afcertained of the refources which they might expeft from hence, 
in order that they might form a plan accordingly for their future operations; and, at 
the fame time, informed us of the ftate of their finances, which they concluded would 
enable them to keep an army in the field for the term of three months. The fumt 
of money we have by feveral late conveyances remitted to Madrafs, of which thef 
had not been ^apprized at the. time of their laft difpatches, together with two lacks 
of rupees *, which were fent thefti oh the Experiment, a country fhip, immediately 
on receipt of their laft advices, pnetty nearly equalled the amount which they calcu- 
lated for three months di{burfements of their army ; fo that we have every reafon to 
believe, that the fafe arrival of our feveral late reoiij tances will enable them to keep 
the field againft Hyder Ally until the month of September next, independently of 
other refources, which may arife from the fale of their <expe&ed imports, fartbflk 
loans from individuals refiding under their government, and a, poffibility of the N^F 
bob's making farther payments on account of the revenues of the Carnatic. 

That they might be at fome degree of certainty in regard to future refources from 
this quarter, we have given it as our opinion that they may depend on being fupplied 
with an annual fum of twenty-four lacks of rupees +, to commence from the month , 
of Odober next, fo long as it is to tend to the adtual fupport of the war they are at. 
prcfent engaged in, provided we are not compelled to enter into warlike operations in. 
defence of thefe provinces; and that, fhould their future neceffities increafe, it may be 
poffible, by putting a flop to our inveftment, to augment our fupplies to thirty lacks £. 
At the fame time that we thus candidly offered our opinion on the affiftance they may 
exped: from us in cafe of need, we could not but inform them of the very diftreficd 
ftate to which this country muft inevitably be reduced, by fuch confidcrable exporta- . 
tions of its fpecie. 

You hive before been informed that our principal objedt in bringing matters to a 
fpeedy conddflon with Janoojee, was to divert Mahadavarow from entering the Car- 
natic to the affiftance of Hyder Ally. The advice6 lately tranfmitted to us from 
Colonel Smith have for the prefent relieved us from apprehenfions in that quarter.; 
fince we find he has dire&ed his operations towards the province of Berar, and 
feems ferioufly intent on cruftiing the power and influence of Janoojee. We have 
therefore thought it highly impolitic at this juncture to continue our negociations 
with this chief, as his rate muft actually be decided, long ere any of our forces could 
reach him, even fhould we have deemed it neceflary, as a check on Mahadavarow's 
growing power, to march your troops to his affiftance. If Mahadavarow ihould 
prove unfuccefsful in his attempt, and fhould refume his former intentions of enter- 
ing the Carnatic, it will then be time enough to think ferioufly of a league with 
Jfanoojec 

Mr. Runibold having in his letter to us, fetting forth the prdent ftate of the Bahar 
^province, reprcfented the neceffity of making fome .deductions in the revenues of that 

province, 

• 
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province, we embraced the opportunity of Mahomed Reza Cawn's being on" a vifit 
to Calcutta txx confult his opinion on a matter of fuch importance. It was a meafiire 
he thought abfolutely neceflary to be taken, and his reafons in general coincided 
with thofc of Mr. RumbokL 

The experience that gentleman muft have acquired during the time he has been 
vefted with the charge of the Bahar collections, and the general knowledge of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawiv in all matters relating to the Dewanny revenues, induced us to 
confent to foch dcduStons being made From the general ftatement of that province 
at the laft Poonah, as may be deemed irrecoverable, or fuch as may prove an imme- 
diate relief and encouragement to the Ryots in the future cultivation of their lands. 
We hope this a& of lenity will imprefs them with a favourable opinion of the go» 
verament, induce them to exert their induftrious labour to promote its welfare, and 
enable them to pay their rents more regularly in future. 

Mr. Kelfall has reprefented to us, that he labours under many inconveniences in 
the provifion of your investment, from not being vefted with the charge of the Dacca 
colleftion. We have replied to his reprefentation, by acquainting him, that as you 
had been pleafed to approve the mode adopted by the Seledt Committee, for con- 
ducting the bufinefs of the Dewanny revenues, we could not deviate therefrom 
without your orders, and that we fhould refer his letter to your confideration and 
decifion. 

The Governor having informed us, that Mahomed Reza Cawn was particularly de- 
firous of his prefence at the city, to enquire into fundry matters relative to the collec- 
tions of the Bengal province, and of his readinefs to comply with the requeft ; we ap- 
proved of his intention, and he has accordingly proceeded on his journey. 

We have the honour to tranfmit you by this packet copies of Mr. Sykcs's country 
correfpondence, as refident at the Durbar, to the time of his delivering over the charge 
of that ftation to Mr. Becher, together with a duplicate of our laft letter, the broken 
fett of our proceedings, and other papers fince the laft difpatch, as per inclofed lift of 
the packet ; and to fubferibe ourfelves, with the utmoft refpedt, &c. 

JOHN CARTIER, JAMES ALEXANDER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 
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To the Honourable . the Court of Dire&ors, &c. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, April *i, 1765. 

Since the difpatch of the Shrewsbury, by which ftiip we had the honour to addrefs 
you, under date the 6th inftant, we have received advice from your Presidency at Fort 
St. George, that they had concluded a peace with Hyder Ally, on the 4th inftant ; 
and that he, in confequence, was immediately to quit the Carnatic. 

When we confider that the Thames will be the only fea conveyance of this feafon, ' 
by which the gentlemen at Madrafs can tranfmit to you fuch important advices, and 
the poflibility of her lofing her paflage to England, or of meeting with other accidents 
which may attend her late difpatch, we cannot hefitate to embrace the opportunity, 

N which 
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which now prefentis itfelf in the difpatch of a French {hip from Chandernagore,,of thus 
briefly informing you of a circumftance which fo nearly concerns the welfare of your 
pofleffions on that coaft. To this we are the more ftrongly induced, from the entire 
confidence we repofe in the prudence and fidelity of Mr. John Sumner, one of your late 
covenanted fervants on this eftablifhment, who being compelled to return to his 
native country for the recovery of his health, has obtained the Council's permiffion to 
embark in this fhip, it being the only remaining fea conveyance of this feafon. But as 
foreign fhips muft be ever diftruftful channels for the conveying of public and impor- 
tant advices, we hope to ftand excufed for not tranfmitting you the particulars, which 
we doubt not you will receive by land from your Prefidency at Bombay or Fort 
St. George, 

Mr. Sumner, to whom this addrefs is entrufted, has been dire&ed to deftroy it, if 
he perceives any danger of its falling into foreign hands. 

We have the honour to fubferibe ourfelves with the utmoft refpeft, &c. 

JOHN CARTIER, JAMES ALEXANDER, CHARLES FFLOYFR. 
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Extra As of Letters from Mr. VERELST, to the COURT 

of DIRECTORS, during his Government in BENGAL, 

relative to the commercial and political interefts of that 

country. 

No. XXIII. 

To the Honourable the Court of DireSlors, &c. 

GENTLEMEN, Fort William, March 1 7, 1 767* 

It is with pleafure I can inform you, that the prefent fituation of the country, and 
of the Presidency ,> leaves me but little room to doubt that we fliall, for fome time, at 
leaft, enjoy the moft perfect tranquility abroad, and concord at home. The prepara- 
tions to difturb the repofe of the empire, which are making by the Duranny * king,, 
appear to me too diftant to affeft us, or our allies, for this feafon ; and it is highly 
probable, that he will never venture to advance nearer to us than Dehly. The lateft 
advices inform us, that he is ftill diftant from Dehly about two hundred and fifty 
miles : it is likewife reported, that he has difpatched his deputies to demand the re- 
venues of the different provinces of the empire ; and that an agent is now on his way 
to Bengal with a commiffion to the above effedt. For my own part, when 1 confider 
the prodigious length of the march, the numberlefs difficulties which muft be en- 
countered ; the oppofition of the Seiks ; the jealoufy that muft feize the many in- 
dependent nations who fcparate us from Abdalla ; the advanced feafon of the year ; 
and cfpecially the great reputation in arms which we have eftabliihed over all India,, 
1 have but little apprehenfions that he will be able to create any difturbance this year. 

I am 

• $haw Abdalla, 
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I am more inclined to believe, that a prince who has the reputation of policy, will 
hever flake his fortune on the precarious iffue of an attempt that muft be attended 
with dangers and difficulties, more than proportioned to the advantages he can tx*» 
peft from fuccefs. Prudence, however, requires, that we fhould not indulge in top 
much fecurity ; nor be wanting in thofe meafures which are neceflary to infpire with 
confidence our ally Sujah al Dowlah, the King, and thofe other country powers whofe 
intereft leads them to oppofe Abdalla, and to form a barrier to the Nabob's dominions. 

We have, for this purpofe, refolved upon a plan, the particulars of which appear 
on the face of our proceedings the 23d of February, with a view, that all our mili- 
tary operations might be maturely concerted before Colonel Smith repaired to the 
army ; and that nothing might remain but the immediate execution, fhould we find 
the enemy are likely to advance to our frontier. 

The motion of the five battalions of Sepoys to Seragepore, fufficiently indicates to 
all the country powers, our determined refolution not only to fland upon our own 
defence, but to extend our protection to all thofe who are connected with us in friend- 
fhip, or engaged to us by treaties, fo far as may be confiftent with our own fecurity and 
intereft. Yet we fhall avoid iffuing orders to the fecond brigade, and the remainder 
of the third, to join the above detachment, until the circumftances of our intelligence 
render it absolutely neceflary, as this motion might alarm the minds of the people, 
and, in fome degree, impede the colledtions, and other public bufinefs. 

As to the Maharattas, we have nothing to apprehend from them in this quarter ; 
their chief, Ragoonaut Row, is in full march to the fouthward ; and, by our laft 
advices, had reached Narva Gaut, but with what views we cannot yet determine. 

Janoogee, the Maharatta chief of Naugpore, feems well difpofed to cultivate our 
friendfhip, and promote the negotiation refpe£ting the ceflion (upon certain confidc- 
rations) of Cuttack to the Company. You have already been informed of the end 
propofed in this treaty ; to negociate which, I have at the Committee's recommenda- 
tion, wrote for Janoogee's Vackeel to proceed to the Prefidency ; and you may depend 
on my utmoft attention to your honour and fecurity in every flep I fhall take in fo 
important a tranfaftion. 

From the valuable cargoes already fhipped in the Cruttenden, Britannia, Anfon, 
Albany, and Nottingham, as well as the goods provided for the Mercury, and thofe 
that will be lying on hand in the warehoufe for want of tonnage, you will perceive 
that our utmoft endeavours have been exerted to produce an encreafe of your inveft- 
ment : nothing, in my power, indeed, fhall be wanting to forward a meafure, by 
means of which alone you can hope to receive the full advantages of your increafed 
revenues ; but I am fenfible many obftacies will occur from the great flow of money 
now in the hands of foreign nations, and from the uncommon fcarcity of weavers that 
prevails at prefent at ail the factories and Aurungs; whether this uncommon fcarcity of 
weavers proceeds from the troubles in which the country was fo lately overwhelmed, 
or whether it arifes from the general decline of trade at all the ports in India, it is 
certain that a great number of the manufacturers in cloth have deferted their profef- 
(ion, to feek for fubfiftence from a lefs precarious calling : hence follow thofe un* 
avoidable difputes which fo frequently happen with the French and Dutch, who leave 
no means untried to feduce the weavers from our fervice. 

The chief and council of Coflimbazar have been apprehenfive they fhould be under 
a neceflity of railing the wages of their workmen, or of renouncing all hopes of en- 
creating the inveftment; Such a ftep would prove prejudicial to your affairs, unlefs 
we could, at the fame time, come to fome equitable compromife with the other Euro* 
pean eftablifliments, to check an evil equally felt by thcmfelves. 

N 2 We 
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We are now taking every poffible ftep towards fecuring a (till farther increafc of 
your inveftment for the enfuing feafon. All the factories and Aurungs are fully 
fupplied with the neceflary advances, and there is at prefent the greateft profped: that 
the bufinefs will be conduced with zeal and alacrity. 

The fame attention will be paid to the colle&ions of the revenues ; to enforce, 
regulate, and eftablifh which, both with refpeft to the ballances of the prefent year, 
and the ftatements of the enfuing general Poonah, I propofc next month taking a tour 
of the provinces, for as long a time as the affairs of the Prefidency will admit of my 
abfence. This meafure was recommended by Lord Clivc to the Committee ; and, I 
flatter myfelf, it will be the means not only of increafing the revenues, but of conci- 
liating the minds of the people to our government, as it will furnifti us with the means 
of rcclreffing grievances, and correcting abufes, which muftotherwife haveefcaped my 
knowledge- 

H. V. 
No. XXIV. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direftors, &c. 

GENTLEMEN, Fort William, March 28, 176!. 

The feveral occurrences fince I had the honour to addrefs you by the Nottingham, 
(land fo fully recorded on the proceedings of your Council and Committee, that a fe- 
cond addrefs from me would appear unneceffary, were there not fome fubjedts which I 
could wifh to point out to your more particular attention ; and others, which, though 
of confequence, do not fall under the cognizance either of the Council or Committee. 

It is to their proceedings I would refer you for proofs of that harmony, with which 
your affairs have been conduced during my government. Their example has been 
imitated by the younger fervants in both civil and military departments ; who, defi- 
rous of convincing their employers, that their pad faults have been occafioned by the 
heat and extravagance of youth, apply themfelves with diligence to the difcharge of 
their feveral funftions. Nor can I with juftice to thefe gentlemen omit remarking to 
you, that in general where errors have arifen, they have proceeded more from their 
extreme youth and inexperience, than from any inclination to do wrong ; as fuch, I 
flatter myfelf they will be overlooked. 

The only difference of opinion that has given rife to altercation, you will fee re- 
corded in the proceedings of the Committee, in their correfpondence with Colonel 
Smith commanding your forces. As his ideas of the conduA of Sujah al Dowlah* 
and of the political meafures which have been purfued, have conftantly differed from 
ours, I judge it incumbent upon me, for your information, and for the juftification of 
our conduft, to lay before you a compendious ftatement of the different powers of 
Hindoftan, by whom our own, or the public tranquility can be effentially difturbed ; a 
ftatement, which will fully evince the fecurity of the Honourable Company's pot 
feflions here, and the (lability of the fyftem which has been fo happily adopted. 

The firft and great caufe of our fecurity is, the general indigence of the Mogul 
empire ; the invafion of Nadir Shaw gave the firft ftroke to its power and opulence^ 
but it fell not fo heavily as is commonly imagined. It gave a mortal wound, it i& 
true, to the overgrown wealth and arrogance of the Omras ; but, as the blow 
was not purfued, its effeft was not immediately felt beyond the capital. The erup* 
tion of the Maharattas enfued, their wide extended ravages laid defolate almoft every 
thing on the fouth fide of the Ganges, from near the frontiers of Bahar, on the eafl^ 
to Sirhind on the north and weft. Their undiftinguifhing rapine plunged cities and 

countries 



n r> i x. 



lot 



countries ift one corttmon ruin* and the empire rfmft have funk under their ojjpref- 
!fion, or fallen a prey to their ambition, if the defeat at Paniput had not put a pe* 
riod at once to their power and devaft&tions. The expeditions of the Shaw Abdalla 
fiicceeded, which, though neither fo extenfive, deftruftive, or bloody, as thofe of 
the Maharattas, ftili conduced greatly to exhauft a declining Hate ; and, though his 
fphere of aftion was chiefly confined to the Panjab and confines of Dehly, yet the 
vaft fums he levied muft have been feverely felt throughout a country which pro* 
duces no filver, and but very little gold. So large a decreafe of fpecie naturally pro* 
duced a decay of trade, and a diminution of cultivation ; and, though thefe evils 
have, in fome meafure, been palliated in our provinces by the annual imports of 
bullion, yet in the moft flourifhing interior parts, fuch as Benares, Mirzapore, &c. 
the fa<ft is notorious, and beyond difpute. 

The natural confequence of thefe circumftances has been, that the different powers 
find their finances narrow, and their tjeafures unequal to the maintenance of a re- 
fpedtable army, or the profecution of a war of any duration. Whenever, therefore, 
they are urged by ambition or neceffity to enter on any expedition, they affemble 
new levies tor the purpofe with the moft unreflecting precipitancy ; they rifk every 
thing on one campaign, becaufe they have feldom refources for a fecond, and come 
to an engagement at all events, becaufe the confequence of a defeat are lefs terrible 
than thofe which muft enfue from the defertion, or fedition of an ill paid and di£ 
affeded army. As their troops then are chiefly raw men and aliens, they are with* 
out attachment to their general, or confidence in each other : a variety of independ- 
ent commanders deftroys all fubordination and authority ; and the certainty of beg*- 
gary and ftarving, from the common accidents of war, throws a damp on the moft 
ardent bravery. 

Thefe circumftances, I apprehend, gentlemen, have been very principal fources of 
©ur repeated victories over thefe immenfe Afiatic armies, which have fled before a 
handful of your troops ; and thefe will, I truft, either deter others in future, or 
enfure fuccefs againft any who may be def|>erate enough to brave a force like ours, 
fo ftrengthened by difcipline, and rendered formidable by uninterrupted fuccefles. 

A fecond,. and no lefs powerful reafon for the fecurity of our fituation, is the dif- 
cofdancy of the principles, views, and interefts of the neighbouring powers; and" 
which muft ever defeat any project of accomplishing, by an aflbciatioir, what the 
wealth or power of a fingle one muft prove unequal to. The majority of the pre*- 
fcnt princes of Hindoftan have no natural right to the countries they poflefs. In . 
the general wreck of the monarchy, every man feized what fortune threw into Hii 
hands ; and they are, therefore, more ftudious to fecure what they have already ob*» - 
tained, than to gtafp at new acquifitions. Hence, the principal aifturbances which ; 
have lately happened in Hindoftan, (Sujah al Dowlah's invafion of Bengal excepted) 
have been accidental broils raifed by the Maharattas, Selks, and the Shaw Abdalla, 
whofe views were rather extended to plunder than to territorial pofleflions. Con* 
fcious that the maintenance of their ufurped authority depends on their preventing 
any of the members from being too much depreffed, or too much elevated, they 
are become jealous and fufpicious of each other, and ever ready to throw in their 
Weight againft any one whom they fee riling too high above the common level. For 
this reafon, they at firft looked on our fuccefles with an evil eye, 'till our generofity, 
to Sujah al Dowlah ; our attention to our treaties and public faith ; and above all, 
our moderation in not purfuing dur victories, begot a confidence in us they had not 
in 'their countrymen, and made them rather ambitious of our friendfhip than jealous 
of our power* 

Thus 
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. Thus circumstanced, it will always be eafy for a watchful and aCtive adminiftra- 
tion on our fide, to hold the general ballance of Hindoftan, and crufh every combi^- 
nation in the bud, by fpiriting up fome. neighbouring power, who may be either ill- 
difpofed, or at lead not favourable to the confederates. A very little acquaintance 
with the difpofition of the natives, will fliew their ardour for change, where the/ 
have a profpeCt of fupport ; and the fituation of Allahabad, and the ftation of a 
brigade there, renders this plan (till more practicable. Its fituation makes it, in 
fome meafure, the key of the furrounding territories ; and its vicinity to the feveral 
countries of Sujah al Dowlah, the Rohillas, Jauts, and Maharattas, enables us to 
penetrate their views with more certainty, and in cafe of neceffity, to enter any part 
with our army in ten or fifteen days, where we can have either an ally to fupport, or 
an enemy to punifh. It is for thefc reafons, we have been obliged to retain a brigade 
out of the provinces. Our repeated refolutions in Committee, will, I doubt not, 
evince our earned defirc to fulfil your orders on this head, and the neccflity itfelf ex- 
cufcs us for keeping it there as long as thefe nfafons fhall fubfifl. 

Such, gentlemen, feem to be the general caufes of our prefeht fecurity here ; but 
they receive additional ftrength, from the particular characters and fituations of the 
feveral potentates themfelvcs. 

The King, Shaw Allum, acknowledged emperor of Hindoftan, retains little of 
the authority or dominions of his anceftors, but what he has derived from us. The 
provinces of Korah and Allahabad yield him a revenue of about twenty-feven lacks* 
per annum, at a rack rent ; this is almoft exhaufted, to fupport rather the name, 
than the fubftance of an army, whilft the Bengal tribute defrays the expences of his 
court and houfhold, and enables him to live in an affluence, if not with a fplendor, 
he never before enjoyed. His abilities are rather below mediocrity, and his charac- 
ter feeros rather calculated for private life than a throne. He is religious, as a man ; 
affedtionate, as a father ; and humane, as a mafter ; but, as a prince, he is weak, 
indolent, irrefolute, and eafily fwayed by the counfels of felf-interefted men : I can j 
not, however, think we have any thing to apprehend from thefe difpofitions ; the 
remembrance of what he experienced, when dependent on Sujah al Dowlah, has 
created in him fuch a diffidence of Hindoftan connexions, as will effectually prevent 
him trufting himfelf to any of them again ; and, at the fame time, he probably en- 
tertains a diftant hope, that the hand which has already raifed him to his prefent in- 
dependence, may one day be extended to reftore him to his throne and right. 

The Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, is our next ally ; and, if gratitude can be any tie 
on an Hindoftan heart, we have every reafon to confider him as connected with us 
by the moft indiflbluble bonds. . His dominions, except the Zemindarry of Bui want 
Sing, lie on the north of the Ganges, and extend to the hills ; and, though they are 
more thinly peopled than is common in this country, have been fo much improved 
by his late regulations in them, as to produce annually near one crore and twenty- 
five lacks of -f rupees. His increafe of ftrength has kept pace with his increafe of 
revenue. He has near eleven battalions of Sepoys of all forts, a good body of horfe, 
and has made confiderable additions to his artillery and magazines ; but, as his whole 
revenue can never fupport a force which can be really formidable to us, fo it will al-> 
ways be in our power to direCt the force he has to fuch purpofes as may beft con-r 
duce to the intereft of the Honourable Company and the general peace. The Na- 
bob's education, and perhaps difpofition, have led him to be vain, afpiring, and im- 
patient. He is aCtive, but defultory ; his judgment rather acute than found ; and 
Jiis generalfliip and policy more plaufible than folid. From pride, or jealoufy, he ia 
afraid to employ men of abilities or rank, in the feveral departments of his govern-r 
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ment ; he plans, dire&s, overfees, and executes every thing himfelf ; fo that the 
multiplicity of bufinefs, and his daily encreafing infirmities, oblige him to leave his 
beft defigns imperfect and crude. His ambition, it is true, is always inciting him 
to form new projeds, but his volatility induces him to be continually abandoning 
lbme, and his impetuofity often renders the remainder abortive. In a word, from 
a moft careful review of his charafter and conduft, he feems a much properer 
inftrument to accomplifh the Company's main point, the maintaining themfelves the 
umpires of Hindoftan, than an enemy, who, from his ftrength or fituation, could 
give them any material uneafinefs or trouble. 

The Rohilla chiefs fucceed, as feveral of them are immediately contiguous to the 
dominions of his mafefty, or of Sujah al Dowlah. The principal ones are Achmed 
Cawn Bungifh, Haffez Rahmet Cawn, and Nijib al Dowlah, befides feveral of lefs 
importance ; fuch as, Dunnedy Cawn, Sardar Cawn, &c. Though all thefe are, m 
faft, independent of each other; yet, as being of one tribe, and deriving their 
power from one flock, (Ally Mahomed Cawn) it is generally fuppofed they would 
unite in their common defence ; although, from their difpofitions and fituations, it 
feems hardly poffible they could be brought to adl unanimoufly. Their joint force is> 
computed at about eighty thoufand effc&ivc horfe and foot ; but thefe, from their 
native hardinefs, their dexterity with the fword, and fkill in the ufe of war rockets, 
have generally been ranked in higher eftimation than the ordinary Hindoftan troops ; 
and the people in general, from fome circumftances in their political conftitution, may 
be confidered rather as a rifing power, at lead in national ftrength. 

The territories of Achmed Cawn Bungifh, immediately border on the Korah coun- 
try to the weftward ; they lie chiefly, if not entirely, between the Ganges and the 
Jumna ; and his capital, Furruk-abad, is fituated on the Ganges, about fifty cofs be- 
yond the territories of Korah ; his revenues, at the higheft eftimation, amount to * 
thirty-five or forty lacks of rupees, but the receipts do not probably exceed f thirty, 
and his ordinary force may be about eight thoufand horfe and foot : he is now pretty 
far advanced in years, and unfit for a&ive life, both from an incurable lamenefs, and 
the various infirmities which a long courfe of every fpecies of debauchery has brought 
on : yet, with all his vices, he is a man of ftrong parts, extenfive experience, and deep 
policy. He makes feveral generous allowances to men of noble families and decayed 
fortunes, and is a great encourager of trade, by ufing every endeavour to protedt the 
merchant from the natural turbulency of his fubjedts ; on thefe accounts, he is much 
refpedted among his tribe, and is generally confidered as their leader in cafe of an 
attack on their community, though the other two principal chiefs exceed him both in 
revenue and force. He has no children to fucceed him, but has, after the Rohilla- 
cuftom, adopted one of his flaves, and given him the title of Daim Cawn. 

The country poflefled by Haffez Rahmet Cawn joins to the weftern limits of Su- 
jah al Dowlah's dominions, and lies entirely on the north of the Ganges, except 
Etwah, and fome other ftraggling Pergunnahs, which lie on the Jumna. The ex- 
tent of it towards the porth and the weft cannot be accurately determined, as our ac- 
counts are but imperfefc and from report, but it produces a revenue of at leaft * fifty 
or fixty lacks of rupees, and enables him to maintain a ftanding army of about fifteen 
or eighteen thoufand horfe and foot. His character has little to diftinguifh it, except 
that low cunning, intrigue, and deceit, fo general in this country ; and his avarice 
makes him particularly cautious of rifquing his treafures by engaging in difputes or 
war. With all his parfimony, he is not very rich, and his fon, Anaut Alnah Cawn,, 
a bold, giddy youth, without education or parts, draws all he can from him to fup- 
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-ply hitfomi egtravag&upe i the father U betwtetv forty and fifty yean of *ge, lait 
healthy and ftrong, and the fon about twenty-three or twenty-four at moil. 
- The pofleffions of Nyib al Powlah are bounded by Sirhind on the weft, and, be* 
ginning on the Jumna about feven Coft eaft of Dehly, they take a fweep auite acrofe 
the pcninfula, and to the northward of the Ganges, fo as to join Hafitz Rahmet's and 
Dunned y Cawn's weftern frontier* He has, alfo, fome diftrids in the confines of 
Dehly to the fouth of the Jumna. The revenue of fuch an immenfe tra# of country, 
in one of the moil fertile parts of the empire, would be prodigious ; but the greateft 
part of it having long been the feat of war, and of the depredations of the Mahap 
rattas, Seiks, and Abdalla, it is much impoverifhed, and does not yield above eighty 
or, ninety f lacks per annum. Confiderable, however, as thUl b, his treafury vfhs 
never very full. He has been obliged for many years to keep a ftrong army for the 
protection of his dominions and his family, againft the continual incurfion9 of the 
Seiks,- &c. and the large contributions he was obliged kft year to pay the Shiw Ab- 
dalla, has now probably drained it entirely. His troops are generally twenty thou- 
sand, or more ; and, as he has been almoft continually at war, are veteran and brave. 
As a man, and a prince, he is perhaps the only example in Hindoftan of, atonce # 
a great and good charafter. He raifed himfelf from the command of fifty horfe to 
his prefent grandeur, entirely by his fuperior valour, integrity, and ftrength of ge* 
nius ; and has maintained himfelf in it with univcrfal applaufe, by a fpirited and well 
grounded fyftem of policy. Experience and abilities have fupplied the want of letters 
and education ; and the native noblenefs and goodnefs of his heart have amply made 
amends for the defeat of his birth and family. He is a ftrift lover of juftice, a moft 
feithful fubjedt to his emperor, and has long been the fole defence and fupport of 
the Royal Family at Dehly. His wifdom and conduct were no where more manifeft 
than in his tranfa&ions laft year with the Shaw Abdalla. He found himfelf obliged 
to join him, or expofe his country to an immediate invafion, and, therefore, com- 
plied with the neccffity ; but, at the fame time, fo protracted their councils, and 
threw fo many fecret obftacles in the way of their defigns, that after feveral months, 
the Shaw finding his troops mutinous for want of pay or plunder, himfelf harrafied 
by the Seiks, the heats begun, and the rains approaching, was obliged to return 
home with difgrace, and reft contented with a fum of money infinitely inferior to 
what his expedition had promifed. Another man, in fuch a fituation, would pro- 
bably have loft his life or liberty; but Nijib al Dowlah, by his prudence, at once 
fa^ed his dominions, and extricated himfelf. He is now about fixty years old, 
*$d his conftitution much worn down by fatigue and ficknefs ; fo that it is probable 
he will foon be fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Zabelah Cawn, aged near thirty-five, 
who, to all his father's virtues, joins the improvements of a liberal education. 

It would be unneceffary to trouble you with a detail of Dunnedy Cawn, Sardar 
Cawn, and the other inferior chiefs. They can have no political confeqnence ; 
but as their dominions are furrounded by thofe of the more powerful Sirdars, 
they muft, of neceffity, adopt whatever plan of action the other* may think expedient 
to embrace. $ 

The dominions of Jewhar Sing, or the Jaut country, extends in the peninfula from 
Agra to within a few Cofs of Dehly on the weft, and near Etwah on t;hc eaft ; they 
are pofleffed likewife of a large traft to the fouth of the Jumna ; and, befides a 
number of inferior places of ftrength, have three forts which are deemed almoft im- 
pregnable. The revenue of Jewhar Sing is, on a moderate computation, near two 
crore of J rupees per annum, befides the aftonifhing fums his father Serage Mahl had 
amaffed. But, though he is fo much fuperior to his neighbours in wealth, his ftrength 
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a not proportionable j his people, from their ctft-tnd occupation, tie untddtfted to 
arms, and he hat, therefore, on all occasions where he has been attacked himfelf, or 
has attacked others, been obliged to call in foreign auxiliaries : thtie cany off a large 
proportion of his excefs of wealth, and muft, if he has any thought, render him 
cautious of engaging much in war, left the fame arms he ufes for the definition of 
others, may be ultimately turned againft himfelf. His chara&er, like the majority 
of the great in Hindoftan, is that of a man abforbed in pleafure and luxury ; weak, 
vain-glorious, afpiring, without experience or abilities. He difcovcrod fome perfonal 
bravery in his late engagement with the Raje-poots, but little prudence or conduA 
in the commencement of the war, or method of carrying it on. His ftanding army 
is computed at about twelve thoufand horfe, a large body of foor, who garrifon his 
forts ; and Somroo, with his rabble of Sepoys, is the general he feems moft to de- 
pend upon. 

The power with which he is now at war, is Maha Rajah Madhu Sing; and his 
ambition, which led him to the invafion, coft him, five months ago, fo fignalader 
feat, that he has been obliged to call in the Seiks to his affiftance. His adverfaiy 
has done the fame with the Maharattas ; and fhould their divifions permit them to 
anfwer the' fummons, in all probability after the enfuing rains the difpute may be- 
come obftinate and bloody : whatever may be the event, it can fcarcely affe& us ; 
and the moft probable confequence feems to be, a confirmation of the general trail* 
quility, as theie four principal powers will be too much enfeebled, by their mutual ef- 
forts againft each other, to be fpeedily in a condition of giving the public any difturbance. 

Maha Rajah Madhu Sing pofTefTes a large diftrift to about the fouth-weft of Dehly, 
and his revenue is cftimated at about a crore of * rupees. Few princes of Hindoftan 
can compare with him for the antiquity of his family, or the fame of his anceftors. 
His iubje&s are chiefly Raje-poots, born to war ; they are the cultivators of his lands 
in peace, and the undaunted defenders of thefe lands when invaded. Proud of their 
ancient glory, they difdain to fly, and rufh with intrepidity to certain death or vi&ory. 
In the late engagement with Jewhar Sing, their horfe rode up through the fire of 
above ninety pieces of cannon, and all the jnufquetry of the Sepoys, till they came 
to fwords ; and, though thrice repulfed, renewed the attack, which met with the 
fuccefs their bravery deferved, and night alone faved the remains of the Jaut's broken 
forces. What renders this noble fpirit ftill more laudable is, that it is chiefly exerted 
in the defence of their families and mafter; nor do I recoiled: an inftance in the 
annals of Hidoftan, where they were fubdued themfelves, or attempted the con* 
qucft of others. 

The Maha Rajah is more remarkable for his family than talents ; and though nei- 
ther weak nor deficient, yet his abilities can hardly entitle him to eminence or fame. 
His ftanding army is but inconfiderable, becaufe, as I obferved before, all his fub- 
je&s are his foldiers ; fo that, however amply he is provided for his own fecurity, his 
fyftem is no ways calculated for foreign expeditions. 

• We have been fo long acquainted with the Maharattas in the Deccan, that it 
would be fuperfluous to make any obfervations on their fituations, to gentlemen fo 
well informed of it from the prefidencies of Madrafs and Bombay ; and I fhould not 
have mentioned them at all, except as pofleflbrs of fome diftrifts which lie on the 
fouth of the Jumna, and contiguous to the -f demefnes of our § royal ally. Their 
neighbourhood, however, can never give us caufe of apprehenfion, as the fmallncfs 
of their force there leaves them rather open to invafions themfelves, than puts it in 
their power to moleft others : and the late advices from Bombay and Madrafs, wiU 
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clearly point out how impracticable it muft be for the Maharattas, unde* tkeuvp^ 
fent inteftine divifions and jealoufies, to fend any formidable reinforcements to fo.re-? 
mote poffeffions with hoftile views. I fhall clofe this head with one general remark* 
that as the Maharattas are notorioufly the foldiers for hire, their arms will proba- 
bly be ever at our devotion, becaufe our revenues can beft enable us to come up to 
their •price* 

As the country of the Seiks commences as far weft as Sirhind, their diftance would 
be a Sufficient reafon for omitting them in this detail, did not their aftonifhing rife 
from the loweft ebb of national weaknefs, to a moft refpedtable pitch of power, make 
it necefiary juft to touch on them. In the reign of Ferruk Seer, their tribe was not 
computed at above one thoufend perfons ; but their admiffion of converts of all per- 
faafions into their religion, has, in fo fhort an interval, fwelled their force to above 
eighty thoufand men fit for arms ; and put them in pofleffion of all that fertile coun* 
try between Sirhind and the river Atoch. In a political view, they feem rather a 
barrier for Hindoftan againft Abdalla, or any other weftern power, than a. people 
aiming at conqueft ; and their military conduft on the § Shaw's late expedition, gave 
full proof of their ability to repel, if not ruin an invader. 

This, gentlemen, is the ftate of the Hindoftan powers, which I have taken the 
liberty of fubmitting to your cognizance. I believe it .will be found exa&, though 
not minute, and be fufficient to demonftrate, that, as every advantage of revenue, 
difcipline, force, and unanimity is on our fide, fo the t ppofite difadvantages muft 
prove fatal to any power who may attempt to be your enemy. I muft refer you to 
the country correfpondence for farther particulars, as well as for the confirmation of 
what I have here advanced. You will there find pleafing proofs of the anxious defire 
all the powers I have enumerated, exprefs for our alliance and friendfhip; and you 
will clearly perceive from thence, how eafy it muft be for us to maintain our prefent 
character as umpires of Hindoftan, by counteracting any hoftile defigns againft our- 
felves or our allies, by our influence at a diftance, or by our force when near. This 
has been the fyftem I have ever ftrenuoufly recommended to the Committee ; the 
maxim I have invariably purfued myfelf ; and this, I truft, will continue in future to 
be crowned with the defired fuccefs. 

I could have wifhed the * gentlemen on the Coaft had been more deeply imprefled 
with this idea, fo that the reinforcements fent from Bengal, inftead of being fcattered 
and difmembered, might have ftruck the important blow we meditated againft the 
-f Subah. In this cafe, Hyder-abad, weak and defencelefs, mult have fallen an eafy 
prey before the Nizam could have even received intelligence of the expedition ; and, 
as the capture muft have more univerfally enforced a conviftion of our power, fo the 
generous reftitution of it to a repenting enemy, muft have highly exalted our mo- 
deration and difintereftednefs. 

You will obferve, from the Committee proceedings, that a jealoufy has long fub- 
fifted between the courts of his J majefty and Sujah al Dowlah. A feeming attenr 
tion in us to one more than to the other, will ever awaken apprehenfions ; and, how* 
ever nice and delicate our condudt may be, imaginary caufe for uneafinefs will al^ 
ways be found. His majefty has lately, through our interpofition, liftened to an ac- 
commodation with the H Nabob ; and, by a letter juft received, has confirmed his 
reconciliation, by conferring a drefs on the |! Vizier. 

The very large and valuable cargoes laden on board the feveral fhips of this fea- 
fon, will, I hope, be a convincing proof of the great attention that has been paid to fo 
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irnfportaat r part of tour affairs* The fereral invitees .amount to no Ids than.- -five mil* 
lions eight hundred and ninety-fix thoufand * rupees, and a ballance of goods re* 
mains in the warehoufes of four hundred and ibrty-nine thoufand f rupees, -which 
makes the total of your ihveftment this feafon fix millions- three hundred and forty* 
five thoufand J rupees. So confiderable an increafe, at a time when the other nations 
were equally anxious with ourfeives to extend their trade, could not be effected with* 
out many difagreeable complaints from both the French and Dutch fa&ories; though 
many of > them, upon examination, proved frivolous, and others without foundation* 
They muft do us the juftice to acknowledge, that we have a&ed towards them with 
moderation, and have often affifted them by our influence with the country govern* 
ment in points that were not detrimental to your intereft ; nor has this increafe been 
unattended by complaints from your own fervants, though, I muft confefs, with 
much more juftice : and my duty to my employers, no lefs than humanity to the 
fufferers, calls upon me to lay before you a diftindt reprefentation of their cafe. The mj 
curfions of the Maharattas in the time of the Nabob Alliverdy Cawn, the -difputeg 
we were forced into with his fucceflbr, Serajah al Dowlah; and the war we fuftained 
againft the bloody tyrant Meer Coflim, have kept thefe provinces in a continual ftatd 
of confufion, and introduced all the evils attendant upon war. Cultivation, was neg- 
leded, manufactures were deftroyed, and numbers of weavers and winders were o&- 
liged to procure fubfiftence from a lefs precarious employment. We have, indeed, 
enjoyed a few years of reft, and the country every day feels more and more the be- 
nefit arifing from it. Plenty has fucceeded to famine, and fecurity has induced the 
natives to apply themfelves again to labour, and so commerce; but the manufactures 
are fcarcely encreafed, the Aurungs are not fo well peopled as they were twenty years 
before ; and yet your demands, and thofe of the other nations, are beyond what the 
country is able to fupply, was every fpecies of cloth to b,e purchafed. The amount 
of your orders is above a || crore and twenty lacks, the Dutch wifh to have § forty, 
the French are endeavouring to procure ** twenty-two, and the Danes and Portu* 
guefe ff fifteen. 

The French and Dutch Companies, by granting remittances only for fuch fums as 
have been paid into their treafuries in filver, have been amply fupplied with money ; 
and they have as amply furniftied their agents at the Aurungs with the proper fpecies 
of rupees, whilft we have been put to difficulties in that account. To obviate thefe 
in fome meafure, and to comply with your orders to the utmoft of our power, we 
have been obliged to curtail the private trade of your fervants at every Aurung to a 
degree almoft of annihilation. 

Deprived of that principal branch of commerce by which alone the fhipping trade 
can be fupported, interdicted trading in fait, whilft we behold all the foreign nations* 
as well as natives, enjoying the benefit of it, under feigned names and various pre- 
tences, too intricate to be unfolded, and too deeply laid to be checked or brought 
to public view, prohibited all other means of accumulating money, with fmall fa- 
laries, and no emoluments, from whence is a fervant to raife a fortune in Bengal? I 
declare, I have as great an opinion of your prefent fet of fervants in general, as of 
any one body of men : but with fuch a profpeCt before them, having the govern- 
ment of a rich and populous kingdom, and the amount of millions palling through 
their hands, they mult be more than men to ftand the fiery trial: were they to refift 
the temptation, I greatly fear that zeal and vigour fo neceflary for the profperous 
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management -6f ydtrt affairs, would be wanting ; but, flioukl it be too powerful, I 
tremble For the confequeiices. 

T his> I artl fenfible, is not the ttate to xvhich you woul# wifti to fee your fervice 
reduced, but it really is the ftate at prcfent ; you have been pleafed to promife your 
fervaiits fome ctinfidferatfon in lieu Or the fair, and they Wait with anxiety your re* 
foIutioiiS. 

I have thus, gfcritlettien, performed what my duty required at my hands; if I havd 
Stny whdre exprefftd ihyfelf With too much warmth, the nature of the ftibjett will, I 
hbp'e, fufficiehtly J>iead my excufe. 

It was this heavy reftridion upon pritote trade, that indtifced forffc bf the gentle* 
$ieh clandeftifiely to extend their commerce into the territories 6F our ally Sujah al 
Dowlah, blit the ill tondudt of fome of the Gomaftahs having odckflotied feomplaint* 
from the Nabob, 1 immediately ifiued ordets for theit tecall, ahd htfte taken dlb&ual 
xnfeafarcs fot preventing that trade in future. 

The itfcreafing fcarcity of filver has been fo fully fet fbtth in the proceedings of the 
fcouftcil and Committee, that nothing but the urgent neceffity of the fettlemeftt could 
tempt me to femihd you of it in this letter. Gold is not current at the Aufongs, and 
We fhall with difficulty 'be enabled to raift a ftifficient quantity of filter for the provk 
fion of the enfuing year's ihveftrtient. A farther remittance to China is entirely out 
*>f 6Ur power to ftipply. 

The Extent of your territorial pofleffions in Bengal requires a confiderable body both 
•of Europeans and Sepoys to be maintained for its defence. The latter corps is conftantly 
kept completed, but rhe number of the former is far fliort of the fixed eftablifliment* 
Thfe recruits of the laft feafon were not even fafficient to fupply cafualtics. As th* 
keeping the brigades and artillery complete is of the higKeft importance to the fafety of 
thefe provinces, I muft entreat of you > gentlemen, to encreafe the number of the 
annual recruits for Bengal. 

The indent for cannon 'and ftnall arms, I Kkewifc, hope, will fee folly complied 
with ; of the former, many may prove ufelefs on the very firft trial, afrd the latter are 
fiabte to fo many accidents, from the dangerous navigation of the rivet in tranfporting 
them to the army, from the ignorance, the careleffnefs, Or the defertkrti of the Sepoys* 
that an ample referve in our magazines is abfolutely neceffary ; no lefs than one thou* 
fand fix hundred of the laft fupply were loft in the river a few days fince, which, I fear, 
We ftiall never recover. 

An agate quarry has been lately difcoVered among the hills near Mongheer : &s the 
ftone appeared to be of a proper quality for gunflints, I ordered a quantity to be made, 
tad have directed five thoufand to be fait to the fecond brigade, and the like quantity 
to the remainder of the firft brigade, and the troops in garrifon ; if, upon trial, they 
anfwer my expectation, I fhall recommend to the board the providing two millions of 
them to be kept in ftore for the fupply of any future emergency : they are cheaper 
than the flints from Europe, the expence being only four * rupees for a thoufand ; but, 
left they fhould not prove ferviceable, or the vein be inefficient for a conftant fupply* 
I would beg leave to tecommend that the indent for this feafon be complied with. I 
have fent by Captain Riddle one hundred, taken promifcuoufly out of the heap, for 
your examination and opinion. 

The Committee proceedings will inform you, that we have been treating with thd 
Maharattas for their eeffion of the country of Cuttack : this negociation lias been greaN 
ly protracted, but I am in hopes of feeing it very foon concluded. It is cuftomary 
with thefe people to fpin -out treaties to an immoderate length : avaritious in the higheft 

• TcntiuUbg* 

degree 



APPENDIX. i©$ 

4 

degree, they endeavour by every artifice to encreafe their exorbitant demands; and, 
faith lefs themfelves, they are fufpicious of the faith of others. The advantages* of 
- fuch an acceffion of territory are too obvious to require being particularly pointed out. 
The mutual affiftance the -f prefidcncies can yield each other, unfubjedcd to the pre- 
carioufncfs of thefeafons, and the accidents fo liable to (hipping, is not one of the leaft 
we (hall derive from completing the chain of your pofleffions from the banks of the 
§ Caramnaflp to the extremities of the coaft of Coromandel. 

I have the honour to cnclofe you a general ftatement of your receipts and dHburfe- 
ments of cafli during the year one thousand feven hundred and (ixty-feven. It is cal- 
culated more for fpeculation, than to be depended upon for its exadtnefs ; though I am 
certain you will find it deviating but (Tightly from the truth, (hould any error appear. 

To confirm what I have before urged of the neceffiry of your sncrcafing the number 
of recruits, deftined for this prefidency, I do myfelf the honour to enclofe a date of the 
Huropeah forces, drawn up to the firft of this month, and compared with one made 
the 30th of June laft ; from which you will obferve that three hundred and ninety were 
iick, and fix hundred and feventy were wanting to complete the eftablifhment, before 
the arrival of the recruits of laft feafon ; and though none of them were loft either t>y 
death or defertion during their (lay at Calcutta, we have at this time three hundred 
and fixty-fix (ick, and three hundred and five are ftill wanting to complete : an amazing 
deficiency, when it is confidered that the (ickly feafon is not yet begun. 

A number of gentlemen are employed in a furvey of thefe provinces. The boun- 
daries are almoft finiftied, and they are now taking the fedlions of the feveral countries. 
-In September next, I hope to have the pleafure of fending you a complete plan of all 
your pofleffions in this part of India. In tracing and examining fuch an immenfe tradt 
of country, the greateft part of which affords not the leaft conveniency to an European, 
the expence muir neceflarily be great, but the benefit of fuch an undertaking will l>e 
an ample compenfation for the charges that are attendant upon it. 

You will be pleafed to receive a general return of your forces, both European and 
Sepoys. As I have not lately received any return of the detachment to the Coaft, I 
have been obliged to omit it. 

I flatter myfelf you have, ere now, made choice of a gentleman to fucceed me in the 
government : the weaknefs of my conftitution renders fuch a meafure abfolutely necef- 
(arv, if it is not already effedted. My gratitude to the Company would not allow me 
to hefitate a moment in complying with their orders, fhould they judge it expedient 
forme to make a longer (lay in India ; but a feries of nineteen years dedicated to their 
fervice has fo entirely deftroyed my conftitution, that another year's refidencc in Ben- 
gal would, in all probability, prove fatal. Should my ill (late of health oblige me to 
vacate the chair before I am honoured with your anfwer, I (hall quit it with the lefs 
xelu&ance, as the gentleman next to me in the fervice, (Mr. Carrier,) bears fo worthy 
and unexceptionable a character : and I take the liberty of recommending him to your 
particular notice. 

Allow me, gentlemen, to conclude with a private requeft for myfelf, and I the lefs 
fear a denial, when I reflect, that it is the firft I have ever taken the liberty to make ; 
that you will indulge me with the remittance of fuch part of my fortune as may be 
remaining in India at my departure, through your ca(h. 

M JL. ▼ • 

t The two prcfidcncies of Fort St. George on the coaft of Coromandel, and of Fort William in 
Bengal. 

§ The river Ctramnafla is the north- weft boundary of tfce province of Bafcar, and .divide* it from the 
late Rajah Bui want Sing's country. 
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7* M* Honourable the Court of Directors, &c* 



Fort William, September a6, 17 68. 

: I had the honour to addrefsyou under date the 28th of March, by the (hip Admiral 
Pocock, and endeavoured then to give you as full a ftatement of your political and com- 
mercial concerns, as my health and alhort refpitefrom public bufinels would permit. I 
will now proceed on the fame plan to lay plainly before you every matter which feems 
worthy of your knowledge or attention. I have always deemed this diredfc correfpondence 
between the Preiident and the Court of Direftors of the moft ferious import to the Com- 
pany ; becaufe, having the primary fuperintendence of the feveral departments, he iriuft 
be beft acquainted witn the immediate fprings of every material event ; and becaufe, as 
an individual, he can communicate his fentiments with that freedom and unreferve which 
the delicacy of public addreffes will not with propriety admit. It has ever been my 
principle, vand, I truft, will be ever my pradtice, to give truth as I find it, even whfcre 
that truth might appear unfavourable to myfelf, or difagreeable to you : I look on my- 
felf as accountable for all my public adts to you, to my king, and to my country ; 
and I will never difguife fadts to court approbation, or conceal them from an apprehen- 
fion of cenfure. For this reafon, I hope my prefent reprefentation will have that weight 
in your opinions which I could have wiflied our public ones had been honoured with 
on fome late confequential points. Your Governor and Council, I may fafely affirm, 
ever merited the preference which feems to have been given to private authorities ; and, 
I am perfuaded, a fhort reflection will eafily evince how injurious fuch a fufpicion is 
to your fervants, how unworthy of your impartiality, and how dangerous to the Com- 
pany's affairs in general. The intelligence of individuals can be derived only from 
partial lights, and communicated mainly with private views. Your fervants, on the 
contrary, are immediately prefent on the fcene of adtion ; they have free accefs to every 
fource of information, and can neither aggrandife or villify advantages or lofles, without 
certainty of detedtion and forfeiture of good name. Whatever benefits, therefore, 
may be expedted to accrue from a comparifon of public and private advices, they will 
be found by experience to be no ballance to their inconveniences : fuch a jealous atten- 
tion to their adtions may, perhaps, prove a curb to a corrupt adminiftration, but it 
will certainly fiirnifh them with a plaufible excufe, while a manifeftation of diftruft will 
inevitably fetter the adfcivity and refolution of the moft upright government. As yout 
fervants, we are accountable for every adt and meafure; but it is furely hard that our 
condudt and integrity fhould be arraigned on the ill-founded teftimony of fanguine or 
difcontented men ! I am fenfible how much the delicacy of your fituation, and the 
violence of oppofition muft have influenced you in this point; and I hope you will ex- 
cufe my warmth on the occafion. A little time will either juftify or condemn us ; and 
I truft the prefent * difpatch will demonftrate whofe reprefentations have been moft au- 
thentic and impartial. 

The King Shaw Allum remains much in the fame fituation, both as to his affairs 
and difpofitions. The memory of what is paft continues to render him fearful of form- 
ing Hindoftan connedtions. Formed^ as I have obferved, rather for private life than a 
throne, he infenfibly begins to acquiefce in the enjoyment of competence and inde- 
pendency : and his rooted jealoufy of Sujah al Dowlah, and of his encreafing power, 

• By the (hip Valentine* 
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binds him to us more ftrongly, as well from apprehenfion as neceffity. He profelTes 
on all occafions, and I believe fincerely, to be influenced only by the Englifh counfels ; 
and though his re-eftablifhment at Dehly is cafually the fubjedt of his converfation and 
letters, yet a reference to Col. Barker's correfpondence will point out how far his refolu- 
tions in this matter are from being immediate or determined/ 

In the fituation of the other potentates of Hindoftan, no great alteration has taken 
place, except the deceafe of the Raje-poot and Jaut chiefs. Maha Rajah Madhu Sing 
died a natural death, after concluding a fort of truce rather than peace, with Jewhar 
Sing and the Seiks ; and Jewhar Sing was aflaffinated in June by a Raje-poot, four of 
whom had been commiflioned by their principal Sirdars for that purpofe, from an 
apprehenfion of his views on their country, after the rains, on account of the youth 
and weaknefs of their new ruler Perteet Sing. No commotions, however, have been 
produced by this accident. His brother Ruttun Sing (a weak and indolent de- 
bauchee) has peaceably fucceeded him, though it is not improbable that very weak- 
nefs may prove a temptation to his neighbours, or the enterprizing Maharatta or Seik, 
to attack him at a proper opportunity. Divifions have alfo been manifefted among 
the Rohillas. A formidable infurredtion was raifed in Achmed Cawn's country, 
which obliged him to apply to his majefty and Sujah al Dowlah for affiftance; though 
tranquility has fince been reftored to his territories, by the defeat of the rebel Abed- 
ullah Cawn, without any foreign interpofition. The powers farther to the weftward 
appear tranquil and fettled. There is no appearance of any new expedition from the 
Shaw Abdalla. And the Seiks will, in all probability, not adopt adtive meafures 
this feafon, as they have received money from Madhu Sing, Jewhar Sing, and N ijib 
al Dowlah, to purchafe their friendfhip, or rather to buy off their ravages. The only- 
probability of their return muft be from the invitation of the Jauts or Rajc-poots, 
fhould the Maharattas make any attempt upon them. And their interfering in this 
cafe, will rather add to our fecurity, than give us reafon for alarm : becaule, by their 
fupport of the weaker party, the conteft muft become more equal, and the only ene- 
my we have to fear in India, be greatly weakened thereby, without the mediation 
either of our arms or influence. 

The ftate and order of your provinces, revenues, commerce, and fervice in gene- 
ral, are matters next in confequence to your political fecurity ; and, as fuch, requite 
the moft urgent reprefentations on my part, and die moft dilpaffionate attention on 
yours. The animofity of public fadion, the extravagant hopes of the partial and 
fanguine, and the unjuft mifreprefentations of the designing and difcontented, have 
contributed to exaggerate the advantages of all above their real, or even poffible, 
amount ; they have confpired to draw on us the public odium, and miflead the im- 
partiality and propriety of your moft pofitive orders ! 

When the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa came under your jurifdi&ion, 
they were much funk in opulence, population, and manufa&ures, from their ancient 
importance. The almoft continual irruptions of the Maharattas, under the govern- 
ment of Alliverdy Cawn, and the avarice of the minifters under the fupinenefs of 
Serajah al Dowlah, the neccflities of Meer Jaffier, and the iron hand of the rapa- 
cious and blood-thirfty Meer Coflim, ftruck equally at the property of the rich, and 
induftry of the poor : and while it reduced the one to indigence, compelled the 
other to feek fafety in flight. If, to thefe, we add, firft, the immenfe amount in 
fpecie and jewels to the value of between three and five crores of * rupees, fecreted 
or carried off by Coflim, after his feveral defeats had obliged him to relinquish all 
hopes of a reinftatement : 2dly, The royal tribute of twenty-fix -j- lacks, and the 

expencc 
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expeace of about twenty lacks for a brigade, both paid annually out of die pro- 
vinces, and confequently out of the fphere of our immediate circulation : 3dly, The 
annual amount of our own, and the other nations inveftments, for which no value 
is received into the country : 4thly, The large exports of bullion to China, and the 
different prefidencies during the three lafl; years : And laftly, the unavoidable mif- 
fortune and capital drain, the immenfe fums paid into the caSh of foreign nations, for 
bills on their refpedive Companies. I fay, the aggregate of thefc feveral exports 
mud appear inevitably and immediately ruinous to the moft flourishing (tate, much 
lefs be deemed tolerable to a declining and exhaufted country ! Yet it is in this Situ- 
ation the Court of Directors, and the nation in general, have been induced to expeft 
prodigious remittances in fpecie, from a country which produces little gold ana no 
Silver ; and where any considerable imports of both have, for a feries of years, been 
rendered unneceffary to the trade of foreign Companies, by the general demands for 
-draughts on Europe. It was therefore to be wished, and was more than once pro- 
pofed, that when thefe lands came under our management, we had lowered, for a 
time the ftated rents of moft diftri&s, as an incitement to cultivation and improve- 
ment, rather than have made the fmalleft attempt to an increafe. Many, however, 
and powerful reafons, confpired to influence the administration in the meafures they 
adopted : the neceflity of providing a certain fund for emergencies, in a country 
fruitful in revolutions, the certainty of no fupplies from home, or the other presi- 
dencies, and the probability of large demands from both ; all pleaded powerfully 
for retaining things on the footing we found them, and for poftponing a relaxation 
of revenue, till thefe great purpofes were fully accomplifhed. The event has jufti- 
fied our pre-conceived opinions, though the neceffities of the country remain unre- 
lieved and unremedied. Diftreffcd as we are, at prefent, for the means of the necef- 
fary remittances to the Coaft and Bombay, for the provision of future inveftments, 
and even the defraying of current expences, what muft have been our Situation, had 
our colle&ions been lefs rigid and ample ? Excufe me, gentlemen, for fuggefting 
here another reafon, not lefs cogent, though of a private nature : If, when your fer- 
vants have exerted themfelves in every extension of your revenues and investment 
confident with the immediate fafety of the country, all their efforts fall fo Short of 
the ideas you have formed, and of the public expectation, what could they have 
hoped, had they framed their meafures for prefent retrenchments and distant advan- 
tages ? Might not your whole administration here, with juftice, have apprehended 
their being facrificed to an irritated and misinformed Court of Proprietors, who 
might have regretted the injury, when the reparation was beyond their power ? Do 
us the juftice, gentlemen, to reflect how unreafonable fuch a riSk of our fortunes 
and characters muft appear after a tedious fervice, and the manifold injuries of the 
climate, more efpecially where our own opinions and integrity are all the evidence 
we have to produce in our fupport. 

Permit me to give you my moft ferious opinion, founded on almoft nineteen years 
experience in the various branches of your revenues, and in various diftri&s of your 
poSTeffions, that it is totally beyond the . power of your administration to make any 
material addition to your rents, or remit a Single rupee in fpecie home ; and that, 
unlefs the moft efficacious and fpeedy meafures are entered upon by you to neceffitate 
the foreign nations to an importation of bullion, equal to the amount of their home- 
ward cargoes, and effe&ually to divert the capital fums paid for their bills into the 
channel of your own remittances, money will foon become fo fcarce a? to oblige us 
to colled many of the rents in the produce of the lands inftead of fpecie, and our 

utmoft 
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utmoft exertion of endeavours be deemed happy, if we can any ways gather toge- 
ther a fufficient fupply of cafh for the provifion of your inveftment, and the current 
expences of this prefidency. A reference to the immenfe drains I have mentioned, 
and a ballance or trade againft the country equal to the fum of our vaft inveftments,' 
and thofe of all the other nations, will eafily account for this diftrefs, and juftify my 
affertions. 

The extent of the Dutch and French credit exceeds all conception, and their bills 
are even folicited as favours. The precife fums received by them for foitie years I have 
endeavoured to afcertain, though hitherto without fuccefs ; but if we only form our 
idea from the bills drawn this year from Europe on individuals here and Madrafs 
{exclufive of what has been received for bills on their Company) the amount will 
appear prodigious and alarming. Advices of draughts and letters of credit have been 
already received to the amount of twenty-eight * lacks of rupees on Bengal, and ten f 
lacks on the gentlemen of Madrafs ; and I have the moft certain information that 
their treafuries at Pondicherry and Chandornagore are amply furnifhed with all pro* 
vifion for both their inveftments and expences for three years to come. You have 
often complained of the increafe and fuperiority of the French, &c. inveftments ; but 
your orders and regulations have furnifhed them with the moft extenfive means of 
both. It is in vain to threaten difmiflion from your fervice, or forfeiture of your pro- 
tection, for fending home money by foreign cafh, while you open no door for re- 
mittances yourfelves. Such menaces may render the practice more fecret and cautious; 
but will never diminifh, much lefs remove the evil. 

But it is not from their accumulation of money alone, both here and on the coaft, 
that I think the French defigns require a very ferious attention ; but becaufe their 
preparations at the iflands, and the number of fhips they fend out to remain in the 
country, leave us little room to doubt they are meditating an important and early blow 
in this quarter. How far the procuring a fquadron of men of war to be ftationed in 
India, is in your power, or confiftent with your plan, I know not ; but allow me to 
recommend it as a meafure highly conducive to your fecurity. 

. Though I had not, at that time, an adequate idea either of the opulency of the 

French, or fo immediate a profpedt of our own diftrefs for fpecie ; yet, with a view to 

reftridt their fupplies for the enfuing year, I formed a plan in the beginning of May 

laft, for receiving all monies tendered to our treafury, and giving bills on Europe, 

payable in three annual proportions ; the whole to bear an intereft of fix per cent* 

till fuch bills were granted ; and the ballance, after the firft year, to bear an intereft of 

three per cent, till paid. The univerfal concurrence I knew the propofal would meet 

with, induced me to prepare a minute on the fubjedt for the confideration of the Board, 

a copy of which I have the honour to enclofe for your information, and proof of the 

utility of fuch an arrangement. Before we had any opportunity of entering on fo 

important a debate, from the abfence of MefiT. Carrier and Bechcr, the arrival of your 

orders, by the Admiral Watfon, obliged me to quit my former intentions, however 

thoroughly I remained convinced of their neceffity. Had the refolution depended 

folely on myfelf, I would have riflted your fevereft difpleafure, from a confeioufnefs of 

doing my duty, and promoting your true intereft ; but when your prohibitions were fo 

pofitive, when your prejudices appeared fo ftrong, and your confidence in us fo fmall, 

could I have propofed to the Council drawing on you for 150,000 or 200,000 pounds 

fterling, when you expedted a remittance to the amount of 500,000, without fub- 

jedting every member of that Board to certain difgrace, and difmiflion from you, had 

they acquiefced in my meafures ? 

• 350,000/. f 125,000/. 
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But though it has been irnpoffibk for us, ia our prefent fituation, to follow your 
dire&ions in the remittances o£ fo large a fum in fpecie ; as much, I think, as the 
power of men could effedt has been done, and is ftill doing, to enable you to realize in 
Europe as much as poffible of your property here The mode, indeed, has been 
different from what you had prefcribed ; but, I flatter myfclf,. it will be found, 01* 
trial, moft beneficial to the Company's affairs, and the nation in general. If you will 
uecur to the ftate of your inveftment four or five years ago, it will be found on an 
average, not to exceed 34 * lacks of rupees ; the laft year we provided you the amount 
of 64 f lacks ; and I am in hopes to be able to tranfmit you, by the flaps of this^ 
feafon, goods to the value of one complete million fterling. When it is confidei ed, 
that this is an increafe of of near 600,000 pounds fterling,, that your poffeffions will 
belefs impoverifhed by an export of their produce than ipecie, that the nation will be 
benefited by the duties on fo large an import, and that the Company, inftead of a lofs 
of 20 per cent, on bullion, will reap a confiderable profit on thefeles of thefe cargoes* 
1 doubt not our conduct and injduftry will meet your and the nation's moft iincere- 
approbation. 

To enable you to form the moft perfect idea of the military improvements of the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah,. I fend you, by Captain Purvis, a muiket, which was one* 
of his firft attempts.; and alfaa lock, which is of his laft and. beft manufacture. 

No* XXVI. 
20 the Honourable the Court of DireSiors* &c. 

Fort WHliam>, April 5, i 7 6$» 

There has no material alteration taken place in the King's^ affairs* or in thofe of the 
other powers of Hindoftan,. fince the date of my laft letter. His majefty is* ftill at 
Allah^abad, and has* fhewn fome difpofition towards a reconciliation with; his Vizier^ 
and honoured him with a vifit of compliment at his capital Faiz-abad.. 

We have had fome alarms- of an intended invafion of Hindoftan,, by the Shaw 
Abdalla, at the invitation of the Raje-poot chiefs, in order to* revenge themfelves ofi" 
the Jauts, for their unwarrantable attack of their country laft year, under Jewhar 
Sing. Later advices* however, affure us, that he has been obliged to march back,, 
in order to reduce one of hfe principal chiefs* wha had revolted ; and that the* rifque- 
he runs of having his Candahar dominions attacked by $ Kerim Cawn, in his ab~ 
fence, will probably make him cautious how he ventures fo far from his owns 
frontiers. 

Yet, though we have little reafon for fears from abroad, the internal ftate of our 
provinces is a matter of real concern ; and,, unlefi provided for by fpeedy and ef- 
fectual meafures, they muft moulder into ruin of themfelves, without the interven- 
tion of any enemy. A little attention to the nature of the riches of Bengal, and a. 
comparifon of the various fources of wealth or diftrefs in the former and prefent 
fyftems of government, will evince this beyond difpute. Though our provinces af- 
ford no gold, filver, or precious ftones, yet the vaft variety and abundance of the- 
produce of the lands, and the excellence of the manufactures of the inhabitants,, 
leave them no great occafion for imported commodities 1 and, at the fame time, in- 
vite foreign merchants to purchafe and export thefe goods and manufactures, from 

• 382,500/. f 720,000/. N. B. Thefe being Current rupees, are eftimated at two (hillings and 
thiec-pcnce each, X The prefent emperor of Perfia. 
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their fuperior cheapnefs and quality. 1 have obferved, that the natives had occafion 
for few foreign commodities, either for convenience or for luxury, and, confequently, 
a very fmall proportion of their trade could be carried on by barter, and the reft only 
by giving fpecie for goods. The extent alfo of this traffic was prodigious; and 
befides the large inveftrnents of the different European nations, the Bengal raw filk, 
cloths, &c. to a vaft amount, were difperfed to the Weft and North, inland * af far 
as Guzzerat, Lahore, and even Ifpahan. In proportion, therefore* to this diffufion 
of commerce, the quantity of fpecie in the country neceflarily increafed, the far- 
mer and. workman were enabled to anfwer the demands of government with eafe, by 
the readinefs of their fales ; and every extenfion of induftry at home, or trade abroad, 
was a new opening to an advance of the general opulence. 

From this view, then, of the ftate of trade heretofore in thefe provinces, and by 
fetting the fum of the charges of merchandize, and other necefiary dilburfements 
againft the fum of the imports, it will clearly follow, that the whole amount of the 
trade of the provinces was a>jclear gain to them> by an exchange of their produce 
for bullion. 

How far the imports and expences ballance each other, you have ample means of 
-conviction in your own hands, by a companion of your export goods and bullion 
with your fadtory difburfements, and homeward inveftment, till the revolution in 
1757 ; and if they fliould prove fo in your extenfive commerce, the circumftance 
will hold much more ftrongly in the inland trade of the Mogul and Guzzerat mer- 
chants ; who had the duties of the government to pay, and whofe goods were tranf- 
]X>rted chiefly by expenftve land-carriage. If thefe fads are admitted, we can be no 
longer at a lofs for thefource of the prodigious ancient riches of Bengal, as there 
flowed in every year an increafe of fpecie equal to the export trade of the country ; 
and of the immenfity of this, we muft conceive the moft confequential idea, when 
we find from the Pachoutrah or cuftom-office books, at Murfhed-abad, that fo late 
as Alliverdy Cawn's time, and after fo many internal revolutions and foreign rava- 
ges, nearly the value of feventy * lacks of raw filk were entered there, exclufive of 
the European inveftrnents, which were not regiftered in them, as being either duty- 
free, or paying at Houghly. Here then we trace the grand and true fountain of the 
wealth of thefe Subahs, and the fplendour of their Nazims ; but, befides this, there 
were alfo feveral collateral ftreams which ferved, in their turn, to feed and fwell the 
principal one. The advantages accruing from fo beneficial a commerce, enabled, as 
wc have feen, the farmer and manufacturer to difcharge their ftipulated revenue %o 
their prince ; and thefe revenues again did not center, nor were funk in his coffers, 
but returned through various channels into the general circulation. Large Jagheers 
were granted to men of noble families, or particular favourites ; whole diftridts were 
allotted to the other branches of the reigning family, at a rate vaftly below their real 
value : large armies of horfe, &c. were maintained either ior fhow or fecurity, at 
an enormous expence ; and even the luxury and pomp, ever cuftomary among the 
potentates of the Eaft, contributed in fome degree, by encouraging a fpirit of ex- 
pence, and diflipating large fums among the people in general ; which, if they had 
remained fhut up in the treafury, would have been a lofs to the currency, and no 
prefent advantage to the proprietor. By thefe means, therefore, and the advantage 
of trade already mentioned, an extenfive and brifk circulation of fpecie was kept up 
every where ; the farmer was eafy, the artizan encouraged, the merchant enriched, 
and the prince fatisfied. 

• $75,000,4 
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It would not be eafy, neither is it of any importance in the prefent enquiry, to 
lafcertain the precife sera in which all thefe began to decline ; but fo far is certain, 
that the decline wa$ neither fenfibly felt by the country, nor perceptible to us, "till 
after the " * revolution in favour of Meer Jaffier. This threw fuch confiderable fums 
into the hands of the Company, as to render their importing bullion for their inveft- 
mftit unneceflary ; and the large fortunes obtained, in confequence, by individuals^, 
who were precluded the courfe of remittance through your cafti, filled the trea- 
fures of foreign nations, in exchange for bills on their refpe&ive Companies ; fo 
that, ever fince the country came into our poffeffion, they have been enabled to rival 
us in trade, in our own territories, with our own money. 

The former channels then of opulence to the country beginning to ftagnate, it was 
left to be maintained by the old itock of fpecie, which, for a feries of years paft,. 
had flowed into it ; and this, by a variety of unforefeen events, funk more rapidly 
than, in the ordinary courfe of things, it might otherwife have done. The eleva- 
tion of Meer Jaffier was attended with ruin to many <tf the principal families, de- 
pendent on the late reigning one ; and much confufion and interruption to the trade 
of the country merchant, by advancing our intereft therein, in preference to his. 
When a fecond f revolution took place in favour of CofEm Ally Cawn, he foon 
found the fatal tendency of this fuperior influence ; his endeavours to put the other 
merchants on fomething of an equal footing with us, produced continual difputes 
between his officers and our agents; and the precarioufnefe of his fituation, with an 
ambition of rendering himfeli Ipeedily independent, by a rapid encreafe of military 
ftrength and finances, made him facrifice the moll opulent inhabitants to his avarice, 
and drain the country by every feverity of exaction, to fecure a fund for his future 
defigns and exigencies. 

From the beft authorities I have been enabled to obtain here, and from the faireft 
calculations, it feems probable that Coffim Ally was the caufe of a lofs of near five £ 
crores of rupees in jewels and fpecie to the country, which he either expended in 
drawing Sujah al Dowlah to his affiftance, or carried off and fecreted for his future 
provifion. 

If we confider that the treafures of the Nizamut were fo low, on his acceflion, 
that Meer Jaffier had been neceffitated to cede large diftri&s to us, in lieu of fums 
due, whilft his own troops were almoft mutinous tor want of their pay and arrears ; 
and if, to this, we add that Coflirn remained in quiet pofleffion of his new dignity 
no longer than three years, we muft at once fee that this immenfe fum was levied 
immediately from the provinces in this fliort interval, over and above the heavy cur- 
rent expences, and be fenfible how large a proportion this vaft drawback muft have 
been to the country's capital of fpecie. The § reftoration of Meer Jaffier, and the 
grant of the || Dewanny to the Company by his majefty, rendered the frefh imports 
of bullion, either by us or foreign companies, lefs neceflary to the maintenance and 
profecution of trade, from the fame original caufe which had exifted in 1757; and 
the increafing reflriftions and difadvantages with which the free trade of the native,. 
Guzzerat, or Mogul, was daily fettered and loaded, fucceeding that confufion which 
frequent revolutions had occafioned, either produced certain bankruptcies, or deterred 
the more circumfpeft from embarking at all in commerce to a certain lofs. Here, 
then, the channel of trade, which had before poured the principal riches into Ben- 
gal, began to turn a drain upon it ; the whole centered in the Europeans, whofe 
commerce was, at all times, lead to the advantage of the country, becaufe their im- 

# In the year 1757, f In the year 1760. $ 6,250*000 /. § In the year 1765; 

H In the year 1765. 
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ports were largeft In proportion, and their duties lefs ; and who, now, added to thefe 
a new lofe, that of making larger exports than*ver, at the country's fole exjjence. Of 
the deftruftive extent of this lofs, the following rough comparison of the imports of 
bullion by the European nations, and their exports of commodities and bullion, for 
three years pall, will awaken the mod alarming idea* 



I M PORT S- 



Rupees* £. Sterling. 



Bullion imported by the Dutch at the higheft efti-i ^^^ ^„ m ^^ 

-. j • i_ 11 r 3,000,000 or 337,500 

mate during that term, at 10 lacks per annum 5 ° 9 J 00 no 

Ditto, by the French, — — 0,000,000 

Ditto, by the Engliih,. — — 0,000,000 

Ditto, by the Guzcratties, Moguls, &c. — 0,000,000 

Ditto, in gold from* Baflbra, Mocha, &c. on private ac- 1 fi ^^ ^^^ • 

*°^^i, r r 1, 000,000 or 202,500 

count, at 6 lacks per annum — — ■ J ' 9 '* w 

Ditto, by the Danifli Comp. at 2 i-half lacks per ann. 750,000 or 84,375 



* Rupees, 5,550,000 or 624,375 £ 
EXPORTS. 

* n &£r™ y ' '*- 66 ^ ,76 L atthC !OWeft } 10,700,000 or ,, 203 , 75 o 

Ditto, in 1768, — — 7,000,000 or 787,500 

Ditto private property, at the rate of 5000I. per fhip, 1 6qo Qr 6 

and 5 fhips per ann. for 3 years, at a medium, 3 ' />0 

Dutch Company, 1766 and 1767, 3 fhips public and 1 ^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^ mma ^ 

\ ' ^1 % ' a ' A- > 0,000,000 or 67/7,000 

private, amount at the lowed 10 per fhip, - J ' y /3> w « 

Ditto, 1768, 4 fhips, — » — 4,000,000 or 450,000 

French, 1766 and 1767, 5 fhips, at 10 lacks each, 5,000,000 or 562,500 

Ditto, 1 768, 4 fhips, ditto, — — 4,000,000 or 450,000 

Danes, 1766 and 1767, 1 fhip, at 8 lacks each year, j ,600,000 or 180,000 

Ditto, 1768, 2 fhips, at ditto, — - — 1,600,000 or 180,000 

+ Specie exported out of the provinces for payment of -\ 

the king's tribute and a brigade at Allah-abad, at 50 !* 15,000,000 or 1,687,500 

lacks per annum, for 3 years - — ■ — J 

Private exports to China, at 2 lacks per annum, 600,000 or 67,500 



56,100,000 or 6,311,250 

From which deduA the imported bullion, agreeable 1 m mm _ _ r 
tn ** oW. »*- m *r~ ^ _ _ t 5>55o,ooo or 624,375 



And there remains a ballance againft the country of 1 _ ^ __ ^ / 0/ . fl r 
rupees, — — — $ 50,5 5°>°°o or 5 ,6S6,S 75 £. 

I do not, here, include the export trade in general of the private European mer- 
chants, notwithftanding it is very confiderable, becaufe, though they bring in little 

• This ftatement is in Current rupees, which are eftimated at the exchange of two (hillings and three- 
pence each. 

f The brigade accounts for one year not having been completed when this ftatement of theif expence* 
was formed, this part of the annual drain of fpecic was thereby rather over-fated. 

bullion, 
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bullion, yet, as they import commodities equal to what they carry out, the country is 
neither much hurt nor much benefited by their , traffic, till the merchant comes to 
realize his -gains, in order for his return to his native country, and then die amount* of 
them becomes an -addition to the .ballance againft the country, by being . paid into 
fome European Company's cafh for bills ; and, by this means, rendering it unneceflary 
for them to import bullion at a rifque for the provifion of their inveftment. Neither 
do I include, in this account, the large funis *fent by us to China, Madrafs, or other 
prefidencies ; becaufe thefe reduced the Company's treafury rather than the country, 
ancj becaufe they were equally toft to the country if they remained in -the treafury, and 
did not enter into our difburfements or investment, as if they were exported. The 
King's tribute, on the contrary, and the. cxpence at Allah-abad, are really fo much 
lofs to the circulation, becaufe, as they form a large proportion of our neceffary dif- 
burfements, fo being now made out of the provinces, they muft be a fimilar lofs to the 
current .fpecie. It will hardly t>e aflerted, that any country, however opulent, could 
long maintain itfelf, mudi lefs .flourifh, when it .received no material fupplies, and 
when a ballance againft it, of above .one4third of its whole yearly value, was yearly 
incurred. -But befides this, there are other concomitant circumftances, which have 
contributed to diminifh the riches of the country, and muft, if not remedied, foon ex- 
hauftthem. I have obferved, that one great advantage the country formerly reaped 
was, the diffufionof its revenues by large grants to different families, and by the ex- 
penfive luxury of its governors. But now the whole amount of the lands is fwallowed 
up .in .one ,gulph — your treafuny,; not does any part of it return into the circulation,- 
except the fums iflued for our inveftment and neceffary expences ; fo that there enfues 
.an annual lofs to the currency, equai to the difference, between the aggregate of the 
inveftment and difburfements, and the total of the revenues. This, if continued, jnuft 
in time draw in all the fpecie ; and the only remedy for this evil is, either to encreafe 
your inveftment, until, with your difburfements, it equals yiQur revenues, or to import 
a quantity of fpecie equal to the difference. The firft of thefe, if practicable, would 
leave you without a fund for emergencies, by advancing the revenues to the Aurungs 
as faft as they were colleAed ; the fecond, I am afraid, is rather to be wilhed by us 
than to be attempted by you. 

I :have thus, gentlemen, attempted to lay open to you the true fources of the ancient 
opulence of Bengal, and its prefent <liftrefs. l^erhaps, you have never been led to 
confider them in this light ; but, I am perftjaded, an impartial examination will evince 
the juftiee :of -my arguments. Should they ftand the teft, they cannot fail of being 
particularly ufeful atthisjundtuFe; as they will enable you to apply a fuitable fupport 
where the weaknefs is pointed out, and toaafwer the objections and .clamour of your 
enemies. From -hence, alfo, you will fee how much the advantages of your late ac- 
quifitions have "been exaggerated beyond all bounds ; and how far from impoflible it 
was for the Honourable Eaft India Company to be diftreffed, though newly become 
mafters of the revenues of a coiuitry which flood rated at above three millions fterling 
per annum. A fuperficial,-or weak obferver, may eftimate a country like an eftate, 
from its rent-roll.; but the man of experience and reflection will eafily fee that its 
annual income muft depend on the proportion of its .produce, which can be realized 
in fpecie ; and that the intrinfic value of it muft fluctuate as the quantity of fpecie, 
which is the meafureof it, multiplies or decreafes in the kingdom where it is placed. 
In this point of view* and after what has been already faid, I need no arguments to 
demonftrate the reality of our prefent difficulties, and the certain profpeft of our future 
diftrefs. I have already hinted rtiy apprehenfions of your inability to increafe your 
inveftments of bullion, which are even now looked upon with a jealous eye by the 
nation ; but it is ftill in your .power ,tt> oblige others to import it, or leave you fole 

mafters 
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matters- of the Bengal trade* Large fums, belonging to your foniufr fervants', arc ftill 
lying unremitted ; and thefe mull yearly encreafe, by the fruits of the fuccefsful in- 
duftry of your prefent ones. If you open your caih upon equitable terms for re- 
mittances for all fums tendered, both national and private confiderations will draw all 
thefe into your channel, and cut off the grand, refource and advantage of foreign na- 
tions, the rivalling you in your trade with your own money, I fay equitable terms, 
becaufe it can never be expected that any one will remit the produce of many years- 
labour at fo great a difcount as one ninth part of his principal, below the par of ex- 
change, at two fhillings and three-pence per Current rupee ; and, on the contrary* 
had you even raifed the rate to two Shillings and four-pence the Current rupee, inftead 
of finking it to two fhillings, I dare aver, the Company, as well as the nation, would 
have been confiderable gainers by the advance. We fhould then have^been able to 
have fent you home, by the next fealbn, an inveftment far fupcridr to that of the pre- 
fent year ; whereas policy, or rather neceffity, muft now oblige us to curtail it to forty- 
five * lacks. I need draw no comparifon between the lofs of one ninth per Cent, on 
the remittance, and the gain to you of one hundred and feventy-five per cent, on fuch 
an increafe of import ; neither need I fuggeft the difference it occafions to the nation,, 
Company, "and country, to throw (o large a fum into the hands of their natural ene- 
mies, and lukewarm friends, by a miftaken and injudicious oeconomy. 

Do not, however, gentlemen, conceive that your fervants here are fo anxious for 
remittances through your cafh, from any private or interefted views. The remittances- 
of foreign nations muft always be more advantageous to them, becaufe they will al- 
ways keep their terms a little higher than yours as an inducement ; and this muft 
continue till yours are on fuch a footing, as to render a farther advance of their rate 
equal, or fuperior, to the in fur a nee andintereft on exports of bullion. Then we may 
hope for fome fupplies from them to this declining country ; and, till then, our ftraights. 
and poverty muft increafe. 

We have fent you an inveftment this year, the produce of which will, we hope,., 
anfwer every exigency ; but we propofe to lower the inveftment for the next feafon to* 
forty or forty-five lacks, including the feven lacks, and upwards, now in your ware- 
houfes ; and to appropriate the furplus for the eftablifhment of a fund for our own; 
exigencies, and thofe of the other prefidencies. The neceffity of this I need not 
enlarge upon ; the arguments in a letter to us from the gentlemen of Madrafs, dated 
March ift, 1769, and the fentiments of the Committee in the laft paragraph of their 
anfwer thereto, will, I apprehend, be fufficient. 

The fum ought to amount toaf crore of rupees for this prefidency,. and fifty £. 
tecks for the fupply of the treafury at Fort St. George * r and I would recommend, 
that, after the above fund is fecured, the furplus of the revenues, or a confiderable* 
part thereof, fhould be employed on private fecurky of the native in loans, for the- 
cultivatioa of the wafte lands 1 by which, in time, your whole pofleffions would be- 
come of real value to you, the country better populated, the trade increafed by an, 
additional quantity of manufactories, and the means of realizing your property more 
certain, and lefs detrimental either to the country, or the native trader. 

As a prefent relief to the neceffities of the fettlement, at their univerfal requeft,, 
and to fupply, as far as poffible, the deficiency of filver for the purpofes of trade 
and revenue ; we have found it expedient to re-eftablifh the gold currency upon a, 
new plan and ftandard, as the only remedy left us ; and, I doubt not, but when* 
you ferioufiy weigh the arguments fet forth in the refolutions x>f the board, you will* 
approve the meafure, and acquit us from all imputation of precipitancy or contra- 
diction in our councils. 



* Of current rupees, or- 506,250 /. t l>2SO,ooo /. £ 625,000 /. 
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I did intend to have entef e& t>n the flatse of your revenues, both a$ to the ino<Je, 
of colle&ion, and the improvements of which it is capable; but, as I am now pro*', 
ceeding towards the * city, and fhall have an opportunity of feeing every thing ad- : 
jufted for the Poonah, I have thought it better to defer it till the firft fhip of nexL 
feafon, when I hope to deliver it in perfon. 

Since I began this letter, I have received intelligence of the retreat of the Shaw, 
Abdalla. 

H. V. 

No. XXVIL 
To Joihn Car tier ', JB/y. and the Gentlemen of the Council of Fort William. 

Fort William, Dec. 16, 1769, 

Before I put an -f end to my long fervices, it is a duty I confider incumbent on me 
to contribute what I can to the future welfare .of this fettlement and country, our 
Company, and nation. The experience and obfervations of more than twenty years 
may poffibly claim fome attention from the Court of Directors. I fhall make no 
other apology for what I now lay before you, than the warmth of my zeal for a fer- 
vice, whofe intereft I fhall ever fupport with a grateful heart. 

The fubjeft is important, extenuve, and delicate ; but as fo many and various re- 
prefentations have been given of it, fome perverted by defign, others through ig- 
norance, it becomes more immediately the duty of the fervants of the Company, 
who have had experience, to communicate, and the part of the Court of Dire&ori 
to confide in them. 

I fhall begin with a fummary reference to the moft interefting degrees and varieties 
of fituation, through which we have paffed from the original conftitution of the 
Company, to its prefent flourifhing condition ; in the courfe of which many reflec- 
tions muft needs occur to warn us from errors, and to expofe imperfe&ions : nor is 
it furprifing that we fhoald difcover many, where fuch a multitude of changes, con? 
nedtions, engagements, and occupations has coincided with the fuddennefs of our 
elevation, in diverting our thoughts from a more fettled contemplation of ourfelvesj 
and of our own eftablifhment. 

The afcendency of the Englifh in Hindoftan, is in the number of thofe events 
which are diftinguifhed by a fcfies of fortunate and unforefeen occurrences ; not the 
refult of any fixed or connected plan of policy* A colony of merchants, governed 
by laws, and influenced by principles merely commercial, have acquired a political 
title and influence over a country, which for extent, populoufnefs, and annual re- 
venue, may be compared to many the moft confequential ftates of Europe ; that 
commerce which was once profecuted in fubjedtion to a tyrannical government, ever 
ready to take advantage of our weaknefs, and to conftrue the flighted omiilions into 
encroachments, is now but a fecondary confideration ; and the native authority being 
too weak to controul the power which o> r agents derive from our name, the rights of 
the natives have been generally fuperfeded. The fubflantial have declined rifking 
their property in trade under fuch difadvantages, and the poor and indultrious receive 
but a faint encouragement to their labours ; we fee, we feel, the increafing poverty of 
the country, from the diminution of fpecie, as well as the flownefs and partiality of 



• The city of Murfhed abad, the capital of Bengal. 

f Mr. Vcrclii reitgned the government of Bengal, December 241 1769, 
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its circulation; indeed, from the regulations we have made, example! we have order* 
^d, and the checks we have multiplied, I flatter myfelf that the equality of com- 
merce will finally be reftored, and the fpirit of monopoly be destroyed ; but the body 
t)f the people are in a manner formed to wear the yoke* They poffefs nothing of the 
inquifitivenefs of the European nations; and the moft (lender arts are fufficient to 
Obfcure their understandings, and fit them for implicit fubmiffion. Thofe among 
them, who attain to employments in our fervice, are generally men who have learnt 
fo much of our manners as to corrupt their own, and joining an acute and verfatile 
genius to abundance of low cunning, they fcarcely want the confequence of the Eng- 
lifh name to prompt them to every villainy. 

Whilft the native government retained its fuperiority, its tribunals were acceflible ; 
*nd though venality prefided at them, yet fome Shew of juftice was maintained, and, 
-at times, redrefs might be procured. The native government is now fallen in the 
«yes of the inhabitants, yet fuch reftri&ions have hitherto cramped our proceedings, 
as to prevent us from taking that intimate part which our prefent character and dignity 
require. The dependents of this nominal government have been the only instrument* 
which we could employ, either to reprefs the enormities of our own agents, or to 
obtain the good opinion of the country people. Thar authority is, in general, over- 
awed ; their principles too bad to anfwer the former purpofe ; and their establishment 
«nd conduct too temporary and too weak for the latter ; fo that the English name 
'has been only all-powerful to do mifchief ; and a mortifying fpedtacle of fraud and 
oppreffion on the one hand, and imbecility on the other, has been exhibited to us, 
without the power of interpofing. 

The confideration of thefe circumstances muft appear to the Court of Dire&ors, a 
principal objedt of their attention* A prudent decifion thereon moft nearly concerns 
the fafety and profperity of thefe important pofleflions. I hope, therefore, that my 
opinion in this place, will not be deemed unneceffary or ill-timed ; there can be no 
-doubt but the caufe, which has thus fruftrated the beft inclinations, is interwoven 
with our original constitution, which muft be enlarged in proportion as our fphere of 
Bdion is extended, and our duty encreafed ; otherwife we can never hope to direct 
the application of our own power, and remove it from the necks of the poor and ufe* 
ful to the chaftiSement of the tyrannical and rapacious. 

In the infancy of our fettlement, with all our care and prudence, we could ill de- 
fend ourfelves from the forged accusations or open attacks of the government ; we 
looked no farther than the provifion of the Company's investment ; we fought ad- 
vantages to our trade with the ingenuity, I may add, felfiShnefs of merchants. All 
jour laws were local and municipal, reaching no farther than our own exigencies 
and conveniencies ; all our fervants and dependents were trained and educated in 
the fame notions ; the credit of a good bargain was the utmoft fcope of their am- 
bition. 

No fooner did we begin to feel our own ftrength, than our fuccefles followed one 
another with fuch rapidity, as to advance us from a ftate of obfeurity or mediocrity, 
to power, affluence, and national reputation. At length we faw ourfelves, though 
yet under the name of merchants, matters and admimftrators of a legislative autho- 
rity : we began to plan, dired, and infpirit every meafure of government, whether 
with regard to foreign treaties or domeftic regulations. Wealth flowed in upon us 
from every fide. Our inveftment was extended : we fupported the whole trade of 
India ; and, from our refources, gave fecurity to it in every quarter. But this was 
rather a temporary than a folid Situation ; and we foon difcovered, that though our 
acquisitions had been made in fo fhort a fpace as fcarcely to be paralleled, confider* 
ing their immenfity, yet a well digefted fyftem was neceffary to introduce permanency 
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in our eftabliihmetft. The defefts and imperfections of which were too apparent ( to 
efcape our obfervation. Our dependents, accuftomed to apply their talents to pre* 
fent gain, and to extraCt advantages from the fmalleft opening, aflumed an import, 
tance proportionable to our fuccefles, grew immoderate, and disclaimed their depei> 
dency on the native government. 

In this fituation we could not retraCt without expofing ourfelves to a fccond ftagc* 
of obfcurity, perhaps lower than the firft. Our circumftances impelled us forward, 
and tht grant of the Dewanny became as much an objeCt of neceffity as it was of 
advantage. Thus we infenfibly broke down the barrier betwixt us and government, 
and the native grew uncertain where his obedience was due. Such a divided and 
complicated authority gave rife to oppreffions and intrigues unknown at any other 
period ; the officers of government caught the infection, and being removed from any 
immediate controul, proceeded with ftill greater audacity. 

In the mean time we were repeatedly and peremptorily forbid to avow any pub*- 
lie authority over the officers of government in our own names, and enjoined to re*- 
tain our primitive characters of merchants with the moft fcrupulous delicacy. 

The confequences are but too evidently exemplified in the decline of commerce and 
cultivation, the diminution of fpecie, and the general diftrefies of the poor ; a traim 
of evils which could only have fprung from the above caufes, fince every advantage 
of a long and uninterrupted tranquility has been on our fide. Experience muft con* 
vince the moft prejudiced, that to hold vafl pofleflions, and yet to aCt on the kvel 
of mere merchants, making immediate gain our firft principle ; to receive an immenfe 
revenue, without pofleffin^ an adequate protective power over the people who pay it£ 
to be really interefted in the grand and generous object, the good of the whole, and 
yet to purfue a narrow and partial end ; are paradoxes not to be reconciled, • highly 
injurious to our national character, dangerous to the beft defended eftablifhment, and 
absolutely bordering on inhumanity. 

The people give us the labour of their hands, and in return we owe them our pro* 
teCtion ; common prudence, as well as the laws of fociety, require that thofe obliga- 
tions fhould be reciprocal, or the tie muft foon be diftblved ; for the firmeft fecurity 
of every government is the affections of the people ; and for obtaining them, th?re 
never, perhaps, prefentpd a more favourable opportunity, or more noble field, than 
what the Engliih poffefs in Bengal. The mildnefs of our government, properly dif- 
fufed over thefe provinces, will form fo confpicuous a contraft to Mahomedan def- 
potifm, that it muft bind them to us and our caufe for ever. 

I have hitherto confidered our intereft in this country as built on a precarious 
foundation, becaufe this cement was wanting to bind it ; and, in this point of view, 
I am particularly happy on the late refolutions which have been taken, to appoint 
Englifh Supra-vifors, as an introduction to fo defirable an event. I could h^ve with-, 
ed to have feen the execution of* the plan during my continuance in the government p 
but permiffion was denied to me before, and a neceflary regard to my health makes 
it impoffible now ; however, I have this fatisfaCtion left, that if I may judge from 
the unanimity with which you, gentlemen, have embraced the plan, neither pene- 
tration to difcern, nor fortitude to overcome, every difficulty will be wanting j on 
the contrary, I flatter myfelf that, by a juft difpenfation of rewards to thole wl*o 
merit them, and timely checks on thofe who require them, you will bring fo great 
and good a work to its full maturity and perfection ; a circumftance which will re- 
fl^ Ct the higheft honour on every individual, who has either the direction or execu- 
tion of it. At the fame time, I have the pleafure to refleCt, that every ftep you take 

' * Sec this plan, a fobfeqaenl article in the Appendix. 

in 



A P P E N D I X. - 123 

HWirtff bring 'fo&To' much nearer to the great end of fecurity. For whilft the army 
iTfriairitaihed onits prefent formidable footing, whilft you continue your attention to 
the defence of the place, and the minds of the people grow more and more conciliated 
and attached, you can have nothing to fear. 

But there is a rock, and a dangerous one, which requires the greateft circumfpe&ion 
to avoid. We have ftepped forth beyond all former precedent or example. We 
have the bed and moft laudable of all arguments to juftify our conduct. But it 
Ihould be remembered, that we have reached that fupreme line, which, to pafs, 
would be an open avowal of fovereignty. It Ihould be remembered, that we cannot 
be moire, without being greater than found policy allows ; the interefts of our em- 
ployers at home, no left than our national connexions abroad, forbid it. If we were, 
before the change, cautious of interfering with the native government, and of awak- 
ening the jealoufy of foreign nations, we ought now to redouble our prudence. The 
change itfelf, fuppofirig the greateft forbearance on our parts, has an unavoidable 
tendency to deftroy the name of the Nizamut ; by which means, what might have 
been the happieft event for the Company and nation, may become the fource of 
perplexities and jealoufies, if not the deprivation of the Company's privileges. There 
Is, however, a middle way, where moderation muft guide and continue us ; where 
we may walk with fafety, advantage, and confiftence, without danger of too much 
cohftnement, or too much liberty. Exteriors Ihould be regarded as effentials. Every 
Arder Ihould fcrupuloufly wear the fandion of the native government. Our depen- 
dence on its indigencies, our obedience to his commands, our delicacy to its mi- 
nifters, fliotild appear moft confpicuous in all tranfadtions, either of bufiriefs or 
Ceremony. I am not ignorant how difficult it is always to preferve and affedfc that 
temperate rule of conduct which I mention, when the power and dire&ion of all de- 
jwutments (o entirely concentre in your board ; and may be ftill more difficult to 
produce a proper conformity in the Supra-vifors : for thefe reafons I am thus earned 
in my reprefentations, and am of opinion, that the whole weight and vigilance of this 
board ihould be exerted to check the moft trifling variation from the line, and to preferve 
the idea of the native government, its dignity and fuperiority over all, as entire and 
unimpaired as poffible. 

'Without departing from thefe maxims, we ihall have fufficient opportunities to an- 
ifwer all our views ; our power will not be lefs efficacious, in being exercifed with 
prudence. The Supra-vivorfhips will afford you a fet of fervants capable of t fucc^ed? 
ing, in their turn, to the firft offices ; that ftation.will introduce them to a perfect 
knowledge of the laws and cuftoms of the country ; they will form a judgment upon 
the fpotof the difpofitions of the people; they will fee with their own eyes the .pre-, 
ydletit abufes of office, the villainy of agents, and, in fhort,. the true fpring of. the 
mlfcry or happinefs of the country. Thus much may be advanced with confidence* 
that if this meafure meets with the neceflary fupport and encouragement, there can- 
not fail being a regular fucceffion of able and vigorous adminiftrators. The fcrvice„ 
at prefent, affords many young men of promifing parts and abilities. As the Supra-, 
viforfhips may be called a nurfery for them, in refped: to the government of the 
country, fo in like manner their experience in commercial matters, before they reach 
Council, muft bring them acquainted with our commercial intereft ; and as thefe arc 
rlie grand foundation and fupport of our profperity, they muft be deemed the effen- 
tial part of their education. 

But from what has been faid of the characters of the people who are employed 
dife&ty by us, or intermediately for us, every thinking perfon muft be fenfible.of 
one capital defedt in our government : that the members of it derive their (ble ad- 
vantages from commerce, carried on through- black agents, who again employ a nu- 
J| # Q^2 mcrous 
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snerous band of retainers ; it is notorious that, at times, the agents of the loweft fer- 
vants have domineered over the Ryot, and kept the officers of government in a 
tf ate of awe or fubjedtion ; and it cannot be fuppofed that more rcfpedable names 
are not equally misapplied. It would be as eafy to change the genius and manners 
of the people, as to prevent the Banians, and followers of men in ftatkm, from abuf- 
ing their matters' name. Chaftifement may deter the oppreffor for a moment ; but* 
in fuch cafes, the fervility of the people muft be removed, before oppreflSon can be 
eradicated. Perwannahs have been recalled and fuppreffed ; excellent effects will 
doubtlefs flow from it, but the idea of name and authority will dill be held up by 
rapaciotis agents for their own ends. The conclufion I draw from it is this, thae 
was it poffible to form an adminiftration totally free from commercial views and 
connections, reftridfcive laws would and muft then have their courfe ; whereas Banians 
tad agents, by the fpirit with which they a&, and the- force of their example, will 
always obftrudfc their good effe&s, and propagate a difrefpeft and delufion of then* 
in others. 

To form fuch an adminiftration, I not only think poffible but eafy. I would pro- 
pofe that, from the admiffion of a member into Council, he put an entire conclu- 
sion to his trade; and, in lieu of ,it, that he receive a certain allowance, chargeable 
upon the country; which allowance ihould be augmented in proportion to the im- 
provements made, and its internal profperity : a method of reward the moll honour- 
able that can be devifed for thofe that are to receive it, and the moft beneficial ta 
the community, being unincumbered with the conferences, anxieties, and relations 
of private affairs. The members of adminiftration will have a more undivided at- 
tention to the public, and their orders be more thoroughly refpeded, and more vi<* 
goroufly obeyed. 

' I am come to an obfervation which feems to merit your particular attention. Yo\t 
are no ((rangers to a want of method which reigns in the affairs of this government* 
The whole weight of bufinefs is confined to two departments ; the Committee and 
Council : our time is confequently taken up with debating, preparing, and dictating 
on the fubjefts which come before us. Our decisions are retarded, and the fpringa 
of government relaxed. The attention and memory are unnecefiarily burdened s 
neither are thefe departments thoroughly defined or undqrftood, if we judge from 
comparing different orders and paragraphs of their general letters. The Court of 
Directors themfelves are at a lofs where the prccife line of each is drawn ; fometimes. 
attributing to the Council what belongs to the Committee, and again transferring 
from one to the other, without rule or diftinftion. It is well worth your confidera- 
tion, gentlemen, to adopt fome better plan for the eafe of adminiftration, and fo* 
the diipatch of bufinefs. This can only be done by dividing the burden* which now 
rfefts upon a (ingle body, amongft fcparate departments, and bringing each object of 
deliberation into a compact compafs. Was the number of the board encreafed m 
fixteen, the bufinefs distributed to diftinft Committees, and whatever is prepared in 
thefe inferior departments, finally referred to the Prefident and Council, it is ob- 
vious how much utility and convenience would refult from it. The Governor, who 
is the head of all departments, and ought to fuperintend the whole, would be much 
yelieved from that intricate diverfity of objetts, which, as things are at prefent con- 
ducted, he is obliged to comprehend at one view, and that generally at a time when 
his conftitution has been previoufly impaired by long refidence in the climate. You* 

gentlemen, would meet, not to debate or to fettle important forms, but at once to 
ecide. Every member of adminiftration would have equal and conftant opportu- 
nities of feeing the whole pro^refs of public affairs, and would acquire a general 
knowledge, which would qualify him imlifcriminately for any fiction. 
J m H.V. 
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No. XXVIII. 
To John Car tier, E/j. &c. Members of tlie Sefe& Committt*. 

December x6, \%i& 

I have fb much enlarged on the internal ftate of thefe provinces, in my letter to 
Ac Council, that little remains tor me to communicate in this addrefs. 

Our political fecurity has been acquiring frefh ftrength from every event which has. 
happened around: us, nor do I fee any probability of its being fhaken, whilft we 
continue to join moderation to power. There is not a potentate in the empire but 
has either courted our alliance or embraced our meafures, and, this, without un- 
iheathjng our fworcL 

• The King has lately affedted great earneftnefs to undertake his favourite expedi- 
tion to Dehly. But the lowneis of his finances threaten his project with a very fud- 
den abortion. The weaknefs of his difpofition is no lefs evident in the adminiflra- 
tion of his domeftic affairs, than in the formation of his political fchemes. Perpe* 
tual changes of his minifters and confidants have bred an uncertainty and diftruff in 
the minds of all his adherents, which has checked public fpirit, and produced a ge- 
neral turn to fclfifh purfuits. With a treafury fo ill fupplied, and a court fo ill af- 
fected, it is more than probable, if he fhould advance, that he will be preyed on by 
his own fervants ; and, being awakened from his delufion by a fcene of beggary and 
contempt, will ultimately take protection in our provinces. 

From thefe conclufions it was, I formed my opinion fome months ago, when I 
acquielced in his majefty's requifition of two battalions ; and all circumuances fince 
have ferved to corroborate that opinion. An occafion of demonflrating the fincerity 
of our profeffions, without fubjefting us to any apparent inconvenience, were too in- 
viting advantages to be neglected, and may be derived from our connections with his 
majefty* ' • 

As the neceffity of retaining his majefty under our influence, or feparating ourr 
fclvcs entirely from him, is a maxim in our iyftem ; and as the former feems.moft 
probable, we fhould be careful how we allow Grangers to afliime the management of 
his councils. Our conduit towards him is plain. We mult either contrive to guide 
him at a diitance, or fo to palliate, that, if unfuccefsful, he may confider us as his 
proteftors, our provinces as the place, of his refuge. 

All things, at prefent, feem tending to the latter, and it is an event rnoft to be 
wifhed ; but I had rather his majefty fhould make the propofition, than that we 
fhould give the invitation. Difappointment may correct his impatience, and difficul- 
ties may teach him prudence. The treachery of Hindoflan profeffions will prepare 
him better for the frank, plain declarations of his Englifh allies ; and there is the 
greateft reafon to believe he will return to us with repentance. 

The character of the * Nabob- Vizier was never thoroughly known till his con- 
nexions with us. His enterprifing genius, his high fpirit, his plaufible policy, are 
all fullied, if not entirely obfeured, by oppofite blemifhes ; for, with thefe, he is in- 
conftant, oftenratious, and impetuous. His military fpirit has received a fevere mor- 
tification in the late defection of his beft battalions : no doubt, it has abated the ar- 
dour of his expectations, and given birth to other ideas than thofe of foreign ageran* 
difement and conqueft. Experience has fhewn us, that this prince poflefles nofirm- 
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nefi nor folicfity. However high his" demands-, trifling toncelfiom, provided tliey 
fpeak to" his paffions, Will mollify him. His espreffions may be boafting, but thejr: 
do not lead to adtiori. If, therefore, wc footh his vanity, and manage £19 foibles ur 
trifles,, we. may lead,^ or fcveh\di£tate, in efientials. 

There is fomething in the conftitution of the Rohillas which mud ever make them 
weak and inconfidcrable as aggreffors. Their goyernment is divided into chiefftiips;; 
but no one chief has, fingly, troops or refources to enterprize a foreign war* Hanez 
Rahmet is too parfimonious. Achmed Cawn is too wife to quarrel, where the ad- 
vantage is not clearly on their fide ; but, when attacked, their national affedian will 
unite ; the common caufe will animate. A private conteft will not roufe them, nor 
is it pra&icable to engage their voice on any other motive than the general fafety. 

Domeftic disputes have given full employment to the Jauts, and afforded them little 
leifure to look abroad. They are divided into two parties ; the one headed by the. 
widow of Surage Mull, in favour of Rutten Sing's brother ; the other, headed bjr: 
fome principal' chiefs, in favour of Surage Mull's grandfon. As the parties have,, in 
a manner, divided the flxength of the country between them, hoftilities are yet fiifV. 
pended, in order, it is imagined, to gain time for folkiting and aflembling their rc- 
fpe&ive auxiliaries. In the mean time, diftradion and diforder reign amongft them, 
with all the unhappy cohfequences of a rival fucceffion. 

The Nabob Nijib al Dowlah, is enjoying the fruits of his wife and provident mea.-y 
fures, attending to the cultivation of his country, and fecuring the happinefs of his 
people. According to prefent appearances, he has no defigns of interrupting the 
public tranquility himfelr, or of encouraging others. A fuppofition, which I think- 
much favoured by the perfect neutrality obferved by him in the affair of the Jauts. 

The Seiks are the Maharattas of the North. Like them, their fole profeflion is 
arms ; their fole purfuit is plunder : but, their conquefts having been rapidly made 
and extensively pufhed, they are generally employed in quelling fudden infurredtions 
of the conquered, regulating what they have got, and therefore incapable of concerted 
expeditions. That vaft traft between Sirhind and Lahore, which they have over-run, 
ieems yet a wide field for them to ranger, and they will never venture beyond the limits 
of it, at leaft on this fide, whilft Abdalla is conflantly impending over them on the 
other. The well difciplined and veteran army of Nijib al Dowlah has hitherto been 
a fufficient barrier againft them, in the fame manner as they have proved an infuf- 
mountable obftacle to Abdalla. * 

That prince has more to fear from his neighbour and coward enemy, KerimCawn, 
than Hindoftan from him. His large dominions, his celebrated name, can avail him 
Tittle without money in his treafury. The figure he made in his late expedition was 
fp difgraceful, and the dangers he encountered fo difpiriting, that it has moft likely 
checked his fanguine views ; and, befides his poverty, he has jealoufy and faction' 
amongft his own fen-ants to difturb his mind, and confine him to his Own dominions. •" 

The Maharattas have been long embroiled at home ; and though peace has been 
concluded between Janoogee and Madhu-Row, there dill lurks a fufpicion which will ' 
chiefly direct their attention to the manoeuvres of each other. I once flattered my- ; 
felf, that the former would lave acceded to a treaty for the ceffion of Orifla, but his 
evafivc and artful behaviour has convinced me that the Maharattas will never defeft ■ 
their old and charadteriftic manners. After three years negociation, much trouble, v 
and fome expence, no progrefs has been made towards a conclufion ; on the contrary, 
he has ftudioufly avoided any declaration of his fentiments. I would, therefore, re* 
commend, that his Vackeel, who is now in Calcutta, may be immediately difpatched 
10 him, to demand a categorical anfwer; to which purport, I have prepared and now 
lav before vou a letter to Janoogee. 

Thus, 
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jpThus, gentlemen*! have defcribed the fituation of thofe, powers by which the ge- 
neral tranquility can any way be endangered ; and you will fee, that perfonal wcak- 
nefs, civil diffenfions, and political precaution, all confpire to eftablifh our fecurity on 
a broad and moft durable bafis. Leaving us, therefore,, nothing to fear from.rBn- 
doftan powers, there cannot be a more fortunate conjuncture for the, execution of our 
plan, to make us profperous and fiouriftiing within ourfclvQs. 

On this head, I have delivered my fentimcnts with (uificierit explicitnefs to the 
Council, but I muft here add a few words to you particularly* 

You are fenfible that our name and authority are carried to the utmoft line, unlefs 
we openly take the reins of the country government into our own hands. You are 
equally fenfible, that to go beyond it will be to exceed the bounds of good policv, tf 
not afted the very privileges of the Company- This Committee holds an immediate 
mtercourfe with the country government, and is indeed the channel of all tranfadiohs 
between it and our adminiftration. To you, gentlemen, it confequently belongs to 
inculcate the principles of a delicate eondu&, to uphold a moft fcrupulous obfervahce 
of every form, and to indicate apparent dependence on. all occafions. 

I now take my leave of you, earneftly praying that all your councils may be united, 
your meaiures fucce&ful,. and fincerely thanking you for the affiftance and fupport 
which I have received from you in. the management of this great and laborious go- 
vernment*. 

H. V. 
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ExtraSl of a Letter from the Court of Dire&ors to the Pref dent and Council 

at Fort WiUiam in. Bengal, dated June if, 1764- 

Paragraph 54. For the reafbns given in our letter of the 8th of February laft, 
we were then induced to fend pofitive orders to put a final and effe&ual end to the 
inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and all other articles whatfoever, produced 
and confumed in the country. To the remarks we made in that letter, we muft add 
one obfervation, which is, it appears very extraordinary that in a trade fo extremely 
lucrative- to individuals, the intereft of the Company fliould not at all have been at- 
tended to or confidered. 

55. Thofe orders were fent, it is- true, before we received the new * treaty you en- 
tered into with Jaffier Ally Cawn, upon his re-eftablifhment in the Subahfliip, in 
which it is agreed, that the Englifli fliall carry on their trade, by means of their own- 
Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, and impositions, in all parts of the country, ex-r 
cepting the article of fait, on- which a duty of two and a half per Cent,, is to be levied 
on the Rowana or Houghly market-price ; wherein, it is further, agreed, that the late 
Perwannahs, ifiued by Coffim Ally Cawn, granting to all merchants the exemption of 
all duties for the fpace of two years, fliall be reverfed and called in, and the duties 
collected as before. 

56. Thefe are terms which appear to be fo very injurious to the Nabob and to the- 
natives, that they cannot, in the very nature of them, tend to any thing.but the pro- 
ducing general heart-burnings and diflatisfaftions, and confequently there can be 

* This treaty, dated in July 1 J63, h a fabfequent artiele in this Appendix* 

little 
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little reafon to eipefifc the trsflttprflity of itoe country can be permanent; the onfcwy »' " 
therefore, in our faid letter of the 8th of February, arp to remain in ibrcc trotil * 
more equitable and farisfo&ory plan can be formed and adopted, which, • it is ins- 
poffible for us to frame here, defttaite as we Ave of the informations and lights ne* 
ceflary to guide us, in fettling fuch an important affair. 

57. You are therefore hereby ordered arid directed, as foon after the receipt of 
this as may be convenient, to corrfult the Nabob as to the manner of carrying on the 
inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and the other articles, produced and con- 
fumed in the country, which may be moft to his fatisfadion and advantage, the 
Intereftof the Company, andlikewiTc the Company's fervants. 
'58. You are therefore to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying on the fatd 
trade, and tranfinit the fame to us, accompanied with fuch explanations, obfervattons 
and remarks, as may' enable us to give our fentiments and directions thereupon, in a 
full and explicit manner. 

59. In doing this, as before obferved, you are to have a particular regard to the 
intereft and entire fatisfiadion of the Nabob, both with refped: to his revenues, and 

'the proper fupport of ills government ; in Ihort, this plan mud be fettled with his 
free will and content, and in fuch a manner as not to afford any juft grounds for 
-complaint. 

60. In the next place, the utmoft care and attention mull be beftowed in forming 
the faid plan, that in fome proper mode or lhape, a juft and equitable consideration 
be fecured for the Company* 

61. If any inconvemencies be apprehended TO arife to the Company's inveftment^ 
upon carrying on fuch an inland trade, you are to give us your full thoughts there* 
upon, and in what manner they may be obviated.' 

62. You are to give us your impartial and unbiafled thoughts alfo, whether the 
carrying on this inland trade may affefit the juft rights and privileges of the French, 
Dutch, or any ot;her Europeans, and tend thereby to draw on any national altercations 
and embroils, which ate by all means to be avoided. In forming the faid plan, there- 
fore, you are to be particularly careful to prevent thefe or any other evils of the like 
kind. 

No. XXX. 



Extras of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Trejident and Council 

at Fort William in Bengal, dated April 26 9 1765. 

"20. We are extremely anxious for the arrival of Lord Cfive, and the gentlemen 
who accompanied * him : as they have been fo lately in England, they are the beft 
judges of the opinion the Company and the nation entertain of the conduit of the 
Engliih in Bengal, for thefe laft four years ; which, we are forry to fay, is in general, 
that they have been guilty of violating treaties, of great opprelfion, and a combina- 
tion to enrich themfelvcs. 

21. We do not here mean to enter into a difcuffion, refpe&ing the political conduit 
of our late Governor f and Council ; but muft fay, that an unbounded thirft after 
jiches fecms to have poffefled the whole body of our fervants to that degree, that 

• Lord Clive, with Meflrs. Sumner, Sykes, and Colonel Smith, failed from England in June 2764* 
and did not arrive at Fort William in Bengal, tiU May 3d, 176$* 
f Governor Vanfiturt and his Council. 

*hey 
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Thpjrliaire4<Jft all fight trfjjuft ice to the cauhtry. government and of tb&Ir-duty no -« 

the Company.* .- >' : ,. « ; . 

2*.. In reading the opinion* of the feveral members of the late Council rcfpe&ing ... 
illegal, trade, by which they mean the articles of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, we are. 
aftonifhed to iind thofe among them who pretend to found their rights on the Fir«* 
mauns., .•-:■'-■■ 

•23. Tceatiea of commerce are understood to be for the mutual benefit of the con— ; - 
trailing parties. " Is it then poffible to fuppofe that the court of Dehly, by conferring 
the privilege of trading free of cuftoms, could mean an inland trade in the commo- 
dities of their own country, at that period unpra&ifed and unthought of by the En- 
gHfh, to the detriment of their revenues, and the ruin of their own merchants ? We 
do not find fuch a conftru&ion ever was heard of until our own fervants firft invented . 
it* f and afterwards fupported it by violence ; neither could it be claimed by .the fubfe*- 
quent treaties with f Mcer Jaffier, or J Coffim Ally, which were never understood to give 
one additional privilege of trade beyond what the Firmauns exprefled. In fhort, the 
fpeciousr arguments ufed by thofe who pretended to fet up a right to it, convince us 
that they did not want judgment but virtue, to withitand the temptation of fuddenly:> 
amaffing a great fortune, although acquired by means incompatible with the peace of. 
the country, and their duty to the Company. 

:.24» Equally blameable were they who, acknowledging they had no * right to it* 
and fenfible of the iil confequences refulting from afluming it, have neverthelefs car- 
ried on this trade, and ufed the authority of the Company to obtain, by a || treaty ex-. 
a£ted by violence, a fanction for a trade to enrich themfelves, without the leaft re- 
gard or advantage to the Company, whofe forces thej*t mployed to protect them in. it. 

2 5. Had this fhort queftion been put, which their duty ought firft to have fuggefted* 
Is it for the intereft of our employers ? they would not have hefitated one moment 
about it ; but this criterion feems never qnce to have occurred* 

26. All • barriers being thus broken down between the Englifli and the. country 
government, and every thing out of its proper channel, we are at a lofs how to pre? 
fcribe means to reftore order from wnfufion ; and being deprived of that confidence 
which we hoped we might have placed in thofe fervants who appear to have been,. 
the adtors in thefe ftrange fcenes, we can only fay, that we rely on the zeal and abilities 
of Lord Clive, and the gentlemen of the Select Committee, to remedy thefe evils : 
we hope they will reftore our reputation among the country powers, and convince 
them of our abhorrence of oppreffion and rapacioufnefs. 

30. We have heard of fuch inftanccs of the want of fubordination among our fcN 
vants, that we fhall never think you are fcrioufly inclined to introduce good order' 
amongft them, until you have made fome examples of the moft violent and refractory 
amongit them, by difmifEng them our fervice upon juft complaints, and fending them 
to Europe. 

No. XXXL 

Ext raff of a Letter from the Court of DireStors to Lord C/ive, dated April 

26, 1*765. 

\Vc hope the expectation of your Lordlhip's arrival will have had a happy influence 
oh bur affairs, by haftening the conclufion of that expenfive war, and leaving you at 

. • Vanfittart's Narrative, paffim, 

t The two treaties between the Nabob Mcer Jaffier and the Company, the fir ft dated in June 1757* 
stod the fecond in July 1763, ace fabfequerrt articles in this Appendix. 

X The treaty between the Nabob Meer Coffim Ally Cawn and the Company, dated in September 
1760, is a fubfequent article in this Appendix. .... . . 

^■Jk-Aliottug to the fecond treaty between Mcer Jaffier and the Company. 
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fi^A l^Avre^ feo «tten^ «» t^M^^ftaladlAtfnetii! «f . a firm mncjb Iftftiag; peaee^ tack tbe toeg^^^^i 11 ^ 

of the trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and other articles ; that it may bead- 
jilted on fuch a plan to the farisfa&km, and with the concurrence of the Nabobs as 
may redound to the honour of the Company, and effeSually prevent the confufioa 
and oppreffion that have fprunj* from the abides pra&Ued in it of late years, to the 
{edu&ion of our enormous military expences, to the eftabliihment of good onkr 
among our civil fervants, difcipline in our army* and harmony in the fettkmentt. 

* ■ . ' * 

No. XXXII. 



ExtraS of a Letter from the Court ofDireBors to the Prejutent and Council at 

Fort William in Bengal, dated December 24, 1765. 

1 10. Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid open to us a fcene of the moft 
cruel oppreffion, which is indeed exhibited at one view of the 13 th article of the 
Nabob * complaint, mentioned thus in your Confutation of the 1 7th of * O&ober, 
1764. " The poor of this country, who ufed always to deal in fait, beetle^nut, and 
f* tobacco, are now deprived of their daily bread, by the trade of the Europeans^ 
<* whereby no kind of advantage accrues to the Company, and the government's 
** . revenues are- greatly injured? We fliall, for the prefent, obfcrve to you, thar 
every one of our fervants concerned in this trade, has been guilty of a breach of Ms 
covenants, and a difobedience ttNtor orders. In your Confutation of the jd of * May*. 
We find, among the various extortionate practices, that moft extraordinary one of 
Barjaut,or forcing the natives to buy goods beyond the market-price, which you there- 
acknowledge to have been frequently praAifed* 

11.. In your refolution to prevent this practice, you determine to forbid it, but 
with fuch care and difcretion, as not to affcd: the Company's inveftment, as you do- 
not mean to invalidate the right derived to the Company from the Firmaun, whicfc 
they have always held over their weavers. As the Company are known to purchafe 
their inveftment by ready money only, we require a. full explanation how this can 
afieft them, or how it could ever have been pradJfed in the purchafe of their in- 
•fleftment, which the latter part of Mr. Johnftone's minute, entered on Confutation the 
2 1 ft of July 1 764, infinuates ; fork would almoft juftify a fufpicion, that the goods* 
<tf our fervants have been put off to the weavers, in part payment of the Company's 
inveftment 1 therefore, we dired you to make a rigid fcrutiny into this affair, that we 
may know if any of our fervants, or thofe employed under them, have been guilty of 
fuch a breach of truft, that their names and all the cirewpftances: itoay be known* 
to us. ■ , 

12. We affo order you to give us the particular inftances which have confirmed 
you in your opinion, that the Barjaut has been pra&ifed, that we may know whofe 
ageats they were, and whether the agents who praftifed it were countenanced and pro^ 
tcded in it by their inafters* 

13. Mr. Johnftone's minute, in Confutation the 21ft of July 1764, cannot eicape 
eur notice, wherein he fays, "The fupport of thefe and out other privileges in theS 
M full extent, againft the usurpations of the late Nabob,, engaged us in this unhappy 
* war ; and after fo many valuable lives loft in the defence of them, I (half ever be 
** againft parting with them, or hazarding the lofi of thero,.without greater op freftc* 



* ..' 



During Mr, Yanfittait's gomnmeafc 
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d5f) t*tofc;thaa has "yet ajMwred, and ^^tHl aAttr i w hav^ found by ' «rpaSfertec" tfc*t btlt^ 

•? /remedies are in vain. ' f j 

;,■ i4» As' the privileges here meant principally relate to the unwarranted inland trasck^ 
in which our own fervants have been fo generally concerned, greatly to the prejudkfe 
of the Company, by involving their affairs in diftrefs and difficulties, and matiifefHy 
injurious to the country government, to which every one of you cannot but be fully 
fetifible,jwe fay Ave cannot avoid taking notice of the faid opinion, as by it Aft* 
Johnftone feems to perfevere, at all events, to prefer the private mtereft of individuals 
to the general good, fo far as refpe&s the faid inland trade* If Mr. Johnftone continues 
in thefe fentiments, as from the general tenor of his condudt we have too much reafon 
to apprehend, he cannot but be looked upon as a dangerous fervant ; therefore, if he, 
or any other fervant, fhall perfift in carrying on a trade, which, as before obferved, has 
been attended with fo mauy bad coofequences, we would have him or them difffliffetf 
the Company's fervice. 

15. We fhall fay nothing further at prefent on the inland trade, till that important 
fubjedt fhall have been taken up by Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the Seie£t Com- 
mittee ; only to obferve, that die regulation propofed in Consultation 1 7th Q&obcr, 
1764, of confining the trade of our fervants in the article of fait to the capital cities 
of Patna, Dacca, and Murfhed-abad, on paying the Nabob two and a half per cent* 
is a xnanifeft difobedience of our orders of the 8th February, then under deliberation, 
which poiitively forbid all trade in fair, beetle»nut, and tobacco ; nor does it by any 
means obviate the Nabob's objections arifing from the diftrefs of the poor, and the 
injury to his revenues ; for if you pay only two and a half per cent, and the country 
people tweqty, or perhaps forty per cent, it is as much a monopoly as ever. 

No. XXXIII. 
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Extratf of a Letter frpm the Court ofDireStors to the Prefident and Council 

at Fort William in Bengal, dated Feb. 19, 1766. 

&!• No fuccefs in carrying on the war againft Siyah al Dowlah to give his county 
to the King can juftify the * meafure. Sujah al Dowlah's letter of the third of Ja* 
ftuary, offering to withdraw his prote&ion from Coflim Ally CaWn, to enter int6 
friendship with you, and join your army in p\jrfuing him, was the opportunity fh& 
ought to have been embraced for putting an end to the war ; that palled, your fettfl 
engagements with the King were left to operate with their utmoft force ; all fight 6t 
the Company's intereft was from that moment loft, and one error has plunged you 
into many more. The reply you make to the above offer of Sujah al Dowlah, When 
you demanded he (hall put f them to death, we cannot fuppofe ferioufly meant ; for if 
the law of hofpitality forbad his delivering them up, furely it forbad his murder- 
ing them. 

22. In Confultatkm of the 18th of January, mention is made of fome fubfequent 
letters, from Sujah al Dowlah to Major Fletcher, which arfe but (lightly mentioned 
therein, and appear no where entered on your correfpondence ; -the only obfriratioa 
made on them is, that you were too far engaged with the King to recede. In the 
laft letter we, in general terms, condemned this treaty with the King, and flattered 

• Altodiug to the " Propofalt made by the king Shaw Allans to Mijor Monro, -and -ankles mopofei 
<\by Governor Spencer and his Council, to be executed by the King/ 9 The firft dated November sad, 
4764, and the latter December 6th following ; both inferted fabfe^mft nnmbco in this Appendix. 

f Coffim Ally Cawn and Somroo. 

R a ©urfelves 
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-.ourfelve* you.woulH liave feen the folly thereof, -or Meer Jaffier's death 6r the arrival* 
of Lord Clive would have prevented the execution of it ; but being difappointed Ih 

.our expectations, vye now fhall give you our fentiments at large. The difpollefling 
Sujah al Dowlah of his country, is, we apprehend, breaking down the ilrongeft 

•barrier wc could have had againft the Afghan Maharattas, and all the invaders of 
the empire, who were checked from penetrating into the eaftern provinces by a power 

# fo refpeftable as his was throughout Hindoflan* The raifing the King on his 

• ruins renders this danger {till more (hiking, becaufe all the northern powers are his 

.natural enemies, being attached to the Vizier Ghazi & din Cawn ; and- you own 
youifclves, in the reply to Mr. Gray's minute in Confutation 20th of Feb. 1765, 
that though the title to the crown is contefted, all parties fecm to unite in oppofihg 

. die claim of him you acknowledge King; and it is to be feared they will come 
down upon him before his ftrength is confirmed ; and thus you may have drawn the 
wars that havefo long diffracted the northern countries to your own frontiers. 

23. Wc have no opiriion that the King can poffibly maintain himfelf without your - 
Aitmoft affiftance ; nor dowc imagine Sujah al Dowlah is fo reduced as not to make 

head again; and the refult will be, we fhall have a war to maintain fix hundred miles 
from our own fettlements, from the fuccefs of which no poffible advantage can be de- 
jived, and one defeat may be the total lofs of the provinces. 

24. In your * engagement with the King we remark, the ftipulation for the charges 
of the war was unfettled ; and we have much reafon to apprehend the whole expence 

. will be left on the Bengal government. 

: 25. We now come to confidcr the meafures you -f took on the death of Jaffier Ally 
Cawn. We could have wifhed the fucceffion had been left undetermined until Lord 
Clive's arrival ; but if it was abfolutely neceflary to come to a fudden determination,, 
and that fome one muft be immediately acknowledged Subah, it was confident with- 
the faith we owed the father to adopt the fucceffion he defigned ; and the inexpe- 
rience of the young Subah confidfcred, you did right to- appoint him a regent; bit 
in the choice of Mahomed Reza Cawn we think you palled too (lightly over the 
charge urged againft him, of being fo very deficient in accounting for the revenues 
. of the province of which he had been governor. 

26. The J appointing of independent Dewans appears highly improper to us ; for-^k 
is intruding on the power of the regent, weakening his government, and tending to 
anarchy ; nor can we conceive that any Englifhman is matter enough of the forms of 
government to undertake the dividing their departments without introducing conr- 
lufion. 

27. With refpedt to the J treaty with Nudjum al Dowlah it is proper here to infert 
at length the 5th articlc > which was in thefe words : " I do ratify and confirm to . 
" theEnglifli theprivilegegrantcdthemby their Firmaun,. and feveral Huft>ulhookums, 

of carrying on their trade by means of their own Duftuck free from all duties, taxes, . 
or impofitions in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of falt > on which 
a duty of two and a half per Cent, is to be levied on the Rowana or Houghly 
t€ market price/* This fifth article is totally repugnant to our orders contained ift 
our general letter* by the Kent and Lapwing, dated the ift of June 1764, in which. 

• See " Articles proposed by Governor Spencer and his Council, to be executed by the King, dated- 
** December 6th f 1764." Alfo copy of the •« Firmaun executed by the King, dated December 29th. 
•« following." Both inferted fubfequent articles in this Appendix. 

t Governor Spencer and his Council. The Nabob Mcer Jaffier died in February 1765, and was fuc* 
ceeded by his natural fon Nudjum al Dowlah. 

t See •• Treaty between the Nabob Nudjjim al Dowlah and the Company, entered into by. Governor 
V Spencer and his Council, dated in February 1765," a fubfequent artklc in this Appendix. 

we 
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,^wc ftpj only cxprcflTed"6ur abhorrence of an article in the treaty with Mecrjjffieri 
•literally corrcfporiding With the prefcn't fifth article^ but in pofitive terms directed yoti, 
in concert with rhe Nabob, to form an. equitable plan for carrying on the inland 
trade, and tranfmit the fame to-us, accompanied by fuch explanations and remarks 
as might enable us to give our fentiments and directions thereupon. We mult re- 
mind you too, that in our faid general letter we cxprcfly directed, that our orders in 
our letter of the 8th of February preceding, which were to put a final and effedual 
end to the inland* trade in- fait, bcctlo-nut, and tobacco, and in all other article* 
produced and confumed i.n the country, fhould remain in force until an equitable 
and fatisfa&ory plan- could be formed and adopted ; as therefore there is not the leaft 
latitude given.you for concluding any treaty whatfoevcr refpeding this inland trade, 
iWe muft and do confider what you have done as an exprels breach and violation . of ' 
our orders, and a determined refo!ution to facrifice the intereft of the Company^-, 
and the peace of the country, to lucrative and felfiih views.. 

28. This unaccountable behaviour puts an end to all confidence in ihoft who made- 
this * treaty, and forces \js to refolve on meafures for the fupport of our authority, and 
the prefervation of the Company. We do, therefore^ pronounce, that evety fervant 
•concerned in that trade {tends guilty of a breach of his covenants with us and of our 
orders ; and in confequence of this refolution we pofitively dired,. that if that treaty 
is now fubfifting, you make a formal renunciation, by fomefolemn aft to be entered 
on your records, of all right under the faid treaty, or otherwife, to trade in fait,, 
bectle-nur, and tobacco, and that you tranfmit this renunciation of that part of the 
treaty in form to the Nabob in the Perfian* language... Whatever government may 
be eftablifhed, or whatever unforefeen circumftancesmay^arife, it is our refolution to 
prohibit, and we do abfolutely forbid this trade of fait, beetle^nut, and tobacco, and 
of all articles that are not for export and import, according to the fpirit of the Fir*- 
maun, which docs not in the leaft give any latitude whatfoever for carrying on fuch 
an inland trade ; and moreover we fhall deem every European concerned therein, di- 
re&Iy or indire&ly, guilty of a breach of his covenants,, and dircdk that he be forth- 
with lent to England, that we may ptocced againfl; him accordingly ; and. every na- 
tive who fhall avail himfelf of our protection to carry this trade on, without paying 
all the duties due to the government, equally with the reft of the Nabob's fubjedts, 
fhail forfeit that protection, and be banifhed the fettlements ; and we dired: that thefc • 
refolutions be fignified publicly throughout the fettlement; 

29. With refpe<3: to the nth article of the treaty, which fettles the reftitution for 
private lofles, we gave you our fentiments on that fubjeft very. fully, in our letter of 
the 24th December, in which we remain confirmed, and- our orders relative thereto 
Hand in full force. We alfo- continue in the fame fentiments upon the donation to 
the navy, which we fee is again taken up in the inftrutftions to the refident at the 
Durbar.- 

30. We repeat that we have loft all confidence in thofe fervants, which nothing 
caivreftore but a ftridt obedience to our orders, and a more fcrupulous attention to the 
•Company's true intereft. In the mean time, , and till their condudt fhall have re- 
inftatcd them in our good opinion, we muft, and do. rely folely, on our Prefident 
Lord Cliyc, and the Select Committee, whom we do hereby inveft with all requifite 
powers for fecuring to the Company all fums paid on account of reftitution till our 
orders are known. We farther expedf that they fhall give us a clear inveftigation of 
the motives that influenced the f Governor and Council to engage in a treaty with thfe 

• See our Appendix, for copy of this treaty with Nudjum al Dovvlah. 

f Governor Spencer and his Council". Set oar Appendix for copy of thu treaty. 
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King, fo repugnant to our true intereft. That they flifill examine into the reafoftf 
c^ihe3oMafaftfcncJsbeihgl« io lo* & thifty^wo* lack^wHetof, b y the atiofint i tri^ 
dotted to us, the colie&ions exceeded "fifty t lacks* We allb tfciy on the' Committee 1 
tpput a ftop to the fliameful demand made on the Nabob for 'the J ? nayy, and iup^ ! 
ported by the Council to their great diihonour. And if any farther cbrhipt or op-' 
pireffive pradkices * come to their knowledge, that they fufpend thofe Svho fhall appear 
guilty or them, and give us the fulled information thereof. And laftfyi We cinriot! 
avoid taking itotice* that the late§ Prefident and Council, neither acknowledged 1 the] 
rteeipt of the covenants, relative to the receiving prefents from the country goiveiW 
meat, -nor have they taken the leaft notice of them ; we hope there i$ ho further 
meaning in this negled, than the deferring it till Lord Clive's arrival ; yet when we 
•confider the total difregard of our mod folemn orders on the moft important fubjeits, 
we know not. where their diibbedience will Hop. 

.31.: We have received 'two letters from Mr. Spencer, the firft dated the 5th Fe-' 
bnaary, 1765, i the laftthc 14th March, copies of which we enclofe for your infor- 
mation; as they both urge his own merit in fo strong a manner, we find ourfelves 
obliged tp give our ientiments on his condufb in Bengal. 

22. He came down to that fettlement with the general good opinion of the world, 
and with our approbation of his conduft during his fervice at Bombay, with this pe- 
culiar advantage, that he was free from all the embarraffments and the party fpirit 
that prevailed in Bengal, and had the plain part of the Company's intereft before 
him. We fhall, therefore, recapitulate the cenfure we have pafled on that part of 
the adminiftration of our affairs in which* he was concerned, and which we take for 
-granted he approved, as no diflent is entered by him* 

33. The very fame letter that carried his (Mr. Spencer's) appointment to the go- 
vernment, carried our moft politive orders to put a total and effectual ftop to the 
tsade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, which we expreflcd to- be the fource 6( the 
war, and incompatible with the peace of the country and the intereft of the Com- 1 
pany; yet in Confutations 17th October, wherein that order is taken into con-' 
fideration, he figns to a refolution to carry on the trade of fait and beetle-nut, paying* 
to the Nabob on fait 2 4- per Cent, in direft breach of our orders ; and in the treaty : 
with the new (| Nabob, he ftipulates for that right by an exprefs article of the treaty. : 

.34. Although the ** treaty with Meer Jafifcr Ally Cawn was entered into before-' 
Mr. Spencer's arrival, yet he: gave his fandion to every part of it, particularly tHfct ' 
Tvhich ftipukated reftitution for iofies, which, we make no doubt, he knew to be 1 
moftly fuftaincd in an illicit trade, and preferring the intereft of the fervants to the 
honour of the Company, countenanced the aggravating circumftances which accom- 
panied that fhameful proftiturion of our authority, in rifing in the demand, tili, by . 
flinging in out-ftanding debts, it was carried to the exorbitant fum of -f-f fifty-three r 
lacks; and Mr. Spencer, though noway interefted therein, joined in the ungenerous^ 
proceedings, by which Meer Jaffier's confent was extorted for the payment of thefe » 
demands, and in the treaty with the new Nabob, makes it an a& of his own, by care- 
fully ftipulating for it therein ; and, . to our great aftonifliment, we fee his name to } 
confoltation 15th November, 1764, wherein he engages the authority of the Com- • 
pany to obtain the fum of twelve JJ lacks and a half for the ^ navy ; though, as far as J 

• 400,000/. f 625,000/. ' ■' li ' , tf 

J A demand wti made 00 the Nabob Meer Jafier firft by Governor Vanfittajt, and afterwards by 
Coiiunodorc Tinker, for a prefect to be given to a fmall fquadron of his majefty'a fhips then in Bengal . 
tinder Mr. Tinker's command. 

§ Governor Spencer and bis Council. || Nudjum al Dowlah. , 

## See copy of thia treaty in pur Appendix, dated in July 1765. - • • ■'• •' ti%i 

+t 662,500/. ft 156,2504 
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appears to us, .the demanding this fern wa* a. private aft of his jptedebcflb% 
wkno.Nyn to him, but fo ftrongly adopted, that, we fee, he never lofes fight of 
it, but makes the recovery of it part of the tnjftrudions to the refident at the Durban 
on the acceffion of the new Subah. 

35. In the administration of our revenues, he has fo overlooked the accounts of the, 
province of Burdwan, that though it appears in them the Rajah coUe&s fifty-one 
lacks of rupees J, yet he has approved the agreement with the Rajah for ttirty-twoi 
lacks J, which is even lower than the preceding year; nor has he taken any notice of 
the futn of eighty thou&nd rupees g, applied to the ufe of our fervants, under die head 
of Charges Refidency. 

36. In his letter the 14th March, he urges the general flouri&ktg ftate of the Com* 
pany's affairs as a matter of merit to himflf, in which we totally differ from him, a* 
he will learn from our fentiments in our letter of the 24th December, and the prefent * 
of which you will tranfmit him copies, as far as relates to the adminiftration of oub. 
affairs during his being of our Council in Bengal. 
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Extratf of a Letter from the Court of Dire&ors to the SeleS Committee *t 

Bengal, dated May 17, 1766. 






7. Equally politic and prudent are the conceffions in favour of thtf King, wftttft 
kitereft was beft confidered by the reftoring Sujah al Dowlah to his country, the only 
Subah in Hindoftan who is ever likely tofupport him in his pretention* to the cm* 
pire The revenue agreed to be paid him, muu be, in the eyes of the Indian powers, 
a mark of our refped to the royal blood, and an acknowledgment of his right. We 
approve alfo the being guarantee for Nudjeef Cawn, and finally we Yiopi the nkM- 
deration and attention paid to all thofe who hare efpoufed our intereft in this vfrar, 
will reftore our reputation in Hindoftan, and that the Indian powers' will be convinced' 
no breaeh of treaty will ever have our fanftion. We hope alfo, the fifty lacks, * 
ftipulated to be paid by Sujah al Dowlah, will be, before this reaches you, difchargetl,- 
and hi» dominions entirely evacuated by our troops ; and that none will remain under 
pretence of protection to the King's pcrfon, for that may lead to pretentions to funptat ' 
him in his claim tx> the empire,, a meafure quite contrary to out views,, being deter-* 
mined to make the provinces of Bengal,, Bahar r and Orifla, the utmoft bounds of 
eur political views or potfefEons. 

8- The article in the treaty with Sujah at Dowlah, ftipulating a trade duty free, 
through his dominions, we dhredt to be confined folely to the Company's trade, and* 
even in that fenfeof it ;. we* mean only if his dominions produce any goods fit for the* 
European markets,, or if it can- be' made the means of extending our trade in the"' 
Woollen manufactures, or any other European goods. 

9. We come now to confider the great and important affair of the DeWanny, on>* 
which we (hall give you our fentiments, with every objection that occurs to us. 

10. When we confider that the barrier of the country government was entiifely' 
kokc down, and every Engl i(h man throughout the country armed with an authority. 

I * JJ»50° '• i 400,000 k y t o*po* /• f 625,000 L 

that 
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**hat owned no fuperior, aniff exerciftigliis power to the oppreffion of thehdplfrfs ns» m 
: tiVc, «who «knew not whom to 6bey ; at fuch a crifis, we cannot hefitafce to approYpytfk^ 
obtaining the Dewanhy for rhe'Companyv • ---. * .. ;. i ,. ,- ,.>. 

jk I • When we took back to the fyftem which Lord Olive, and the gentlemen' ot' 
the Selcft : Ce>flftfnttee : ' found eftabKihed/ it prefents to us a Subah difarmed^ with a, 
fevenucof almoft two miltions-fterling, (forfo much fccrfts to have keen left, exclufV 
ilvc Df <kht demands otf'him) at thfe mercy of our fervants, who had -adopted an uor*v 
heard of ruinous principle of an intereft, diftinft from the Company. This principle . 
fhewedifcfelf in laying their hands upon every thing they did not deem the Company's* 
property. 

: *a. Iti the province *6f '"Burd wan, the refiderit and his Council took an annual 
Hipend Of near * eighty- thoufand rupees per annum from the Rajah, in addition to the' 
Oompaft/s falary. This (lands on the Burdwan accounts, and we fear was not the; - 
^Vhole, for we apprehend it went farther, and that they carried this pernicious prin- • 
ciple even to the (haring with the Rajah of all he collected, beyond the ftipulated 
Malguzarry, or land revenue ; overlooking the point of duty to the Company, to 
"whom properly every thing belonged, that was not ncceflary for the Rajah's fupport. 
It has been the principle, too, on which our fervants have faliely endeavoured to glofs 
over the crimes of their proceedings tm the accefiion of the prefent Subah, and we 
"fear would have teen foon extended to the grafping the greateft lharc of that part of 
the Nabob's, revenue which was not allotted to the Company. In Ihort, this principle ■ 
-was dfre&rty undermining the whole fabirick, 'for 'rirhilft the Company were finking 
xmder the burthen of the war, our fervants were enriching themfelves, from thofe very 
funds which ought to have fupported the war ; but to Lord Clive, and our Seledt 
•Committee, we owe, that the Company are at lafl confidercd as principles in the 
^advantage, 'as wdl as the dangers. • '---.*.• ... 

13. We muft now turn our attention to render our acquifitions as permanent as* 
human wifdom can make them ; this permanency, we apprehend, can be found only 
in the fimplicity of the execution. We obferve the account you give of the. office and 
power of the King's Dewan, which in former times was, " the collecting of all the 

revenues, and, after defraying the expences of the army, and allowing a fufficient 

fund for the fupport of the Nizamaut, to remit the remainder to Dehly." This 
defcription of it, is- not the office we wifh to execute; the experience we already have 
had in the province of Burdwan convinces us, how unfit an Englifhman is to conduct 
the collection of the revenues, and follow the fubtle native through all his arts, to 
conceal the real value of his country, and to perplex and elude the payments. We 
therefore entirely approve of your preferving the ancient form of government, in the 
upholding the dignity of the Subah. 

' 14. We conceive the office of Dewan fhould be exercifed only in Superintending the: 
•collections, and difpofal of the revenues ; which, though veiled in the Company,, 
iliould officially be executed by our Refident at the Durbar, under the controulof the 
-Governor and the Select Committee. . The ordinary bounds of which controul;- 
ihould extend to nothing beyond the fuperintending the collection of the revenue** 
.and the receiving the money from the Nabob's treafury to that of the Dewanny; or [ 
the Company, and this vvc conceive to be neither difficult or complicated ; for at th« 
.annual Poonah the government fettles with each Zemindar his monthly payments for 
the enfuing- year; fo the monthly payments of the whole from the Nabob's Dewan^ 
1% but the total of the monthly payment of each Zemindar ; which muil be ftridtly 
iept up, and if deficient, the Company muft .trace what particular province, R&jahfc- 

. or : 
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or Zemindar, has fallen ihort of his monthly payments-; or, if it is neceffary to extend 
the power farther, let the annual Poonah, by which we mean the time when every 
landholder makes his agreement for the enfuing year, be made with the confent of 
the Dewan or Company. This we conceive to be the whole office of the Dewanny* 
The adminiftration of juftice, the appointment of officers, Zemindarries, in lhorr, 
whatever comes under the denomination of civil adminiftration, we understand is to. 
remain in the hands of the Nabob or his minifters. 

15. The Refident at the Durbar being conftanrly on the fpot, cannot be long a 
ftranger to any abufes in the government, and is always armed with power to remedy 
them. It will be his duty to ftand between the adminiftration and the encroachments 
always to be apprehended from the agents of the Company's fervants, which muft 
firft be known to him, and we rely on his fidelity to the Company, to check all fuel* 
encroachments, and to prevent theoppreflion of the natives. We gave you our fen* 1 
timents on the office of refident in our letter of the 24th December laft, which were 
what we thought fu it able to the office as it then Hood ; but now that is become of fo 
much more importance, we (hall leave the regulating of it to you, and defire you 
will be very explicit on the fubjedt, and fhall only here fling out fomc few thoughts 
upon it. 

16. We would have his correfpondence to be carried on with the Select Committee 
through the channel of the Prefident. He fhould keep a diary of all his tranfadtions. 
His correfpondence with the natives muft be publicly conducted. Copies of all 
his letters fent and received be tranfmitted monthly to the Prefidency, with dupli- 
plicates and triplicates to be tranfmitted home in our general packet by every 
fhip. 

ly. In the 39th paragraph of our general letter of the 24th December laft, we 
exprefled our disapprobation of continuing a Chief and Council at Burdwan. We 
fee you have already adopted that fentiment in withdrawing that refidency. We 
have been very full in our late letters on the fubjedt of the Burdwan country, and 
Mr. Verelft's letter of the 13th September gives ftill more infight into the affairs of 
that province ; and as it has been from the tranfadtions of that province, that we 
have acquired the moft experience of the nature of the collections of the revenues, we 
fhall give you fuch reflections as occur to us on the fubjedt in general, and on this 
province in particular. We obferve that when we firft took pofleffion of the grant 
from Jaffier Ally Cawn, of the Calcutta lands, we immediately turned out all thole 
men who flood between the government and the cultivator, and put the farm of the 
lands up to public fale, in which we make no doubt our fervants atted.for our in- 
tereft, according to the beft of their judgment ; but it appears to have been deemed 
by the natives an aft of oppreffion, and contrary to the cuftom of Hindoftan. How- 
ever it was then a partial evil, confined to a fmall tradt of country ; and the Company 
had this to plead in their defence, that their whole territory, lying near Calcutta, 
could eafily be kept under the general adminiftration of the Prefidency, and this 
might be very juftifiable and very proper for fo limited an objedt ; but when large 
provinces fall under our government, fuch as Burdwan, we do not think the fame 
conduct fhould have been obferved, but you fhould have made the beft terms you 
could with the Rajah for the Malguzarry, or land revenues : particular local cir- 
cumftances might have required deviations from the general rule, fuch as the inca- 
pacity of the Rajah, which might have been 'remedied by putting proper minifters 
about him ; but our fervants fhould not have interfered in the collections or civil 
adminiftrations ; and experience has convinced us, they have cither erred in judg- 
ment or their duty to the Company. For after all the various experiments of purring 
the farms up to public fale, by which means many families fecm to have been 

S utterly 
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Utterly ruined of keeping lands in the hands of the Company, which you, caH Gois, 
and the various methods that have been tried ; we find the collections brought to the 
Company's credit, for the year 1764, are five * lacks lefs than what were paid in AU- 
verdy Cawn's time in 1752. Tnere is a paiTage in Mn Verelft's letter very, alarming, 
and which requires a full explanation; " I was greatly furprized to find, on xny 
" arrival there, that it had been again expofed to public fale ; however, purchasers 
" had only been found for about twenty-two f lacks, fo great was the prejudice takea 
ff of the former fale, and the whole of that very confiderably under the Jumma- 
€€ bundy of 1769, excepting the farms lately held by Mellrs. Johnftone, Hay, and 
" Bolts, on which a greater advance was bid." 

■:- , 18. We have on a former occafion, in our letter of the 13th March, 1761, para- 
graph 57, permitted our fervants to bid at the public fale of the Calcutta lands ; but yv& 
jcpuld -not conceive fuch an indulgence could ever be conftrued to admit fervants, 
employed in the collection of the revenues of a province, to fele& out the moft pro* 
Stable lands for themfelves, for fuch is the light in which this tranfadtion appeal* 
%o us, and it is one more ftriking proof of the general corruption with which all 
ranks were tainted, and of the ill ufe that has been made of every indulgence. . We 
diredt a drift fcrutiny into this affair ; and if it proves true, that you will make a 
proper example of the offenders, by difmifling them our fervice. 
. 19* This tranfaftion convinces us of the ncceffity of fhutting the door to abufes; 
and we therefore pofitively order, that no covenanted fervant, or Englishman, jc- 
tiding under our protection, fhall he fuffered to hold any land for his own account, 
directly or indire&ly, in his own name, or that of others, or to be concerned in any 
farms or revenues whatfoever. 

20. In* the 20th paragraph of our letter of the 19th February laft, we exprefled 
our furprize that the covenants were not executed, nor any notice taken of them. 
Judge then what we feel, in learning from Mr. Leycefter's minute on Confutation 
the ijth June 1765, that they never were intended to be executed; and we prefume 
he fp^aks not only his own fentiments, but the fentiments of his colleagues, when he 
lays, the covenants were rather the effedt of party than the cool fentiments of his 
matters, and that it was probable parties would unite in abolifhing covenants that 
could only injure individuals and do the Company no fervice. If our fervants prefume 
thus to call in queftion our moft diredt and pofitive orders, enforced too by the ge- 
neral voice of the whole body of proprietors, it is time for us to exert the authority 
vefted in us, and to do juftice to the injured natives, to our own honour, and to the 
national character. 

2 1 . The proceedings of the Seledt Committee have laid open to us a moft com- 
plicated fcene of corruption, in which we have the unhappinefs to fee moft of our 
principal fervants involved. Gentlemen who have ferved us in the high eft offices, in 
whom we placed the greateft confidence, and to whom we had given the greateft 
marks of our favour ; yet neither the ties of honour or gratitude could controul that 
unbounded third after riches that feems to have prevailed almoft over the whole 
fettlcment, and threatened a total diflblution of all government. The principle on 
which thefe gentlemen juftify themfelves fcems to be, that donations or free gifts 
are lawful when no intereft of the Company is facrificed to attain them. 

22. We do not admit that donations are in any cafe lawful, without our confent 
and approbation. Our Governor aud Councils abroad are cntruftcd with the com- 
mand of our troops and with all our influence and authority, to employ them folely 

for the honour and advantage of the Company. If they pervert the power thus 
... ) 
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-tftiffed ^ith' thferh for the' public good to their own private advantage/ they are un- 
doubtedly guilty of a breach of that tiuft. 

23. Neither can we admit that the vaft fums obtained on this occafion were by 
any means free gifts. The dependent fituation of the Subah is itfeff a refutation of 
the pfea, and his letter to Lord Clive and the Seled Committee, with the concur- 
rent tefti monies of the Seats, and Mahomed Reza Cawn, together with the depo- 
fitions of the feveral people examined on this matter, amount to the cleareft pttk>fs, 
that they were exadted from the feveral parties as the terms of the protedtion granted 
^them. And laftly, we fhall fay a Word or two to what thofe gentlemen vainly ima- 
gine makes ftrongly in their defence, that no intereft was facrificed to obtain them. 
: 24. The Company were engaged in a war, which, As far as we can judge, coft 
them from ten to twelve lacks ** per month ; for which the N&bob had ftipulated to 
pay no more than five lacks -f per iiforith, and evSfi that fell in arrears. The Nabob 
was at this time prefied for payment of the remaining thirty lacks J for restitutions, 
befides other unlawful demands on him. It cannot furely be pleaded that under 
thefe circumftances of the Subah and the Company, no intereft of the Company was 
facrificed to obtain them. We think thefe gentlemen facrificed their own honour, 
the intereft and honour of the Company, and of the nation. 

25. We are forry fome of the gentlemen have thought fit to juftify their breach 
<*f truft by a breach of orders, in pleading the covenants were not executed, there- 
fore not obligatory; but fo totally do we differ from them, that we think them ndfc 
only guilty of a breach of thofe particular covenants, but alfo of the general cove- 
nants, which were entered into before thefe laft were found fo neceflary. 

26.. The cavils and oppofition of feveral members of the Council, to . thd powifts 
-and cohduft of you -our Seleft Committee, appear moft evidently to have been cal- 
culated to fcreen and obftrudt the enquiries into and detection of their mifbehaviouri 
but wfe are fatisfied you have had the real intereft of the Company conftantly in your 
view, in all your researches into the general corruption and rapacity of our fervants^ 
With the fpirit and difintereftednefs which do you honour, and merit our approba- 
tion. 
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Copies of TREATIES and GRANTS from the Country Powers 
to the East-India Company, refpe&ing their PreGdency at 

; .Fort William, in Bengal, from the year 1756 to 1766* 
both years incluuve* 



No. XXXVII. 



treaty and Agreements with Serajah Dowlah. 
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I 



Munfur ul Malek 

Serajah Dowla Shah 

Kuly Khan Bahader 

Hybutjung, Servant of 

King Aalum Geer the 

Invincible. 



Lift of Demands. 

i. That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch privileges as have beeir. 

f ranted them by the King's Firmaun and Hufbulhookums, and the Firmguns and 
lufbulhookums in full force. 
That the villages which were given to. the Company by the Firmaun, but detained 
from them by the Subah, be likewife allowed them ; nor let any impediment or re- 
ftri&ion by put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to y according to the tenor of the Firmaun. 

2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company^ and having their Duftuck^ 
do pafs freely -by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, without paying any<du*- 
ties or fees of any kind whatfoever ; .and that the Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzer- 
bauns, &c. offer them no kind of moleftation upon this account. 

7/ is agreed to. 

3. That reftitution be made the Company of their fa&ories and lettlements at Cal- 
cutta, Coffimbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken from them. That all mo- 
ney and effe&s taken from the English Company, their factors and dependents, at their 

\ feveral fettlements and Aurungs,be reftoredin the feme condition. That an equivalentr 
in money be given for fuch goods as are damaged, plundered, or loft, which ihall be* 
left to the Nabob's juftice to determine. 

Whatever has beenfeized by the Government it is agreed Jhall be reft or ed* 

4. That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta in fuch manner as they fliall 
, efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or obftrudtion. 

// // agreed to. 

5. That Siccas be coined at Allenagur (Calcutta) in the fame manner as at Moorfhad- 
.. abad, and that the money ftruck in Calcutta be of equal weight and finenefs with that 

of Moorfhad-abad. There fhall be no demand made for a deduction of Batta. 
It is agreed^ that bullion imported by the Company be coined to Siccas. 

6. That thefe propofals be ratified in the ftrongeft manner, in the prefence of God 
and bis prophet, and figned and fealed to ,by the Nabob and fome of his principal 

-, people. 

In the prefence of God and bis prophet, thefe articles are figned andfeakd. 

7. And 
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7» And Admiral Charles Watfon and Col. Clive, promife in behalf of the Eng- 
lift nation> , and of the Englifh Company, that from henceforth all hoftilities fhall ceafe 
in Bengal, and the Englifh will always remain in peace and friendfhip with the Nabob, 
a$ long- as' thefe articles are ktpt in force and remain unviolated. . 
1 . On condition that an agreement under the Company's feal, andftgnediy the Company's 

Council, and /worn to according to their religion, befent me, I agree to the articles 

which I have count erfigned. 
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Agreement of the Company, figned by the Governor and Committee, the gth February, 17 57^ 

We the Eaft India Company, in the prefence of his excellency the Nabob Mun- 
for ul Malek, Serajah Dowla, Shah Kuly Khan, Biahader Hybut Jung, Nazim of 
Bengal, Bahar aod Oriffa, by the hands and feal.of the Council, and by, firm agree- 
ment and folemn attestation, do declare, that the bufinefs of the Company's facto- 
ries within the jurifdidtion of the Nabob, ihall go on in its former courfe : that we 
will never opprefs or do violence to- any perfons without caufd ;. that we will never of- 
fer protection to any perfons having accounts with the government, any of the King's 
Taalookdars or Zemindars, nor murderers, n*r robbers : that we will never aft con- 

. trary to the tenor of the articles agreed to by the Nabob : that we will carry oir. 

. our bufinefs as formerly ;. and. will never, in any refpedt, deviate from this agree- 
ment* • 



•» 



Agreement of Colonel Clive with the Nabob, dated February 12, 1 757,. 

I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader,. commander, of the Englifh land forces in 
Bengal, do folemnly declare, in the prefence of God and our Saviour, that there is 
peace between the Nabob Serajah Dowla and the Englifh : They, the Englifh, will* 
inviolably adhere to the articles of the treaty made with the Nabob : that as long 
as he ihall obferve his agreement, the Englifh will always look upon his enemies as 
their enemies ; and whenever called upon, will grant him all the" affiftance in their* 
power* 
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f>ci .Ptrwannah for Duflucks from Strajah Dow/a, dated ^th Rafei Moon. 

Liu. -••- ,-•!*■ . :. . ; •.-*-■ .-...■ . ■ ■-:; i- ■> ; 

The' Englifh Company's goods having been carried backward and forward by land 
and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, by the Duf- 
tuck and feal of the faid Company, by virtue of the King's Firmaun, which is alfo 
now confirmed by me. Take care, on no pretence, to interrupt their carrying their 
goods backwards and forwards through all the Chokeys whatfoever, and not to de- 
mand any Katbarra, Manjor, &c. according to the King's Firmaun. Let them pafs and 
tepafs, without receiving a Angle cowrie from any. .of their people, and interfere* not 
with the Englifh Company's Gomaftahs on any account, but rather take care that 
through all your diftri&s their bufinfcfs be not obftrufted in any way. 

Fifteen Perwannahs of the fame tenor and date; were granted under die feal of 
the Nabob Serajah Dowla to the Rajahs and -Zemiijdars. 

Perwannab under the Seal of Nabob Munfur ul Makk, Serajah Dowla Babader, Hybut 
Junk, dated gth of Rajeb (31ft March *) in the $d year of the glorious reign, MobunloL 

AH goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which, by virtue of the royal man- 
date, ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company's Duftucks, by land ' or water, 
through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, I have at this time granted a 
free currency to, in the fame manner and with the fame privileges as formerly : it is 
heceflafy th^t ybiir excellency write to the officers at Dacca, Chittagong, Jugdea, 

• Akbarnagur, Silhet, Rangamatty, Cheetmarree, Moorfhad-abad, and Purnea, that they 
fuffer thd feme goods to pafs up and down the rivers without any moleftation or im- 
'pofition o£ Katbarra (a tax laid upon boats) or any other articles forbidden by the 
j-oyal, court ; nor exa& the fmalleft fum from them, nor any ways opprefi the Go- 
maftahs or dependants. Let them be pun&ual in this. 

* Duftuck under the feal of tht Nabob Serajah Dowla, &c. dated f 17 Jcmmaude Saum, 

the 3d year of the King's glorious reign. 

To all Fouzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars, and Overfeers of the weey of the provinces of 

Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. 

All goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which by virtue of the royal man- 
date ufed to pafs and repafs through the foregoing provinces, by land and water, 
with the Company's Duftucks, I have at this time granted a free dfcrrency to, in the 
fame manner as formerly, and with the confirmation of their former privileges. Let 
all goods, having the Englifh Company's Duftuck, pafs as before, up and down the 
river, without any moleftation or impofition of Katbarra, or any other articles for- 
bidden by the royal court ; nor exaft the fmalleft fum from them, nor opprefe the 
Company's dependents. In this be punftual. and aft conformable to this writing. 

Perwannab of the Nabob Serajah Dowlab to the Hon. Company, for erefting a fnint in 

Calcutta. 

From the date of the firft of the moon Shaban, the four fun Siccas are begun toia 
ftampt, and through all the mint-houfes the new Siccas of the four fun are coined* 

Take 

• 17^7. f About the 9th of March, 1757. 
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Take care and ered a mint in Calcutta (called Allenagur,) and ftamp gold and 
filver rupees out of the bullion and gold imported by your nation, of the weight of 
rupees of gold and filver coined at Moorfliad-abad : under the name of Allenagur* 
Calcutta fliall you coin your money, it fhall pais for land revenues, &c. and no 
body will aft. or fet any Batta upon them ; only take care not to coin the gold and 
filver of other nations. 

No* XXXIX. 
Treaty with Jafier Ally Kfian. 

* I /wear by God± and the prophet of God, to abide by the term of tbrs treaty tvbiljt I 
have life. 



Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan 

Bahader, (ervant 

of king 

Aalum Geer. 



Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive {Sabut Jung Bahader} Governor Drake, 

and Mr. Watts. 

i. Whatever articles were agreed, upon in the time .of peace with the Nabob Se- 
rajah Dowla, Munfur ul Malek, Shah Kuly Khan, Bahader, Hybut Jung, I agree 
to comply with. 

2. The enemies of the Englifh are my enemies, whether they be Indians or Eu- 
ropeans. 

3. All the effe&s and fadories belonging to the French in the province of Bengal, 
(the Paradife of nations,) and Bahar ana Oriffa, fliall remain in the pofleffion of the 

, Englifh, nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in the three provinces. 

4. In confideration of ,the lofles which the Englifh Company have fuftained by the 
capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by the 
maintenance of the forces, I will give them one f crore of rupees. 

5. For the effects plundered from the Englilh inhabitants at Calcutta, I agree to 
give fifty J lacks of rupees. 

6. For the effeds plundered from the Gentoos, Muflulmen, and other fubje&s of 
Calcutta, twenty § lacks of rupees fliall be given. 

7. For the effefts plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will 
give the fum of feven II lacks of rupees. The diftribution of the fums allotted the 
natives, Englifh inhabitants, Gentoos, and Muflulmen, fliall be left to the Admiral 
and Colonel Clive, (Sabut Jung Bahader,) and the reft of the Council, to be difpofed 
of* by them, to whom they think proper. 

8. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, are trafts of land be- 
longing to feverd Zemindars ; befides this, I will grant the Englilh Company fix 
hundred yard* without the ditch. 

9. All the land laying to the fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fliall be under the 
Zemindary of the En^lim Company, and all rhe officers of thole parts fliall be under 
their ' jurifdidion. The revenues to bd -paid by them (tl# Company) iji the fame 

manner with other Zemindars; ' ' : ;i ,L * "in When- 

< 

• Thcfe words were wrote in bis own band. t 1,250,000/. J 625,000 /• $ 250,000 U 
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; io. Whenever:! demand the Englifh affiftance^ I will be at the charge of die 
maintenance of them* if ^itU 

- xi. I will not ereft any new fortifications below Houghly, near the river Ganges*-' 
. ,, 12. As foon as. I am eftaWifhed in the government of the three provinces, the 
jafcreftid fumsihall be faithfully paid. Dated 15th. Ramzan, in the 4th year of the 
reign. ^ 

Additional Article. 

13* On condition that Meer Jaffier Khan Bahader fhall folemnly ratify, confirm 
by oath, and execute all the above articles, which the underwritten on behalf of the 
honourable Eaft India Company do, declaring on the holy gofpels, and before God, 
that we will affift M&r Jaffier Khan Bahader, with all our force, to obtfdn :the Su~ 
fcahfhip of the province* of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; and further, ' that we will 
affift him to the utmoft againft all his enemies whatever, as foon as he calls upon 
us for that end ; provided that he, on his coming to be Nabob, fhall fulfill the afore- 
faid articles. . ; I.. •■ . ! 

< No. ,XL* * 



• ■* 



General Sunnud under the Seat of Jaffier Ally Khan. 

To all Governors 9 Multafeddees % prefent or future* all Naibj, Ffiuzdars^ Zemin dars y Chow* 
' .drahs % Canongoos, &c. ftrvants of the government in "the provinces of Bengal^ Bahar 
and Orijfa. 

Know, that by the royal Firmaun and Huflbulhookums the Englifh Company are 
pardoned (Maaf) exempt from all duties ; therefore I write : 

That whatever goods the Company's Gomaftahs may bring or carry, to or from 
their factories, the Aurungs, or other places, by land or by water, with a Duftuck from 
any of the chiefs of their factories, you fhall neither afk nor receive any fum, how- 
ever trifling, for the fame. Know they have full power to buy and fell, you are by no 
means to oppofe it ; you are not to require from the Gompany s Gomaftahs the Settee, 
Manghans, or any other of the Zemindars impofitions. 

The Company's Gomaftahs fhall buy and fell the Company's goods without the 
intervention of Delolls, unlefs the Gomaftahs are fatisfied to employ them ; you are to 
affift them on all occafions, wherever they buy or fell. Whoever adts contrary to thefe 
orders, the Englifh have full power to punifh them. If any of the Company's goods 
are ftolen, you are to recover the very effe&s ftolen, or make good their amount. 
Any merchants or others, on whom the Company have any lawful demands, you arc 
to fee that the fame be paid to their Gomaftahs. Take care that no one wrong 
or opprefs the Company's Gomaftahs. You are not to require or flop their 
boats on pretence of the Katbarra or other duties on boats, whether they be the Com- 
pany's own boats, or boats hired by their Gomaftahs ; you are to give credit to the 
copies of all the Sunnuds to the Company under the Kazzi's feal, without requiring 
the original. Any of the Company's debtors running from them, you are not to "give 
them protection or plead for them, but are to deliver them up to the Company's Go- 
maftahs. The Fouzdarry-Crutch, &c. impofitions of the Fouzdars, which are for- 
bid by the King, you fhall not demand of the Englifh, their Gomaftahs or inhabi- 
tants. Whenever the Englifh Company defire to fettle a new fadtory, befides thofe 
they are already poflefied of in the province of Bengal, Bahar and Oriila, you are to 
give them forty Begahs of the King's land. If any of the Englifh fhips are driven by 
bad weather, or wrecked in any of the ports or other places, you are to affift them all 

in 
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in yotar power* and fee that; the £oods are roftored to the Company, and you are not: 
to require the Cboutarry, &c. which the King has forbid. 

- A mint is eftabliihed in Calcutta, coin Siccas and gold Mohurs of equal weight 
at*d finenefs with the Siccas and. gold Mohurs of Moorlhad-abad. They ftiall pafs in.* 
the King's treafury. 

• AH that I have wrote rquft be done ; do as I have wrote, nor aik a new Sunnud 
every year. The a 7th pf the moon Showall, and 4th of the King's reign, being the 
15th of the month of July, 1757. 

No. XLI. 
Perwannah from Jqffier Ally Khan, for the Mint. 

* » 

To the High and Mighty* the bold and valiant Commanders, the greateft of Merchants* 
the Engltjh Company y on tohom may the King* s favour reft for ever* 

A mint has been dtabliflied in Calcutta ; continue corning gold and filver into 
Siccas and Mohurs, df thefame weight and ftandard with thofe of Moorlhad-abad ; the 
impreflion to be Calcutta ; they ihall pafs current in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orifla, and be received into the Cadganna ; there Ihall be no obftru&ion or diffi- 
culty for Cuflbre. Under the feal of Fidvir Aalum Geer Badfha Gauze, Sujah ul Mu- 
luck Hofiam o Dowla, Meer Mahomed Jeffier Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, nth 
Zeerlaida, 4th of the King's reign. 

No. XLII. 
Perwannah for the granted Lands* 
Seal of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Kham 



1170. 

Aaulum Geer, Emperor, 

fighting for the Faith, his 

jdevoted Meer Mahomed Jaffiei 

J Ally Khan Bahader Shujah ul 

Muluck Hoflam o Dowla 

Mahabut Jung, 

Anno 4. 



<+•*** 



Ve Zemindars, Chdwdrahs, Taalookdars, Muckaudums, Rccayahs, Marfavvreans, 
Xiootawettawahs, of the Chuckla of Houghley' artd others, fituated in Bengal the 
terreftial Paradile. Know, that the Zemindafry, Chowdrawy, and Taalookdarry of 
the countries in the fubjoined lift, hath been given by treaty to the mod illuftrious and 
moft magnificent the Englhh Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The faid 
Company will be careful to govern according to eftabliflied cuilom and uiage, without 
any gradual deviation, and watch for the proiperity of the people. Your duty is to 
give no caufe of complaint to the Recayahs of the Company, who on their part are to 
govern with fuch kindnefs, that hufbandry may receive a daily increafe, that all diforders 
may ht fiipprcffed, drunkennefs and other illicit pradices prevented, and the imperial 
tributes be tent in due time. Such part of the above/aid countty as may be fituated to 
the weft of Calcutta, on the other fideof the Ganges, does not appertain to the Company. 

• • ■ T Know 
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Know then, ye Zemindars, &c. that ye are dependents of the Company, and that ye 
muft fubmit to fuch treatment as they give you, whether good or bad j and this is my 
exprefs injunction. 

Twenty-four Mahals. 
The Purgannah of Mugra. 
Ditto of - Khaflpoor. 
Ditto of - Mudenmutt. 
Ditto of - Ekktiarpoor. 
Ditto of - Burjutty. 
. Ditto of - Azimabad. 
Ditto of - Moodagotcha. 
Ditto of - PutchalCollu. 
I*art of the Purgannah of Shahpoor. 

ShahNagur. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Ghur. 

The Purgunnah of Karee Jurree. 
Ditto of - Deccan Saugeer. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Calcutta. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Paikan. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Munpoor. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Ameerabad. l 

Part of the Purgunnah of Mahomed Ameepoor. 

Mellung MahaU ^ 

The Purgunnah of Hattiagur. 
Ditto - - Meida. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Akbarpoor. 
Part of the Purgannah of Bellia. 
Part of the Purgunnah of Buffindarry. 
Dated the * 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, anno quarto. 
(In the Nabob's own hand, ferving by way of fign manual.) It is written Finis. 
(In Maha Rajah Doolabrum's own hand as Naib) Seen. 

(In Rajah Raage Bullub's own hand, as Huffoor Nevife) the 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, 
anno quarto, regiftered in the imperial regifter. 

(In Rajah Conghu Baharree's own hand, as Dewan of Bengal) the 5th of Rabbi til 
Sauni, anno quarto, regiflered in the Dewannee regifter. 

No. XLIII. 

Perwannah from Jajfier Ally Cawn 9 for the Saltpetre of Bahar* 

At this time, through the means of Colonel Clive, the faltpetre lands of the whole 
province of Bahar have been granted to the Englifli Company from the beginning of 
the Bengal year 1 1 65, in the room of Coja Mahomed Wazeed : you are therefore here- 
by dircdted to eftablifh the authority of their Gomaftahs in all the faltpetre lands of 
the atbrefaid province, to give ftrift orders to the faltpetre Picars not to fell an ounce 
of faltpetre to any other perfon, and to receive from the Company the ftipulated 
Nezzaranna and money for the aforefaid lands. «•;. = '! 

On the id of the month of Rajeb of the ^tbyear of bis Majeflfs reign y a copy was entered- 
into the Dewan *s books. ■■•..:» 

On the lafl day of the month of Jemmady-al- Sauni of the 5th year of his Majeftfs reigH % 
a copy was entered in bis Excellency's books. 
Approved. 

• About the 20th of December, 1757. 
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No. XLIV. 

Sunnud for the Zemindarry of the Honourable Eftjl India Company s lands, 
given under the fealof the Nabob Allow 6 Dow la Meer Mahomed Saddoc 
Khan Bahader Jtjfud Jung $ Dew an of the Sub ah of Bengal. 

To the Muttafeddees for affairs for the time being and to come, and Chowdrees and 
Canongoes, and inhabitants, and hufbandmen of the Kifmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, 
&c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah 
of Bengal : Be it known, that in confequence of the Ferd Sawal, figned by the glory 
of the nobility and administration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoflam o Dowla Meer Maho- 
med Jaffier Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, Nizam of the Subah, and the Ferd 
Huckeekut and Muchulca, figned conformably thereto ; the forms of which are 
herein fully fet forth. The office of the Zemindarry of the Purgunnahs above writ- 
ten, in confideration of the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one rupees 
(20101) Pefhculh, &c. to the Imperial Sircar, according to the indorfement from the 
month Poofs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four of the Bengal 
sera, is conferred upon the nobleft of merchants, the Englifh Company, to the end 
that they attend to the rights and cuftoms thereof as is fitting, nor in the leaft circum- 
ftance, negled: or with-hold the vigilance and care due thereto ; that they deliver into 
the treafury at proper times, the aue rents of the Sircar : that they behave in fuch 
manner to the inhabitants and lower fort of people, that by their good management 
the faid Purgannahs may flourifli and increafe : that they fuffer no robbers nor houfe- 
breakers to remain within their diftrifts, and take fuch care of the King's highways, 
that the travellers and paflengers may pafs and repafs without the leaft moleftation ; 
that (which God forbid) if the effedts of any perfon be plundered or ftolen, they 
difcover and produce the plunderers and thieves, together with the goods, ^nd deliver 
the goods to the owners, and the criminals to condign punifhment ; or elfe, that they 
themfclves be refponfible for the faid goods ; that they take efoecial care, that no one 
be guilty of any crimes or drunkennefs within the limits of their Zemindarry ; that 
after jthe expiration of the year they take a difcharge according to cuftom, and tfyat 
they deliver the accounts of their Zemindarry agreeable to the ftated forms every year 
into the Dufter Cana of the Sircar ; and that they refrain from demanding the articles 
forbidden by the Imperial Court, the ( Afylum of the World.) 

It is their (the Muttafeddes, &c.) duty to look upon the faid Company as the 
eftablifhed and lawful Zemindars of thofe pbecs, and whatfoevcr appertains or is an- 
nexed .to that office as their right ; in this particular be they ftridtly punftual. 

> Dated the firft of Rabbi ul Sauni in the * third fun of the reign. 

Let the Indorfement be wrote.- 

■ 
Particulars of the Indorfement. 

In ponfequyence of the Ferd Sawal, figned by the glory of the nobility and admini-' 
ftration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoflam o Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader 
Mahabut- Jung, Nizam of the Subah, and the Ferd Huckeekut and Muchulca figned' 
conformably thereto, the forms of which are herein fully fet forth, the office of the 
Zemindarry of the Kiflmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar Sautgaum be- 
longing to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, in confideration of the 
fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one rupees (20101) Pcfhcufh, &c. to the 

• Should be the 5th fun. 

T 2 Imperial 
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Imperial Sircar from the month Poofs (anno 1 1 64) in the year one thoufand one hun- 
dred and fixty-four of the Bengal aera, is conferred upon the nobieft of merchants, the 
Englifh Company, 

27 Mahals 
Deroobuft Kiflmut 

15 Mahals 12 Mahals. 

The amount according to the account figned by the Canongoes of the Subah* 

Form of the Jtgn manual. 

Be the Sunnud granted. 

Form of the F*rd Sawal. The Zemindarry of the Kiflmut Purgunnah of Calcutta 
&c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradifeof Nations,, the Subahof 
Bengala, having been conferred on the nobieft of merchants, the Englilh Company, 
the aforefaid Company reprefent that the inhabitants will not be fatisned without the 
grant of a Sunnud > wherefore they defire that the Sunnud may be gracioufly allowed 
them, for which they agree to pay the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one- 
nipees (20x01) Peflicufh, &c. to the Imperial Sircar. In this particular what are your 
commands ? 

27 Mahals. 

Deroobuft*. / Kiflmut. 

1 5 Mahals.. 12 Mahals. 

The amount according to the account, figned by the Canongoes of the Subatu 

Rupees 222,958 10 12 3 

N.B. This is wrote by 
the Royroyau. 

J? 53. Kiflmut Purgannah of Calcutta, &c. of the- 

g ^ Sircar Sautgaum in the Diftridts of the- 

•m & *§* Chucla of Houghly 

» 8, A 2.6 Mahals 



o 



2* Deroobuft. Kiflmuttea.. 



^ 5^ 



S ? 15 Mahak. 11 Mahals., 






2. £* Amount 2*0,166 14 10 1.. 

5" s* Kiflmut Purgannah of Calcutta, Sircar Sauf- 

r ^ gaum Divifion 16 Annas. 

z ^ Mahal Kiflmuttea. 

8 ^ Amount 28,482 6 13. 

g " :% Belonging to the Company 28,361 8 10 1 

§. k> Ditto toRamcunt 120 13 2 3 



1 






•r 



Kiffmut 
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Ktflfmutt Purgannah of Mtigra 
Divifion id Annas* 
Mahal Kiffmuttea. 

Amount 24,504 13 16 



Purgunnah of Khafipoor 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 3,347 32 

Pergunnah df Mundemul 
Divifion 16 Annas* 
Mahal Deroobuft* 

Amount 22,199 5 5 

Purgunnah of Berryhatte 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 6,149 4 l i 

Purgunnah of Ekktiarpooc 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 7,923 1 8 



Pergunnah of Deccan Saugur 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 60 7 u % 



Purgunnah of Shahnagur 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 283 7 14 

Purgunnah of Azimabad 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
• Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 10,000 

Purguonah of Ghur 
Divifion 1 6 Annas* 
Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 7,420 9 15 

Pergunnah of Moodagotcha 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 31,793 1 a. 



*4fr 

Sircar Sautgaum. 



/. 



Sircar ditto.. 



Sircar ditto*. 



Sircar ditto*. 



Sircar ditto* 



Sircar ditto*. 



Sircar ditto* 



Sircar ditto. 



Sircar Saleemabad* 



Sircar ditto*. 



Purgun- 









I 

"Si 



?{ 



i 
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v: Ptffgunnah of Pectcha KqIUc 
Divifion 1 6 Annas* 
Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 3,129 4 15 



» ■ . * 



* • 



j&fcar Saleemabad. 



«-« 
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Pergunnah of Kareejuree 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft 
Amount 562 8 

Kiflmut Pergunnah of Manpoor, 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 

Amount 8947 10 I 1 



Belonging to the Company 8856 3 1 
Ditto Ramcunt 91 9 18 



•« » 
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Kiflmut Purgunnah of Paikan 
Divifion 12 Annas. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 

Amount 6787 10 6 3 



Kiflmut Pergunnah of Amerabad 

Adjacent to Chitpoor 
Divifion 3 Annas. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 
Amount 3650 10 9 

Kiflmut Pergunnah of Havelulhehr 
The village of Seenderpoor 
No divifion. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 
Amount 323 11 8 

Kiflmut Purgunnah of Mahmud Ameepoor 

The Village. 
No divifion. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 
Amount 184 5 10 

Kiflmut Purgunnah of Mob, fait and war 
No divifion. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 

Amount 16702 13 1 



• * 



Pergunnah of Hattiagur 
Divifion 1 6 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobufl. 
Amount 22,119 7 



19 3 



Sircar ditto. 



Sircar ditto* 



Sircar ditto. 



Sircar ditto. 



Sircar ditto. 



• 



Sircar ditto. 



Sircar ditto. 



. V 



Sircar ditto. 



Purgun- 
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-JlP . r JP*gunnah of Meida -,, j, fi ,.* M ....;-.. r. , : S«r Saleemabad. 
- jLu r ^T*vifion 16 Annas. ^ 



Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 4,199 14 10 

Purgunnah of Akbarpoor --•-•- Sircar ditto. 

•:\ j ?*. > Divifion 16 Annas. 

Mahal Deroobuft. 
Amount 2,228 15 15 

Purgunnah of Shahpoor ••*.-- Sircar dittq. 
Divifion 16 Annas. 
Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 3,470 12 2 2 

Kiffmut Purgunnah of Aboab Fouzdarrcc, &c. - - Sircar ditto. 
No divifion. 
2 Mahals Kiflmuttea. 
Amount 1204 12 18 2 

Kiffmut Purgunnah of Aboab Fouzdarrcc and Pefhcufli Congo 
2 Mahals 

Amount - - - - ' - - M74 11 16 3 

Bherjy (transferred) ' • - - - 30 1 1 3 

Sairs Hettiagur, Meida, and Meidonmul, and Moodagotcha* belonging to Coot 
Ekktiapoor. 

Divifion 3 Annas n Gendas. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea* 
Amount 4,501 

Kiffmut Purgunnah of BelUa Buffeindarrec Sircar Sallemabad, named Sahebnagu* 
in the diftridts of the Chucla of Burdwan, containing the Monza Bhilia, and all the 
lands lying on the eaft fide of the river Ganges. 

Divifion io Annas. 
Mahal Kiflmuttea. 
Amount 2,791 11 12 2 

Form ofibejign manual. 
After the receipt of the Muchulca and 
Zaminee, according to cuflom. 
Be the Sunnud granted* 

Form of the Ferd Huckeekut. 

In confequence of the Ferd Sawal, figned by the Glory of the Nobility and Ad- 
miniftration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoflam 6 Dowlah Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan 
Bahader Mahabut Jung, Nazim of the Subah, the form of which is herein fully fet 
forth, the office of the Zemindarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of 
the Sircar Sautganm, &c. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, 
in consideration ci the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one rupees (20,101) 
Pefhcufli, he. to the imperial Sircar, is conferred on the nobleft of merchants, the 
Engliih Company, who have delivered a Muchulca and Zaminee into the books, 
and petition for the Sunnud. In this particular what are you pleaTed to decree ? 

X* 27 Ma- 



ija A-PP.END.l3h 



§i - .'''"'. A ty Mahal*. A 

c I" a Deroobu jl Kifimuttea 



5 f { 6 ^ 15 Mahafe • ia Mihfi*- * < * * 

a ~«£ ^ ** » i Amount^ according to the account figncd bjr 

?£* s ^ . the Canongoes of the'Subah, 

•""Li' * * 

•>» a. s * 



5- 



-I 



Id 

o 
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c £ ? *• It has been viewed. 

Fern if the -Muchulca* dated tbfi- 

We the Englilli Company do declare, that whereas the office of the Zemindarry of 
the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta^ &c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to 
the Paradife of Nations, the Sub ah of fiehgah, in eoifiderafi«i of the fum of twenty 
thoufand one hundred and one rupees (20,101) Pefticufh, &c. to the imperial Sircar, 
from the month Poofs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four of the 
Bengal sera, has been conferred on us, to the end that we attend to the rights and 
cuftoms thereof as is fitting, nor in the le^ft circumftance negledt or with-hold the 
vigilance and care due thereto ; that we deliver into the treafury in the proper times, 
the due rents of the Sircar ; that we "behave in fiich manner to the inhabitants and 
lower fort of people, that by our good management the Aid Purgunnahs may flourift 
and encreafe ; that we fuffer no robbers nor houfebreakers to remain within our di- 
ftritts, and take fuch care of the King's highways, that the travellers and pafTengers 
may pafs and repafs without fear or moleftation ; that (which God forbid) if the ef- 
fe&s of any perfon be plundered or ttolen, we difeover and produce the robbers or 
thieves, together with the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the cri- 
minals to condign punifhment, or elfe that we ourfelves be refponfible for the f^id 
goods. That we take efpecial care, that no one be guilty of any crime or drunken- 
ncfs within the limits of our Zemindarry. That after the expiration of the year We 
take a diicharge according to cuftom, and that we deliver the accounts of our Ze- 
mindarry agreeable to the ftated forms every year, into the Dufter Cana of the Sir- 
car ; and that we refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the imperial court, 
the afylum of the world. 

For this reafon we have given this writing as a Muchulca and agreement, tkiftr* * r 
upon any occafion recourfe may be had thereto. 

27 Mahals. 

Deroobuft. KiiTmuttca. 

15 Mahals. 12 Mahals. 

Amount 222958 10 2 3 

Form of thejign manual. 
It is accepted. 
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Ftm •/ tbi fmfook Hazir Zamjhue* dated 

I --*-- do declare, that whereas the office of die Zemmdarry of the 

Kiffinut Purgunnah of Calcutta^ &c. of the Sircar Sautgaum,. &c. belonging to the 
Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengafa, has been conferred on the noblefl: of 
merchants, the Engfflh Company ; I being appointed the perfonal fecurity for the 
faid Company with the Sircar, do agree, and give this writing, that the afbrefaid 
Company fhall be prefent, and execute the fun&ions of their Zemindarry ; if they 
fhall abfent themfelves, I will make them appear ; but if at any time I atp not able 
to make them appear, I will be refponfible for their compacts r for this reafon I have 1 
given this writing as a Tomfook Hazir Zammee, that upon any occafion recourfe mity 
be had thereto. r ' 

Form of ttiefgn manuals 
Signed* 

Form of the agreement for the Pejhcujb, &fr.. to the imperial Sircar* 

Account of the agreement for the Pefhcufh, &c. made for obtaining the grant of 
the Sunnud, for the Zemindarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the 
Sircar Sautgaum, &c. in the name of us the Englifh Company, for the year 1165* 
of the Bengal sera. 

201 01 Rupees Pefhcufh <■'-■/ 

Pelhcufhof the Imperial Sircar^ I a *o*' ' , 

Nezeranna Subahdarree, 5000 rupees* 

Vizier's Fees, 
3000 

Rupees 222,938 10 2 3 

Mem. Here follows, in the original, a defciiptfori of the particulars of the feveral 
Purgunnahs a& before fpecified* 



No. XLV*. 
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Sunnud for the free Tenure of the Town of Calcutta >&c. to the Honourable Eaft 
India Company, given under the Seal of the Nabob Allah 8 Daw la Meer Ma- 
•homed Saddoc Khan Bahader Ajjud Jung, Dewan of the Subah of Bengah 

To the Muttafcddees for the affairs for the time being and to come, and to the 
Zemindars, and Chowdrahs, and Taalookdars, and Canongoes of the Mouza of Go-» 
vindpoor, &c. in the diftridts of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, belonging to the Para- 
dife of Nations, the Subah of Bengahu Be it known, that, in confequence of the Ferd 
Sawal, figned by the glory of the nobility and adminiflration, Shujah.ul Mulucfc 
Hoflam 6 Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, Nazim of 
the Subah, and the Ferd Huckeekuf and Muchulca. figned conformable thereto, the 
forms of which are herein fully fet forth, the rents of the aforefaid Mouzas, &c. which: 
adjoin to the fa&ory of the moft noble of merchants, the Englifh Company, amount- 
ing to eight thoufend eight hundred and thirty-fix rupees, and fomething more, 
from the * */t of Rabbi ul Sauni 5th Sun, according to the endorfement, are forgiven, 
to the end that they provide for the defence of their fa&oiy, and the iafeguard of the 

• Beginning of December, 1758. 

U fea- 
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fea-ports herewith. It is their (the Muttafeddees, &c.) duty to defift from all claims 
for the rents, nor in any way, nor by any means, opprefs . or difturb them. In this 
particular l>e they .pundbnaK .*• . T r -. 



r 

. i " ■ \ « 



Dated ~as above. 



<* ./>'i. .1 . , t*> " - ' r 






■■»/ 



r * i ■ . .. r , • -: ; . + Let the cndoifementbe wrote. 

« • • • ? • 

*•{.-.■•. • , * • 

Partmlm of the Enderfemnti 



% <« ' ilk 11. .1 >!#•! 



In confcquence of the Fqrd Sawal, figned by the glory of the nobility and admini* 
feratioq, Shujahoil Muluck Hoflam o Dpwl,a Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader 
Mahabut Jung, Nazim of the Subali and the Ferd Huckeekut and Muchulca, figned 
conformably ^hea;eto, the forms of which are herein fully fet forth; the rents of the 
Mouza of Govindpoor, &c. in the diftridts of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. be- 
longing tb the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, and dependent on the 
Khalfa Shereefa, and the Jaghire $£ the Sircar, .which adjoin to the faftory of the 
nobleft of m&t&knb; the E^gfifli'-Gbmpaily, amounting to' 'eight thoufand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-fix rupees .and fomething more,, from the + latter feafon of Oodaeel, 
in the ye&ir el^eA'^ndffed and fixty-four (1164) of the Bengal sera, are forgiven the 
nobleft of mfcrcKaiits aforfefaid. 
1 fc - w ' • . .. r . v — ^f 0l J2is"aiid* Mahals 22 l ~ 

Mouzas 2o|, Mahals (4 Markets) 2 
The amount according to the Ff rd figned by the Canongoes of the Subah. 

" Form oftbejign manual. 

Be the Sunnud granted. 
... Sorm pf ft* Ferd 'S&waL . - 

The nobleft of merchants, the Englifh Company, feprefent, that the faftory for 
carrying on their trade in the Purguimaji of Calcutta, lying near the fea, and being 
liable to continual alarms and interruptions from the enemy, for their defence they 
have made a tank of water round their factory, and left an efplanade on all fides at 
the diftance of a cannon-fliot, arid that the Mouza of Govindpoor, &c. in the di- 
ftri&s of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sir car of Sautgaum, belonging to the 
Pqradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, dependent on the Khalfa Shereera and Jag- 
hire of the Sircar, adjoin thereto ; they requeft that a Sunnud, exempting them from 
' the payment of the rents thereof, be granted them. In this particular what are your 
commands ? 

Mouzas 20 t* Mahals (2 Markets) 2 

Amounting, according to the account figned by Canongoes of the Subah, to, 
8836 4 3 2 rupees. 

Mouza of Govindpoor, &c. belonging to the Purgunnah of Calcutta. Mouzas 
with Kiflmutteas. 12. 

In all 6 1 Mouzas. Amount 2542 14 2 3. 

f This it wrote by the Roy-royan. } In the original 

Fefiet Kruff. 

Kerria 
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Kerria Kiffmutt of Govindpbor 
^fouzaof 8 annas?— Amount' 338 11 16 2 Jaghire. 

Kerria Kiflmutt of Mirzapoot 
'Mouza of 8 annas— Amount 1 3 1 10 17 3. 

Kerria Kiflmutt of Gunnifpdor, in the bounds of the 
Molunga of the Khalfa 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 171 13 19 2. 

Kenia Kiflmutt of Chowrungee of the Jaghire 
Mouza of 8 annas—*- Amount 44 8 2 2. 

Kerria Kiflmutt of Dhulland 
Mouza of fl annas*— Amount 127 u n 2. 

Kerria Kiflmutt of Jella Colunda 
Mouza of 8 annas—- Amount 266 2 13 o. 

Kerria Kiflmutt of Dftela Danghee of the Jaghire 
Mouza of 1 2-:annas— Amount 582 15 6 3. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Anhattee of the Jaghir -i 
Mouza of 6 annas— Amount 184 13 16 1. 

Kerria Salduah of the Jaghire 
One Mouza— Amount 355 13 n o. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharee Birjhee 
Mouza of 6 annas — Amount 63 2 4 2+ 

Kerria Kifpoorperra of the Jaghire 
One Mouzar— Amount 191 o 5 o. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharee Serampoor of the Jaghire 
Mouza of 4 annas — Amount 34 5 17 i* 

Kiffmutt Mouza of Dhellunt, &c belonging to the 
Purgunnth of Paikan 
Twelve Mouzas, including Kiffmutteas, in all 6 i Mouzas 
of the Khalfa — Amount 1894 420. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Dhellunt 
Mouza of 8 annas — -Amount 253 10 I2 X. 
» Kerria Kiffmutt of Soota Lootee 

Mouza of 6 annas— Amount 1 1 3 7 1 x. 

Kerria Kiffmutt Govindpoor 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount r6i 3 13. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Chowrungee 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 97 7 . 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Mirzapoor 
Mouza of S annas — Amount 1 jo 8 8 1. 

Kerria Hocul Koorea 
One Mouza — Amount 178 12 1. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Deccan Paikparra 
Mouza of 2 annas*— Amount 15 9 15* 
<-; Kerria Kiffmutt of Dhela Danghee 

Mouza of 4 annas— Amount 1 56 13 6* 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Anhattee 
Mouza 10 annas — Amount 218 10 12 

Kerria Kiffmurt of Jella Colunda 
Mouza ofSannas^Amount 147 2 16 I. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharee Birjhee 
Motoa of 1 o annas— Amount 227 2 2* 

U 2 Kerria 
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Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharee Serampoor ■'■ 

Mouza of 12 annas— Amount 123 12 7. 
Mouza of Shimla, &c. belonging to the Purgunnah of 

Manpoor 
Three Mouzas entire of the Khalfe — Amount 331 15 n« 
Kerria Shimla one Mouza— -Amount 121 15 3 2. 
Kerria Maukhund one Mouza — Amount 180 4 13 2« 
Kerria Aiadlnghu one Mouza — Amount 29 11 14. 

Mouza of the town of Calcutta, &c, belonging to the 
Purgunnah of Ameer-abad 
Six and a half Mouzas and Mahals— Amount 4008 10 1 u 

Kerria of the * town of Calcutta 
One Mouza — Amount 1376 13 7 2. 

Kerria Kifimutt of Soota Lootee 
Mouza of 10 annas — Amount 1392 9 14 2. 

Kerria Kiffmut of Deccan Paikparra 
Mouza of 14 annas of the Jaghire — Amount 479 2 2* 

Kerria of Birjhee 
One Mouza of the Jaghire— Amount 114 7 2 2. 

Kerria of Serampoor 
One Mouza of the Jaghire— Amount 50 13 15 2. 

Market of Soota Lootee 
One Mahal of the Khalfa — Amount 272 2 2. 

Market of Govindpoor 
One Mahal of the Khalfa — Amount 322 12 5 2. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Aboab Fouzdaree of the town of 
Calcutta, &c. — Amount 8 3 18 1. 

Form of the Jign manual, 
The Muchulca being taken according to the form. 

Be the Sunnud granted. 

Mem. Here follows the Fcrd Huckeekut, and alfo the Muchulca of the Company, 
which are in the fame form as thofe in the Sunnud foregoing for the Company'* Ze- 
xnindarry. 

No. XLVL 
A Treaty between the Nabob Meer Mahomed CoJJim Khan, and the Comp&ny. 



Company's 
Seal.. 



Meer Mahomed 

Coffim Khan 

Bahader's Seal. 



Two treaties have been written of the fame tenor and reciprocally exchanged, con- 
taining the articles undermentioned, between Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, 
and the -f-Nabob Shums 6 Dowla Governor, and the reft of the Council for the affairs 
of the Engliih Company, and during the life of Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Ba- 
hader, and the duration of the factories of the Englifh Company in this country, this 

* In the original it it Dhcc Calcutta. t Governor VaafitUut* 

agreement 
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agreement fliall remain in force. God is witnefs between tis, thajfcthe following articles 
fliall in no wife be infringed by either party, 

i. The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader lhall continue in pof- 
feffionof his dignities, and all affairs be tranfadted in his name, and a fuitable income 
fliall be allowed for his expences* 

2. The Neabut of the Subahdarree of Bengal,* Azim-abad, and Oriffa, &c. lhall be 
conferred by his excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader ; 
he fliall be veiled with the adminiftration of all affairs of the provinces, and, after, his 
Excellency ihall fucceed to the government. 

3. Betwixt us and Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, a firm friendfliip and 
union is eftabliflied, his enemies are our enemies, and his friends are our friends. 

4. The Europeans and Telingas, of the Engliih army fliall be ready to affift the 
Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, in the management of all affairs ; and in 
all affairs dependent on him, they fliall exert themfelves to theutmoft of their abilities. 

5. For all charges of the Company and of the faid army and provifions for the field, 
&c. the lands of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, lhall be affigned, and 
Sunnuds for that purpofe fliall be written and granted. The Company is to Hand to 
all lofles, and receive all the profits of thefe three countries, and we will demand no 
more than the three alignments aforefaid. 

6. One half of the Chunam produced at Silhet for three years, fliall be purchafed 
by the Gomaftahs of the Company, from the people of the government, at the 
cuftomary rate of that place. The tenants and inhabitants of thofe diftri&s fliall re* 
ceive no injury. 

7. The ballance of the former Tuncaw fliall be paid according to the Kiftbundee 
agreed upon with the Roy-royan ; the jewels which have been pledged, lhall be re- 
ceived back again. 

8. We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle in the lands of the Engliih 
Company, neither fliall the tenants of the Company be allowed to fettle in the lands of 
the Sircar. 

9. We will give no prote&ion to the dependents of the Sircar in the lands or in the 
factories of the Company, neither lhall any protection be given to the dependents of 
the Company in the lands of the Sircar ; and whofoever fliall fly to either party for re- 
foge, fliall be delivered up. 

10. The meafures for war or peace with the Shah-zada, and railing fupplies of 
money, and the concluding both thefe points fliall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient lhall be put in execution ; and it lhall be? fo con- 
trived by the joint counfels, that he be removed from this country, nor fufferfed to get 
any footing in it. Whether there be peace with the Shah-zada, or not, our agree- 
ment with Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, we will (by the grace of God) 
inviolably obferve as long as the Englifli Company's factories continue in this 
country. 

Dated the 17th of the month Seflfer in the 1174th year of the Hegira, or 27 th 
September, 1760. 

Sign manual of Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan. 

This was fealed on the 18th of the month Seffer, 
in the eleven hundred and leventy-fourth of the 
Hegira, and the propofals are agreed to. 

• ♦ Or Babaf. 



" • . ■• • >• 



No. 
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No. XLVIL 

Sunnud under the fed of the Nabob Naffer u> Muluck Imteaz o Dowla Nejferat 

Jung, Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Babader. 

To the Zemindars, Canongoes, Taalookdars, tenants, hu {band men, and chtefi* 
of the villages of the Purgunnah of Burdwan, &c. the Zemindarry of the Rajah. 
Tilluckchund, in the diftridts of the Subah of Bengal. Be it known, that whereas 
divers wicked people have traiteroufly ftretched forth their hands to plunder the fub- 
je<3:s and wafte the royal dominions ; for this reafon, the faid Purgunnah, &c. isr 
granted to the Englifh Company, in part of difburfement of their expences, and thfc 
monthly maintenance of five hundred European horfe, two thoufand European foot," 
and eight thoufand Sepoys, which are to be entertained for the protection of the royaL 
dominions ; let the above officers quietly and contentedly attend and pay to the per- 
fons appointed by the Englifh Company, the ftated revenues, and implicitly fubmit itt 
all things to their authority. And the office of the collector of the Engliih Company 
is as follows : They fliall continue the Zemindars and tenants in their places, regular- 
ly collect the revenues of the lands, and deliver them in monthly for the payment of 
the expences of the Company, and the pay of the above-mentioned forces, that they 
may be always ready, chearfully and vigoroufly to promote the affairs of the king. Let 
this be pundtually obferved. 

Dated the- 4th of the moon Rabbi ul Awuul, 1 ft fun, anfwering to the ift of the' 
month Cartic, 11 76, Bengal fly le. 

N. B. The Sunnuds for the Chuckla of Midnapoor in the diftridts of the Subah 
of Orifla, and for the Tannah of Iflamabad or Chittagong appertaining to the Subah 06 
Bengal, are worded as the above. 

» 

Sunnud under tbefeal of the Nabob Naffer ul Muluck, 6?r. 

To the Droga of Chunam, to the Naib of Silhet. Be it known, that whereas the 
Engliih Company are conftrudting a fort in Calcutta, and meet with great obstacles ia 
finifhing that work, in the want of (tone Chunam ; for this reafon it is ordered, that of 
whatever quantity of Chunam is produced at that place, one half (the price thereof be- 
ing received agreeable to the rate of that place) be delivered to the Gomaftahs of 
the Englifh Company for the term of three years, that no delays may be occafioned 
in finifhing the fort aforefaid ; and the other half is to be fent for the Sircar. Let this 
be pundtually obferved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi ul Awuul, ifl fun, anfwering to the ift of the 
month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftyle. 

. No. XLVIIL 

Articles of an intended Treaty, between the Governor and Council of Fori 
William, on the part of the Englifh Eafl India Company, and Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Ally Khan Babader \ drawn up by a- Committee of the Council in Mr. 
Fanfit tart's government, and dated july 6, 1763. 

1 ft, To confirm to the Company the ceffion of the provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 
napoor and Chittagong, made by Meer Coflim, either by Jagheeree, Sunnuds, or 

fuch 
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fuch deeds as may fecure the property of them, in the ftrongeft manner, to the Com- 
pany for ever. 

2dly, To ratify and confirm to the EnglHh, the privilege granted by their Fir- 
maun, and feveral Hufbulhookums, of carrying on their trade by means of their oyra 
Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes and impofitions, in all parts of the country, 
excepting the article of fait, on which, according to a rcfolution already taken, we 
agree to pay a duty of two and a half per Cent, on the Rowana or Hoogly market 
price. 

3dly, That he do grant to the Company, the exclufive right of purchafing the 
faltpetre of the province of Poornea; that he do alfo grant to them, for the fpace of 
five years, the lole privilege of making Chunam, in the province of Silhett ; half 
whereof fhall be delivered to the Fouzdar there, for the Nabob's ufe, at the rate 
which the prime coft and charges may amount to. 

4thly, That the troops of the Englifli army fhall always be ready to be employed 
in the fervice of the Nabob, for the fupport of his government, and the defence of 
his country ; the Nabob on his part fhall agree, that ht will maintain in his pay, .no 
greater number of troops than 6000 horfe, and 12000 effective foot, for the protect 
tion of his frontiers, and colledion of his revenues. 

5thly, That wherever he fhall think proper to fix his court, he fhall agree to a 
body of our forces being always cantoned near his perfon, for the fecurity thereof, and 
prote&ion of his government; and that a Company's fervant fhall refide at his court, 
to tranfad: any affairs between the Company and the government. 

6thly, That the late Perwannahs iffyed ojit by Coffim Ally Khan, granting toj all 
merchants the exemption of all duties for the fpace of two years, Aall be reverted an4 
called in, as they are detrimental to the revenues of the government, and highly de- 
ftrudtive of the immunities enjoyed by the Company from their Firmaun. 

7thly. That the Nabob fhall engage to caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to 
pafs in every refpeft throughout his government without any dedudion, equally ' the 
feme with the rupees ftruck in his own mint. 

8thly, That he fhall defray all the expences and lofs accruing to the Company from 
the war, and ftoppage of their iriveflment, and reimburfe to all private perfons, the 
amount of the authenticated lofles, which they may fuftaio in their trade in thtf 
country. 

9thly, That for the former purpofe, he fhall give thirty lacks of rupees ; for the 
latter, ten lacks of rupees. 

iothly, That the moft authentic account of thefe lofles fhall be laid before a Com* 
mittee of the Board; and that all fums of money which may exceed the loflei 
fuftained by the Company and private perfons, fhall be faithfully reftored to the' 
Nabob. 

nthly, That whatever treafure or effe&s may be feized at Mongheer or elfewhere, 
belonging to Coffim Ally Khan, the Nabob fhall be put in poffeffion of, to enable 
him to make good the ftipulations in the ninth article. 

I2thly, That if we fhould not be fo fortunate as to feize Coffim Ally Khan's trea- 
fure and effe&s, the Nabob fhall affign over the revenues of certain lands for making 
good the fums ftipulated. 

i3thly, That the treaty entered into between the Nabob and the Dutch, in the 
year 1760, to which we, by the defire of both parties, figned as guarantees, fhall, 
after his reftoration to the government, be renewed ; and with regard to th,c French, 
he fhall engage, that when they come to re-eftablifh themfelves in Bengal, they fhall 
not be permitted to build forts, or keep up any forces, or hold aoy territories what* 
ever, exclufive of their trading fa&ories. 

No. 
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No. XLIX. 

Articles of a Treaty and Agreement between the Governor and Council of Port 
William, on the part of the Englijh Eaji India Company, and the Nabob 
Shujah ul Muluck Hojfam 6 D trivia Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader 
Mahabut Jung. 



Company's 
Large Seal. 



The Seal of the Nabob Meer 

Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader 

Mahabut Jung, &c. 



—01 



On the part of the Company. 

We engage to reinftate the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan* Bahader, in the 
Subahdarree of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar^and Oriffa, by the depofal of Meer Maho- 
med Coffim Khan ; and the effedts, treafure, and jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Maho- 
med Coffim Khan, which fhall fall into our hands, fhall be delivered up to the Nabob 
aforenamed. 

On the part of the Nabob 

1. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company upon my acceffion tot 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and reputation of the Company, their 
Governor, and Council, as my own, granting Perwannahs for the currency of the 
Company's bufinefs ; the fame treaty I .now confirm and ratify, 

2. I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying the expences of their 
troops, the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong > which were before 
ceded for the fame purpofe. 

j. I do ratify and confirm to the Englifh the privilege granted them by their 
Firmaun and fevcral Hufbulhookums,. of carrying on their trade by means of their owi* 
Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or impofitions, in all parts of the country, ex-, 
cept the article of fait, on which a duty of ai per Cent, is to be levied on the Rowana 
or Hoogfy market price. 

4. I give to the Company half the faltpetre which is produced in the country of 
Poornea, which their Gomaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta. The other half fhall be col- 
le&ed by my Fouzdar, for the ufe of my offices 1 and I will fuffer no other perfon to 
make purchafes of this article in that country. 

5. In the Chuclah of Silhet for the fpace of five years, commencing with the Ben- 
gal year 1 1 70, my Fouzdar and the Company's Gomaflah, fhall jointly prepare Chunaoi*, 
of which each fhall defray half the expences ; and half the Chunam fa made fhall bct\ 
given to the Company, and the other half fhall be for my ufe. 

6. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand foot in the three pro- 
vinces. If there fhould be occafion for any more, the number fhall be increafed by oon^ 
fent of the Governor and Council proportionably to the emergency. Befides thefe, the 
forces of the Englifh Company fhall always attend me when they are wanted. 

7. Wherever I fhall fix my court, either at Murfhed-abad, or elfewhere, I will ad* 
vife the Governor and Council ; and what number of Englifh forces I may have occa- 
fion for in the management of my affairs, I will demand them, and they fhall be allow- 
ed 
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«ed me ; and an Englilh gentleman lhall refide with me to tranfadfc all affairs between 
mc ahd the Company : and a perfon fhall alfo refide on my part at Calcutta, to nego- 
tiate with the Governor and Council. 

8. The late Perwannahs iffued by Coffim Ally Khan, granting to all merchants the 
'exemption of all duties for the fpace of two years, lhall be reverted and called in, and 
the duties colleded as before. 

9. I vfrill caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every refpeft equal to the 
Siccas of Moorlhed-abad, without any deduction of Batta ; and whofbever lhall demand 
Batta, lhall be punifhed. 

10. I will give thirty lacks of rupees, to defray all the expences and lofs accru- 
ing to the Company from the war and flop page of their inveftment; and I will re- 
imburfe to all private perfons the amount of fuch loffes proved before the Gover- 
nor and Council, as they may fiiftain in their trade in the country; if I Ihould not 
be able to difcharge this in ready money, I will give alignments of land for the 
kmount. 

• 1 1. I will confirm and renew the treaty which I formerly made with the Dutch. 
1 1*2. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to eredt any fortifi- 
fcattons, maintain forces, hold lands, Zemindarries, &c. but they lhall pay tribute and 
Carry on thehr tradfe as in former times. 

13: Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for deciding all difputes 
which may arife between the Englilh agents and Gomaftahs in the different parts of the 
country, and my officers. 

V In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our hands and af- 
fixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the Nabob aforenamed hath fet 
Ms hand and feal. to another part hereof; which were mutually done and interchanged, 
at Fort William, the 10th day "of July 1763. 

Signed, 

HENRY VANSITTART. . JOHN CARNAC. WILLIAM BILLERS. 
WARREN HASTINGS. RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. HUGH WATTS, 



m r .* » •».. « •* ■ 



Demands made on the pari of the Nabob Mser Mahomed Jaffier Khan, and agreed tbbytbt 

Council, at the time ofjigning the Treaty. 

x. I formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of my own affairs, and 
received frorfi them repeated letters or encouragement and kindnefs, with prefents.i I ,: 
now make this requeft, that you will write in a proper manner to the Company, and alfo 
to the King of Englandj the particulars of our friendlhip and union, and procure; for 
mt tvritihgs and encouragement, that my mind may be allured from that quarter, that % . 
no breach may ever happen between me and the Englilh, and that every Governor, 
Counfellor, and Chiefs of the Englilh, that are here or may hereafter come, may be ! 
well difpofed and' attached to me. 

2. Since all the Englilh gentlemen allured of my friendly dilpofitioh to to the Com* 
Tpany, confirm me in the Nizamut, I requeft that to whatever I may at any time write, 
they will give their credit and aflent, nor regard the ftories of defigning meit to my 
prejudice, that all my affairs "may go on with fuccefs, and rto occafion may arife for 
jealoiify or ill-will between us* 
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3. Let no protection be given by any of the Englifh gentlemen to any of my de- 
pendents, who may fly for ihelter to Calcutta, or other of your difhi&s ; but let 
them be delivered up to me on demand. I fhall ftridtly enjoin all my Fouzdars and 
Aumils on all accounts, to afford afliftance and countenance to fuch of the Gomaftahs 
of the Company as attend to the lawful trade of their fa<£tories ; and if any of the faid 
Gomaftahs fhall adt othcrwife, let them be checked in fuch a manner as maybe an ex- 
ample to others, 

4. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of their Purgun- 
nahs bordering upon each other, it happens that on complaints being made, people 

;o againft the Taalookdars, Ryots, and tenants of my town, to the prejudice of the bu- 
inefs of the Sircar ; wherefore let flridt orders be given that no perfon be fent from 
Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Taalookdars or tenants ; but on fuch 
occafions let application be made to me or the Naib of the Fouzdarry of Hoogly, 
that the Company may be fubjed to no lofs or devaftations. And if any of the traders 
which belonged to the Buckfbunder and Azimgunge,. and have fettled in Calcutta, 
Ihould be defirous of returning to Hoogly, and carrying on their bufinefs there as 
formerly, let no one moleft them. Chandernagore and the French factory were pre* 
fented to me by Colonel Clive, and given by me in charge to Ameer Beg Khaa : for this 
reafon, let ftrift orders be given that no Englifh gentleman exercife any authority there- 
in, but that it remain as formerly under the junfdiftion of my people. 

5. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and Council for my affiitance^ 
let them be immediately fent me, and no demand made on me for their expences. 

The demands of Nabob Shujak ul Muluck Hoflam 6 Dowlah, Mcer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, written in five articles, we, the Prefident and 
Council of the Englifh Company, do agree, and fet our hands to> in Fort William* 
the 10th July, 1763. 

Signed, 

HENRY VANSITTART. WILLIAM BILLERS. JOHN- CARTIER. 
WARREN HASTINGS; RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. HUGH WATTS. 



No. L. 

• 

Nabob Mger Mahomed Jq/fier Ally Khan's Note y for the payment of Jive lacks 
of rupees per month, for the expences of the Company s troops during the 
war with Shujahul Dowlah. Dated September i6th> 1764* 

Account of money fettled for the expences of the European and Sepoys, the ar- 
tillery, and the raifing of the cavalry, which fhall be paid a month, fooner or, later,, 
according to the particulars under-mentioned, t from the beginning of the month 
Seffer (3 1 ft July, 1764, of the 5th year of the reign,) till the removal: of the troubles, 
with the Vizier ; viz. 



---»- — ^ . — ^»_ — , . ____ 

In the province of Bengal, at Moorfhed-abad 
J& the province of Bahar, at Patna 



— 3P°*ooo 

— - 200,COO , 

Total rupees 500,000 

Written 
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\ ,; Written the 19th of Rabbi ul Awvul, thfc 5&h year of the >loos, ( 16th September 

N r B» I will include in the aforefaid fum, whatever balance may be due from md 
on accpunt of my former agreement with the Company. 

%'■'•■' 

No. LI. 

A. 

Propofals made by the King Shah Aalum* and enciofed in a letter from Major 
He&or Munro to the Prefdent and Council at Bengal, dated from the camp 
*t Bendres, ibe ltd tfNwember* ^64. 

1 ■ 

- -, - • * ■ - 

If this country is to be kept, put me in pofleffion of it, ahd leave a fmaH detach* 
tnent of the troops with me, to thow that I am protected by the Englifh, and they* 
fttall be at my expence, that if any enemy come at any titae againft me,. 1 wiH makii 
fuch cortnedtions in the country that with my own troops, and the aforementioned 
fitaall detachment, will defend the country, without any farther affiftance from the 
Englifh, and I wftl pay them of the revenues of the countty what fam they fhafi <Je- 
mand yearly. If the Englifh will, contrary to their intereft, make peace with the Vizier, 
1 wifl go to Dehly, for I cannot think of returning again into the hands of a man 
Who has ufed me fo iH. I have no fridids I depend on more than the Englifh ; thdr 
former behaviour to me will make me ever refpeft and regard them; uow is their 
time to be in pofleffion of a country abounding with riches and freafure : I ftiafl be 
fatisfied with whatever fhare they pleafe of it. The Rohillas were always enemies to 
the imperious Vizier, they are all my friends. 

B. 

Articles to be executed by the King> iuckfed in a letter from the Preftdent and Council at 
Bengal \ to Major Heftor Monro^ commander in chief of the army ; fent the 6tb De- 
cember 1*764. 

In confideration of the affiftance and fidelity of the Englifh Company, which has 
freed us from the inconveniencies we laboured uAder, and ftrengthened the founda- 
tions of the empire which God has given us, we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant 
to the Englifh Company our royal favours according to the following articles, which 
(hall remain firm both in prefent and in future. 

As the Englifh Company have been put to a great expence, and their affairs ex- 
pofed to danger, by the war which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, unjuflly and contrary 
to our royal pleafure waged againft them ; we have therefore affigned to them the 
country of Ghazepoor, and the reft of the Zemindarry of Bulwant Sing, belorigihg to 
theNizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and the regulation and government 
thereof, we have given to their difpofal, in the fame imnner as it was in the Nabob 
Shujah ul Dowla's. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms with the chiefs of the 
Englifh Company, is, according thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company; and the 
amount fhall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but fhall be expunged 
from them. The army of the Englifh Company having joined out ftandard, 'fhall 
put us in pofleffion of Allah-abad, and the reft of the countries belonging to the Niza- 
mut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla ; and the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bul- 
want Sing's Zemindarry, fhall be in our entire management and difpofel. 

X 2 As 
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"" As the Ehglifh Company will lie at a further expenGe in putting us in'poffeffionfoF 
Allaha-bad, and the reft of the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, we will 
therefore, as we get pofleffion, grant to them out of our treafury, fuch a proportion of 
the revenues as the exigencies of our affairs will admit of; and when we are put i» 
full pofleffion, we will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company in this bufinefs,, 
from the time of their joining our royal ftandardL 

C. 

FimattH, executed by the King. Dated December z$tb % 1764. 

AstheEnglifli Company have been put to great expence, and their affairs expofe<£ 
to danger by the war which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla unjuftly and contrary to our 
royal pleafure waged againft them ; we have therefore affigned to them the country 
of Ghazepoor, and the reft of the Zemindarry of Rajah Bulwant Sing,, belonging to 
the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and. the regulation and government 
thereof we have given to their difpofal, in the lame manner as it was in the Nabob 
Shujah. ul Dowla's. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms with the chiefs of the 
Englilh Company, is, according thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company. 

The army of the Englifh Company having joined our ftandard, fhall put us in pof* 
fefiion of Ailah-abad and the reft of the countries belonging to the Nizamut of the 
Nabob Shujah ul Dowla ;. and the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing's 
Zemindarry, fhall be in our entire. management and difpofal. 

I* becomes the Company to fliew their grateful fenfe of out royal favours, and to 
exert thcmfelves to the utmoft in the proper management and regulation of the counr 
try, to encourage and befriend our fubjc&s, to punifli the contentious, and expel the 
rebellious from their territories. They muftufe their beft endeavours to promote the 
welfare of our people, the Ryots and other inhabitants, to prohibit the ufe of things of: 
an intoxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by the law of God ; in driving out 
enemies, in deciding caufes, and fettling matters- agreeably to the rules of Mahomed 
ata<! the few of the elnpire, fo that the inhabitants may apply themfelyes, with peace of 
mind and fatisfadtion, to the cultivation of the country, and the exercife .of .other their, 
profeflkms, and that the weak may not labour under o^preffion. and violcnqe. They 
will confider thefe as our ftridt injunQrions. 
Written on the 4th day of Rejub, the 6th year of the. reign. December 29th, 1764%- 

No. LII. ; 

Articles, of a treaty and agreement concluded Between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William, on the part of the Englijh Eaji India. Company, and the 
Nabob Nudj urn ul Dowla. Dated in February r 1765. 

- ' i J.. 

r Ox the Part of the Company* 

We the 
the Subahdarrce 

therein with the Company's forces ag; 
Jceep up fuch force as may be neceilary, effectually to aiHft and fupport him in the 
.defence of the provinces ; and as our troops will be more to be depended on than any 
the Nabob can have, and lefs cxpenfive to him^ he need therefore entertain none but 

fuch 
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fuch as are Vcquifite for the fupport of the civil officers of his government, and thfr 
bufinefs-of his collections through the different diftri&s* 

We do further promife, that, in confideration the Nabob fhall continue to aflift in 
defraying the extraordinary expences of the war now carrying pn againft Shujah ul 
Dowla> with five lacks of rupees per month, which was agreed -to by hU * father, that 
whatever funis may be hereafter received of the King, on. account of our afliftance 
afforded him in the war, {hall be repaid to the Nabob- 

On the Pari of lie Nabob. 

In confideration of the afliftance the Governor and Council have agreed "to afford, . 
in fecuring/to me the fucceffion xtx the Subahdarree of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, here- 
tofore held by my father, the late Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khan, and fupporting ipe 
in it againft all my enemies, I do agree and bind myfelf to the faithful performance of 
the following: articles. 

: ift.. The. treaty which my father formerly concluded ^vith theCompany f upon his 
firft acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and. reputation of the 
Company and of their. Governor and Council as. his own, and granting Purwannahs 
for the currency of the Company's trade, the fan^e treaty, as far as is confiftent with 
the articles hereafter agreed to,. I do hereby ratify and confirm* 

2. Confidering the weighty charge of government, and how eflential it is -for 
myfelf, for the welfare of the country, and for. the Company's bufinefs, that I fhould 
have a perfoa who has had 'experience therein; to advife and aflift me, I do agree to 
have one fixed with me, with the .advice of the Governor and Council, in the ftation 
of Naib Subah, who., fhall accordingly have, immediately under me, the chief. ma-» 
nagementof all affairs:. And as Mahomed Rcza Khan, the Naib of Dacca, has in 
every refpeft my. approbation, and that, of the. Governor and Council,! do further 
agree, that this truftfhall be conferred on him i and J will not difplace him without 
the acquiefcenccr.of thofe gentlemen : And- in^afc any alteration in this .appointment 
fhould. hereafter appear advifeable, thati Mahpiqed Reza Khan,, provided he has acr 
quitted himfelf with fidelity in his administration, fha.ll,, in fuch cafe, be reinftated in 
thcNaiWhip of Dacca, with the fame authority, as heretofore. 

3. The bufinefs of the collections of the revenues fhall, under the Naib Subah, 
he divided into two or more branches as may appear proper : And as I have the fulleft 
dependence and confidence on the attach ment of the Englifh, and their regard to my 
intereft and dignity, and am defirous of giving them every tcftimony thereof, I do 
further content, that . the appointment and difni'ffioi) of the Muttafeddees of thofe 
branches, and the allotment of their feveral diftridis, fhall be with the approbation of 
the Governor and Council. And confidering how much men of my rank and ftation 
are obliged to truft to the eyes and recommendations of the fervants about them, and 
how liable to be deceived, it is my further will, that the Governor and Council fhall 
he at liberty to object and point put to me when improper peoplc.are cntrufted, or 
where my officers and fubjedts.arcoppreflcd ; and, I will pay a proper regard to fuch 
reprefentations, that my affairs may be conducted with honour, my people every where 
be happy, and their grievances be rcdrefied. 

...■4; 1 do confirm to the Company, as a fixed refonrce for defraying the ordinary 
txpences of their troops, the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, in 
as full a manner as heretofore ; ceded by, my father J. The fnm of five lacks of Sicca 
rupees per month for their maintenance, was further agreed to be paid by my lather; 
I. agree to pay the lame out of my treafnry, whiHt the exigency .for keeping up (6 
large an army continues When the Company's occafions will admit a diminution of 
-*■:., * ' M ' the 
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ihe expences they are. put te, on account of thofe troops, the Governor and Council will 
then relieve me from iuch a proportion of thisaffignment, as the increafed expences inr 
curred by keeping up the whole-force necelfary for the defence of the provinces will admit 
of; and *s I efteem the Company's trooj* entirely equal thereto and as my own, X 
will only maintain luch as -are iitomecHately ndceffary for the dignity of my perfon and 
government, and chebufinefs of my collisions throughout th« provinces. 

5. I do ratify and confirm to the £nglifh the privilege granted them .by tfceir 
Firmaun and feveral Huibulhookums of carrying on their trade by means of their 
own Dufluck, free from all duties, taxes, or impdfitions in all parts of the country, 
excepting in the article of fait, on which a duty of z\r per Cent, is to be levied on 
thi Kowana or Hobgly market price. ' 

' ' -6. I give to the Company the liberty of purchasing balf the faltpetro. produced 
in the country of Purnca, which their Gomaftahs ihall fend to Calcutta : the other 
half fhall be collected by my Fouzdar for the ufe of my offices ^ and I will fuffer no 
other perfons to make purchafes of this article in that country. 

7. In the Ghiicklah of Silhet for the fpace of five years, commencing with the 
Bengal jrear 1171, my Fouzdar, and a Gomaftahon the part of the Company, fhall 
jointly provideChiiniam J of which each ihafl defray half the expence, and half the 
Chunam Forbad^, fhall : b*e given to'the Cbmpany. 

8. Although. I ihould oceafionally remove to other places in the provinces, I agree 
that "the bloofcs of the Sircar lhall be always kept, and the bufineis condu&ed at 
Moorfhed-abad* and that ihall as heretofore be the feat of my government ; And 
wherever I am, I content that an Efcglifli gentleman ihall refide with me to tran£a£fc 
all affairs between me and the Company; and that a perfon of high rank ihall alfo 
refide on my part at Calqutta, to negotiate- with the Governor and Council. 

9. I will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every refpeft equal to the 
Biccas of Moorihed-abad, without any dedu&ion of Batta ; and . whofoevcr ihall de- 
mand Batta, ihall be puniihed. The annual lofs on coinage by the fall of Batta, on 
the ifliiiijg of. the new Siccas, is a very heavy grievance to the country ; and after 
mature confideration, I will, in eoncert with the Governor and Council, -purfue what^ 
ever may appear the beft method for remedying it. 

10. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my fervice ; and if 
there already be any, they ihall be immediately difmifled. 

1 1. The Kiftbundee for payment of the reftitution to the fufferers in the late trou- 
bles, as executed by my father, I will fee faithfully paid ; no delays ihall be made in 
this bufinefs. 

n. I confirm and will abide by the treaty which my father formerly made with 
the Dutch. 

13. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to eredfc any forti- 
fications, maintain forces, or hold lands, Zemindarries, &c. but they ihall pay tribute, 
and carry on thek trade as in former times. 

14. Some regulations ihall be hereafter fettled between us, for deciding all difputcs 
which may arife between the Englifh Gomaftahs and my officers in the different parts 
of the countrv. 

In teftunony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our hands, and 
affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the Nabob before named has 
fet his hand and feal to another part. 

(A true copy.) 

W. MA JEN DIE, Secretary. 
Mem. This treaty was executed by the Prefident and Council of Fort William, on 
the 2 oth February 1 765, and by the Nabob on the a 5th of the fame month. 

No. 
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Ifjrmaun Jrotn the King SKak Aatum* granting tM Qewannee of Bengal\ 
Bahar and Oriffa, to the Company. Dated Auguft \ith % 1765, 

At this happy time our royal Firmaun, indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is iffued, 
That whereas in coofidcration of the attachment and ferviccs of the high and mighty-, 
the noblcfl: of exalted nobles, the chkf of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervanta 
and fincere well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Engliih Company, we 
have granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, B3har, and Orifla^ 
from" * the beginning of the Fufful Rubbyof the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift, 
and Ultumgau, without the aflbciatioa of any other perfon, and with an exemption. 
from the payment of the cuftoms of the Dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the 
court; it is requifite that the faid Company engage to be fecurity for the .fum of 
twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue, which fum. has been ap-* 
pointed from the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla B&hader, and regularly remit the fame. 
m the royal Sircar; and in this cafe, as the faid Company are obliged to keep up a* 
large army for the prote&ion of the provinces of Bengal, &c» we have granted to 
them whatfoever may remain out of the revenues qf the faid provinces, after remit- 
ting the fum of? twenty-fix lacks, of rupees to the royal Sircar, and providing for the. 
expences of the Nizamut: it is requifite that our royal defcendents the Viziers, the 
beftowers-of dignity, theOmrahs high in rank, the great officers, the Muttafeddee* 
of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufioefe, of the §ult$nut, the Jagheerdars and 
Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their conftant endeavours for the 
eftablifliment of this our royal command, leave the faid office, in pofleffion of the 
faid Company, from genqratipn to generation, for ever and ever ; looking upon them 
to be infured from difmiffion or removal, they muft on no account whatfoever give 
them any interruption, and they muft. tegard tbfcm,, as excufed and exempted from 
the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and royal demands. Knowing our 
orders on the fubjedt to be moft ftridfc and pofitive, let them not deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th of Sophar of the 6th year of the Jaloos. 

(the i^th Apg, 1765.) 

I * ■ * " 

Contents df the Ztmmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign manual, our royal commands 
arc iffued, That in confideration of the attachment and ferviccs of the high and 
mighty, the nobjeft of exalted nobjes, tibQ chicfi of illuftrious warriors, our faithful 
fcrvants and fincere well-withers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company,, 
we have granted them the. Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia, 
from the beginning of the Fufiul Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift 
and Ultumgau, wkhout-the aflbciation of any other perfon, and with an exemption 
from the cuftoms of the Dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the court, on condition 
of their being fecurity for the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a-year, for our roVal 
revenue; which fum has been appointed from the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla Baha- 
der ;• and after remitting the royal revenue, and- providing for the expences of the. 
Nizamut, wliatfcever may remain we hay,c granted to the faid Company, 

The Dewarjiee of the Province of Bengal. 
&he Dewannee* of the Province of Bahar. 
Sfitor Dewannee of the Province of Or.ijfa. 

Fir- 
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Firmaun from ^the-King Shah jilium, for the IDewanhee of the Prcvince. qfc 
' • ■ '-, " •* Bengal. ■ : ) ..• 

' At this happy time, our royal Firmann indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is iflued, 
That in cohfideration of the attachment of the high and mighty, the nobleft of .ex- 
alted nobles, the chifcf -of ; illuftrk)us wavriors, our faithiul Tervants and finccrte wcli-4 
wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Engliftv Company, we have granted themj- 
as a free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably td the Zimmun from the beginning of Rubby 
Tuccaco6y-ul of the Bengal year 1 172, the office of the Dewannce of Khalia She- 
reefa, of the province of Bengal (the Paradife of the Earth), with the conditional 
Jagheer thereof, without the affociation- of any other perfon. It is requifite that our. 
royal dependents the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank? 
the great officers, the? Muttafeddees of the Dewanqee, the managers of the bufineftr 
of the Sultanut, the Jagheerdars and Croories, as well the future as thte prefent, ufihg 
riieir cbnftant endeavours for the eftablilhment of this our royal command, leave the 
faid office in poffcffionof the faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever 
and ever; looking* upon them to be itifurcd from ilifrpiifion or removal, they muft 
on no account whatfoever give them any interruption, and they muft Regard them as? 
excufed and exempted from the payment of all thecuftoms of the Dewannec, and* 
demands of the Sultamnt. Knowing our orders on this fubje£t to be molt ftrift and" 

l^ofitivQ, let them not deviate therefrom, 

.- . . . » 

"Written the 24th of Sophar of the 6th year of the Jaloos, 

(the izth of Aug. 1765.) 

Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has. received our fign-manyal, we. h aye granted the ; 
^office of the Dewannee of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Bengal, (the Pa- 
radife of the Earth) with the conditional Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and Ultum- 
gau to the higft and mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious 
warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, 
the Englifh Company, without the aflbciation of any other perfon, from the begin* 
aiing of the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal year, 1 172. 

Fort William, 30th September 1765* 

f A true Copy) 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. S. S. C. 

No. LV. 

JFirmaun from the King Shah A alum, for the jbtwanny of the province of 

Bahar. 



. «. 



At this happy time, our royal Firmaun, indifpenfabljr requiring obedience, is i: 
foed, That in confideration of the attachment of the high and mighty, the noble 
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of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincer* 
well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted 
thcm r as a free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably to the Zimmun, from the beginning of 
the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal year 1172, the office of the Dewannee of the 
Khalfa Shcreefa of the province ot Bahar, with 'the conditional Jagheer thereof, 
without the allbciation of any other pcrfon. It is requilitc that our royal depend- 
ents, the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the great 
officers* «the Muttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the 
Sultanut, the Jagheerdars and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their 
conftant endeavours for the eftablilhment of this our royal command, leave the faid 
office in poffeffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever and 
even Looking upon them to be infured from difmiffion or removal, they mult on 
no account whatfoever give them any interruption ; and they mult regard them as 
exciifed and exempted from the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and 
demands of the Sultanut, Knowing our orders on this fubjed: to be moft ftridt and 
pofitive, let them not deviate theretronu 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos* 

(the 1 2th of Auguft, 1765.) 

Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our (ign-manual, we have granted the 
office of Dewannee of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Bahar, with the 
conditional Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and Ultumgau, to the high, and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants 
and iinccrc well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, without 
the allbciation of any other pcrfon, from the beginning of the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul, 
of the Bengal year 1172. 

Fort William, 30th September,- 1765. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. S. S. C. 

No. Lvi. ': 

Firmaimfrom the King Shah Aalum, for the Dewannee of the Province of 

Orifa. 

. * At this happy time, our royal Firmaun, indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is if- 
fued, That in confideration of the attachment of the high and mightv, the nobleft 
pf exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and finccre 
well-wifhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted 
them, as a free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably to the Zimmun, from the beginning 
of Rubby Tuccacooy-ul, of the Bengal year 1172, the office of the Dewannee 
of. the Khalfa Sherccfa of the province - of Orifla, with the conditional Jagheer 
thereof, without the allbciation of any other perfon. It is rcquifite that our royal 
defcendents, the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the 
great officers, the Muttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinclj of 
the Sujfanut, Jagheerdars and Croories, as well die future as the prefent, ufing jtheir 

Y con- 
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,^oaftaat eq^e^yp^/br the ufUblii^a^nt of. this ioux rpyal commap4*/<te?rt tkeu&M 
office in' poffeffion of the laid Company, from generation to g^r^ot^for, 9$gr 
and .ever- Looking: upon them to beinfured from difmiffion or removal, they muft 
on no account whatibever give them any interruption ; and they muft regard them as 
excufed and exempted from the payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and 
demands of the Sultanut. Knowing our orders on this fubje& to be molt ftridt and 
pofitive, let them not deviate therefrom. 



-* * f 



T 



Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jalposw 

(the 1 2th of Auguft* 1765.) 

Contents of the Zimmun. 



■ » ■ 



Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, we have granted the 
office of the Dewannee of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of. Qriffa, with the 
conditional Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and. Ultumgau, to the high and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants - 
and fincere well-wilhers, worthy of our royal favours, '. the Englifh Company, with*- 
4H$ the affociation of any other perfon, from the beginning o? the Rubby Tucca^ 
cooy-ul, of the Bengal year 1172. 

Fort William* ,30th September, 1765*. 



.../ 



(A true Copy.) 

ALEX. CAMPBELL.. S. S. C. 

No. LVII. 

Firmaun from the King S/ia/i Aalum, confirming to the Company the Chuclahs 
ofBurdwan, Midnapore, and Chit tagong, and the twenty four Pur gunnahs 
of Calcutta, &c. before ceded to them by the Nabobs Meer Cojfim Ally Kha* y 
and Meer Jajfter Ally Khan* dated Augujl izth, 1765. 

At this happy time, our royal Firmaun, indifpenfibly requiring obedience, is. 
iffued, That the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, and alfo the 
twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. (the Zemindarry of the high and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful feryams 
and ftneere weft-wiihers, worthy of our royal favours, the Engiiih Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coflkn and MeOr 
Mahomed Jaffier Khan, deceafed; we, in confideration of the attachment of the 
laid Company, have been gracioufly pleafed to confirm to them, from the beginning 
of the Fulfill Rubby of the Bengal year 1 1 72, as a free gift and Ultumgau, tvirfiput 
the affociation of any other perfon. It is requifite that our royal defoendeatf, the 
Viatel, ;the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank,, the great officers, the 
Mqttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the Saltanuty the 
Jagheerdars and Croories, as welt the future as the prefent, ufing their conftant en- 
deavours for the eftablifhment of this our royal command, leave the faid dtftrids 
and Purgunnahs in pofleffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever* Looking upon them to beinfured from dUmiffion or removal tjhey 
ipufton no account whadpev^rgiye them any interruption, and they nui^ regard 
tk&sk aa e*cu&d W:«§Baptei fam (lie payment of ^.fnannqr pS^fx^mM^^ 
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k&kr&i' "KhbwW'Wif 6r(5ert on this fubjea t* fce'tftoft ftrid ad* gofitftre, let tftdta 

fiir.ji v iS- Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th ytar of the Jaloos. 

■ ■'■ ' (the 12th Auguft, 1765.) 

■■••■*•• { : 

' Contents of the Z'mmun. • 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-toianual, our royal commands 
are iflued, that the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, and alfo 
the twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. (the Zemindarry of the Englifli Com- 
pany) which were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim, 
and Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan, deceated, be confirmed to the faid Company, as a 
free gift and Ultumgau, without the aflbciation of any other perfon, 

Cbuclab cf Burdwan. 
Cbuclab of Midnapore. 
Cbuclab of Chittagong. 

: The twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &a (the Zemindarry of the Engird* 
Company.) 

Fort William, September 30th, 1765, 

(A true Copy.) 
ALEX. CAMPBELL, S.S.C. 

No. LVIIL 

Treaty between the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla> the Nabob Nudjum ul Dow/a, arid 

the Englijh Company 9 executed at Illah-abad, Auguft i6fb 9 1765. 

it ..".•■ » . 

(Sealed and approved by the King*) 

' Whereas the right honorable Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plafley, Knight 
companion of the mod honourable order of the Bath, major-general add comman- 
der of the forces, Prefident of the Council, and Governor of Fort William, and 
of - adt the fettlements belonging to the united Company of merchants of England 
tftdiftg tt> the Eaft Indies/ in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orilfa; and John 
Calfnac, Etyiire,' brigadier-general, colonel in the fervice of the faid Company, attd 
commanding officer of their forces upon the Bengal eftablifhment, are invefted with 
full and imple powers, on the behalf of his excellency the Nabob Nudjum ul Dow*. 
$0, Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and likewife on behalf of the united 
Cdmpfttty of merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, to negociate, fettle, and 
iitfallyto conchide a firm and lading peace with his highnefs the Nabob; Shujab til 
©&W1&, Vifcier ; of the 1 empire : Be it known to all thofe, to whom it may or fhkll rfe 
any manner belong, that the above named plenipotentiaries have agreed iipori the 
following articles, with his highnefs. 

l* A perpetual and universal peace, fincere friendfhip, and firm union fliall be 
fcfobllfhted b*t#e6iv his highnefs Shujah ul Dowla and his heirs bn the one part; and 
Waeid^H^cy Nudjum ul Dowla, and the En^ifh Edl India Company ori the 
<«5ieH n *#«H*^the (aid codtrfltfting pcwersihall^' the 3 ^eateft ; attention to iftaitf- 
... r. <:: Y 2 tain 
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tdiii v beifareeri thenifelves,; their doaimioias and their fubje&s, thtr reciprocal friend- 
{Hip, without permitting on either fide any kind of hoftilities to be committed front 
henceforth, for any caufc, or under any pretence whatlbever ; and every thing fhaM 
be carefully avoided, whjch might hereafter prejudice the union now happily cfta- 
blifhed. 

2. In cafe the dominions -of his highnefs Shujah ul Dovvla fhall at any time here- 
after be attacked, his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Engliih Company, 
(hail affift him with a part or the whole of their forces, according to thecxigency of 
his affairs, and fo far as may be confident with their own fecurity ; and if the do^ 
minions of his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, or the Engliih Company^ ihatt be at* 
tacked, his highnefe fhall in like manner affift them with a part, or the whole of hi* 
iorces : in the cafe of the Engliih- Company's forces being employed in his 
highnefs's fervice, the extraordinary expence of the fame is to be defrayed by 
him. 

3. His highnefs folemnly engages never to entertain or receive Coflim Ally Khan, 
the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c. Sombroo the aflaffin of the Engliih, nor any of 
the European deferters within his dominions, nor to give the leaft countenance, fup- 
port, or protection to then} : he likewife folemnly engages to deliver up to the Eng- 
liih whatever Europeans may in future defert from them -mta his country. 

4. The King Shah Aalum fhall remain irr full pofleffion of Korah, and fuch part 
of the province of Illah-abad as he now poflcfles, which arc ceded to his Majefty as a 
royal demefnc for the fupport of his dignity and expences. 

5. His highnefs Shujah ul Dowla engages in the mdft folemn manner to conti- 
nue Bulwant Sing in die Zcmindarrees of Benares, Ghazepore, and all thofe diftridts 
he poflefled at the time he came over to the late Nabob Jaffier Ally Khan, and the 
Engliih, on condition of his paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

6. In confidcration of the great expence incurred by the Engliih Company, in 
carrying on the late war, his highnefs agrees to pay them (fifty) 50 lacks of rupees 
in the following manner, viz. (twelve) 12 kcks in money, and adepolit of jewels, 
to the .amount of (eight) 8 lacks, upon the figning of this treaty ; (five) 5 lacks one 
month after, and the remaining (twenty-five) 25 lacks by monthly payments, fq as 
that the whole maybe dilchargfedin (thirteen) 13 months from the date hereof 

7. It being firmly refolved to reftore to his highnefs the country of Benares, and 
the other diftridts now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwitfiftanding the grant of the 
fame from the King to the Engliih Company ; it is therefore agreed, that they fhali 
be ceded to his highnefs in manner following, viz. They fliall remain in the hands 
of the Engliih Company with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement 
between Bulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 27th November next ; 
after, which his highnefs (hall enter into pofleffion, the fort of Chunax excepted* 
which is not to be evacuated, until the <Sth article of this treaty be fully complied 
with. 

8. His highnefs fhall allow the Engliih Company to carry on a trade, duty free, 
•throughout the whole of his dominions. 

9. All the relations and fubjedts of his highnefs, who in any manner affifted the 
Engliih during the courfe of the late war, fhall be forgiven, and no ways molefted 
for the fame. 

10. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Engliih forces fhall be withdrawn from 
the dominions of his highnefs, excepting fuch as may be neceffary for the garrifon 
of Chunar, or for the defence and protection of the King in the city of Illah-abad, if 
his majefty fhould require a force fox that purpofc* 

. - 11, His 
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ii. His highnefs the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, his excellency the- Nabob Nud- 
jtim ul Dowla^ and the Englifh Company promife to obferve fincerely and ftri&ly, 
all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent treaty ;, and they wjll not fuffer 
the fame to be 'infringed, diik&ly or indiredHy, :<by thMtfir relpe&iVte fubjefts ; and tl>0- 
faid contrtftbg powers generally and* reciprocally guarantee to each other all thrift* 
pulations of the prefent treaty. 






- Signed, feaied% and fiiemfy f&prn /», •ctording to ' 

tkar .refpeffbit faiths, fy the e»ntrA8i*g partiettt CLIVE (L. S.) 

Mlab-0bady this \6tb dayif 'Attgvfiyintbeyeatfsfwr. 

Ltrd 176& in the prefmt of w t ,- >"- JOHN CARNAC. (L. S») 

EDMUND' M ASKELTNE 1 , cuittaw ' "^mou'iA'.^i 
ARCHIBALD SWINTON SHU Jf H (L. S.) *i *$?*}' A * ** 
;- GEORGE VANSITTART. ami Ratificanon. 

Fort William, September 30th 1765. MIRfcA COSSIM KHAN, 

(JtnuC i»\ RAJAH -SEETARROY, 

j • ■,\ Atrut y>V) . .: MEER MUSSHALA. 

ALEX CAMPBELL, S. S. C. 
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No. LIX. 

Articles of Agreement between the J^ing Shah Aalum, and the Company , relating 
to the tribute to be paid to him from the revenues of Bengal^ Bahar, and 
OriJJa, dated Augujl\i)th 9 1765.; 

The Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah agrees to pay to his majefty out of the revenues of 
Bengal, "Bahar, and Orifla, the fum of 26 lacks of rupees a-ycar, without any deduc- 
tion for Batta, on bills of exchange, by regular monthly payments, amounting to 
rupees 2 16,666 109 per month ; the firft payment to commence from the ift of Sep- 
tember of the prefent year ; and the* Englifh Company, in confidcration of his ma- 
jefty's having been gracioufly pleafed to grant them tlie Dewannce of Bengal, fed. do 
engage themfelves to be fecurity for the regular payment of the fame. It fhall be 
paid month by month from the fadory at Patna, to Rajah Seetabroy, or whomfoever 
his majefty may think proper to nominate, that it may be forwarded by him to the 
court : but in cafe the territories of the aforefaid Nabob fhould be invaded by any fo- 
reign enemy, a deduction- is then to be made out of the ftipulatjed revenues, propor- 
tionable to the damage that may be fuftained. 

In conficferation of N-iidjecf -Khan's- having joined the Englifh forces, and afted in 
his majefty's fervice in the late war ; his majefty will be gracioufly pleated to allow 
him the fum of two lacks of rupees a-year, to be paid by equal monthly payments ; 
the firft payment to commence from the ift of September of the prefent year; and in 
default thereof, the Englifh Company, who arc guarantees for the fame, will make it 
good out of the revenue allotted to his majefty from the territories of Bengal. If the 
territories of Bengal fhould at any time be invaded, and on that account a deduction be 
made out of the Royal revenue, in fuch cafe a proportionable deduction fhall alfo be 
made out of Nudjcef Khan's allowance. 

Dated the 19th of Auguft, 1765. 
1 Fort William, 30th September, 1765. 

(A true Copy.) 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, S.S.C. 

No. LX. 
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Agreement between thi Nabob Nudjum ul Dow/a and tie Company, relating to 

r the allowance to be paid him for tht fupport of the Nizamut of Bengali &ci 

dated September $Oth, 1765. ' : vi 

•- • •- . . ". 1 ..■.■:.''.:.■■:.. t 

The King having been gracioufly pleafed flo grant tt> the Engfifli "Cbntpahy the' Be* 
wannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia, with the revenues thereof) as a free gift, i* 
ever, on certain conditions, whereof $ne is,* that there fcall be a fufficient ^kWanci 
out of the faid revenues for fupporting the expence of the Nifcamut ; be it kriown to 
all whom it may concern, that I do agree te aecapt of the annual fum of Stcca rupee* 
5,3^6,131 $ y as an adequate allowance-far thefupportofthe Nizamut, Whidi is to hi 
regularly paid as ^follows, viz. the fum-^f rupees, *>778,854 I, for all my houft* 
hold es^ences^ fervants, &c. and the remaining fum of rupees 3,607,277 8, fortlte 
maintenance of 'fuch horfe, Sepoys, Peorts, 'Befcundafles, &c» as may be thought 
neceflkry for my' Sewaury, - and the fupport of my dignity only, fliould fuch an expence 
hereafter be found neceflaryto be kept up, but on no account ever to exceed that 
amount ; and having a perfedt reliance cm Maeen ul Dowla, I defire he may have the 
difburfing of the above fum of rupees, 3,607,277 8, for the purpofes befbre^mehtionedc 
This agreement by the bleffing of God, X hope will be inviolably obferved, as long 
as the Englilh Company's fa&ories continue in Bengal. 

♦Fort "William, the 30th Septeihbet, 1765, \ : f 

{A true Copy.) ! 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL S. S/ C: ' 
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No. fir. 
To the Honourable the Mayor's Court, at Calcutta., at Port William, !n Ifengpft'*' 

(The intended Petition of the Honourable Harry Verelfl and Francis Sytes, of 

Calcutta, Efqrs. 

■ 

. : . ff'Parieek Arratoon, by his Attorney, - - Plaintifl>; * - jj .»T 

-In' the caiife I againft 

.* L Tom Lewis. and others, - - - - ■- Defendants, .. m.;j>>1 

Sheweth, .a 

Tl}ftt,Tpm Lewis, 6? Calcutta, merchant, fome fime paid was emplpyed as agent by 
your petitioners up the country in buying and felling oi 

in the courfe of trade, purchafed a quantity of fait of th A o 9 

t^hs, atNattoor, on account of your petitioners; and fome time paft, a.fujt waicopv* 
ntfriceti itrtfrfs Honourable Court by one Parfeek Arratoon, by his attorney Petruie 
Arratoon, of Calcutta, Armenian, againft the' faid Tom Lewis and Ramfunder, and 
4L—i ~^~ u. , ^-- _*.. ^, ^ , ii,! " ,A -'-pyi 

i& PilSV$ 

pear and anfwer, who accordingly appeared and put in their anfwers, to which the plain- 
tiff 
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iSt replied and the faid defendants, Lewis and Ramfund£r, rejoined ; and the plaintiffs 
proceeded to an examination of divers witndffiis, without any regard to the faid other 
defendants, who were on the fpot, and had never been ferved with proccfs. 
*> And^yow peemon&s farther (hew, that wheti the plaintiff was about examining his 
wkaefle^^h* applied «to ytwr petitioner, Harry Verelft, in order to have the matter 
fettled by an amicable determination of fome gentlemen of thia place, in order, as he 
faid, to fave expence and trouble to this Honourable Court ; and, at. the fame time, 
gave youf -petitioner to undefftand, that the faid fuit ihouW be ftty^d until the faid 
arbiti^uon fliouldbe finally agreed upon* That your petitioner*; Harry Verelft, has 
fince been indiipofed; and the arrival of the Europe fhips hath prevented him from 
attending to the faid fuit, of which the plaintiff took an unfair advantage, by getting 
the faid caufe fet down to be heard, when, at the fame time, he was treating with 
your petitioner about an amicable determination ; and your petitioner had ordered the 
wtfneties proofs and vouchers to be fought for, tin order to be examined into by the 
arbitrators ; but your petitioner was greatly furprifed on hearing of the proceedings of 
the plaintiff, and the means he ufed to -bring on the caufe to a trial. 

That your petitioner has fince had the perufal of the plaintiff's bill, and is advifed, 
that the allegations, therein fet forth are falfe and groundlefs, and that the witneffes by 
hinv produced are of mew and low degree, and hath reafon to believe that the oaths 
admiai&ered wto them are not binding to their caft ; and r notwithstanding the plat** 
ttfPs having deceived, you petitioner in manner before fet forth, yet, as this Honour- 
able Court are. the. guardians of our laws and liberties in thefe parts, and will not hear 
and determine matters of this moment without giving the concerned a hearing, when 
proofs and evidences are ready to be brought, and which your petitioners are ready to 
produce : 

Therefore humbly pray, that they may be at liberty to lay the faid proofs before 
this Honourable Court, and examine one or more wit nefs or witnefles; that the 
defendants and all concerned, as well as the plaintiff's may be heard, and the 
truth of the matter brought to light for the fatisfa&ion of all parties, and that 
judgment of this Court may be had thereon. 

And your petitioners will ever pray &c . 
(Signed) Whittall, Attorney- . * -. nv 

Calcutta, Auguft, 176s* 

* . ■ 

To the Honourable the Mayor** Court, at Calcutta, at Fort William* in Bengal, 

. Between Petrufe Arratoon, adminiftrator of Cbja Parfeek Anatoon, ? ~ , . 

deceafed, '{Complainant, 

And Ramnarrain, otherwife Mozundir, Tom Lewis, Ramfunder"} 

Dewan,Sunker Seal, Rhadakiftna Chowdry, Radacanto I ^ fmmA _ 
Mozundir, Dindpyal Roy Ranfhaw, Kittinarrain Bofc, f »******> 
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jviozunaar, umaoyai Koy j&anihaw, Kittraarrain Hole, j 
Mocheram Tagore, and Bolleram Tagore, J 



humbk Petition of the Defendant Tom Lewis, and dfo of Harry Pere$ 

• an d Francis Sykes, Efqrs 9 
Shswkth, 
r Tha^ the faid Cqjp rarfcek Arratoon did, on 01 about the fifteenth of September, 
*ne t^ufcu^ ,iwn hundred and fixty-^vcp* prefer -his l#t of complaint in this 
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Honourable Courts again ft your petitioner X<WiLewiftand the <H^jd|tfe|idft|frf abQfce 
. jiamed,;for a prcjtcnt]^ demand <jf Arsm WW&$ £*W thoufan d f^T'bvittdr^iioid; thirty- 
two, on account o$ % a pyrchafcpf fait at Nattooky or foira bther place ox placet ufHhc 
country, vvhic^h the coqiplainajat would .iufimfetcww forced f com his Gomaftabs there; 
to which bill of complaint ):Oup-j>cjti doner Tom Lewis filed tustofwer, and .other pro- 
ceedings in the faid cau.le were had in this Honourable Court, wherein the fame is £IU1 
depending. . ; f 

And your petitioners humbly ifliew^that they, wpre.eaeh of them concerned one third 
in the fait purchaffc d. at iNattoor,- .or the other placi or places up the country, as aforc- 
faid, and that the faiiw was fairly bought and purchafed at the then price at that 
Aurung, of fomc black merchants there, whole property the fame appeared to be, 
and no ways conne&ed with the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoon. That foon after the bar- 
gain, )vas lhadcj a fudden rife of fait happening in the market, the proprietors were 
defirotus of being off. their -bargain, which occafioning a difference, the fame was fub- 
mitted to arbitration at Nattoor,' and given in favour of the purchafer. But the pro- 
prietors not fatisfied with the ; award (although they had figned bonds to abide by the 
fame) fought prfctedtion under the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoon, who preferred the bill 
.of complaint herein before mentioned, in this Honourable Court, againft your peti- 
tioner lorn Lewis and the other-defendants -above named, for a greater quantity of 
iak than was delivered,: and at a higher price than the market ever bore. That 
on hearing that the fuit was about to be brought to a hearing, \Vithout your petitioner 
.Tom Lewis, or. his attorney, properly fupporting the lame. by the teftimony of wit- 
nefles who were acquainted with the juft .tranfadtion ; and your petitioners Ham* Ve- 
relft and Francis Svkes, being each (as aforefaid) one- third interefted therein, your 
petitioner, Harry Verelll, rcqueftcd the hearing of the caufe might be poftponed until 
.proper enquiries could be made into the true ilatc of the cafe. " That your petitioner, 
.Harry Ye relit had feveral conferences on the occafion with the. prefent complainant 
Pctrufc Arratoon, who faid he-^vould ycadily confent to an amicable arbitration of the 
matter, and, repeatedly offered and. requcfted your petitioner, Harry Vcrclft, to decide 
ilu fame himfelf, which he objedtcd to, being -a party concerned, but told the faid 
Pel rule Arratoon, that he would, call down Jfbe witnefles from Nattoor, when' he 
ihould be glad to have the matter fettled by arbitration ; and the faid Petrufe Arratoon 
qtite appio\ing thereof, the witnefles, namely Kiilna Sarran of Nattoor* Yakeel, 
Ramfun of Nattoor, merchant, and Kittinarrain Eofe of Chandernagore, were fent for 
down to Calcutta, and their depofitions there taken by Mr. John Bryer, the late exa- 
miner of this Honourable Court ; after which your petitioner, Harry Verclft, requcfted 
the faid Petrufe Arratoon would himfelf nominate the arbitrators, and he did accordingly 
nomirfatc ThomaSrCookc nnti Jblcpli Pftce, of Calcutta aforefai'd, merchant's ; am} ar- 
bitration-bonds \m*£ thereupon prepared, and one of them exe,cu?ed by your pctitioper 
Harry Vcrol ft, ilnd v fnc" attorney c3t ybiir petitioner Francis Sykes; buf, oh their being 
1 Tefeiitcd to the .laid Petrufe Anatqon, he refilled to execute his, unlcfs thc^ matter 
v as to come before the Court upon the depofitions only which were in favour of the 
complainant ; lipon pretence, that although the depofitions of the faid three witnefles 
were taken by'the'examineri 'yet that the interrogatories were riot "properly filed, or 
marked filed y in this Honourable Court, or that they were taken without the com- 
plainnnt^ h^ing an* opportunity ot crofs-exanjiinpgiithem ; which circumftatces. (if 
tliev \vere true) your petitioners were totally unacquainted with, and cannot conceive 
from w hence the fame coukf arift, but which, your r 'petitioners humbly apprehend, can 
bv no means be attributed to them, who cannot be fuppofed to be' acquainted with 
the forms reqtiirecf "6r prtferftted; by a totfrt of jdditaturtV but who*." wei^deflfous 
that every fair ftep : ihoiiUl bfct&rif forthe b<ttefit of -fell paititt, and thrpro'Cfcedifigs 
' ■ '• ' Ihould 



APPENDIX^ 177 

Should be -ewuluaed with the grcateft regularity and uprigbtncft. That, notwith- 
standing what has been alledged by the oppoiite party, your petitioners humbly aver, 
that the complainant knew that the faid three witneffes were prefent in Calcutta for a 
considerable time, and that therefore he muft have had every opportunity of crofs-exa- 
mining them ; but to obviate every objection which the complainant can make, as far 
as is in the power of your petitioners, your petitioners are ready and willing, at their 
own cxpencc, to call the faid three witneffes down again to Calcutta, that the com- 
plainant may have an opportunity of crofs-examining them, and in order to do the com- 
plainant every juftice in. their power, and to afcertain a true ftate of fafts. 

Wherefore your pe. itioners humbly pray, the depoiitions of the faid three wit- 
- t nefles, fo taken by Mr. John Bryer, the late examiner of this Honourably 

Court as aforefaid, may be deemed and taken as part of the proceedings had 
in this caufc, and that your petitioners may have the benefit thereof at the day 
of hearing ; and that, if this Honourable Court (hall fo think proper, the faid 
witneffes may be, at your petitioner's expence^ again called down to Calcutta, 
in order that the complainant may crols-examine them, or avail himfelf of 
every advantage he cart of their prefence; and that your petitioners may havfc 
all fuch further and other relief in the premifes as unto this Honourable Court, 
after due coniideration had thereof, may think meet or agreeable to equity. 

And your petitioners fhall ever pray, &c 

Calcutta, the 4th May, 1770. 

(Signed) Seahr, Attorney, 
True Copy% 

No, 63. 

1 

To the Honourable John Spencer 9 Efqy Prefident and Governor, &c* Council 

of Fort William. 

The humble PETITION of the native inhabitants of Calcutta, together with the 
Merchants, Banyans, and others, whofe eftates, interests, or habitations, are in any 
part of the kingdom of Bengal, Bahar, or Oriffa, within the jurifdidion of the 
Englifh. 

SHEWETH, 

That whereas on, or about the zjth day of February laft paft, Radachurn Mctre^ 
grandtbn of Govindram Metre, heretofore of Calcutta, Jemmautdat, (whofe Heady 
attachment and fervices to the Englifli are too eminent to be foon forgot) was con- 
demned to death at the general quarter feflions of the town of Calcutta, there held on 
the day and date aforefaid, being indi&ed for and convi&ed of a crime of which he 
is intirely innocent ; but for want of being acquainted with the laws by which he wa4 
tried, as well as the manner of defending himfelf, and proving his innocence, is now 
fallen a vidtim to the malice of his profecutors and his own ignorance. 

^ Your petitioners, therefore, beg leave to fet forth the general confternation, afto-» 
fiifhment, and even panic, with which the natives at all parts, under the denomination 
of the Engliih, are feized by this example of Radachurn Metre ; they find themfelves 
fubjed: to the pains and penalties of laws to which they are utter ftrangcrs, and are 
liable, through ignorance, unwillingly to incur them ; as they are no ways interciUd 
in rhofe laws, they cannot tell when they tranfgrefs them, many things being, it feems, 
capital by the Englifh laws, which are only fineablc by the laws of your petitioner's 

•.-■■. Z fore- 
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forefather's, fubjedfc to which they have hitherto been bred, lived, and been governed, 
and that, till very lately, under the Englifh flag, — :•-.--■ 

Your petitioners fhew, that from their extreme ignorance of the laws to which they 
are but fo lately fubjcdted, they are in danger of iuffering much, from not knowing how 
to apply for thofe benefits and indulgencies which they are advifed are by law allowed, 
and which they ought to have ; and that the laft proceedings againft the unhappy 
Radachurn Metre were, in many points, defective and premature, and- the &ntftftcfc 
precipitate ; as there were many circumftances that required the niceft and molt fcru- 
pulous examination, and the moft attentive confideration, before condemnation 
palfed : And. your petitioners are farther advifed, that fuch fentence ought not to 
nave been paffed till after the expiration of four days, a term allowed the prifoner by 
law for arrefting judgment, and bringing his writ of error : and that it is, on that 
account, when a prifoner is brought to the bar to receive fentence, the judge always 
afks htm — What he has to fay why judgment fhould not pafs ? A queftion that has 
more than mere matter of form in it ; for if he can fhew good and fufficient caufe* they 
will, on his proper repfefentation, rehear the matter, of which benefit in law the un- 
happy culprit was deprived, by the fentence immediately following the verd&t. 
• And farther your petitioners are advifed, that the faid indictment was very erroneous 
and naught, and that the faid prifoner could not have been arraigned thereon, had he 
been verfed in the laws to make his exceptions thereto. Lord Chief Juftice Hales 
faying, " that there is great exadnefs required in indi&ments where life is at flake,*' 
and therefore very nice exceptions are allowed thereto ; and your petitioners farther 
Jfhew, that the whole of the evidence tended to prove a negative, which in law is held 
impoffible to be done. Farther your petitioners are advifed, that the prifoner was tried 
for felony, though his crime, when proved to the full, is no more in law than a mif- 
demeanor; for the forgery of a deed of gift, of mere perfonal chatties, is no way 
within the ftatute. " Again, he who writes a deed in another name, and feals it in 
" his prefence, is not guilty of forgery, . becaufe the law looks on this as the other's 
". own adfc ;" and that, when the jury recommended the prifoner to the mercy of the 
court, a due forbearance of the fentence would have enabled him to have fet thefe 
and many other circumftances in their true light; an advantage which he has loft 
through his ignorance of the laws by which he was tried, and which muft ever be the 
cafe in future, unlefs the greateft care and circumfpe&ion be ufed by the judges, who 
are faid in law to be a council for the prifoner. 

Your petioners, therefore, humbly pray this honourable Board to grant them a 
reverfal of the-faid fentence, as it was pronounced out of time, and grant the prifoner a 
rehearal ; or, if that cannot be obtained, that they will, at leaft, refoite the execu- 
tion of the unhappy condemned creature, till report be made to his Majefty of Great 
Brirain, and his moft gracious pleafure be known thereon ; and farther your petitippers 
pray, that the laws to which they are to be fubjedt, may be tranflated into the Behgally 
tongue, that they may be enabled to know what will make them obnoxious thereunto* 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

Dated Calcutta, Signed by 05 of the principal native inhabitants 

March ' 176 * of Calcutta. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Court of Dire&ors to the Prejident and Ccun* 
cil at Fort William in Bengal, dated February 8, 1764. ; 

- Par. 23. As no agents or Gomaftahs are to refide, on account of private trade, at 
any^of the inland parts of the country, all bufraefs r on account of licenfed private trade, 
is to (be carried on by and through thfe meaQs of the Company's covenanted forVartts, 
refidcnt at the feveral fubordinate factories, as has been ufual. ■ ■ = ■» ■ 

■■; .24.' We are under the neceffity of giving tHe beforegoing orders, in order to pre- 
serve the tranquility of the country, and harmony with the Nabob ; they are rather 
outlines than complete dirc&ibns, ^hich you are to add too and improve upon, agree- 
able to the fpirit of, and our meaning in them, as may be neceffary to anfwer the 
deiircd purpofes. And if any perfon of perfon* are guilty of & tontrtfreftttoft." of 
tHem, be they whomfoever they idiay, : if our own fervants, they ard to be difmiifed" 
the ttrvice ; if others, the Company's prote&ibii is to be withdrawn, and you have 
the liberty of fending them forthwith to England, if you judge the nature of the 
offence requires it. 

No. 65. 
Extraft ? of Fort WiUidm Confutations, dated May 3*/, 1764. 

It is the opinion of the Board, and— Refolved, That all the Europeans, Portuguefe 
natives, and Armenian agents, who are now up the country,' (hall have notice given 
them to fettle their concerns, fo as to return to Calcutta by the 30th of November 
tiext ; and that, after that time, no European fliall be permitted to go up the c6urf- 
try, under any pretence whatfoever, or any other agents be employed in our tta.de 
but Bengal natives. t 

No. 66. 
Ext raff of Fort William SeleSl Committee proceedings, dated May nth, 1765. 

• » • * • ■ • 

"The Seleft Committee obferving with regret the contempt {hewn for th£ pofitive 
Wd* repeated orders of the Governor and Council, for recalling free merchants re- 
dding up the country, — ./'.'.. 
Refolved, that the former Orders on that head be now enforced, and letters difpatched 
t# the chieft of the feveral fubordinates, requiring of them, at the expiration of tine 
month after notice given, to convey in fafety to Calcutta all who refufe to comply, 
with a meafure fo falutary to the Company, and neceflary to the peace and good or- 
der of the country. ' % . 

1 Being informed' alfo; that a great number of Europeans, ftragglers from /hips', 
and others, who have no claim from indentures to any lhare of the Company's pro- 
tection, are variouily employed up the country, and difperfed all over the Nabob's 
dominions, to the great prejudice of the Company and molettation of the natives ;— 
Refolved, They be immediately fecured, and brought to Calcutta. The Committee, 
finding fome difficulty in procuring an exadt account of the names of fuch Euro- 
VvW r .\/.l Z 2 peans, 
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accurate lifts in their power of all Europeans not immediately in the CoriipariyVVfr*' 
vice, who refide in or about their refpedtivc diftri&s. ' ^'-' ' = 

i 

Na 67. 

ExtxaGiofJFort William Confutations* dated May iph, 1765. 

The Prefidcht lays before the Board an extradfc of the proceedings of a Seicft Com- 
mittee, htW the nth inftant, containing their refoluriojw for enforcing the orders of 
tjie Board for recalling to the Picfidency. the free merchants and others, rcficBng tip 
the country. 

No. 69'. ' 

ExtraSk of Ditto, dated the zothfollawing. 

'•.../. 1 ,.;-..- 

Agreed and ordered* jn confequenc* of the proceedings of the Selc& Committee 
laid before th$ Board laft, council day* That public advertifement be made, enforcing our 
erdefs already, gjven for the return of the Englifli, Portuguefe, and Armenian agfcnty 
employed in die diflferent parts pf the country, to the Presidency ; and requiring all 
whoever mod ftriftly to arrive by the firft of Auguft, and their constituents to gjhro 
them due notice accordingly. „ 

N6.' 69. 

Exfrafi ofFdrt William Selett Commit tee proceedings, dated June nth, 1765. 

Received a letter from the chief and Council at Dacca, dated the &th inftant, fct- 
ting forth the prejudice that m'uft arife'to tfre affairs of tlie gentlemen of that fa£Loxy % 
ihould the order for recalling free merchants be immediately enforced. 

Agreed, That four months bdyorid the time limitdd in thofc orders, be allowed to 
their fcveral agents, and that we-.tttite them to this effeft*. 

• No. 70. 

ExtraB of Ditto, dated the 2 \Jl following. 

Meflrs. Vanfittart and Plowman fetting forth in a letter to the Committee, the k>is 
that muft arifc to * Mr. Henry Vanfittart, Ihould his agent, Mr. Hargrave,, at Rungr 
poor, be recalled at the time required by the late order of the Committee, and requeu- 
ing that an indulgence of three or four months longer may be granted : — .",''.' 

Agreed, that the fecretary acquaint them that Mr. Hargrave will be allowed four 
months from this date, for collecting Mr. Vanfittart's affairs ; and that he likevvife 
inform all, who may apply in future, that the Committee are refolved to fee the Com- 
pany's orders rigidly enforced at the expiration of this period. 

Mr. Skinner fends in a letter on the fame fubjeft ;-— 

Ordered, his requeft be granted, and that the fecretary acquaint him of the above- 
mentioned refbhition. 

Received a letter from Mr. Scotney at Patna, reprefentirtg to us the prejudice it 

would be to his own affairs, as well as thofe of his conftituents^ Ihould he be obliged 

to return to Calcutta in the fpace of one month. Mr. Scotncy/s reprelbntation being 

thought difrepeftful and improper ;•— . 1 , f 

Ordered, 
• late Gorcrnor Vanfittarlt 
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f ff0r4H^ r ^NP feqr^r^WTi^^im.in.a^vvcr, tlut.fuch, .mlifrtiflWs^t js £xpe&e< 
4lduld.be made, in terms more moderate and refpp&ful; o\it ^^^ivffl^e^n^'m 
Cooffiidefauori of the manner in which he chore to .aft. for an allowance of tiib&lfa'e 1 ihm 
to grant him four months longer from this date, for collecting his affatrs j it 'thels&* 
pit ation of which he is required to repair to Calcutta, without farther notice. ' ' ' 

No. 71. 

Ext raft effort William SeleSt Committee proceedings, dated Augufi lot % 1 765* 

:.,On the 26th ultimo, the fecretary was diredte4 to write to all the chiefs of the liib- 
ardinatev enclofing an advertifenjent for recalling all free merchants, and other Euro- 
peans, % the 2 1 ft October next, and alfo to fix up the faid adv«rtifement on the Court* 
houfe, # and other public places in Calcutta. 

No. 72* 
Extras of Ditto, dated October $tb 9 1 765. 

Obferving that our orders to the chiefs of the fubordinates, to fend lift* tci the 
Committee of all Europeans reiiding within their fcveral diftridts who. are not in the 
Company's fervice have been neglected ; 

Refolved, That we now repeat the above orders, requiring them pofitivcly not only 
to fend the mod accurate lifts in their power, but the perfons themfclves to Calcutta, 
by the 21ft inftant, at which time the Company's protection will abfolutely ceafe, and 
they muft ftand to all the confequenccs of being left entirely in the power of the coun- 
try government. 

No. fa 

ExtraS of a Letter from the Court of Directors, to the Frejident and Council 

at Fort William in Bengal, dated December 24M, 1765. 

Par. 16* We think it neceflary to eftabliflt, that all trade to be carried on within 
provinces where factories arc eftabliihed, ih^U be carried on by our fervants at fuch 
fadorics, and their agents only, who fhall tranfadt the bufinefs of our other fervants, 
on receiving the eftabliihed commiflion ; and on any refufal to accept fuch comniii- 
fion, or any tendency to monopolize, the fervants of Calcutta* or other parts, are at 
liberty to fend their own black Gomaftahs ; who are, neverthelcfs, to be accountabfe 
for their conduit to the Company's fervants, within whofe jurifdidtion they refidei 
AlKdiftridts not comprehended within the jurifdidtion of each fubordinate, fhall be 
^confidered as within the jurifdidton of the Board of Calcutta. 
• » . 

No. 74. . . i . ■:: 

ExtraS of Fort William SeleS Committee proceedings, dated February 1 gili, 

1766. 
"Read the following letter from Mahomed Reza * Cawn, to the Right honourable 
lord Clive, Frefident and Governor, &c. gentlemen of thoSeledt Committee. 

y- ...4' MY LORD 1 AND GENTLEMEN, 

:"« The Zemindars of the Pui^iinnahs of Radlhy, and other dift^i^s of the Subah of 

Bengal, complain that the factories of Englifh gentkfnejMtt rfee Putg^nnahs jarc f n>v 

'"■ -•*■ ' 4 'ny, 

• Ading minifter to the Nabob of Bengal. ■.: ; - . * 
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v py, and their.: Gomaftajos are in alL places, and in every village alrapjt JjHiiQ^taAt $kf 
^province of Bengal ; ttat they trade in. linen, chunaat, muftard*feed, ? $pb^f%^ r 
meric, oil, ricei hemp, gunnies, wheat, &c. in fliort, in all forts of grain, tiara* £1*4 
whatever other commodities are produced in the country. That, in order to purchafe 
thefe articles, they force their money on the Ryots; and having, by thefe oppreffive 
means, bought their goods at a low rate, they oblige the inhabitants and fhopkeepers 
to take them at a high pri(?e, exceeding what is paid in the market. That they do 
not pay the cuftoms due to the Sircar, but are guilty of all manner of feditious and 
injurious adts ; for inftance,. when, at any time, the Malguzarry is demanded q£ {he 
Taalookdars, Ryots, &c. fubjedts of the Sircar, the aforefaid Gomaftahs, .uhder pre- 
tence of debits due, or accounts to be fettled, do not let them go, or fuffer the reyeau$ 
to be taken from them ; and upon complaints, and at the inftance of lying informers* 
arid bafe men, they place their Peons over the Ryots, and involve them in a variety pf 
troubles. That by preffing people into their fervice, and impofing many and divers 
commands on the officers of government, the inhabitants, the tradefmen, and others, 
they ruin every body, and reduce the villages and Gunges to a ftate of defolation. 

" It is by thefe iniquitous practices that the people of the country have been ruined 
and driven to flight, and that the revenues of the Sircar have been injured. There is 
nothing of. worth left in the country. If juftice be not done in this cafe, how will it 
bepomble, in future, to colledl the duties of the government or its revenues ? 

" All the Zemindars make the fame complaint ; and what I haive herein wfftteh, li 
only an abridgment of the accounts given at large by them of violence and oppreffiohl 

u As it is requifite for the profperity of the country, and the well-being of the Iri* 
habitants, alfo for the obtaining the full revenues and duties, that the poor, &c. have 
juftice done them, and that difturbances be put an end to ; I have, therefore, feprc£ 
fentcd thefe matters to you, gentlemen of the Committee, that whatever fliall ajjpear 
equitable, you will confider on and put in execution/' : 

It appearing from this reprefentation of fa&s, fupported by a number of corro- 
borating circumftances, that the bufinefs of government has fuffered great obftruc-. 
rion, and the public revenue been confiderably injured, from the privileges afliimed 
and exerted- by Gomaftahs, employed in different parts of the country by the ConvJ 
pan) 's covenanted fervants ;— 

. Agreed, therefore, that we recommend to the Board, to prohibit, under thefevereft 
penalties, all Company's fervants, whether refiding at the prefidency, the fubordinates, 
or the Aurnngs, from yielding countenance, ihelter, or prote&ion, to any of their 
Gomaftabs,\vho fliall interfere diredtly or indire&ly with the affairs of government; oiV» 
upon any pretence whatever, give impediment or obftrudion to the officers of thd 
/cvenue, in levying the colle&ions of thefeveral diftrids committed to their charge^ 
and that irt all matters of difputeor difference, whereby the revenues can poffibly be 
affefred, their Gomaftahs, or conftituents, fhall apply to the government for redrefs $ 
and, in cafe of refufal, to the refident at the Durbar, or the chief of the neareft fub* 
ordinate, who ihall apply through the regular channel, the Governor and Council, 
orihc Select Commiitce. 

No. 75. 

1 

Lxtratt of a Letter from the Court of Dire&ors to lord Cfive, dated May 

ijt/i, 1766. 

Par. 9. We have had too much occafion to remark the tyrannic and oppreflive cpndpfib 

of all European agents who have got away from under the eye of the Prefidency <j an4 

uewifh your lorcfihip would make it an objedt of your confideniaogJapWi &?, ?PJ}&» 

• .. . ' : the 
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iHe m&I^dpeifnff as tftttch as poffible to the frefclencjV aini td r tHpfe fubordinates 
\*^re*'the' laigehefs of the inveftment may require it to be comludted' by covenanted 
fervahts jSrtfeWble to Gomaftahs. 
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No. 76. 



* ' ' Extrafl of Fort William Confultations, dated June gth, 1766. 

* Ordered, That notice be affixed at the ufual places of advertifement, requiring all 
perfons entitle^ to Duftucks to fend in to the Prefident lifts of their Gomaftahs in the 
different parts of the [country, diftinguifhing the place of their refidence, the fcrvice 
they are employed on, with the time required for that fcrvice, that they may be fmv 
fciihed yvith Purwannahs 'accordingly* 

No. jj. 

ExtraS of ditto, dated Auguft 2 5///, 1 766. 

:: ii. • . » . 

Letter from the refident at Benares, dated the 12th inftant, read, acknowledging 

fhe receipt of our letter of the 28th ultimo, enclofing a letter from Mr. Bolts, in an- 
fwer to our orders regarding him, acquainting us, that as he is not fenfible it is in his 
power to comply with that part of our inftrudtions which requires him to take care Mr. 
Bolts does not exceed the time prefcribed, he fhall wait our farther commands before 
he ventures to take any ftep in lo delicate an affair. 

. Letter from Mr, Bolts, inclofed in the above letter from Mr. Sage, read, fetting forth his 
realbns for having ftaid at Benares beyond the time we limited him to, and requefting 
us to indulge him with a longer ftay to fettle his own and the affairs of his conftitucnts, 
which he reprefents to be extremely intricate- 
Agreed, we write in anfwer to Mr. Sage, that we did not imagine him fo little ac- 
quainted with the nature of our orders as to be in doubt how far it behoved him to put 
them into execution; that, notwithftanding what Mr. Bolts alledges in his letter* 
we are well afiured, that, inftead of making it his bufinefs to fettle his affairs at Benares, 
which was the fole reafon for his being permitted to return thither, be entered into new 
concerns ; that he is, therefore, to inform Mr. Bolts, that we are determined our order* 
lhall not be trifled with, and that he is toconfider himfetf as fufpended the Company's 
fervice, from the 28 th of this month, for not complying with our pofitive injundrion* 
for his return to Calcutta. However, in confideration of the plaulible reafons which 
he now, for the firft time, affigns, he is farther to acquaint Mr. Bolts, that, provided 
he arrives in Calcutta by the 10th of Odtober, his fufpenfion will betaken off; and, if 
for this purpofe, he does not leave Benares by the 1 ft of O&ober,. he is to fend him 
away by force* 

No. 78. 

Etfratt of Fort William SeleSi Committee proceedings, dated September 1 otk^ 
^ Vf ' J 1766. 

DaHy complaints arriving of violence and infuTts offered to the fervants of the Go- 
vernment, *nd the agents of private merchants, by the Company's fervants refiding at 
A« : diffeiHtnt'At<rohgl,^i-- :-•■•. - : - ' ■/:.■.-.;..'.' - 

RefolvecT r 
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Rcfolvcd, that wc call down from the Aurupgs all Company s Icn^rits ^^fiffaa^ 
Europeans, as the only means of fecuring the ncceflary authority to the goverajrw^ 
an<! protection to individuals ; and that we fuffer only the fervants employed at the fa<£. 
tories of Patna, Dacca, Coffimbazar, and Chirtagong, with the afliftants to the Supra- 
vifor of Burdwan and Midnapore, to remain up the country. 

No, 70. 

Extract of Fort William SeleSl Committee proceedings f dated 03ober 3 T/frj 

1766. 

Having, in our proceedings of the 19th of February laft, Refolvcd, That no 
Gomaftahs employed by the Company's fervants, or other Europeans trading under 
licences from the Company, fhould in future interfere diredtly or indirectly with affairs 
relating to the government ; and alfo that fijeh Gomaftahs fhould, in all dilputcs 
with the country people, apply tor redrefs and juftice to the chief of the ncareft fubor- 
dinate, to the minifters, to the refident at the Durbar, or to the Council, or Selcd: 
Committee. 

And it being now the intention of this Committee to fulfil, in the moft effe&ual 
manner, the honourable Company's inftru&ions- refpe&ing the inland trade, and to 
remove all caufe of difturbance and oppreffion committed in the interior country under 

fandtion of the EngKfh name : - 

Refolved, That in future all Gomaftahs, whether employed on account of the Com- 
pany or individuals, lhali ftri&ly refrain from interfering in any matters that may 
tend to interrupt the collections, or difturb the bufincfe of the government. 

That they lhall fcrupuloufly avoid taking cognizance of any difputes or differences 
that they may have with the country people, or afluming to themfelves any degree o( 
judicial authority. 

That in all fuch points of difference and difpute, whether with refpedt to trade or 
otherwife, they fhall appeal firft to the neareft officer of the government ; and, in 
cafe of delay or refufal of redrefs from him, they lhall then lay their complaint before 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, or the refident at the Durbar, or the Council, or the Seletk 
Committee. 

That whoever fhall be found deviating from the evident meaning and intent of this 
Refolutien, (a copy of which will be font to Mahomed Reza Cawn, and to the refident 
at the Durbar) fhall immediately forfeit their employment and the Company's pro- 
tection, and likewise be fubjeft to fuch farther punifhment as the Council or Com- 
mittee may think proper to inflict. 

That, to prevent any interruption to trade, Mahomed Reza Cawn be defired to 
iflue orders to all officers of the government, to yield every poflible encouragement to 
3'icenfed trade, and to the bufinefs of thofe Gomaftahs who fhall duly confine themfelves 
to the above reftriefcions. 

Alio that Mahomed Reza Cawn be defired to diretft the officers of the government 
*o call upon all Gomaftahs to regifter their Perwannahs, or licences of trade, and 
Duftucks, at the head Cutchcrree of the Aurung, or diftrkft, where they refidc ; and 
iikewiie to order the public officers of each Aurung, or diftridt, to fead him a regular 
monthly return of all Perwannahs or Duftucks (b rcgiftered. 

Notice having already been given, purfuant to our rcfolution of the 19th of Febru- 
ary laft, that all Gomaftahs Ihould apply to the Prefident for Perwannahs, and the 
.allowance of time for that purpofe being now .deemed fully fufficicnt,— 

Agreed, 
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Agreed, That Mahomed Reza Cawn be defired to iffue orders to the officers of the 
government, to call upon the Gomaftahs in the different parts of the provinces im- 
mediately for their Perwannahs j and to fend all perfons, who cannot produce a pro- 
per authority for their trade and rdidence, without delay to Calcutta. 

And, farther, to prevent all frauds arifing from counterfeit and forged Duftucks,*— 
Agreed, The cuftom-mafter be dire&ed to make a monthly return to the refident 
at the Durbar, of all Duftucks and Perwannahs entered in his office ; the fame to be 
communicated to the minifters, whereby they may be able to detedt all impofitioli and 
fraud, by comparing the monthly returns from the cuftom-houfe with thofe made from 
die Aurungs, &c 

No. 8o# 

ExtraS of a letter from the Court of DireStors to the Seleft Committee, at 

Fort William, in Bengal* dated November 2 ijl f 1766. 

Par* 14. We are well pleafed to remark your attention to our order*, in calling down 
the free merchants. Their proper employment is in the fea-fervice, as Captains and Su- 
'pra-cargoes in the country trade, or fettled as merchants at Calcutta ; and if hereafter 
we find any infringement of our orders in this refpeft, we (hall affuredly fend for them 
home, and teftify our difpleafure at thofe who have protected them, or permitted 
them to go up the country. We are determined to have as few Europeans as poffible 
about the country. You are to keep to the fpirit of thefe our refolutions as much as 
poffible ; for we have the ftrongeft fenfe of the injuries the natives have fuffered from 
having Englifhmen exercifing an authority over them. 

No. 8c» 

Ext rati of Fort William SeteB Committee proceedings, dated February 1 1 th § 

1767. 

Upon revifal of the proceedings of the 31ft October laft, relative to the regular 
tion of Gomoftah's,— 

Agreed, We make the following addition to our former orders, viz. That the refi- 
dent at the Durbar be directed to recommend to the minifters their obliging all the 
officers of the feveral diftrifts to fpecify, in the returns they make to the government, 
fuch Perwannahs as have expired, in order that the minifters may be able to afcertain 
the number of Perwannahs now in force, without which it will be difficult to prevent 
frauds and impofitions. 

Repeated orders having been iflued for recalling to the Prefidency all Europeans 
who are not employed by the honourable Company, or furniihed with a licence from 
the Council or the Governor ; and information being now received that divers vagrants 
are difperfed over the country in contempt of the above orders, — 

Refolvedy That we write to the fubordinate fettlements and the commanding officers 
of the brigades, to feize, and fend down under a guard, all Europeans who are not duly 
authorifed by a written licence from the Board or the Governor, to refide out of the 
Prefidency, 

A a TLxtratt 
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No. 82. 

Ext raft of a letter from Colonel Smith to the SeleEt Committee at Fort William t 
dated Hetid- Quarters, near Kebr-abad> January 3d, 1768. 

" The/e is one circumftance which it is neceflary I fhould now juft touch on, be- 
caufe it requires a fpeedy remedy; I fhall enlarge upon it hereafter. The Nabob re- 
prefented to me the great inconveniences which arife from the Gomaftahs and depen- 
dents of Englifh gentlemen refiding in his dominions, particularly at Gurraqkporej 
Mirzapore, and in the Zemindarry at Benares and Ghazepore ; that he was extremely 
tender in exerting his authority over any of thofe who even affumed the Englifli name* 
notwithftanding, that thefe people were guilty of many impofitions and extortions on his 
fubjedts, as well as defrauding him of his duties. Now, as he had received repeated 
aflurances from the Prefidency, that no private trade fhould be carried on in his domi- 
nions, fo he requefted, that I would not only exert my power to free his country from 
the Armenians and Bengals in the fervice of individuals, but that I would alfo repre- 
fent the fame to you, fo that effectual means might be taken for their expulfion. Sen- 
fible of thejuftice of this reprefentation, I did not hefitateto afiure him, that nothing 
was farther from the defign or approbation of the Englifh Sirdars ; that I had heard 
our Prefident made it a point tieither to grant Duftucks nor Pefwannahs into his ex- 
cellency's dominions; that no confideration whatsoever could induce the Englifh 
chiefs to fuffer the advantages or emoluments of individuals to be the means of giving 
him the moft diftant caufe of uneafiftefs or concern. I allured him of my ready con- 
currence in every meafure to fupprefs this growing evil, and would reprefent it in the 
ftrongeft manner to the Committee, that effedtual meafures might be taken to remove 
it ; and defired that he would apprehend all thofe who were guilty of any impofition in 
our name, which, fo far from giving umbrage to the Engliih Sirdars, would be 
efteemed a favour conferred on us. I farther added, that, to convince his excellency 
how defirous I was to ftrike at the root of this evil, on my return to Allah -abad, it 
fhoukl be my care, that th6 Perwannah he himfelf had granted to Ifh'mael Beg, (one of 
his own fubje&s) for the exclufive privilege of making faltpetre on account of the 
Engliih gentlemen, and upon condition that he furnifhed the Nabob with whatever 
quantity he wanted at prime coft, ftiould be returned, that he might be convinced' no 
private advantage whatfoever could weigh with an Englifhman, which might, in the 
Temoteft degree, affedt the public. The Nabob faid, in anfwer, " That he efteemed 
w this as a frefh inftance of attention and regard." 

" As I have been informed^of thefc circumftances not only from the Nabob, but Rajah 
Bulwant Sing has alfo reprefented to me the late frequency of Englifh Duftucks and 
Englifh Perwannahs, it is but too apparent, notwithftanding the refolutions of the 
Prefidency, that there is an abufe in this matter. I do, therefore, moft earneftly re- 
commend to the Committee, that they will enter upon the moft vigorous meafures for 
entirely abolifhing a fyftem fo fraught with pernicious confequences, and which very 
fyften* had fo lately proved almoft fatal to the Company's welfare in Bengal.'* 



ExtraQ 
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No. 83. 
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Extract of Fort William' SelecJ Committee proceedings, dated February 16 tb, 

1768. 

Notwithftanding the orders which have bttn iffyed to the chiefs and refidents of 
(Subordinate factories, and to the commanding officers, of the brigades for apprehend- 
ing and fending down to the p>refidency every EJuropean they may firi4 trading about; 
the country without permiffion, the Committee with attpqifhment ob'fcnte that $1 ere 
are fome pcrfons ft ill purfuing thfo practice without. riibleftation ; it is, therefore, Re- 
foived to iflue pofitive orders to the fubordihates[and , brigades, and to enjoin thenv 
to a ftrid: obedience to our honourable mafters dotunfiands; -' 






Noi-*'4i 
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Extract of Fort William Select Committee proceedings, dated February 23*/, 

"1768. 



• I 



The Committee being determined /to put jn effectual (lopto the grantingof Duf- 
tucks and Perwannahs for conveying of private merchandize fnto Sv^ah al Dowlah's 
dominions under the fandtion of the Englifh : " x ' * - 

Agreed, we write to the chiefs of Coffimbazar and Patna, forbidding them to 
grant either Duftucks or Perwannahs to any perfon whomfoever, and dircAing them 
ft> recall all the Gomaftahs without delay, wtoo may be trading therein with fuch 
Duftucks or Perwannahs given them from thofe fa&ories. 



J K » . I - 
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Copy of a letter from Mr. Verelft to the Nabob Sujah al Dow/ah, dated 

Fort William^ Febtuary 27th, 1768. 

I am much furprized to learn from Colonel Smith,, that divers people, taking the 
name of Englifh Gomaftahs, have been guilty of great villanies and extortions in 
your excellency's country ; of this I was entirely unacquainted, or I would have en- 
deavoured to have remedied it ;' nor has any one any authority from me, nor will I 
in future give any, either for trade or refidence in your excellency's country. I muft, 
therefore, make it my particular requeft that, fhould any one take the Englifh name 
as a fcreen fqr his mal-pra&icesi, you will immediately caufc him to be apprehended 
and fent hither, that his falfhooflmay meet its due puhifhmint. You cannot oblige 
me more than by detefting thefe impoftors. I write this fo- pofiti vely and flrongly/ 
that you may fee how very attentive I anvto cut off all occafion of uneafinefs to you. 



> . 



No.. 86. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Verelft tq Rajah Bulwant $ing, dated Fort Wil- 
liam, February zjth, 17684 . 

I cannot help being aftoniftied to find, from Colonel Smith's letters, that Duftucks 
and Perwannahs, under the Englifh name, are current in your diftrifts, and that 

A a 2 Go- 
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Gomafiahs commit frequent extortions and oppreffions under that fan&um. After 
the plain directions which I gave your Vakeel at Murfhed-abad, I am very much 
furprized that you fhould have neglefitfcd to inform me of thefe practices. I now, 
therefore* pofitively write to you, that I will neither grant xnyfelf, nor fuffer others 
to grant; any Uuftuck with the Englilh fcal, for the conveyance of goods to any 
part of Sujah al Dowlah's territories, only for fiich neceffaries as may be occafionally 
going to the army : and I mud farther direct you to ' tranfmit me a copy of all Duf- 
tucks for neceffaries, the inftant tl^y .come to your hands, that no room for evafion 
of pretext may remain*.. As I have frequent complaints from the Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah, that clivers people allurue the naipe of. Englilh Gomaftahs; I therefore de- 
fire that you would iffue pofitive orders* throughout your diftrid:s, foi* all fu^h offenders, 
to withdraw themfelves without delay; and you will immediately caufe Coja Mel- 
combe, and Coja Gregory/ and a Bectgally, narked Ram Setcher, to be fent down 
under confinement to Maha Rajah Seetabroy ; for none of thefe people have any title 
to refidence within the territories of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. 

JLxtraSt of a letter from Mr. Hare (then fecond of the Englifh faSfory at 
Patna, andfnce a member tffyhe Cttuncil in Calcutta J ta'Mri Verelfiy dated 
Patna* January: 16 th; 1768. : 

A. 

Long before thefe gentlemen (Mtflrs. Alexandet and Jekyll), had any Gomatfah 
in Bui want Sing's country, the. Rajah had farmed the: Jfokpetre bufincfc is the Sirca* 
of Ghazepoor to my Gomajiab, Coja Gregory. 

Extraft of ditto to ditto, dated February id $ 1 76^ 

B. r 

I did myfelf the honour of addreffing you, under date the 16th ultimo, fince which 
Bulwant Sing has taken a? Mutcbukah from Coja Gregory, my Gomgftdh ai Cbowfa 9 
not to buy fakpetre* 

Extra8 of ditto to ditto, dated March izlh, 1768, 

C. 

TiU the receipt of your order, under flate the 24th ultimo, I was utterly a ftranger 
to this trade's having been prohibited either by the Company or the Seled Committee, 
to the regulations of both which I have, at all times, paid the ftri&eft obedience; 
and what confirmed me in an opinion that it could not have been illicit, was the eager- 
nefs with which it was profecuted by feveral Company's fervants at the fame time,- and 
in the fame places. As to my having employed Armenian Gomafiahs in my fervice, I did 
not imagine that the Company's orders relating to them were meant to extend, beyond 
the provinces, efpeciaUy as thefe very Gomafiahs were known to be employed by Mr* Bobs. 
In obedience to your commands, I have immediately ordered them down ; but as a 
large funa. of money is already advanced for diflfetcnt articles of trade in that country, 

muft 
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mafi 6atrfiat your ■permiffiorr to 'fend a Bengal Gomaftah to colteA in my ©utftanding 
debts, and difpatcfa fuch good* as are already purchased down tome*. 



No. 88. 
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ExrraB of a Utter from Captain Harper to Mr. Vereljl> dated Baiz-abad % 

March iqtb, 1768. 

# ... 

The Nabob has acquainted me that fome people at Gurrackpore having taken upon 
tfiem to fay they are Gomaftahs to Engliih gentlemen, are guilty of many irregulari- 
ties, to the prejudice of- his fervants ; he has, therefore, applied to me for a guard 
of Sepoys to apprehend and bring them to Faiz-abad, that their behaviour may be 
enquired into. I have complied with the Nabob's defire, by fupplying him with a Je- 
madar and twenty Sepoys. It will not be improper, here, to acquaint you, that there 
are ftverAl Armenians &t Benares, and one or two at this place, who often make ufe 
of the Englifh name for a fandtion to the behaviour which they would not other- 
wife dare to pra&ife. The Nabob has often told me that he would expel them his 
dominions, but I apprehend he will be tardy in doing this, as I learn that they are 
very communicative in what they hear from Calcutta ; and which, with their own 
cmbelUfhments, is cpnveyed to the Nabob through Meer Mufhallah, who was for- 
merly Coffim Ally Cawn's, and now his excellency's phyfician ; and that it is by his 
influence the Nobob is diverted from putting his former defign of turning them out 
of his territories into execution. It is well known how defigning and intriguing a 
fet of people the Armenians are, and I do not think it improbable that if they are 
permitted to refide in the Nabob's country, they may be the caufe of difputes with 
him. If you approve of writing to the Nabob on this fubjedfc, I dafe fay he will 
expel them, as he has already expreffed to me how glad he fliould be to have them 
turned away. 

No. 89. 

Copy of a letter from the Nabob Sujah al Dow/ah to Mr. Vereljt, re- 
ceived April 3*/, 1768. 

I have received your friendly letter by the hands of Captain Harper, and was re- 
joiced thereby. It is plain that my friendfliip with the Engliih Sirdars, and particu- 
larly with your excellency, is firm ; neither does it need the common phrafes of the 
world to fet it off. You alfo have fhewn yourfelf fo profufe of favours towards me, 
that I cannot find any exprcffions equal to my fenfe thereof. I can only wifh that 
the Almighty may give our connexion daily ftrength, and our friendfliip hourly 
warmth. Confidering what you write on the fubject of the Armenians, as proceed- 
ing from your perfect cordiality, I am delighted therewith. What can be more 
fuitable to our mterefts, than that we fliould mutually exert ourfelves in difarming all 

* Thefe extracts of Mr. Hare's letters are given to teftify the attention and ready obedience that gen- 
tleman paid to the resolutions and public orders of the Select Committee of Fort William, for the recall 
to the prefidency of all Armenians, Europeans, &c. employed at Englifh agents in the inland provinces ; 
in contradistinction to Mr. Bolts's behaviour on the like occafion. It is alfo worthy notice, that one of 
Mr. Hare's agents at this time, in Bulwant Sing's country, was the very Armenian (Coja Gregory, or 
Gregore) that Mr. Bolts alfo employed, and has fince inftigated to come to England, to fupport, with 
others, his own profecutions by a pretended accumulation of grievances : an Armenian who has eadea? 
voured to impofe a belief before the Committee of the houfe of Commons, that he never acted as an 
Znglim Goxnailah or agent in Bulwant Sing's dominions* Such is the credit due to Armenian faith. 

fuch 
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fuch as may be the abettors or authors of evil ? Id the affair of the fakpetr*/ wtiick 
was the firft, every inquietude was removed, and every thorn extracted at once ; but 
by a momentary adverfion of your excellency's regard, and now that you have written 
regarding Rafael and Eftcvan, that matter is done. As they have fome outftanding 
debts incurred in the courfe of their bufinefs here, they petitioned earneftly for two or 

tKfAA /love r/*^l^1^*a tr\ li»^t•l*» *H/»ii» ar/t/Minfe oA«i*i« t-Vtot- t-K/»tr txritl r*Q IHOrC I) r **" ****** ••**"* «"<*~ 

xcellency** 
__.. , giveimpli 

to whatever you fhall fignify on the occafion ; as whatever is agreeable to you, cannot 
fail of being fatisfadtory, I fay of being fatisfadtory to me. For the reft, confider 
me as one folicitous after your welfare, and favour me with frequent accounts thereof. 

No. 90. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Verelft to the Nabob Sujah al Dow/ah, dated 

Fort William, April ztth, J 76 8. 

■ 

I am forry to inform your excellency that, in confequence of my letters to you, 
concerning the Englifh Gomaftahs, and your orders thereupon, I find your officers 
have exercifed a feverity beyond what either of us intended ; they have feized and 
fent away many, without allowing them the fhorteft time to adjuft their affairs ; and 
others, from this kind of treatment, find it impoffible even to receive the debts law- 
fully due to them. As thefe lofles muft fall heavy on many individuals, I think it 
but juft to requeft your excellency to indulge them with two months licence to with- 
draw their effedfcs, and fettle their affairs ; and, at the fame time, give fuch orders to 
the officers of your dominions, that they may lend them all affiftance for the more 
fpeedy difpatch of the matter. 

No. 91. 
ExtraSl of Fort William Seleft Committee proceedings, dated April 27th, 1768. 

The Prcfident informs the Committee, that orders have been iffued to the officers 
at the Chokeys, to fuffer all merchandize belonging to the natives of this country to 
pafs, on their paying the cuftomary duties. 

The Board being fenfible of the great difadvantages rcfulting from an immediate 
recall of all Gomaftahs of individuals, trading in the countries of the Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah And Rajah Bulwant Sing, under the fan&ion of the Englifh name ; it is 
Refolved, to allow them to refide there for the fpace of two months, for the adjuft- 
rnent of th$ affairs of their conftituents, and the colie&ion of their outftanding bal- 
lances : that they fhall, on no account whatfoever, be allowed to engage in any new 
concerns, and that they fhall quit thofe countries immediately after the expiration of 
the time limited for their refidence. 

And, in order to facilitate the adjuftment of their affairs, as well as to prevent the 
frauds and other abufes to which fuch a reftridtion might otherwife expofe them, it is 
farther Refolved and Agreed, that the Prefident do inform Sujah al Dowlah and Bul- 
want Sing, of thefe injunctions laid on all Gomaftahs in their countries, and to requeft 
they will grant^ them every reafonable affiftance they may require, for die fpeedy re- 
gulation of their concerns. 

Agreed, 
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> Agrtted, that the foregoing resolution be laid before the Prefident and Council, 
and that we do recommend to them, to iflue their orders for effectually preventing any 
trade being carried on beyond the provinces, by Gomaftahs affuming the Englifh 
name. 

Ordered, That all the chiefs of fubordinates be apprized of the Committee's refo- 
lutions, concerning the recall of private Gomaftahs from the countries of Sujah al 
Dowlah and Bulwant Sing. 

No. 92.. 

Ext raft of Fort William Confutations, dated May 18M, 176& 

€€ The foregoing extradt of Committee Proceedings being laid before the Board, and 
the Council unanimoufly concurring in the fame opinion, they directed an advertise- 
ment to be publifhed accordingly." 

Note. In reply to the charge of inconfiftency and partiality in thefe orders of the Select Committee, 
adduced by Mr. Bolts* we mud obferve, that permiffion was given to that gentleman, at- his own 
requeft, to return to Ben&res in March 1766, and to refide there till the month of October fol- 
lowing, which was two months more than the time he firft folicited. That in March 1767, he 
applied for letters to Sujah al Dowfeh and Bulwant Sine, to afiift his Gomaitahs in doling hia 
mercantile concerns, which were readily granted by Mr. Verelft ; and that, notwiihftanding 
thefe and other repeated indulgences, his Armenian agents remained in the territories of G haze- 
pore and Oud to March 1768, when they were at length feized, after the moft undoubted proofs had 
been received, that Mr. Bolts was, contrary to his folemn promife, entering upon frefh engagements. 
Proofs which have been fince farther confirmed by his own confeffion before a Committee of the 
honourable houfe of Commons. Surely a juft dUlinction was made betwixt the agents of Mr. 
Bolts, and thofe of other gentlemen, who had not incurred any fafoicion of entertaining dan* 
gerous projects, and who had not infulted the Board, by a contempt of repeated orders. 

• 
* 

• No. 93. 

Extract of a letter from the Nabob Sujah at Dowlah to Mr. Vereljl t received 

^uguft ij, 1768. 

. I cannot exprefs my thanks for the favour you have done me in putting an end to 
the Englifh trade in my territories. May the Almighty long preferve you, for I have 
flill greater expedtations from your friendfhip* 



No. 94- 

Tranjlation of a letter from Mejfrs. John/lone^ Hay, and Bolts, to Meer Sheer 
Ally Cawn, the Fouzdar of Purnea ; recorded on Fort William Confuta- 
tions, December lyth, 1762. 

Our Gomaftah Ramchurn-Dofs, being gone into thofe parts, meets with obftruc- 
tions from you, in whatever bufinefs he undertakes ; moreover, you have publilhed a 
prohibition to this effeft, that whoever fhall have any dealing with the Etiglifh, you 
will feize his houfe, and lay a fine upon him. In this manner have you prohibited 
the people under your jurifdidfcion. VVe were furprized at hearing of this affair, be- 

cauffii 
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caufe that the royal Firmaun, which the Englifti nation is pofleffed of, is Violated by 
this proceeding ; but the Englifli will by no means fuffer, with patience, their Fir* 
maun to be broke through. We therefore exped that, upon the receipt of this let- 
ter, you will take off the order you have given to the Ryots ; and, in cafe of ydur 
not doing it, we will certainly write to the Nabob, in the name of the EngKfti, and 
fend for fuch an order from him, that you ihall reftore, fully and entirely, whatever 
lofs the Englifh have fuftained, or fhall fuftain, by this obftrudion; and that you 
fhall repent having thus interrupted our bufinefs, in defpite of the royal Firmaun. 
After reading this letter, we are perfuaded you will defift from interrupting it, will 
ad: agreeably to the rules of friendfhip, and fo that your amity may appear, and will 
by no means Hop the Company's Duftucks. 

No. g$* 

ExtraSl of a letter from the Court of DireSiors to the Prefident and Council 

at Fort William in Bengal, dated February %th y 1764. 

Par. 7. The condud and behaviour of Mr. William Bolts, a fa&or, falling next 
under our confideration, they appear, fo far as he was conne&ed with Meflrs. John- 
ftone and Hay, to be very improper ; efpecially in joining with them in an audacious 
and impertinent letter to the Fouzdar of Purnea, as it Hands on your Confutations 
of the 27th December 17621 and for which the Prefident recommended it to the 
Council to pafs fome ceniurc upon him. He appears, likewife, to have been guilty 
of irregular pra&ices, in refpe& to carrying on his private trade : let him be called 
into Council, and reprimanded according to his deferts ; and inform him, if his con* 
dud: is not more fatisfa&ory for the future, we ihall difmifs him from the fervice* 

No. 96. 

ExtraSl of Fort William Confutations* dated February 24th, 1766. 

Mr. Bolts fends in a letter, requefting permiffion to return to BenSres in his former 
ftation. 

The Board do not think Mr. Bolts entitled to the indulgence he requefts, from his . 
late conduct at Ben&res, but that he may have permiffion to return thither in a private 
capacity to fettle his affairs, till the 1 ft of July next. 

Agreed, he be advifed in anfwer accordingly. 

No. 97. 

ExtraSl of a letter from the Court of DireSiors to the SeleSl Committee at 

Fort William in Bengal^ dated May ijth, 1766. 

Par. 48. You will obferve by the general letter to the Prefident and Council ac- 
companying this, the very ample powers we have entrufted you with, for preferving. 
peace, tranquility, difcipline, harmony, good order, and fubordination in Bengal; 
powers which, we doubt not, you will make ufe of in fuch a manner, as will, in all 
circumftances, be moft for the Company's intereft, as well as reflect honour upon 
yourfelves. 

Extract 
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No. 98, 

Extra& of Fort William Confutations, dated July i&h, 1766. 

Mr. Bolts having exceeded the time limited in Confutation the 24th February laft* 
for his return to Calcutta from Benires ; — 

Ordered, that Mr. Sage, the refident at that fa&ory, be direfted to inform him, 
that the Board are difpleafed with the negledt he has fhewn to their orders ; that he is, 
therefore, to fend him down immediately ; and that, unlefs Mr. Bolts arrives in Cal- 
cutta by the 28th Auguft, he will ftand difmifled the fervice. 

No. 99. 

ExtraSl of Mr. Bolts' s letter to the Governor and Council of Fort William, 
. . ... . dated November 10/^, 1766. 

I propofc going to Europe as foon as I can fettle my private concerns ; which 
bufinefs, together with the employment to which your lordfhip, &c. gentlemen have 
l>een . pleafed to appoint me, as alderman in the Mayor's Court, will engrofs the whole 
of my time ; I therefore humbly requeft permiflion to refign the fervice of the honour- 
able Company, 

No. ico* J * 

Extradt of Fort William Confutations* fated January §th> 1767. 

Mr. Bolts having had permiflion to refign the honourable Company's ferv'ce, fti 
confequence of his letter to the Board (of the 10th November laft) and entered on 
the proceedings of the 24th following;— 

Ordered, That intimation be given to him by the fecretary, that as he cannot claim 
any title to remain longer in India, he is pofitively required not to engage farther in 
commercial concerns, and to prepare to embark for England in one of the Company's 
returning fhips of this feafon. 

No. 101. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Bolts to the Prefdent, &c. members of the SelcSi 

Committee. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
I have feveral very confiderable out-ftanding balances within the provinces now 
under the management the honourable Company, the recovery of which, without 
the favourable interpofition of your authority over the country government being 
altogether impoflible ; and the late regulations of the honourable Board, making my 
prefent application neceflary, I hereby requeft to be favoured with your ailiftance, and 
that you will be pleafed to grant me Perwannahs upon the different Zemindars, &c« 
of the diftri&s where they lay, directing therti to fummons the AfTammys to, their 
Cutcherrys, to confront them with my Gomaftahs, and, after proof of thejuflice 
of the demands to enforce the payment. The fums, as per particular lifts, are, viz. 
In the diftrifts of Purnea — * — Current Rupees 10,939 13 6 

Goragaut Sheeb Gunge — • — » — • 6,029 12 6 
Rungpore — _ — . '— . — — 1,777 9 ^ 
Dinagcpore — ~- — — . — 2,320 10 6 
Shawpore, Purg Santofe, Krifndcch, and.G#-? g 

vindibaug — — — _ J '5 1 9 ^ 

Current rupees 21,219 7 6' 
B b The 
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The following are balances due from the Zemindars themfelves of . fundry diflxi&s 
much nearer at hand ; but being balances arifing upon accounts of mercantile tranf- 
adtions, which may be liable to altercation, and being more immediately under the 
infpcdtion of your honourable Board, I fhould be glad you would be pleafed ^ap- 
point in Calcutta fome perfon or perfons, either Europeans or black merchants,, verfcd 
in the tranfadtions of the country, to examine into thejuflice of the demands, which, are 
as follows : 

Due from the Zemindar of Jeflbre, Nilcanto Roy, S. rupees 13,029 12 o 

Ditto of Tumlook, to the 13th November paft, 2,501 10 6 
Ditto of Sujah-mootah, ditto, — — 10,938 7 o 

Fouzdar of Ragimaul — — A. rupees 636 4 o 

Rupees 27,106 1 6 

I fhall very readily abide by the decifion of the perfons you may be pleafed to 
appoint. 

After the letter which the late honourable Prefident and Council were pleafed to 
write me, relative to my commercial affairs, it may not, on this occafion, be improper 
to fay fomething on the fubjedt, that you, Gentlemen, may be able to judge what 
an arduous, nay, I may fay, an impofEble tafk has been impofed upon me. I have, 
by fea and land, of my own and other people's, about eight * lacks of rupees now out, 
and adtually employed in lawful trade, which no way interferes with any part of the 
honourable Company's inveftment. Amongft this, there is above one hundred and 
fixty thoufand f rupees of woollens, &c. goods which I bought at the Company's laft 
outcry, and which were only difpatched up the country about two months ago. In the 
mean time, to comply as nearly as poffible with what feems to me to be the intention 
of the order of the honourable Board, I ajfure you, Gentlemen, upon my honour, that 
I have not lately, andjball not enter into any new inland concerns \ and that I Jhall bold 
none, but fuel? as I have been already fome time engaged in, and which I am obliged to 
profecute to bring in outflanding balances. Farther, I will engage, under any pe- 
nalty, that no part of my trade fhall, within the three Subahs, in any fhape, interfere 
with any part of the honourable Company's inveftment. 

I farther beg leave to afl'ure you, Gentlemen, that I fhall never be guilty of any in* 
fringement of the laws of Great Britain, or the bye-laws of the honourable Company, 
where their jurifdidtion extends; and that, out of their jurifdi&ion, I fhall freely fub- 
mit to the cuftoms and laws of the country. In this fituation, I hope, I fhall not fail 
of giving fatisfadfcion ; and I fhall chearfully fubmit to whatever you, Gentlemen, may 
efteem juft, and require only an equitable allowance of time, to be indulged \vith thole 
privileges which have ever been allowed, not only to gentlemen who have refigned, 
but thofe who have been difmifled the fervice. 

I have the honour to be, with great refpedt, &c. 

Fort William, the WILLIAM BOLTS. 

nth February, 1767. 

No. *02. 

Extras of Fort William SeleSi Committee proceedings, dated March id, 

1767. 

Mr. Bolts fends in a letter to the Committee, (dated i ith of February, 1767) re- 

quefling our affiftancein colle&ing feveral balances due to him in different parts of the 

provinces :— 

# 100,000/. f 20,000/* 

Agreed, 
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Agreed, We fecommend to the Prefident to grant Mr. Bolts Perwannahs upon the 
Zemindars in the manner he defires ; alfo, that the court of Cutcherry be diredted to 
examine into his claims on the Zemindars, as fpecified in his letter; but that we 
ftri&ly enjoin him to enter into no frefh concerns, as the Board will expert implicit 
obedience to the orders he has already received, although they difpenfe with the im- 
mediate execution, in confideration of the particular fituation of his affairs. 

No. IQ2. 

Extraff of a letter from Mr. Vereljl to the Nabob Sujah al Dow/ah, dated 

Fort William* March gth, 176 7. 

Mr. Bolts having reprefented to me, that he has feveral out-ftanding ballances un- 
fettled in your excellency's territories, on which account he employs a Gomaftah, I 
requeft he may be indulged with liberty to conclude his affairs. I mufl, however, 
hope, that as the fending of Gomaftahs into thofe parts, may give, occafion to many 
Altercations, your excellency will,' in future, withdraw your prbtedtion from them. 

No. 104. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Vereljl to Rajah Bulwant Sing, of the fame 

date. 

I am informed, by Mr. Bolts, that fome Gomaffahs of hi$, whom he employed in 
bis concerns at Meerzapore, have not yet collected the out-ftanding ballances due to 
that gentleman ; I therefore requeft, that no interruption may be given thefe Go- 
maftahs. 

No. 105. 

Extract of a letter from the Nabob Sujah alDowlah to Mr. Vereljl, received 

April 17 th, 1767. 

In regard to Mr. Bolts's money, which you defire me to interpofe my affiftance in col- 
lecting with all expedition ; and that in future I fhould forbid all others from refiding, 
and on no account- permit the Englilh gentlemen to -carry on a commerce within my 
territories, in order to prevent all poflibility of a difpute ; by the blefling of God, I 
will, even with redoubled diligence, apply to the fpeedy collection of Mr. Bolts's con- 
cerns, and, infilling on the juft demands from all parties, caufe payment of the fame. 
For the reft, my friendfhip for you is impreffed on my heart, and the ftrong aflurances 
you write me of invariable regard, give me the greateft confidence that ail affairs will 
have a happy and fuccefsful conclufion. 

No. 106. 
ExtraSl of Fort William Confutations, dated the 24M Augujl, 17 6y. 

Ordered, that the Secretary do inform Mr. Bolts, that the Lord Holland will be 
difpatched for England in the courie of next month ; and that we pofitivcly infill on 
his proceeding by that fhip. 

B b 2 Extra8 
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No. 107. 

/ I 

f ■ • . m . 

« ."»... . . 

Extraff of 'For t William Conjultations, dated October \Jt $ 1767. 

.Mr. Bolts, in two letters, one to the Board, the other to the Secretary to the 
Council, affigns the fituation of his private affairs to be fuch as renders his immediate 
departure impoflible ; but allures the BoaAJ, that, as foon as they are adjufted, he fhall 
with pleafure obey the order. . . , . . . , 

Ordered, The Secretary do acquaint Mt. Bolts, that, after the indulgence he has 
already had, his private concerns are ho inducement for us to recede from our orders ; 
and we therefore expedt, that he will embark in the next fhip that fails for Europe. 
Farther, that we hear he' is carrying 'on an improper intercourffe with the Dutch* 'to the- 
brejudice of the honourable Company's affairs, and, on that account,, pofitively forbid 
his leavihg Calcutta, with6ut our exprefs permiffion. 

' Ordered, alfo, That thfe Mayor's Court be acquainted herewith, that they may apply 
for ahother alderman in his room. 

No. 108. 

- 

ExtraSl of a letter from Mr. Keffall, chief of the Englijh faSiory at Dacca, t<* 

to the Prefdent, dated September 18/ h> iy6j. 

In a letter I had the honour to addrefs you in the month of May laft, I mentioned* 
though in a curfory manner, the footing- op which the Dutch had then newly re-efta- 
blifhed their factory at Dacca, not, as the event has fhewn, to tranf2& bufinefs on 
1>ehalf of thfcir CGcopany, but,. under th^fanftiota of public authority^ ta fulfil* a private 
compadt of Meflrs. Vernet and Bolts. 

The late Dutch refident, Mr. Lankeet, disdained to accept a commiffion on fuch 
terms, whereupon he was fUperfeded* His facceflor, when he foinnl^ inftead of a 
representative of the Coujpan/, that he was fent up huhe capacity of a mere G^aftah* 
to fulfil a private engagement, in like manner declined it* Both thefe gentlemen have 
ever fince been violently persecuted by Mr. Vernet. 

Here is an Armenian, One Cqja Miguel Sarties, a man that has before done bufinefs 
for Mr. Bolts, who, not (o fcrupulous as either of the Dutch gentlemen, has made na 
difficulty of accepting the commiffion. The bufiftefs is now in his hands, and, to fulfil 
it, he has had made over to him a fum to the amount of near * five* lacks of rupees :^ fo- 
enormous a fum I Ihould have thought even beyond the confcieuce even of an Armenian 
to prefume to inveft, and Ihould have doubted my information, if I had not received 
it from the belt authority, one of the Dutch gentlemen. 

I have thought it my duty to give you this intelligence, and truft, fir, yon will take 
meafures for defeating the intentions of Meflrs. Vernet and Bolts, and of the Armenian 
their agent, which muft materially prejudice our Company's bufinefs and the trade in 
general, fince, in order to get in their inveftment,, they muft ncccflkrily purchafe at an 
advanced price* 

Extraft 
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No. 109. 

ExtraSf. of a litter from Colonel Smith to the SeleSl Committee t dated Head* 

Quarters at Allah- abad> Oflober 23d, 1767. 

I remember to have mentioned in Committee, that Monf. Gentil was a very impro- 
per perfon to be with Sujah al Dowlah. I am fully convinced of this, and wiih iomc 
'mode could be thought on to have him removed. The perfon who has had the efta- 
'blifliment of Sujah al Dowlah's artillery is one of Monf* GentiTs comrades, and for* 
Hierly was an officer in the French fervice. 

No. no* 

JLxtrafi of a letter from Mr. Maddifon to Mr. Vereljl, dated Patna, Oflofor 

23d, 1767. 

A fleet of thirty boats arrived here yefterday laden with opium, faltpetre, &c. 
which took my name, and a Peon came twice to Noon-golah, to apply for Polwars, 
faying, he was ordered to apply to Mr. Mudie for that purpofe. Upon enquiry, I find 
they belong to Mr. Bolts, whofe time of a Duftuck being expired, may probably 
have given his people this order, to have them pafs unmolefted. I thought it neceflary 
to make you acquainted with this, left I might fall under any fufpicions of paffing other, 
people's goods under my name- 
No.- hi. 
ExtraSl of Fort William Confultations % dated November: $th 9 1767; 

The Prefident lays before the Board the following letters from Mr. Bolts, on which 
he requefts their fentiments, after they haye perufed his Minute, which he delivers in 
upon the fubjed:, viz. an Addrefs from Mr. Bolts to the Court of Dire&ors, ditto to 
this Board, ditto to the honourable the Mayor's Court, ditto to Mefifrs. Bechcr and 
Alexander. 

To Harry Verelft, Efa. Prefident % (^c. gentlemen of Council at Fort IVMiam. 

GENTLEMEN, , 

Irequeft you will be pleafed to tranfmit the accompanying addrefs to the Court of 
Directors by the next conveyance. It is partly in vindication of myfelf from the 
groundlefs and reproachful accufations with which your Prefident has been pleafecj 
to charge me, through the channel of the Seleft Committee, and partly on other affairs, 
in which' the intereft of the honourable Company is deeply concerned. 

It is doubtlefs a hardy talk for me, in the prefent fituation of affairs, to make a 
public attack oh the Prefident, when the majority of his Secret Committee and Coun- 
cil are alfo parties concerned, but a regard for my own character oBliges me to it ; 
and as I have on my fide truth and fadts, which are obftinate and fcorn to bend, I 
dare, in this impolitic and uncuftomary manner, brave the envenomed fliafts bf future 
oppreffipn and injuftice, which cannot in malignancy exceed thofe I have already un- 
concernedly fuftained. 

As the majority of the members fitting at the Board are gentlemen who have been, 
but a fhort time in this country, and are doubtlefs as unacquainted with the political 
%iies and cultonis of the Banyans, who have been the principal engines employed 

throughout 
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throughout the affairs concerning me, as they are unacquainted with that mort^ef- 
pecially-rcquifite the country languages, they muft have been expofed to great im* 
pofitions ; and it is very probable they have been milled in thefe affairs by. the artifice 
of a veteran, upon whofe integrity they placed am implicit reliance. It is, therefore, 
but j uft that I ihould attribute the concurrence of fome of thofe gentlemen to their 
having been deceived. 

If any explanations or proofs be required upon any part of my addrefs to the ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors, upon intimation thereof from your honourable Board, 
.{.will readily defcend to particulars, and hope to give every fatisfa&ion that can be 
required. 

I am Gentlemen, &c. 

Calcutta, O&ober 18th, 1767. 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS. 

To Thomas Woodward, Efq. Mayor, and the Gentlemen Aldermen of the honourable Mayor's 

Court of Calcutta. 

Sirs, 

I am acquainted with the extraordinary ftep the Governor and Council have taken 
towards effecting my removal from my feat at your honourable Board, in open de- 
fiance of his Majefty's moft gracious charter, and I congratulate myfelf, as well as the 
community, upon the j uft difregard with which you have been pleafed to treat this 

flaring attempt to an infringement of the Britifh liberties ; an attempt which, had it 
een given way to, would have been of the moft dangerous confequence, as a pre- 
cedent for rendering your Court dependent, and of courfe ufelefs to fociety, for whofe 
relief our moft gracious fovereign and parliament have been pleafed to eftablilh it, 
whereby Britifh fubjedts would have been as eafily deprived of their property and for- 
tunes, as in the prefent defpotic reign they have been of their liberties and every 
Britifh privilege. Though the letter to ) T our honourable Court appears under the 
fandtion of the Governor and Council, I confider it only as the aft of Governor Ve- 
relft alone, as I fhall make it hereafter appear to the world. Confider in this light 
how deplorable would be our fituation if, at the bare defire of a Governor, or even 
.a Governor and his Council, the exprefs orders of the charter ihould be fet afide, 
and a free Britifh fubjeft expofed to be deprived of his honour and liberty. A mali- 
cious man, high in ftation, who boafts that he is beyond punifhment, and that juftice 
cannot reach him, would have it always in his power to fpread ruin into every family 
againft which he had any averfion ; but where law and liberty reign, where men 
hold not their property or honour at the mercy of one or few, this fecurity begets 
in them a difpofition which is inconfiftent with fervility and adulation. 

Let us not then fuffer our liberties to be invaded by fraud or will, or deflroyed by 
force; if we do, a difmal confufion muft then quickly enfue, and villainous accufk- 
tion, public and private rapine and plunder, illegal imprifonments, confiscations and 
proscriptions, diffufing univerfal mifery, will become the common law of the land. 

I defy the Prefident and Council legally to difqualify me from holding my honour- 
able feat at your Court ; and I am confident that you, gentlemen, will never fuffer 
me otherwife to be difmifled ; permit me at the fame time to afllire you, Sirs, that 
I would not mifs a fingle day's attendance at your Court, even when it is not my turn 
of rotation, was I not neceffitated to do it fometimes in confequence of the op- 
preflion with which I have been treated, as I hope in due time to evince to the fhame 
of my opprelibrs. 

Yet as I ihould be glad to know upon what this extraordinary requeft has been 
founded, and to have fo curious a document by me, I requeft you will be pleafed to 
order me an authenticate!! copy of the letter from the Prefident. and Council. 
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Permit me to offer my fincereft wilhes for the profperity of the honourable Court, 
and the fuccefs of your endeavonrs to fecure the happinefs of the community, by an 
impartial adminiftration of juftice. 

Who am with great refpe&, &c. 

Calcutta, O&oberSth, 1 767. 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS, Alderman. 

To all who (hall fee thefe prefents or hear them read. I Thomas Woodward, Efq, 
Mayor of the town of Calcutta at Fort William in Bengal, do hereby make known 
and certify, that John Holme, who hath figned and attefted the certificate hereunto 
annexed, is regifter of the honourable the Mayor's Court at Calcutta aforefaid, legally 
fworn ajnd admitted, dwelling in this town of Calcutta aforefaid ; and that to adts, 
inftruments, procurations, and other writings by him figned and attefted, is full faith 
and credit given in Court and without. 

In faith and testimony whereof, I the faid Mayor have caufed 
the feal of the office of mayoralty of the faid town of Calcutta to 
be hereunto put and affixed, and the copy of the letter mentioned 
in the faid certificate hereunto alfo annexed. Dated in Calcutta 
aforefaid, this 14th day of O&ober, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. 

(Signed) THO. WOODWARD, Mayor. (L. S.) 

I John Holme, Regifter of the honourable the Mayor's Court at Calcutta at Fort 
William in Bengal, do hereby certify and atteft, that the within written is a true copy 
of a letter from Mr. William Bolts, one of the Aldermen of the faid Court, dircfted 
to Thomas Woodward, Efq. Mayor, and the gentlemen Aldermen of the honourable the 
Mayor's Court at Calcutta, carefully collated by me with the original, at prefent in my 
pofleffion, as Regifter of the faid Court. 

In faith and testimony whereof I have hereunto fet my hand 
at Calcutta aforefaid, the fourteenth day of October* in the ycax 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. 

(Signed) JOHN HOLME, Regifter. 

To Richard Becber and James Alexander \ Efqrs% 
Gentlemen, 

I have this day fent in to the Board an addrefs to the honourab'e the Court of Di- 
redtors, in vindication of myfclf from the unjuft accufations laid to my charge in the 
proceedings of the Select Committee; and as you, gentlemen, are the only members 
at the Board who are not more or lefs parties concerned, I can pretty well forcfee the 
treatment I am like to meet with on the occafion. 

As you, gentlemen, were not upon the fpot during the tranfa&ions of which I com- 
plain,, you muft of neceflky have formed your opinions from the partial proceedings 
of the Committee, and from the more partial reprefentations of thofe in whofe com- 
pany you daily arc. In this fituation, I am not a ftranger to the malignant accounts 
with which your cars muft have been continually tingling, and which, like water con- 
tinually dropping upon a ftone, muft no do.ubt have made fome impreffion, and' have 
. difpofed you to believe every thing you heard againft me, efpecially as you heard no- 
thing on the other fide of the queftion. from me,, who, depending on the reditude of 
my auftions > have hitherto been filent. 

From 
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« "Fwn tfeiy ^ddrefs ?to the; Court of Diredors you will be acqu^te4/wjt& ef&xy 
thing in which I have been concerned, on which the unjuft featence of, th^,£awg 
mtttee has been pronounced againft me unheard; hear all, then, and let juftifiethw; 

the fcale. b # * *t; 

Do not think, gentlemen, that the intent of. this addrefs is to fue for favoig ji 
that I fcorn : I (peak only to your confeiences as men of integrity, and to fet yo^ii 
upon your guard againft the artifices of many combined againft me alone, witho^tf} 
any reafonable caufe, or other foundation, than what is built upon their private: ,in- 
terefts, perfonal connections, and piques. 

AH I wiih for is, from a principle of gratitude to the Company, that the partiality/ 
with which I may be treated may not force me, in my own defence, to print and, 
publifh to the world at home, what may add to the national odium againft the 
Company. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Calcutta, Od;. 1 8, 1767. 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS* 

tte Preft&enfs Minute. 

This addrefs to the honourable Court of Directors, which is now before you, is, 
in my opinion, the moft convincing proof that could be brought of the propriety 
and neceffity of the Committee's resolutions regarding Mr. Bolts. The mifreprefen- 
tations and falftioods that fill this production, appear too obvious to require being 
particularly pointed out. In regard to the inve&ives levelled againft me, I flatter 
myfelf that my principles, my character, and my conduct, are too well known to 
the whole Settlement to give room for the leaft belief of the truth of one of them. -;.* 

For my reafons for bringing the complaints againft Nobkiflen before the SeleA * 
Committee, I muft beg leave to refer you to my Minutes on that occafion, which 
are entered on the face of their proceedings. 

But as amongft the numerous falfities in Mr. Bolts's letter, there happen to be two 
Fafts, which he has artfully mifreprefented and obfeured, I muft intrude upon your 
patience whilft I give a plain recital of them. ; : 

You may remember, gentlemen, that in confequence of the refolutions of the Se- * 
left Committee, Ramnaut was to be delivered up to the government, to be made ac- 
countable for the numberlefs extortions and villanies he had been guilty of at Maulda, 
.and other places in the government's jurifdiCtion. 

Mr. Bolts inferts in his letter that Ramnaut, during his confinement, had no de~ * 
mands made upon him, except for fome fait, and for a parcel of boats, which had 
been fold him by me upon very advantageous terms. 

I allow that Ramnaut did purchafe thefc articles belonging to me ; but that the 
terms on my part were advantageous, or that a fingle demand was made upon him 
on my account during his confinement, I do mbft folemnly deny. 

The cafe was as follows : 

Ramnaut, fome time fince, employed a relation of his to purchafe, under a feigned 
name, a quantity of fait, which I had configned to Mr. Barwell at Matilda ; by the 
fame method, he bought of my Banian a parcel of boats, which I had t>efore pur- 
chafed of Mr. Burdett at a lefs price than I had given for them, though they were 
in a much better condition when I fold them than when I bought them. When the 
money for thefe things was demanded, Rarnnaut declared himfelf the purchafcr, but * 
. pleaded poverty, and claimed my protection, that he might be enabled to raife the 
ananey* 

By 
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iff tkftf ttttd&ott* artifice he wfcs trt tope* to have fcreened Mtofelf from the 
fewer of the government, and to have evaded reftitution of the money he had ex- 
torted from the natives. But, on the contrary, it was my repeated requeft to the 
miriiftefs that they would make him accountable for every rupee of his extortions 
from tfte unhappy' people at Matilda, who had been ruined by his villainy ; and I 
pofitively forbid any demands being made upon my account, until full and ample re- 
jxkution had been obtained for the fufferers. 

Of the truth of thi* relation I call upon the minifters, upon Mr. Sykes, and I 
could name many others to bear teftimouy ; a teftimony which muft entirely overfet 
Mr. Bblts's aflertion, that Ramnaut was confined at the city upon account of the 
debt he owed me : nay I can go ftill farther; I can declare upon honour that I have 
not yet received a fingle rupee, or rupee's worth, of the debt ; nor will I receive any, 
untill all the unhappy fufferers by Ramnaut's extortion, whom I cannot too much 
companionate, are fully indemnified. 

In regard to the queflion which Mr. Bolts has put for me to Ramnaut, about the 
Denagepore Zemindars, he, as the author, can only anfwer it ; that I was not, I fo- 
lemnly declare. I never had any concerns at Dinagepore, nor do I know that Ram- 
naut had any, except fottie extortions he was guilty of; and I very likely might have 
afked him, Whether he had made reftitution ? 

Another affertion of Mr. Bolts's I cannot but reply to, in vindication of my cha- 
rafter. He fays, that when Gocul Sonar preferred his complaints at the general 
quarter fefiSons, in a petition to the grand jury, it is remarkable that I, the then 
chief jurtice upon the bench, put the paper into my pocket ; and he affigns a rea- 
ton, that I declare never occurred to me : on the jury fending the petition into the 
court, k Was as well my opinion as that of the other gentlemen upon the bench, 
that it ought to be referred for trial to the court of Zemindarry, where all criminal 
caufeft betwilt native and native* when no Biitifh life or property is concerned, have 
ufually been tried. It was in confequertce of this opinion referred to the Zemindar, 
whofe proceedings thereupon have already been reported to you, and where the in- 
ferny of the profeeution, fo warmly efpoufed by Mr. Bolts, fo plainly appears. 

My opinion in this method of juftice is not, as Mr. Bolts endeavours to infinuate, 
•particular in this ittftance ; my fentiments therein ftand recorded long fince upon 
die face of the Confutations* 

I now leave to you, gentlemen, to take fuch notice of this infult upon the perfon 
aud character of your Prefident as you may deem necefiary for the lupport of his 
government. I forbear giving my own opinion, as Mr. Bolts has already declared 
that all the refolutions againft him have been formed entirely by me. 

Fort William, Nor. 5, 1767-.. 

(Signed) HARRY VERELSTl^ 

The feveral letters from Mr. Bolts, and the Prefident's Minute, in reply to thofe 
parts of the above letters, which relate to himfclf, being attentively confidered, — 

Refolved, unanimoufly, that we exprefs in the ftrongeft terms to the Prefident our 
entire approbation of his condudt in the whole courfe of the proceedings relative to 
Mr. Bolts, and the keeneft refentment of this Board at th* infolent and libellous at- 
tack on his character and ftation, as well as the infult offered to our authority, and to 
this government, from the factious attempt of an incendiary to fow the feeds of jea- 
loufy and diftruft in our Council, to difturb the harmony and confidence that fo hap- 
pily fubfifted among the ievcral members of the Board* and to deftroy thofe bleffings 

C c which 
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which the public confefledly enjoy under the mild and upright adminiftration of 
our honourable Governor. 

Refolved, That we fupport with all our weight and influence the juft and necef- 
fary exercife of the Governor's authority, and the authority of the Board, for the 
prefervation of peace, order, and tranquility in this fcttlement, and throughout the 
honourable Company's poflcflions in * Bengal ; and that we punifh, to the utmoft ex- 
tent of our power, the unparalleled endeavours of Mr. Bolts to fap the foundation 
of all government, to fubvert, by the factious cry of liberty, the principles of fub- 
ordination, and to loofen all thofe facred ties whereby men are united together. 

Refolved, That our former orders to Mr. Bolts for proceeding to England fliall 
be repeated ; and that in cafe of difobedience to, and contempt of our authority, 
his pcrfon fliall be feized, and forcibly fent home a prifoner in one of the ihips of 
this feafon. — And laftly it is 

Refolved, That the feveral letters written by Mr. Bolts fliall be entered after this 

confutation, and tranfmitted to the honourable Court of Dire&ors, as the ftrongeft 

. proof that can be exhibited of the neceflity of the meafures we have purfued f6r the 

. fupport of government, and the moft abfolute conviftion to our honourable matters, 

that unlefs they will vindicate their own authority, as exercifed in unavoidable ads 

by their reprefentatives in India, and aflert the privileges of their royal charter, their 

. fcttlements and government muft infallibly be precipitated into anarchy and confufion. 

It is farther agreed, That we fully exprefs our fentiments on this important fubjeft 
in our next advices to the honourable the Court of Directors. 

Mr. Ffloyer lays before the Board the following minute upon the above fubjedt : 

As Mr. Bolts, in his letter to the Count of Directors, has placed a part of my 
condud: in a falfe point of view, I think it a piece of juftice due to my own reputa- 
tion, to lay before you, gentlemen, the matter on which he treats, in its real light ; 
left my honourable mafters fhould deem me guilty, of an impropriety of conduct, 
when I only inadvertently committed a miftake. 

In the month of March laft, when I was the adting juflice and Zemindar, the Pre- 
fident delivered to me a complaint which had been preferred to the grand jury at the 
quarter feflions, by one Gocul Soriar againft Nobkiflen, and defircd me to enquire 
into it as Zemindar. I did fo ; bur, on attefting the depositions which had been faken 
by mc, I figtied them as juflice of the peace, inflead of Zemindar. I was not fenfible 
of the miflake until the next morning, when! acquainted the Prefident with it; 
and, as a confirmation thereof, referred him to the officers of the Cutcherry, who 
were the only perfons made uie of by me, during the whole courfe of the enquiry. 
My report to the Preli lent, which has been laid before this Board, and the records of 
the court of Zemindarry, will, I hope, fulliciently evince, that I aftcd therein in the 
judicial enpacity of Zemindar only, and not as one of his- majefty's jufiices of the 
peace. But when I confider the tenor of Mr. Bolts's conduct, I am not furprifed 
to find him willing to fupport himfelf by every piece of artifice he can devife. 

Every member of. this Board, who has afted in thefe two offices, (which 'have ge- 
nerally centered in one pcrfon) muft be fenfible that complaints are often made at 
rre fame time, fome of which require the exertion of a Zemindar's authority, and 
orheis are cognizable cnlv by a juftice of the peace. Infuch a fituation, can a mif- 
take be wondered at ; and can any unprejudiced perfon, upon a review of thefe cir- 
cumftances, conclude that I have been intentionally culpable ? 

1 folemnly dt-clare it was a miflake, occafioned in the manner herein related; and, 
I truft, that the honourable the Court of Directors, upon a confideration of Mr. Bolts's 
conduit, will he inclined to credit this declaration in preference to his infinuations. 

• Appendix, p. iqz. No. 07. 

(Signed) CHARLES FFLOYER. 
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No. 112. 

>Extra8 of the SeleSl Committees letter to Colonel Smith, dated .Fort William* 

November ljth, 1767. . 

' The Committee have recommended to the Prefident the taking effectual fteps 
for removing Monfieur Gentil and his aflbciates from the court and councils of 
Sujah al Dowlah, which .we hope to effed: without laying a difagreeable reftraint on 
the Nabob's inclinations. The meafure becomes neceflary, but we are defirous of 
obferving on this, as upon all other occafions, the moft punctilious delicacy towards; 
his highnefs. 

No. 1 1 j* 

Ext raft of General Smith* s letter to the SeleSl Committee, dated December 

11th, 1767. 

' The nature of the intelligence tranfmitted from Calcutta, by Sujah al Dowlah's 
Vakeel* is without limits; the Nabob is almofl as fully acquainted with the parlia- 
mentary proceedings, concerning the Company's affairs, as I am. How far the 
importance and dignity of the Company, and the weight and influence of admini- 
ftration are leffened in his efteem by this communication, may be eafily conceived. 
Whilfl a Vakeel is fo eafy and fo fure a channel to communicate intelligence, few 
men will be found fo hardy as to maintain a direct correfpondence with the Nabob; 
but there is a man who has obliquely offered fo great an infult to our Prefident, 
that, was I prefent at the Board, I would move for the exertion of our authority 
to the utmoft extent, to free the fettlement from fo dangerous an inhabitant. I 
mean Mr. Bolts : and the enclofed copy of a letter to Moufieur Gentil, (the original is 
in my pofleflion) refiding in Sujah al Dowlah's court, wherein he aflerts an abfolute 
falfhood, which tends to leflen that eflential dignity and neceflary influence of out 
Prefident, is furely deferving of your fevereft refentment. Nor is this the only 
letter he wrote ; for the Nabob acquainted a perfon of undoubted honour, that Mr* 
Bolts had wrote the fame to Meer Mufhallah, formerly phyfician and confidant of 
Coflim Ally, from whom the Nabob heard it. Hereafter, I may lay before you 
other proofs of the extent of the intelligence communicated through the Vakcek 

No. 114. 

EtraSl of a letter from Mr. William Bolts to Mr. Gentil, dated Calcutta* 

June 19///, 1767. 

JVi ecrit une lettre au Navab & qui je vous prie de faire me tres humble rcf- 
pedts : nous avons eu un vaiflcau d'Europe Anglois, # et un autre Frar^ois : les 
affaires de notre Compagne font dans une grande agitation devant le Roi and le 
parlement d'Angleterre ; et felon les lettres que j'ai re9ii il a grande apparance qui 
mon jljfocie Monfieur Johnftone viendra Gcuverneur de la part du Roi. Je ferai 
charme de recevoir de temps en temps dc vos nouvelles qui fuis avec une parfaic 
confideration, 

Mon chcr Monfieur,. 

Votre tres humble Serviteur, 

GUILLAUME BOLTS." 
C c 2 No- 
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No, 115. 

ExtraSt cf a letter from Mr. Maddifon td Mr. Feretft, fated Mtth-okaA, 

November z6th> J 767. 

l ' - As thefltet of boats, I mentioned in my laft, left Patna * day or two after IJhad 
the honour of tranftnitting you an account of them, your orders there will frofeably 

' arrive too late ; but as there are more fleets to be difpatched, they will certainly be j* 

1 time for them. 

During my ftay at Faiz-abad, I cafually got into my handa a letter from Mr. Bolts 
tb Monfieur Gentil, in his own writing; where, befides fome other cixcuiuftjwccs, 

* (which are not perhaps unexceptionable) he acquaints him, that €€ the affairs of the 
" Cbmpany were in great agitation before the King and parliament ; and th^t, ac- 
% ' cording to the letters he had received, there was great appearance that his aiibciate, 
" Mr, . Johnftone, would come out governor on the part of the King." Finding from 
the letter, &c. that he had wrote to the Nabob, I fet myfelf to difcover the contents of 
that letter, but in vain. At laft I took occafion, one day, when the Nabob was -en- 
quiring what news from Europe, to tell him, that we had no news which ooujd be 
depended on ; and that the intelligence Mr. Bolts had communicated to him, con- 
cerning Mr. Johnftone's coming out governor on the part of the King, was certainly 
erroneous. He anfwered me with precipitation, " No, no, he did not write it to me, 
" he wrote it to Meer Mufhallah, and I had it from him." I delivered the letter to 
Colonel Smith, and fuppofe he has, ere this, acquainted you fully of this matter. 

Permit me, however, to fuggeft to you another channel of intelligence to the Na- 
bob, which Mr. Bolts has been inftrumental in forming, and which ftill remains open, 
I mean his Armenian Gomaftahs. He had one at Faiz-abad, Coja Rafael ; another 
at Benares, Coja Melcombe \ and a third near Ghazipore, Coja Gregory ; thefe 
people have been perpetually filling the country and the Nabob's court with lying 
rymours ; have reported that Mr. Bolts was returning to Benares with greater power 
than before, that he was even fet out, and a variety of other falflioods, in order to 
miflead the Nabob, and bed anfwer their own purpofes. Coja Melcombe, in par- 
ticular, had a conftant correfpondence at Calcutta ; and I have intelligence, which I 
believe maybe depended on, that he has lately reported at the Nabob's court, " that 
, " he was going to enter into Mr. Rumbold's fervice, or had entered into it, and would 
" bring a letter from the Council, that no Englifh Gomaftah fhould be licenfed ex- 
" cept himfelf ;" every circumftance of which is utterly falfe, and the news is not 

' ' four days old. The Armenians, indeed, in general, feem to have adopted a fyftem 
of fixing themfelves in the Nabob's dominions, as they were formerly at Murfhed-abad ; 
and though the Nabob has, on account of fome of their mal-pradticcs, forbid them 
his province, yet, as Englifh Gomaftahs, he is r perhaps, cautious of expelling them. 
How far this circumftance may be worthy of your attention, you will be the moft 
proper judge ; but, as a fadt, I thought it neceflary to lay it before you. 

I learnt a circumftance at Benares, concerning Mr. Bolts's manner of pafEng his 
fleets, which may not be improper to communicate ; he procured, laft year, a conii- 
f dcrable number of Duftucks from Mr. Middleton, for faltpetre, ttneal, &c. and as 
fome of thefe Duftucks have lately been feen in Coja Melcombe's hands, it is pro- 
bable he avails himfelf of thefe. 
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No* ii 6* 

ExtraS *f a kttirfrom the Prefident and CtuncffafFtrt William, in Bengali 

totheCourto/BirtStort, dated December loth, 1767. 

We are now come to a fubjedfc which calls for your xnoft ferious corxfideration : it re* 
lates to- the conduct of Mr. William Bolts, lately ia your .fcrvice, and we think it 
proper to introduce it here, as it requires a full exertion pf the privileges gwjted ipjhe 
royal chatter to you, apd delegated to your reprefentatives in I^dia, to reprefent, in a 
proper manner, the infult given to our government in the pcrfon of our Prefijdent, and 
the daring atterhpt not only to leflen our influence ipitfre country, whereby your intereft : 
would infallibly fuffer, but alfo to deftroy that harmony which now fo happily bre- 
vails in your councils. Thefe purpo(es, fo unnatural to a Britiih fubjeft, who nad 
acquired an opulent fortune in your fervice *, Mr. Bolts has attempted to effedt by per- 
fgnal addreffes to our Board, and fecret correspondence c*nfi$d on through the means 
of Armenian agents, at the courts of Sqjah al Dowlah, and of other princesf. 

We acquainted you, in our laft letter, thar, in confequence of a refolution taken by 
the Select Committee regarding Mr. Bolts, we had fent him pofitive orders to return 
to Europe this feafon. Some time after, we received a long letter from Chiofura, at 
which place he frequently refided for fome time paft, informing us, with much free- 
dom of ftyle, that, if we would take his concerns, and Jthofe of his conftituents, off his 
hands, he would comply with our dircflions. 

The infolence of his reply induced us not only to repeat our orders, but, on his return 
to town, to forbid him quitting the colony until .the time of his embarkation arrived; 
in defiance of which he immediately withdrew from the Prefidency, and returned to 
Chinftira, from whence he fent us a moil infuking tetter, reflecting upon the character 
t>f our Prefident, and of feveral of the members of our Board. This was accompanied 
by a long addrefs to you, the abfurdity and malice of which is too evident to require 
any ftriftures from us ; we (hall therefore forward it without remarks a number in the 
packet. The meafures we had recourfe to on this occafion were thefe; firft, uqani- 
moufly to affure the Prefident, that we approved of the whole of his condudt, during 
the courfe of his proceedings with regard to Mr. Bolts, and that we entertained the 
warmeft refentment againft Mr. Bolts for prefurning upon fo libellous and unjuft an 
attack upon the chara&er of our Governor \ ; and next to determine on repeating our 
peremptory orders to him to proceed to Europe without delay ; with which if he re* 
fiifes compliance, we (hall feize him by force, and fend him prifoner on one of the 
fliips of this feafon. The expediency of fulfilling this refolution becomes more evident 
from the intelligence which we have fince received of his informing Monfieur Gentil, a 
Frenchman at the court of Sujah al Dowlah, by letter, that the Company's affairs in 
Europe were in theutmoft confufion ; and that his affociate Mr. Johnltone, as he terms 
him, wotild be appointed Governor here on the part of his majeity. An attefted copy 
of this letter appears on our Confutations, and the original is now in the hands of Col. 
Smith. Several other letters to different people in power at the Hihdoitan courts have 
been feen. 

* Mr. Bolt* was little more than fix years a femnt to the Company in Bengal, during which he ac- 
quired a fortune of 90,000 L— Vide Con fi derations, p. 12. 
f Appendix, p. 204. No. 115. &c. &c. t Appendix, p. 201 and 202. 
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No. 117. 

Ext raft of a letter from the -Seleft. Committee to Cotinel Smith, dated Fort 

William, December zzd, 1767!' 

We very much approve of the .information you have fen t us, regarding Mr. Bolts'* 
condudt in the carrying oh a correrpohclerice with Monfieur Gentil at the court of 
Sujah al Dowlah, and have laid the feme before the Council ; whofe fentiments, as 
vtrell as ours, we with pleafure obferve, entirely concur with thofe you have ex- 
preffed on that fubjeft. We requeft you will ufe your endeavours with the Nabob,, 

to remove Mr» Bolts's Gomaftahs from his dominions* 

• •.... . . 

ExtraSl of a tetter from General Smith to Mr. Verelfl, dated Meer Abzuh\ 

March 9 tit, 1768. 

• After the very ftrong reprefentations made by Sujah al Dowlah ta me, concerning- 
Armenians and other Gomaftahs, you will be furprifed when I tell you, that to one- 
of thofe very men whom, two months fince, he intended to chafe from the country 
by a guard of Englilh Sepoys, he has lately granted a penfion of three hundred * . 
rupees per month* I have heard that -f- Purfeet Roy has fomc communication with. 
J Coja Petrufe.. 

No. 119* 

Ext raft of a letter from Capt. Harper to Mr. Verelfl, dated Faiz-abad, 

March 20 th, 1768. 

His excellency defired me to acquaint you, that he efteems himfelf much obliged 
for the care you are at to prevent any perfons taking on them the Englilh name to the 
prejudice of his fervants. His excellency's reply to your letter I have juft received,, 
and now inclofe. Coja Rafael, the § Armenian* was lately taken into the Nabob's* 
fervice, through the influence of the phyfician Meer Mufhallah,and allowed three hun- 
dred * rupees per month. I lhall take particular care, to fee that his excellency's order 
f«r fending the two Armenians away be properly enforced.. 

No. 120. 

Extraft of ditto, dated Faiz-abad, March 29 th y 1768* 

I had the honour to addrefs you on the 20th" inftant, on the fubied of the Arme- 
nians,, and enclofing a ftatcment of the Nabob's military force. I am now to acquaint, 
you, that his excellency being informed that the two Armenians, Rafael and Efteven, 
intended, inflead of complying with his orders to godown^ to remove from hence to* 
Ferruck-abad, applied to me the day before yefterday for a guard to apprehend them. 
I immediately fent Sepoys,, and the Armenians arc now in cuftody. His excellency 
his defired me to let them remain ten days to fettle their bufinefs, and then fend them, 
prifoners to Patna, which I (hall accordingly do. 

•37/. 10/. ^ f Sujah al Dowlah's Vakeel at Calcutta. 

t A principal Armenian inhabitant of Calcutta, mentioned in the cafe of Parfeek Arraroon ; fee 
Introduclion, p. 24. and brother to Coja Gregore, one of Meer Coffim's mofl active generals, in his war 
with the Englilh in the year 1763. 

§ One of Mr. Bolts's agents, now in England, 

No. 
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Copy of a letter from Mr. Vereljl to Mr. William Bolts, datea 'Calcutta, March 

'." e "«' •'. •:• "; " 3 iA.^% ;.■■■'■ ." : ; . •■'■ >■,;■"•■■••* 

# : I have received your lqtter of the 30th foftatity. ancl J aro to acquaint you that I 
know of no orders for/impeding the bufinefs of^joiirGoiiiaffehs^hi particular, in the 
dominions 4 of Sujah al Dowlah or Bulwait Sing. Repeated cofftplaints have beert 
received from thofe two princes of the oppreffive conduft of Gbmaftahi taking thfc 
Englifli name and- carrying oi>|trade in their countries. The honourable Company 
have been pleafed to exprefs their orders for the pofitive prohibition to their fervants of 
all trade whatever jfl tlw3& provinces/ and t;be Preiideacy-p^Fort William -haye-rcfolved 
to put a flop to it in ftture, by a recall of all fudfi'Gbmaltahs. * Ho\v far, or by what 
right, your Gomaftahs can be allowed tocoirtinije there -after the, time already-allotted 
you for the adjuftment of your concerns, mult be determined oy the government here, 

I am your moft obedient fervant 

.,-.: >V. (Signed) H. VERELST. 

-■ ■ • v •• • .. -• • • ,x No.^122. .,.. ..,, .. .. 

ExtracJ of a letter from Mr. Verelft ia 4&V WSlfjiam. Btftj, stated Calcutta, 

• u .- -\ Jpril 9/\ 176S.,.- '-:; .: 

Sir, 

I have your letters bfthefcd and 7th inftant, and am again to repeat *toyait that the 
refolutions taken and the orders given for recalling the Ehglifh Gomaftahs iji the doori* 
nions of Sujah al Dowlah and Bulwawt Sing, were general, not particular ; but that as 
the names of fuch perfons came to my knowledge,, it becaxne necefi'ary to point th^m 

out. ' ■• ■ " ' • ■ ..' .':■'■ 

No. 123.. 
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x Extratt o/Fdrt WilHumConfultationi^ dated the j^th May, 1768. 

« Colonel Smith delivers the following minute ^ 

-■■ Colonel Smith having perufed rhe Proceedings of the Select Committee, as well as 
the Refolutions of Council, concerning Mr. Bolts, he now takes this firft opportunity of 
exprefling in perfon to the Board, «hofe fentiments he wrote to the Select Committee iii 
his letter of December nth, 1767*. It appears from the Confutations of the 5th of 
November, .1767 +, that you determined to repeat the former orders for Mr. Bolts to 
proceed to England ; and, in cafe of difobedience to thofe orders and contempt of your 
authority, that his perfon fhould befeized, andfent home prilbner in one of thefhips 
of laft feafon. 

• I have carefully examined your records, in order to difcover if the poftcrior conduct 
of Mr. Bolts had been fuch as to induce you to poftpone your former refulution, but 
find your refolution (lands unrevoked and unexecuted. 

It appears alfo from the Proceedings of the Seledt Committee, that Mr. Bolts, ever 
fincc your refolution of the 5th November, has been correfponding with the country 
powers ; this correfpondence is wifely and exprefly prohibited to individuals by the 
orders of our honourable mallersj. . If; you had not already entered into a refolution of 
fending Mr. Bolts to Europe, moft undoubtedly I would have made fuch a motion-; 
but when. I nead an uinajiimous decree of your Board for taking fuch meafures on this 

* Appendix, p. 203. No. 113. f Appendix, p. 201 and 202. J Introduction, p. 38. 
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occafion as appear abfolutely necefiary For the public fervice, I cannot but conjure 
you, gentlemen, to enforce obedience to your refolutions, t% fupport the dignity of 
government ; for, fhould we fuffer Mr* Bolts with impunity to bid defiance tx> ouf au- 
thority, the confequences are fo very ' obvious, that to mention them is unneceflaryv 
| do therefore move,. That the . refolution- of the Board of the 5th November, 176 y m 
ihall be carried into execution, and, in : cafe of difobedience to your orders on* the Dart 
of Mr. fcolts, that he Ihall positively be fent prifoner to Europe On the firft flap which, 
flail be dtfjjMtqhed from this PrefideiiCy . 

(Signed) RICHARD SMITH. 

The Soatd ftfll adhere to tfieir former - refblution of folding Mi?. Bolts w Eng* 

land, 

It b'ttaefafe Agreed and RefoiVed, That he lhall be font tb England by thefirftfhip 

that is difpatched this feafbn; 

■* . - ■ • 

■ ■ * .•-■*. 

.. ■ No. 124. 

Copy of a letter from Mahomed 'Rezd Vawn (afting mintfter to the Nabob of 
- Bengal) f* Mr^ Vertljt* mtofirig if/., Botes' s 'Proclamation. Recorded on 
Fort William Confutations? the 15th of Auguft, 1768. 

Coja Raf&fel and Coja Eftevin^ two Armenians,; who wefe under the cuftody of 
Oaptain Harper, and ient by him to Colonel Barker, and by the Colonel delivered to 
Maha Rajah Seetabrdy, attd f by Seetabroy conduced hither tb me, are now at Mur~ 
fhed-abad, Mr. Bolts iftues a writing in the ftyle of a public order, or proclamation,, 
to all ranks of people ; and affixes his feal upon the face thereof, in manner of a Fir- 
maun, and fends it hither. The fenfe of it is, that whofoever lhall imprifon or mo* 
left the aforefaid Armenians, ihall be anfwerable for all his ballances and outftanding 
concerns. A copy of the writing is incibfed for your perufal, dnd the original is de* 
pofited with Mr. Sykes. I cannot comprehend what Mr. Bolts could propofe by fuck 
a writing. The Armenians are both bete ; confequenrfy, what Mr. Bcllts has Written 
Is dire&ly levelled at the Nteam, (Nabob) and thd executive officers of the govern- 
ment afting under me ; and there never was an inftance yet of any one who wrote 
in fych a ftyle to the Nizim, and the officers of the government. 

Copy of a Proclamation under Mr. Bolh's Hand and Seal* 

" Be it known and signified — Whereas I have appointed Coja Rafael Ufanne* 
" Padry to colledt my ballances and outftanding debts, and to get together all my con- 
* cerns in trade, which are now difperfed abroad in divers places. The aforefaid per- 
" fon will colledt in the ballances from the feveral Affammies, according to juftice 
** and equity, and will alfo get together and bring away all fuch concerns in trade 
94 as are there outftanding on my account. Whoever, therefore, fhail, without caufe 
<c or pretence, impede and hinder this bufinefs, or any Way moleft the aforefaid per- 
" fon, he ihall become refponfible for my ballances and outftanding concerns > and I 
i€ will take due account of my affairs from him. I have written this by way of de- 

w claration** 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS. (L. S.) . 

No. 
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ExtraSt 6f\ Fort William Confutations, dated Auguji 26th, 1765^ 

The Prefident acquainted the Board, as a farther proof of the mifconduft of Mr* 
Bolts, that Mr. Baber, when fub-fecretary, had reported to him that Mr. Bolts, in- 
ftead of duly executing the covenants fent out by the Company, prohibiting any of 
their fervants receiving prefents, did elude their orders, and, inftead of executing 
them himfelf, employed a writer to fign his uame for him, who was alfo One of the 
fubfcribing witnefles to the deed. 

The Board calling upon Mr. Baber to give his information in this point, he ac r 
quainted them as follows : —When I was fub-fecretary, Mr. Bolts came to mc at the 
fecretary's office in the council houfe, and after telling me he had fomething of im- 
portance, to fay to me, he took oie afide, and aflted me, " if I could let him fee his 

covenants fent out by the Company, prohibiting their fervants accepting prefents; 

to which I replied I could." He then defired me to go into a room where there 
were not any gentlemen writing ; I took him into the council room, and after fhew- 
ing him his covenants, he requefted me, in the moft earneft manner, " to execute them 
4i afrejb ;" alledging, as a reafon for making this requeft, " that the figning was not 
'f his own but his writer's ; and this circumftance was known to Mr. Sage, who he 
46 was apprehenfive would make it public." I told him, " it was not in my power. 
€€ to grant him fuch a requeft," and peremptorily refufed him ; after this denial he 
then requefted, "*/ would hep this matter a profound fecret y , I told him, ," as long 
*' as I could do it confidently with my duty to my employers I would ; but if it 
" fhould ever be of confequence to difclofe this matter I muft look upon this pro* 
46 mife to be void," 

No. 126. 

ExtraSl of Fort William Confutations* dated September 5//;, 176& 

Mr. Baber delivered in his information upon oath as follows : 

That in or about the month of September, which, was in the year of our Lord 
1766, he, the faid Ed ward, Baber, being then fub-fecretary to the faid United Com- 
pany's Prefident and Council at Fort William, in Bengal aforefaid, William Boks of 
Calcutta, at Fort William in Bengal aforefaid, came to him the faid Edward Baber 
at the fecretary's office in the Council-houfe at Calcutta aforefaid, and then and there 
told him the faid Edward Baber, that he the faid William Bolts had fomething of 
importance to fay to him the faid Edward Baber, and then the faid William Bolts 
took the faid Edward Baber afide, and afked, if he could let him, the faid William 
Bolts, fee his covenants, meaning the deed of covenants made, or mentioned to be 
made, between him the faid William Bolts of the one part, and the faid United Com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, of the other part, and 
bearing date on or about the 9th day of May, which was in the year of our Lord 
1765, and which was fent out from England by the faid United Company, in order 
to prohibit their fervants from acccptihgof prefents from any of the Nabobs or other 
princes in India, &c. to which the faid Edward Baber anfwered he could ; whereupon, 
the faid William Bolts, defired him the faid Edward Baber, to go with him the faid 
William Bolts, into a room where there were not any gentlemen writing, Upon 
which lie, the faid Edward Baber, went with the faid William Bolts into the Council- 
room, and then and there (hewed him the faid William Bolts, the faid deed of cove- 
nants ; whereupon, the faid William Bolts requefted him the faid Edward Baber, 
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in the maft carneft manner, to permit him the faid William Bolts, to execute that 
deed afrefh, or over again, and to allow him the faid William Bolts, to take the faid 
deed home with him for that purpofe, meaning to his the faid William Bolts's own 
houfe, wherein he then lived, at Calcutta aforefaid, alledging, the reafon for making 
that requeft, tbat theftgning was not bis own, but bis writtr's ; meaning, that the name 
of him the faid William Bolts, as it then appeared to be figned and wrote, or fet and 
fubferibed to the faid deed, was not of bis tbe faid William Belts' s own proper band 
writing, but that the fame was figned and wrote, or fet and fubferibed, by his the (aid 
William Bolts's writer •, and tbat tbe ctrcumflance, or faff, was known bj Mr. Sage, 
meaning one Ifaac Sage, who was then in the fervice of the faid United Company, 
who the faid William Bolts faid be was apprebenfive would make it public, and turn it to 
tbe prejudice of bim tbe faid William Bolts, or expreffed himfelf in words to that or the 
like purport or effect ; whereupon, the faid Edward Baber then told him the laid 
William Bolts, that it was not in the power of him the faid Edward Baber, to grant 
or comply With the beforementiohed requeft of the faid William Bolts ; upon which,, 
the faid William Bolts made ufe of feveral arguments, in order to induce and pre- 
vail upon him the faid Edward Baber to grant or comply with the faid William 
Bolts* beforementioned requeft, amongft other things infinuating, tbat it might be done 
without ever coming to tbe knowledge of tbe Prefident, or any of tbe Council at JPort Wil- 
liam in- Bengal aforefaid ; whereupon the faid Edward Baber, in order to free him- 
felf from any farther importunities of him the faid J William Bolts, then told the faid 
William Bolts, that he the faid Edward Baber was of a different opinion, and alfo that 
he thought it inconfiftent with his duty ; but in cafe he the faid William Bolts had a 
mind, they would go and confult Mr. Campbell upon it, meaning one Alexander 
Campbell, then in Calcutta aforefaid, in the feryice of the faid United Company^ 
and who was a particular friend and acquaintance of him the faid William Bolts ; but 
he the faid William Bolts then reje&cd that offer or propofal, and begged that the 
faid Alexander Campbell might not be made acquainted with the before mentioned 
affair of tranfaftion, whereupon the faid Edward Baber peremptorily refufed to per- 
mit the faid William Bolts to execute the faid deed afrefh, or over again, or to allow 
him to carry the fame home with him to his the faid William Bolts' own houfe for 
fliat purpofe ; and thereupon the faid William Bolts moft importunately folicited him 
the faid Edward Baber to keep tbe before mentioned matter or tranfallion a profound focret* 
upon which the faid Edward Baber then and there told the faid William Bolts, that 
fb long as he could keep it a fecret confidently with his duty to his employers, mean- 
ing the faid United Company and their Prefident and Council at Fort William afore- 
faid, he would, but if it fliould be of confequence to difcovcr that matter or tranf- 
a&ion, the faid Edward Baber would look upon that promife to be void, and incon- 
fiftent with his duty to his before mentioned employers. 

No. 127* 

Copy of a Taper affixed to the door of the Council houfe at Calcutta, between 

the $th and the 19th September, 1768* 

* • ■ 

To the Public. 

1 Mr. . Bolts takes this method of informing the public, that the want of a printing 
prefs in this city being of great difadvantage in .bufinefs, and making it extremely 
difficult to communicate fuch intelligence to the community as is of the utmoft im- 

■ ■ ' pomace 
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■jxtttarie&'tb every* Bfitifh'fubjetfy' he is ready to give the beft encdiiragcrfeent td any 
.perfon : or pfcrfons who are verfcd in the bufinefs of printing) and will undertake to 
manage a prefs* the types and utenfils of which he can prbduce. 

In the mean time he begs leave to inform the public that, having in faanufcript 
many things to communicate* which moft intimately concern every individual, any 
perfon, who may be induced by curiofity, or other more laudable motive^ wiU be 
permitted, at Mr. Bolts' houfe, to read ot tike copies of the lame ; a perfon will give 
due attendance at the houfe from tep to twelve every morning. 



• m 






No. 128* 

• * 

• • • - • * 

ExtraSl of Fort William Confutations, dated September 13M, 1768. 

. * . .. . . 1 • . , ^ * t i 

: The Board; carne tq the following, refodutipn :-f— • > -, j . r 

Mr. William Bolt* having obfiinately refufed complying wkh our frecgutnt and 
repeated orders to return to England* having perfiftcd; to iafalt our authority aAd 
government, and to fubvert the principles of fujbordination ; having aggravated every 
circumftance of his conduct, which is ftrongly pointed out; and reprtffentsd. in ouf 
Confulftttioti9 of ,5th November, 1767, and' which then'ma^e u$ d$#ft it neceparft 
/or the fuppoft at our Authority, and for the preferva&Q# of the peace* oilier, and 
tranquility of this ftttlement, and' throughout the: honourable Company's pofleflions 
in Bengal, to refolve on feizing his perfon, and forcibly fending him both*, it baeamfc 
more particularly incumbent on the Board to enforce thefe orders ;-r 

And it is accordingly Agreed and .Refolved, K> .fend, Mr* Bolts home a prifoner on 
board the Valentine, ifjte refufes to comply with our orders; and Captain Pwrvi* 
having ejepreffed to the Prefident fome doubts .how far he may be made; refpdrifibilc 
for the execution of fuch a meafure, Mr. Bolts having already ferved Captain Purvis 
with a proteft againft taking him on board the Valentine, the Board, in order to re- 
move every apprchenfion which Captain Purvis feems to entertain of the confequence 
of detaining him, do farther Agree, as the agents and reprefentatives of the Com- 
pany, to give Captain Purvis ; an indemnification \for his;fatisfadtion, and from that 
confederation only, as they are well convinced or the legality of fuch a meafure, that 
it will meet with the approbation of the r honourable the Court of Directors, as well 
as thofe fimilar meafures which were tiken in the year 1766, with regard to the of- 
ficers who refigned and were lent home. 

No. 129. 

Captain Robert Coxe's Report to the Board, in rejpeft to his taking ctiafge^ of 

Mr. Bolts. 

Calcutta, Sept. 13d, 1766. 

That finding the doors open he went up flairs, and found Mr. Bolts alone, and' 
(hewing him the Board's order Mr. Bolts faid he would not leave .his houfe unleft 
Captain Coxc made him a priforrcr and forced him ; the Captaht telling him he 
was glad to find him fo well prepared to leave the place, he laid he had expe&ed 
he fhould be forced away, • and had been very bufy in getting himfelf in readiriefs. 
After this Captain Coxe thinking he made a very tmneceflary delay, and fearing 
he intended to procure himfelf to be arretted for debt, defired him to make di£ 
patch,- upon which he agafn faid he would not go unlefs Captain Coxe forced him. 
Whereupon the Captain called two Sepoys, who put their hands on his flioulder 
by his own defire, faying, he would not go if thiy did hat take hold of him ; he 
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then came down flairs, defiling fome .gentlemen prefent to take notice that h?**a*~ 
forced out of his houfe. Captain Coxe adds, that Mr. Bolts was, in every refped:^ 
prepared for this order,, having his books and papers in great form* whi.ch he dftr 
iivered to his attornies > telling them, that every thing was fo plain they could not 
miftake, obferving that plain directions were given as to fuch debt? as they were 
to get in* 

No. 130. 

■ 

ExtraSl of an additional Letter from the Prefdent and Council at FortWitliam. 
in Bengal, to the Court of Dire^ors, dated September z\th, 1768, and fent 
by the Valentine. . 

We beg leave to add a circumftance relative to Mr. Bolts, that has happened 
fince clofing our difpatches. We informed you in our letter; we had direfted him 
to be fent by force to England, if he refuted to comply with our orders; we ima- 
gined he did refiife to cohiply with them, and' Captain Robert Coxe was ordered t<* 
ieize him with a guard, and carry him on board the Cuddalorc fchooner, which 
was prepared to receive him and his neceflaries, but was particularly cautioned 
that, in performing this fervice, he ihould force no doors, locks, or windows, and 
ufe as little violence as the nature of the cafe would admit. Mr; Bolts has been 
accordingly conduced on board the Cuddalore fchooner, and is now proceeding to 
be embarked on board the Valentine, in ordfer tabe fent to England ; and we mud 
beg leave to obferve to you, gentlemen, that it appears, from the whole tenor 
of his condudt, that his aim has been to reduce us to the neceffity of taking this 
meafure ; he had prepared himfelf for the voyage ; and he had, we are informed^ 
all his papers and eve*y thing neceffary ready, m order to embark, when • he was 
feized by Captain Coxe. ' 
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1 ..... 

* *■ » 

1 

Nx>. 13 r. 

Tio the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefdent and Governor, &c. Gentlemen of 

the SeleSi Committee. 

My Lori> and Gentlemen, Calcutta, Sept. 13th, 17** 

In confequence of your appointment of me to the Supra-viforfhipofthe Burdwaa 
affairs, L immediately applied myfelf to the examination of the accounts of the reve* 
nue$ of that country, as far as they had been tranfmitted to-the Board, from the Com* 
pany's firft taking poffeffion of that province. The following is a fummary ftatemem 
thereof, fpecifying each year's demands and payments. 

Dr. Burdwan Revenues, lySu Cr- 

* 

Rupee** Rupees, 

To balance of 1760 - 51 1000 : a : o Total receipts - - - 3304881 : 12 : 6 
Malguzatry 1761 . - 3256000 : o : o Balance due - - - - 45$*l8 -3 \6 






37*1000 : o : o 3761000' i f o i.O 

Vt. 
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* Rupees. Rupees, 

Malguzarry ijGi - 3400000 : o : o Total receipts - - - 3521635 : 8 : 

An overplus ' • - - 12 1635 : 8 : o 

* * . 

3511635 : 8 : ° 

Dr» - Burdwan Revenues, .1765. Cr. 

Malguzarry 1763 * - 340000a: o : o Total receipts - - - 3344260 : o : o 

Balkncedue - - ■ - - 55800:0:0 

■ ■ ■ 1 » — — — .i 

» 

3400000 : o : o 

- , r- «■•■«■ • ' 

Dr- Burdwan Revenuesi 17644 Cr. 

Malguzarry 1764 - — 3200000 ; a: o Total receipts - - - 3149737 : 4 : 3 

Ballance due - - - - 50262:11 :g 

; » : ■": :»••... 320OOOO : O :o 

...... 1 . t .• 

Dr» The Burdwan Rajah Account Ballances» Cr. 

To amount ballance 1761 4561 18 : 3 : 6 An overplus 1762 - - 1*1635 : 8 : o 

1763 55800 : o : o Ballance - - - - - 440545 : 7 -3 

1764 50262:11:9, , , . . ■ ■ 

562180:15:3 

562180:15:3. — - 

Which will be accounted for as follows - - - 44^545 : 7 : 3 

Deduft Mudge-kiraut for the year 1761, allowed to the Conguy's 
and other officers, negle&ed to be ftruck off the Malguzarry in the 
above fiatement of that year - - - - — • 51103:6:0 

389442 : 1 : 3 
Deduft Poolbundy advanced for repairs of dykfc3, 

roads, &c. to be paid by them - - ... - 41000 : o : a. 
Difference of Batta on monies remitted, . which thfe 
Rajah accufes the Podars of the Calcutta treafury of 
not having brought to account, and which he engages 
to prove, . if not, he is to pay the fame - - - - 45426: 10 : o. 

■ ■ 86426: 10 : o 
■ ■ill «^— — — ****** 

303015 : 7 13 
Deduft caffi paid into the treafury from June 30th to July 6th - - 1 62752 : o : a 

1 r i 

Rupees,. 1402 63 : 7 : 3 

By the above ftatement you will obferye; that, at the clofe of the fourth year, there 

was immediately due from the Rajah rupees 303015:7:3, which I demanaed of him, 

infilling on die fiill payment of it before we came.to-^ny fetriement for the prefent year. 

Jie made rriahy objections to a compliance, particularly remarking, that, as he had 

' been 
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been diverted of all power and influence in the collections, he thought it unjuft to b$;obNi 
liged toanfwcr for any lofles and deficiencies in the revenues which have arofe from the* 
bad condudt of thofc who had the management. However, as I perfifted in his complying? 
with the Malguzarry he had agreed for, he at length confented, and paid into the treafury. : 
the fum of rupees 1 62,752 in part of his ballance, and executed an obligation to pay the 
remainder rupees 140,263:7:3 in two months, which I accepted, and defired him to 
proceed to Burdwan, and that 1 fhould, in confequence of my appointment, imme- 
diately follow him. The fum of rupees 41,000, lent by the Company, under the head 
of Poolbundy, to the tenants, for the ncceflary repairs of dykes, roads, &c. is (till out- 
itanding, and, when due, will be collected and brought to the Company's credit. In 
the fettling the accounts there appears a deficiency of rupees 45,426: 10, which the Ra- 
jah complains of as owing to the roguery of thofe people in Calcutta appointed tolhroff 
and receive the money, and which I cannot think him any ways anfwerable for, as it is 
evident the whole was difpatched from Burdwan. The Rajah has fince paid part of the 
bond he gave for rupees 140,263 : 7 : 3, and I make no doubt but he will fhortly dif- 
charge the whole. 

On my arrival at Burdwan, and infpedting the ftateof the revenues and collections', 
for the preceding as well as the prcfent year, I was furprifed to find a large decreafe of 
the revenues from the firft of our taking pofleffion. The rents of the province, accord- 
ing to the Jummabundy, or rent-roll, of 1168, or 1761, amounted to rupees 
3,724*474: 10 : 8, which by the * outcry of 1 169, were encreafed rupees 529,034: 1 ; 1 1, 
alio by Chaukeran Balguzarry affairs (or lands allotted for fervants, refumed this year) 
rupees 103,825, making in all rupees 4,357,334: 0:7, out of which rupees 3,785:4:4, 
were deducted for the Rajah's Nuncar in one of the Purgunnahs, the fum therefore due 
was rupees 4,353,548:12:3, of which were collected from the farmers rupees 
3,460,985: 1 :8. For the year 1170, or 1763, the fame Jummabundy and with fome 
fmall articles of encreafe, came to. rupees 4,481,035: 10: 15, of which were collected 
rupees 3,7 1 9,464 : 9 : 4. The very great ballances of thefe two years, amounting to ru- 
pees 1,654,134: 12:6, made the honourable Board fenfible of the impoffibility of the . 
then farmers complying with their agreements, and that the lands could not be made to 
produce any thing equal to the valuation in confequence of the * outcry in 1 169; they" 
therefore iffued an order, whereby thofe who chofe it might'relinqutfh or keep their farms 
on making good their ballances out of their private fortunes, and that fuch as were riot 
able fhould have their farms taken from them, and their goods fold to do it. Many 
were glad to take advantage of the firft order, altho* certain ruin attended it; and many 
more were obliged to fubmit to the latter, by which lands to the amount of rupees; 
2,6 1 5,434 : 4 : 4 became Cofs. The dilad vantages of collecting in that manner were fa 
evident, that it was refolved to endeavour to farm them out again for the third year on the~ 
beft terms that could be procured. The examples, however, of the two former years 
were fufficient to prevent men of fubftance and credit from offering themfelves ; fo 
that only to the amount of rupees 580,429 : 4: o was taken at a confiderable difeoiint 
from the former jumma or valuation, although the moft profitable were feledted out 
of the whole by the Muttafeddees, who were well acquainted with what they would; 
produce. The reft, amounting to rupees 2,035,034:4:0, ftill continued- Cofs, and* 
Sheikdars, or collectors were appointed to them, people in every refpeft as unworthy" 
and infamous in their characters as the purchafers of the year 1 1 69, who had been juft 
difmffled, by which the expences in collecting were very considerably encreafed. 
The Jummabundy of 1171, including an encreafe this year of rupees 3,013: 9^16, 
amounted to rupees 4,484,049:4: 11 out of which is to be dedu&ed rupees 12,744:4: 18- 
for lofles fuftained by hail, &c fo that rupees 4,471*304: 15; 13 remained due; of 
this fum was only colkCted rupees 3,51 2,39 : 3 3 : o, io that there appeals to be a^balianoe 
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{op the firft year of rupees 892,563 : 10: 15; for the fecond, rupees 761,571 : 1 : 11 ; and 
for the third, rupees 958,91c: 12:13, making together, for the three years for which 
the lands were fold at outcry, a deficiency in the eftimation made from the fales of 
1 1 69 of rupees 2,613,046:8: 19. Out of the ballance of the third year, the fum of 
rupees 554,124:6: 14 arifes from the Cofs-lands only, a fum much larger than the 
amount-advances bid at the outcry, not a rupee of which can ever be recovered, as the 
revenues of thefe lands are collected by fervants appointed for that purpofe, whole duty 
it was to pay into the treafury— only what they receive from the tenants, on fettling 
whofe accounts no farther demand could be made upon them. From the above ac- 
count you will obferve how very fhort of what was eftimated in 1 1 69 the real produce of 
the province has been, and how little profpeft there was of its mending 5 nor do I 
think it can be otherwife whilft the fame plan of an outcry is purfued. The being 
put into immediate pofleffion of lands, of which the purchaier is to have the fole col- 
lection, independent of the Rajah and his officers, or the chief and Council, on his 
agreeing to pay into the Cutcherry a certain fum, is a fufficient inducement for men of 
defperate fortunes, fuch as have no method of livelihood, and who, by their mal-prac- 
tfces in other parts, w r ere incapable of getting employment, to come and offer them- 
felves as purchafers, thereby fecuring an immediate fubfiftence, and hoping by their 
oppreffion to get fome profit, even fhould they buy in the lots too dear to obtain any 
thing by them in a fair way; and as the fale was public, no bidder could there be 
confidently objected to. With thefe views, they cared not what they bid ; and 
while the old farmers, who had pofleffion, perhaps, from father to fon for many 
years paft, continued to rife in their offers, and probably exceeded the real value 
of the lands, rather than be turned out of what they efteemed their eftates and 
habitations, and infulted by new comers ; thefe laft always thought they could 
afford fomething more : thus the greateft part of the province fell into the hands 
of a fet of rapacious wretches, who revelled in the produce of the lands which 
ought to have been paid into the Cutcherry ; the confequence of which was, that, at 
the clofe of the year 1 170, a moft enormous ballance was incurred, as has been above 
remarked, and the Ryots, who had been opprefled by the head farmers, and many 
ruined, were obliged to defert their lands which then became uncultivated. The fub- 
ftantial farmers, who, rather than quit their habitations, had purchafed at the 
outcry, at an exorbitant rate, were obliged to relinquilh their farms on making good 
the ballances out of their private fortunes, by which many were ruined, whilft all the 
fatisfadtion that could be obtained from the others, was to turn them out, without hopes 
of ever recovering any thing from them. 

It is a circumftance that muft appear evident to every one who refledts on the na- 
ture of this fcheme, how prejudicial it will ultimately prove to the country. If the 
lpafes are granted for fo fhort a time, it only ferves as an incitement to ill-dif- 
pofed people to take them ; having no concern in the future fuccefs and wel- 
fare or the country, they pay no regard to any thing but the enriching them- 
lelves at the expence and to the detriment of the induftrious Ryot, by which the 
lands foon become negledted and uncultivated. It is a known cuftom here for 
the farmers, who are defirous of encreafing the number of their tenants, and pro- 
moting the good of their country, to aflift them from time to time with money to- 
wards purchafing the neceflary implements for cultivation, as well as to fupport their 
families till the produce of their lands enable them to fupport themfelvcs, and which 
I have never known repaid in lefs than three years. It is not, therefore, to be ex- 
pected that people in the above circumftanccs fhould attempt improvements at a cer- 
tain lofs; on the contrary, when the lands are difpofed of at a moderate rent, to fub- 
ftantiaiahd creditable p»ple, to be held in perpetuity, it becomes their own interefiy 
equally with that of the government, to encourage the cultivation. 



Bengal Mr*. 


Rupees. Annas. "Pice* 


H67 


1,014,242 : I : 4 


Il68 


1,166,910 : 3 : 10 


1169 


1,272,854 : : 15 


II70 


^1^72,854 s : 15 


W7I 


912,237 : 1 : 5 
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* After the heavy lofles and real detriment the firft outcnrT^ad prdrcd xtf^toVtfijs* 
whole province, I was greatly furprifed to find, on my arrivil there,, dut it Eaft£rea] 
again expofed to public fale; however, purchasers 'had only been found for about • 
S2 lacks of rupees, fo great was the prejudice taken at the former fale^ and the whole; 
of that very confiderably under the Jumma-bundy of 1169, excepting the farms" 
lately held by Meffrs. Johnftone, Hay, and Bolts, on which a great advance Was W *;~ 
the reft of the province, for which there were no bidders, became Cofs; the ftatcment" 
of. the revenues of thefe lands is as follows: _■■■-%- — 

■ 1 

£hriftian Mm, 

.1760, or 

1761, - 

1762, - 

1.7 6 4> " 

By which you will obferve the great difference in the Jumrna, or valuation of them, 
between 1 169, and 1 1 71, the firft jand the laft years of the outcry, befides the almoft cer- 
tainty,, from the diftrefs the lands were left in, of their decreafing as much again in their 
value, if continued to be colle&ed in this manner, and attended with a very confideraWe 
addition of expencc in fervants, &c. that muft be employed in that fervice. Such a 
ptofpeft of inevitable ruin I thought required fome immediate ftep to be taken. Nothini 
appearing fo effectual as what I mentioned above, I endeavoured to engage men ol 
fubftance and character to take the charge of them, with a promife, that if they 
exerted themfelves in the improvement, they ihould never be difpofiefied, but meet 
with all due encouragement and favour from the Company. In confequence of this 
many offered, and confidering how far the feafon was advanced, I thought no time , 
Ihould be loft in putting them into immediate poffeflionj and notwithftanding the 
beft part of the time for cultivation is elapfed, they have agreed to pay, within very 
little, what they yielded laft year ; the next year they give an encreafe, the third a 
larger, and the fourth they will fully pay what they produced in 1167 ; after which/, 
ihould it be found neceffary to lay any general encreafe or tax upon the province, thefe ? 
people will fubjedt themfelves thereto equally with others. 

I make no doubt but the Company will receive this year from thirty-two to thirty- 
three lacks, which is as much as they have hitherto got upon a medium. The Raj^h 
has already offered thirty-two for his Malguzarry ; but as on a farther fcrutiny intqn 
the feveral branches of the bufinefs, and diminifhing the feveral very heavy charges 
at prefent upon the province, I may fomewhat encreafe it, I have hitherto deferred, . 
coming to any agreement with him ; fince, if I did, whatever Ihould arife, would ofV 
courfe go to him. I have already reprefented to him the great and unneceffary charge ., 
of his troops, the monthly pay of which is rupees 22,000; the morefo as die Com- 
pany keep there a battalion of Sepoys for the fervice of the province. He has ftruck off 
7000 rupees per month, and I am in great hopes I fhall be able to leffen this charge 
ftill more. . *. 

The Bazee Zcmeen, or charity lands, are faid to amount to 'between four and > 
five lacks of Begas, great part of thefe it has been thought (and I believe, with 
reafon) to be mtfapplied ; the Board has repeatedly ordered a fcrutiny to be made injto 
rtie Sunnuds and claims, but I do not find xt has ever yet been properly fettled, and. w 
a tax was to have been laid on fuch as, on examination, Ihould be found to be in 
___ a ... _ people no ways entitled thereto; laft year the revenues fell fo, very . 

• For the Court of Dirtaars fcatimentt hereon, See extn&oi their letter to tta.ScJ^ CMmtttet . . 
in Bengal. — Appendix! p. 137, paragraph 17. 

ihort 
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&ort, and &me expedient bong thought necef&ry to raife more money, if roffible, 
to complete the Company's Malguzarry, Mr. Johnftone taxed the whole of this land 
at 9 Annas* per Bega, without regard to what was really applied to the purpofes it was 
intended for, except fome which Mr. Marriott had cleared during his ihort Hay at 
Burdwan : as thefe lands have ever been held facred and free from any imposition, I 
muft think fo general an order would not have met with the fan&ion of the Board, 
had the cafe been properly ftated to them ; but there appears to me to have been an 
abfolute neceffity for fome extraordinary meafiire, fince the revenues of the country 
could not fupply the Malgu2arry, although at the fame time the Board agreed to re* 
ceive two lacks lefs than the Rajah had before fettled ; for the confequence of this has 
been, that many of thefe lands have been left uncultivated, until very lately, on my 
afTurances that fuch as can prove their claims fhall have their lands given up for the 
future; as many of thefe lands have become the property of people whofe want of 
merit and qualifications to entitle them to fuch an indulgence, ferve but to make it a 
nurfcry of indolence ; and as the right of reverfion is vefted in the Rajah, I repre- 
fented it to him, and have obtained in behalf of the Company the reverfion of what 
lhall fall to him by death, until it amounts to one half of the whole, as a fund for 
the ufe and fupport of fuch invalided Sepoys and others, as have or may fuffer in our 
fervice : the better to fecure this, as foon as poffible, a regular regifter of them is 
making. 

On examining into the clrcumftances of the principal farmers of the province, I* 
found that the mod confiderable part of the lands was farmed by Muttafeddees, and 
thofe the moft profitable fele&ed out by them ; it is through thefe people we are to 
acquire a knowledge into the ftate of the country, the revenues and cuftoms in col- 
le&ing ; and while they, by being fuch extenfive farmers, have fo large an intereft, 
they do their utmoft not only to keep us ignorant but alfo to deceive us in points of 
the greateft confequence ; befides which, being themfelves capable, and no doubt 
guilty of great frauds in their accounts, they are under thd neceffity of conniving; Of 
the fame in others, to prevent a deteftion in themfelves. They are very fenfible how 
thefe arguments may be ufed againft them, and are the more cautious^ of letting it be 
known what lands they have ; they, therefore, have a cuftom of making feveral Go- 
maftahs to take them, giving different people in their families for fecurities ; this is not 
only the cuftom of the heads, but is followed by every petty Mohooree in each office ; 
exclufive of which, the infamous pra&ices ufed by tHem to obtain the lands at the 
outfcry at an under rate, are moft notorious. I would therefore recommend, that fuch 
Muttafeddees as hold a large quantity of lands, fhould be obliged to quit them, or 
their offices, and that nobody holding any poll be permitted to farm, except it be a 
Very fmall quantity for the converfency of their houfe and family ; I would, however, 
defer it rill the beginning of next year, as the heavy colledtions are now coming on, 
and their quitting their farms immediately might be very prejudicial. 

The obtaining a true knowledge of the revenues, and juft valuation of the country, 
has ever been ftrenuoufly recommended by the Company, but we have been very far 
from acquiring it. It was Mr. Johnftone's opinion, as has been before remarked, 
that the beft method was to expofe the province to a public falc, and that the amount 
that' fhould be bid, would fix its utmoft value ; however, exclufive of the many dis- 
advantages of this plan juft explained, and which we have learnt from experience, 
there remains another very material objection, and which is the caufe of the Mutta- 
feddees recommending it, viz. that it leads to no difcovery of what they have hitherto 
concealed, as (fuppofing the juftnefs of Mr. Johnftone's argument) it can only fix the 
value of thofe lands we are at ptefcnt acquainted with ; whereas, I believe, nobody doubts 
bur by tindiag tua the quantity of lands which really carift, the revenues coming into 

Ee the 
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tb^SitetftwouM be greatly encreafed, I mean exelufive of what might be jdHcov^re<f 
in the Bafcee 2<emeen, which itfelf muft be very confiderable. The great quantity-fctf 
kinds in pofieffion of the different Muttafeddees, have been fele&cd out of the whole 
province as the moft profitable, containing more cultivated ground, and producing a 
greater profit than is by moft people imagined ; rhefe they ever kept amongft them*- 
Jetves, to prevent their real value being known. I would therefore recomrhend, that 
an account fhould be made of every rurgunnah, and every village, haut, &CiiiViti 
its ; Jumma, and the exa<ft meafurement of its lands, and as much r of this laft as pofc 
fible to be executed by furveyors appointed by you ; the Muttafeddecs have ever op- 
pofed this, and reprefented it as impracticable, becaufe they are fenfible it muft tend 
to their diigrace, and the diminifhing their advantages ; but which, I am convinced, 
may be overcome, notwithftanding every obftacle from them is to be expected; 1 it 
will be the more eafy too when fuch as chufe to hold their offices are divefted of th6ir 
lands, and the reft only farmers without the influence of office. The above objections 
which they have railed make it the more defirable, fince it is known they have their 
intereft in avoiding it. 

On my arrival at Burdwan I found the Rajah, as he had before aflured me, quite 
unacquainted with the tranfadtions and affairs of his country, and without the refpedt 
due to his office: his incapacity, and the neceflity of our fuperior influence and 
power, may be urged as a reafon for it; but I think it will be better policy to have 
aim fully acquainted with his affairs, and that a proper refpeft fhould be paid him as 
Rsyah ; nor would I have him under fuch an influence, as not to be able to make his 
Complaints to Calcutta in any cafe where he may think himfelf aggrieved, as I am 
informed happened in Mr. Johnftone's time, when, after having made his efcape pri- 
vately out of thp province, he was obliged to return without being allowed a heat* 
ing ; and his officers, who were bringing the papers, which were proofs of his griev- 
ances, were feized juft entering Calcutta, by fome of the factory Sepoys, and alfo 
carried back. At the fame time I would not quit the leaft jot of our power in the 
country. Nothing on his part can be done without our mutual confent; and I find 
him both willing and ready to concur in every thing I propofe. By fupporting him 
on this footing we may with greater propriety make him accountable for any defi- 
ciency in the payment of the revenues than we could before. Although I have 
made him accountable for every rupee of the ballances of former years, yet I muft 
fay his complaints in Calcutta, of the hardfhip done him in obliging him tx> pay 
rhem, have been founded on too much rcaibn. He cannot now plead the fame ; 
the Company will have a double fecurity, the revenue itfelf, as the collections will 
-ftill continue to pafs through our hands, and the Rajah, in cafe of deficiency from 
the roguery of his people, employed. 

I have been taking an account of the ballances of former years* rents due to the 
Rajah, which are very confiderable. I fhall colledt as much of them as I can with- 
out oppreffing the people, or any ways injuring the collections of this year, and re-. 
commend this as a fund for paying off his debts, which are very large. Many of 
his creditors have the whole of their fortunes in his hands ; but amonglf the firft to 
be confidered, I would recommend Juggut Sect, and one Gurdy Loll : the former, for 
his attachment to the Englifh, and the fufferings of his family on our account, T 
think deferves our attention, and that we fhould take this opportunity of manifesting 
our regard for them ; the latter, on our firft taking pofleffion, as I have been in- 
formed, voluntarily lent the Rajah one lack of rupees -f , which was paid into ouf 
treafury at a time when, owing to the troubles in the country, the Rajah found 
great difficulty in collecting in his revenues ; and although he was promiftd to be tfeiy 
ihortly refunded, he has to this day received nothing* 

The 
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} The raw filk of this province being of a better quality than that' of Coflimbazat*; 
tad the CompaayV demands for this article greater than before, I am giving crv^ry 
encouragement to eftcreafe the produce of it. By letting the mulberry plantations at 
a lefs rent than in other countries, it will induce a number to employ their lands fotf 
this purpofe, and largely cncreafe our revenues ; for. a fpot of land with, mtilfoerrj 
trefcs, and another with paddy, and the ground of both equal in goodneft, the former 
will yield a rent from eight to twenty rupees, when the latter will not yield t\^ r ru- 
pees. The encreafe of quantity will I hope decreafe the price, when this articte' 
may be purchafed for the Company at a reafonable rate. 

From the vicinity of the Burdwan province to the Prefidency, I cannot think the 
appointment • of a fadtoiy any ways neceflary. One perfon to refide on the fpot, 
who will, in conjunction with the Rajah and his officers, fign all papers, and iilufc 
all orders, which regard the collections, is fully fufficient, and which is at prcferit the 
duty of the council in rotation. A fupra-vifor may, as he fees occafion, go there to 
fettle and regulate any matters that may occur, or fend his directions from hence. If 
it is urged that thefe gentlemen prefide over the feveral courts of juftice, and thereby 
relieve the poor, I muft remark, that in fo very large a diftriCt as this province, it is 1m- 
poffible to have the greateft part of the complaints brought to Burdwan. It is therefore 
-cuftomary to iffue directions to the Sheikdars, &c. in the Purgunnahs at the head Of 
the petition, ordering them to enquire into it. Befides which, as the gentlemen afle 
obliged to inform themfelves through the fervants and Banyans appointed to^ each 
office, I do not think it fo neceflary to have that number, as one might equally t*#1 
attend to caufes of any confequence. I am the more inclined to recommend this 
change, as it would be a means of leflcning very confiderably the expences of the 
faCtory. Whatever fhall be recovered this way, inftead of reverting to the Rajah, 
maybe added to the Company's Malguzarry. Should your lordfhip, &c.*M?hink it 
neceflary to purfuc this mcafure, I beg leave to offer to your confideration the fixltig 
the neceflary appointments on this occafion, both to the fupra-vifor and the affiftant. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. VERELST. 
No. 132. 

* • 

Courts eftabliftied in the province of" Burdwan for the admini- 
ftration of juftice, and collection of the revenue. 

• • • 1 

The like Jminiftral ion prevails nearly in all the provinces of Bengal. 

Sudder Cutcbcrry* . .* 

In this court areTeceivcd all the land-rents and revenues of the province, all ac- 
counts relative to them adjufted, all purchafes and fales of lands and property con- 
firmed, all differences between landlord and tenant heard and determined, and from. 
7 iience all orders refpedting the rents and revenues are iflued. . 

Buxey Duftore. 

This court fuperinterids the conduct of all the forces, guards, and other perfons 
employed for tbe protection of the province m general, the prevention of thefts and 
<diilurhanccs of the peace of the inhabitants; and all orders refpeding fuch perfons 
are iflued from this office : at the lame time it provides for their pay and fubfiitenccv 
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n Thi jtui&i&ion of this court is wfcoUf confined to cti&ix^ /mam 
jodgtaicftt ef capital offences. ?T 

Hurrah Jdglat 

Is* court of meum and tuum for all demands above 50 tupees, &nd, ;d*ei hot in- 
terfere in any claims under the amount of that film* 






•;•:■. 



sdmun Duftor$ 

Is in a great meafure a court fubordfeiate to the Sudder Cutcherry^ as alt compfefcts 
are firft made to the former, and referred from thence for trial to the latter... "Tk|y 
relate entirely to the bufinefe of the revenue, and the conduct of thofc einptofed &, 
thecoUedtob. ....WSfcu 

Cbtotab AitUt -^ • -i 

Takes cognizance of all fuits for debts not exceeding the fum of 50 imgeesk 

# 

&azts Zemeen* Duffcre* 

Is a court for fettling all differences relative to charity lands, and Qthfer jpttMJc: 
fupports* Each perfon s property in claims of this kind are alccrtained, ana fcotiik 

'fcnot all orders refpe&ing them are iffueck 

<• ^ » 

Btzee Jumma Duftorc. 

This court takes, cognizance of adulteries, abortions,, and other crimes,, that more 
Immediately concern the peace and happinefs of private families, grants for lands,, 
and pubKc works for the accommodation of travellers^ fuch as Tanks* or ponds irar 
water/ Serais, or refting places, &c* are iffiied from, this courts 

Ktridgt D*fior* 

4 The landholders accounts* when fettled, are fent to this court for payment ; and in? 
.fuch cafes where the debtor is incapable of paying the amount,, a power i$ lodged in* 
this coitft to compromife the debt* 

* * * * 

ALL the proceedings of thefc COURTS* and evidence given (except in matters bf 

4 trifling nature) are recorded; and, no orders of thefe courts in Burdwan can ' be 

executed, until approved and figaed by the Rajah,, or fupreme governor of the jfrb- 

• Vlnce, arid by the Englifh uefident on the part of the Company as Dewan." Ttjis'kft 

- *cgu!atio& was found neceffary toreprefs the extreme corruption which befi^ref pj; 
'tailed; It muft be confefled that this power, is very great, although an impfopetlfe 

of it is in fome meafure prevented by the checks interpofed. That the piefent fyf- 
tern of government is an improvement* may be feen from, the flourifliifcg uate^of ^he 
^rovkiee, and from the condition of the Company's revenues* l J 1 -* 

- Art appeal againft the conduct of the. refident may at all times be made to th^ go- 
vernor and counsik 
'• •' No. * 33 . 
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The Pre/ident's Mnute> rejpe&mg the Calcutta lands. ^ v 

I now beg leave to lay before you the refult of my Jong^and laboripuSrrejfijaiches 
into the Calcutta lands* l, ° '• * '*'*> s » 



By the ieveral accounts taken at different times of the meafurcmeut of the twervg^- 

foui^ Purgunnahs,, it appears, that the whole of the lands amount to ijOoHZ^ff^ft-- 

r gas,*&nd fttt&riCoaas of gtound*, which has been cultivated ; But om afcctfUnt of £^*ri- 

ties, lands pretended to be deferted, and others again fecreted, not abort two; jtfcjyftb 

of this meafurement have actually paid rents to the Company. 

j ^ xefea^rch: ijoto tb,e caufe of this deficiency, (being well convinced that, mftead of 
JL decrease, there has bfeen a confiderable mcreafe of the inhabitants On the<2arapaijy's 
binds,) is what has particularly engaged my time and attention, " - ^:;:r>j 

On an examination of the chanty lands it appears, that when the Company re- 
ceived charge of thefe Purgunnahs, the total of lands affigned for this pu*pofe ^aa 
v account of which was deKvered in by the Zemeendars themfelves) Bcgw. C* G. 
r ;junounted to t - - - - : J "' - • -' - - - ; 217,452 1*9 ->.$ 
^Ifocetoheri there hai been reforried ' 5> ?• : - - - * «*- » ;.:: .214,971::* «*• :^p 

I ' l l I 'l j ' Mf !fjf » i j i i n j n 

(b that the total of the charity lands fhould ftand at 202,481 : 18 :^8 

Inltead of which it has, by fome means, probably by the villainy of the blafcfc fe?- 
vants in office, increafed "fince that time to no lefs than 263,70a Begas, 2 Cottas,. 
8 Gundas, by which the Company has been deprived of the annual rent of 61,220 

.Begas, 4 Cottas, 8 Gundas, molt, if not all, of which has moft probably Ibeen dflT- 
$<Sl£& of amongft thg black fervants in office, or their dependents. 
* In the account of thefe lands, it is faid that 25,679 Begas, 13 Cottas, h*ve beep 
lying uncultivated for a confiderable time. As they were originally defigned for, ac*l 
appropriated to the immediate maintenance and fupport of poor people, or -to reli- 
gious purpofes, they could be of ufe only whilft they were cultivated ; and ought 
immediately, as they became negle&ed by the people who had the charge of them,. 

. *o have been refumed, according tt* the cuftom of the country, by the .Company. 
I judge a confiderable addition might be made to the revenues by obliging every j^er- 
fbn to produce the Sunnud by which he is entitled to hold thefe lands. The amount 
of the lands allotted to the above charitable purpofes, after refuming the 61,220 
Begas, 4 Cottas, 8 Gundas, I think is very confiderable; for eftimating the 202,481 
Begas, 18 Cottas, 8 Gundas, at the medium ceatfgf the other lands, the annual reve- 
nue will be no lefs than 314,628 rupees. . . 

The amount of the Ryotty lands, or thofe whiclfc are farmed out, appears oh tile 
Cutcherry books to be 591,172 Begas, 9 Cottas, producing an annual revenue Of 
1,0x2,305 rupees, 12 Annas. There have, moreover, flood under this head 49,263 
Begas, 3 Cottas, 12 Gundas, faid to be uncultivated ; but from the feveral examina- 
tions made therein, I am of opinion that it is moftly cultivated, and ought to be 
brought to the immediate credit of. the revenue. It alfo appears, that the landb held 
by the fervants in office, and their dependents, have been eftimated at a lefr rent than 
tjicy ftould have been by 15,877 rupees, 5 Annas, 13 Pice, Tvhich will iikewjfc 
be brought to account ^ as I fee no neceffity for douceurs, where every man employed 
By the Company receives his monthly allowance. Nor can I trace by .what authority 
they hold them at the low rate they have hitherto done. \ 

. , Under the head of Commlr, or lands cultivated by contraft, there .appears* to. he 
*98>30£ Begas, 19 Cottas, 12 Gundas. The amount of thefe lands jjnift .ev*r be 
uncertain, as the rents .being paid in the products of the land, their value depfpds 
wholly on the fale of fuch produ&s. However, eftimating them on a medium by 
what they have -hitherto yielded, their rents will amount to 25.1,842 rupees, .10 
Annas, n Pice, 

' * tyWrnkwCurtitoint of Ittdki Bengal 11 thai eftifntfed ; ( 

16 Gundas make i Cetta, ' 

,'j ao Cotui = 1 Bega, or aboat 16,000 fquare fret. ' *-il . 
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: '' I?rom J hence fche^refent eflimitc of /riie.landfwill ftaiid^ follows-:"" v .. : «,.>; r 

"Begas, Cottas, Cauda**' ■ ;■-■■' ' '■■/ -;«.'' '♦ 

Charity, 6i>2 20 4 o Refunied what was introduced under this bead of 

... ■ ' ■ > ~ which there is atprefbnt ... ^ /j :; 

:. ' Rupees, i^ana^ yke. 

• cultivated 35,540 1 1 o to yield at a very low rent - - 42»7[4o ^ r * J'ijp. 
Ryotty > 591^172 90- Rupees 1,012,305 12 o 
Ditto, faid to 

be uncukivat- ^ 29,363 3 12 
cd, brought to 
account, 

Commar, 198.305 19 12 
Charity lands } m ~ 

Lands held by the fervants at an under rent 
Tallook Darans, Rent fixt 
Gaut Ektear-pore, Ditto 

• • ■ 

Charity lands j 

paying no > 202,481 18 8 valued at 

rent. J— 

Begas - 1,082,543 15 o 
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• .'This amount is what I think may be reafonatbly expected for the 24 Purgua- 
nahs, as you will be pleafed to obferve, that by the extreme low eftimation I have put on 
all fuch lands as are now refumed, I allow a poflibility of fome not being immediately 
cultivated ; but the anxious endeavours of the perfons who were the befl acquainted 
with thefe lands, to conceal from me all they poffibly could, convinces me that they are 
a&ually cultivated, and that the Company is unjuftly deprived of its rights ; for .tjiefe 
people could, otherwife, have no intereft in keeping from our knowledge the^r, re^l 
dftate. Indeed, from the beft information I can obtain, there are fcarcely any-unculti- 
▼ated, and if fo, their rents ought to be immediately raifed to the fuU rate of the 
other lands, which in general is much more reafonable than in^ny other part of the 
country; as a proof of which I now lay before you the rents of two Furgunnahs \n 
the Burdwan country. ..?■■:.■ 

In order to point out clearly where the lands lie, and to realize ^at I have ^tjoye 
eflimated, I have given a particular ftatement of each Purgunnah; alfo the 
different rates at which the rents of the lands are collected, eftimated from their fe- 
veral produdts. Likewife a lift of the rates at which the rents of the Burdwan lands 
are colledted, eftimated from their produds ; by comparing which it will appear how 
low the Calcutta rents are to thofe of Burdwan. 

In the eftimate I have before formed, by which the value of the lands appears to 
be 1,405,860 rupees, 7 Annas, 12 Pice. I made no addition on account of the 
three Purgunnahs not yet meafured, Medunmull, Hatteagur, and Borritch-Hautty. 
Thefe, at the mbft reafonable eftimation, will yield an increafe of 50,000 rupees, 
when their meafurement is afcertained, which I would recommend to be done as fooa 
aspoffible. 

The 
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Tfic meafurement of the Purgunnahs, Calcutta^ Ballea, Maugora, and Caufpore, 
requires an examination ; as I am informed, that it has not been properly taken, and 
that they will admit of a confiderableincreafe in the rents. 

Thefe, together with the Batta of ; rupees, Bazee Jumma, or colle&ions made in 
the Purgunnah Cutchcrries, Salammies on weddings, and vifitations of the Dees, 
called Didarry, farms of Tuffauls, fait and wax, duties colle&ed in the markets and 
<5auts, iritereft on money advanced for cultivation, repairs of dykes and bridges, rents 
of the Collarries, the fifteen Dees, and of Calcutta town, are none of them included 
in the eftimation I have laid before you. They alfo require a particular fcrutiny, as 
well as the expences attending the colledtions ; and I am perfeftly fenfible that many 
lands are ftill held at a low unequitable rent, though the intricacies and delays attend- 
ing thefe matters have prevented my finding them out. 

' I likewife lay before you a ftatement of the collections from May 1763, to the 
prefeat time, by which you will fee that there is due to the Company the furti of 
M4l>6o2 rupees, io:«Annas, 9 Pice, a great- part of which I judge may be re* 
covered. 

The farmers who formerly rented the lands appear, on the adjuftment of the fe- 
veral accounts, to be indebted to the Company, as per lift inclofed, 35,148 Sicca 
rupees, 11 Annas, 5 Pice. This fum fhould be demanded, and brought to the 
"Company's account ; or if any particular confiderations have been allowed them, the 
lame fhould appear in the Cutcherry books, and their accounts be finally clofecL 
• As it will be iinpoffible to fix the juft value of the lands until their meafurement 
and produds can be afcertained, I would recommend that as many capable furveyors 
as could be procured, fhould be employed on this bufiriefs. They fhould be direfted 
to form a regifter of all the Ryots, the quantity of land each holds, and the ufual 
produdk ; when each Ryot might have inferted in his Pottah the meafurement of his 
lands, and the annual or monthly rent he is to pay. This will prevent the impo* 
fitions of the black fervants, or, if you farm the lands, any oppreffion of the 
farmers. . ; 

The more I have examined into the ftate of thefe Purgunnahs, the more lam con- 
vinced of the confiderable improvements that *may be made therein. I have com- 
municated the difcoveries I have made to feveral of the perfons who were appointed 
by the Seleft Committee to farm the lands, fhould 'the Company let them out this 
year ; and I believe they would willingly take then# at a great incrcaft above what 
was paid laft year, but nothing adequate to the real -value. I therefore think that 
unfefe they come nearly to the eftrmate I have made, the rents fhould be colledfced 
on the Company's account for another feafon ; and I doubt not but by that time the 
farmers will be fenfible that the eftimation I have put on them is far below their - 
real value. 
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- The Gemttiittoe having maturely confidered the feveral importaht contents of the 
PrefidentV and Mr. Becher's joint lettei:, together with their leparate opinions of the 
geherll AitBof: tfceife provinces— -are of opinion, that the prefent ftate of the revenues, 
public and private commerce, manufactures and agriculture, are fuch as give room for 
the irioft ferioys ftpprcfteofion ; and that the decline in each of thofe grand concerns 
has fpread itfelf fo as to have produced a crifis in our affairs, which, (unlefs.fpeedily 
and property attended to, whilft there are meafures left in the country, of which there 
can be no doubt but there are yet many,) muft, in a great meafure, difappoint our 
future expectations from thefe poffeffions. 

The Gtanmittee, having endeavoured to trace and aflign the true caufe of our de* 
dining fituawh, xindnimoufly agree, that the following imperfections in the formation 
and condtid of th± fyftem hitherto purfued, are the grand and original foufcees 
thereof* 

1. The ftaftt of fufscient chocks in the inftruments of government, who are gene* 
rally advfcnturere from Perfi^ educated in the maimers and principles of a government 
where tjraBttj^ corruption, atod^anarchy are predominant; who are Grangers to the 
cuftoms; ahd Indifferent to the welfare of this country ; and who cannot by any vigi- 
lance be rcftftS&^d, $r by^afty feverity be deterred from pradifing their native oppref- 
lions, over a timid, fervilc, and defencelefs people. 

2. The delegation of a truft and authority to one, or to a few, which require the 
abilities and activity of many to execute ; an error which is notoriously the caufe of 
thofe departments being worfe adminiftered, but give rife to a complex corruption, 
which is difficult, if not impoflible to be detected. The avenues of juftice are by 
thofe means obftrufted, and the injured are frequently at a lofs where to prefer their 
complaints, and in whom the right of decifion is inverted. 

3. The ignorance of the real produce and capacity of the country, in which we are 
neceflarily kept by a fet of men, who firft deceive us from intereft, and afterwards con- 
tinue the deception from fear of punifliment, and a necefiary regard to their own: 
iafety. 

4. The numerous train of dependents and underlings, whom the collectors enter- 
tain ; whofe demands, as well as the avarice of their principals, are to be fatisfied 
from the fpoils of the induftrious Ryot ; who thus lofes all confidence in the govern* 
mem, and feeks protection in other places, where he has better hopes to fee Iris in- 
duftry rewarded. 

5. The venality which forms part of the genius of the people, and which is known 
to be openly exercifed, or tacitly allowed by government, without drawing any fhime 
or difcredit on the guilty ; or being thought any peculiar hardfhip on the injured. 

6. The collufion of the collectors with the Zdtaeendars ; whom the collector em- 
ploys as a tool to ferve his mal-praCticcs, or admits an aflbciate in his fraudulent gains* 

7. The 



" b. The oppreffions to which tha Ryot is fubjeCfc from the multitude of Gomaftah* 
and their dependents ; on which fubje& the President has been fufficiently explicit in 
his minute on the ftate of commerce. -■.-.■■ 

& The Committee are convinced that this degree of power without controul, of 
knowledge without participation, and of influence without any effectual' counter* 
aCtion, is too important andi replete in the confequences to be vefted in any three 
mi&ifters, or rather one (ingle man ; who, allowing him the cleareft preference for 
integrity, ability, and attachment among iris countrymen, "'cannot be fuppofed fupe- 
rior to /temptation ; and, at leaft, ought no^ in good poficy^ to be trufted fo extent 
fively and independently as has been neceffarily the coniequence of the prefent fyftemt 
while the Company are, in reality, the principals in the revenues of this, country, 
and the mod intcrcfted in- the good conduct of its government, every bar fhould bd. 
removed that tends to preclude them from a knowledge of its real ftate. In the- 
above caufes, and others deducible from them, the Committee difcerns, with great 
regret, the original fource and prefent inveteracy of many of thofe evils, under whicli 
tbefe provinces are at prefent opprefied. 

The frequent and peremptory reftriCttons which the Court of Directors had thought 
proper to impofe on us, and that line of conduct from which no deviation was al- 
lowed, and the fmalleft furveyed with jealoufy, have hitherto left us without any 
choice of meafures, freedom of aCtion, or power of reformation. 

Their laft letter has now offered us the fanCtion that was fo eflentially neceflary for 
the welfare and improvement of thefe provinces, as well as for our own vindication 
in the purfuit of fuch plans as we may judge advifeable to adopt. By that letter, the 
Directors feem to approve of the diftribution and allotment of the country into 
farms, and of the appointment of European gentlemen to fupervife the different pro- 
vinces, and to controul the conduCt of the agents of the country government. From 
this permiffion, we have a well-grounded expectation of fuccefe to our defign of in- 
troducing new regulations ; and the event will, we are flattered, be the ftrongeft con- 
firmation of the propriety of thofe regulations. 

We have always aCted as far as the nature of the occafion would allow, with the 
moft fcrupulous regard to the rules prefcribed to us by our employers ; and, on our 
firft acceffion to the Dewanny, chofe rather to affume the flow, but certain conviction 
of experience for our guide, th&n attempt innovations on the precarious foundation of 
opinion;. But now that whole pages of our records are filled with fo many incontefiv 
iblc evidences, that great alterations are wanting to form a mode of collection, which 
may be reftriCtivc to the collector, and indulgent to the Ryot, we are happy in finding 
the fentiments of our employers fo aptly correfoondent to our opinion, and the ne- 
ceflity of the juncture. Every perfbn of any lubftance or character in this country, . 
has been fucccffively tried in the department of the collections. Fear, reward, feve- 
rity, and indulgence, have all failed, and ended in a fliort political forbearance, or 
additional aCts of diflionefty and rapine. 

On an alarm of infpeCtion, or at the annual Poonah, they frame accounts to fefve 
the occafion ; or by involving them in confufion and ambiguity, wafte time till it 
becomes too late to continue the procefs againft them, without hazarding new lofles 
in the revenue r and thus the culpable not only efcape puniihment, but often obtain 
a prolongation of their appointments. Many flagrant grievances reach our ears, but, 
in a country of fuch extent, there are, doubtlefs, many more concealed from us ; 
and, what is equally true under our prefent difadvantages, they are, and mult remain 
inexplorable ; we can neither redrefs grievances, nor effeCt improvements. With 
regard to the former, our diftance and our too indirect information through miniftcrial 

F f channels, 
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channels, fet the offender bdyond our reaqh, and the impoffibility of having time, and 

Enough has been faid, and more might be produced, to prove that the fyflem, 
eftabliihed and ndtf pvrfuing in tbi* Country, is deficient in every particular that is 
requifite to defend and fupport the poor; from the injuftice and oppreffion of the ftrong, 
and to increafe its, value; tQ its poiTeffors, by promoting the induftry of the Ryot and 
gianufadurer. .. ■ • . r.. ; . .: ; !• ■■■* .■■• J. 

„ That although we have;feen thefe -evils growing and preying upon the vitals of .die 
country^ we have beon unable to flop their progrefs, or afford cffe&ual protection to 
the people.. - . -,.u *: i 

, I/aftly, that we can never hope t& emerge from that uncertainty and ignorance into 
svhieb this fyftem has thrown us>* whilft we fit tamdy and . will admit of no vadatiaa 
in it. . ■* 

Let u$ now turn our eyes and attention; to a more pleafing fcene ; to Burdwan, and 
the reft of the Company's > proprietary lands, ♦ where we ourfelves have been the mana- 
gers. Plenty, content, population, increafe of revenue, without increafe of burthen, 
ere now the effe&s ; fend farm lb forcible an argument « in the comparative view, that 
nothing can ftrengthenj nothing can. render it plainer or more convincing. . . ; 

• Andhere the Committee cannot hefitate in drawing a decifive conclufion ;— *that the 
fame or fimilar regulations be eftablifhcd throughout the provinces. in every idiftinA 
"diftrwft. The fame beneficial confequences to the country and Company .may be 
€Kpefted from them, and by an mcreafed fecurity of the property of individuals, as 
«lfo by an encouragement to cultivation and commerce, they may give a new flow to 
the circulation of fpecie, which is become fo limited as to affe& every rank and pro- 
fefiion. 

The Committee are fenfible that much application, integrity, good conduft -Had 
tifne, will be neceflary to retrieve the defolations of the colle&ors ; toraife the fink- 
ing heart of the Ryot from defpair to confidence and hope ; to re-people and fettle 
the deferted and uncultivated tradts, and to take every advantage of the abundant 
♦fertility of the lands. 

The progrefs towards this defirable change muft be gradual. We have yet 1 but 
'an imperfect knowledge of the foil, the productions, the value, the capacity of the 
various provinces, and fubdivifions of the country. This, however, is the foundation 
on which, and which only, we can build with fuccefs, and diredk our grand defign 
with judgment ; and to acquire this knowledge fhould therefore be our firft care, fry 
mean3 of the minuteft local inveftigation, for none other can give us an authentic 
record to refer to on every occafion qs an eftablifhed authority : nor can we judge of 
the lenity, rigour, or propriety of any of our refolutions refpedirig the country, 
without fuch a work completely and accurately executed. 

The Committee, concurring in the neceffity of purfuing the above work in tfie 
moft effe&ual manner, that when perfected they may proceed in the important biifi- 
nefs before them ; and beihg farther induced by the opinion of the Court of Direftota, 
expreffed in their laft letter of tiie nth November, i;<>8,— agree unanimoufly to the 
following refolutions ;— . i 

That, in every province or diftrift, a gentleman in the fervice be appointed* with 
; or without affiftance, in proportion to the extent of the difirift } whofe office or de- 
partment is to be fubordinate to the refident of the Durbar, and managed as is ex- 
prefsly fet forth and defined in the following- letter of inftrudions,— which the PWG- 
dent has prepared and fubmitted to our confideration ; with fuch additions as may 

occafionally be deemed ncceflafy by the refident at the Durbar. . " ' ,w 
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As the Board have judged it expedient to appoint fupra-vifors on behalf of the 
Company in each particular pr<Wincef with a view to afcertain in a minute, -clear, and* 
comprehenfiye maimer, a Variety of circumftances which intimately concern the wel- 
fare of the country ; the province of ■ is hereby placed under your in- 

$cftion, and the following objects are pointed out and diftinguifhed under refpe&ive 
heads, as a dire&ion for your conduct, and an explanation of the fervice expe&ed from 

you in your department. 

•■•■•■ • • . ■ ■ * . 

ir Afmwuuy Hiftory of the Province. 

You arc to colfedfc, under this head, the form of the ancient constitution of the 
province, compared with the prefent ; an account of its poffcflbrs or rulers, the order 
of their fuccemon, the revolutions in their families, and their conne&ions ; the pe- 
culiar cuftoms and privileges which they* or their people — have eftablifhed and 
enjoyed ; and, in fhorr,. every trantadion which can ferve to trace their origin and pro- 
greft; or has produced any material changes in the affairs of the province*. 

2. The State 9 Product, and Capacity of the Lands. 

The firft meafure which fhould occur to your attention in an enquiry of this nav 
lure, is to procure a complete Huftabood, or rent-roll, with the number of Begahs,, 
M meafures of land, .contained in each diftrid, according to the original- furveys and 
meafurements, and the method in which they were laid out and appropriated. The 
next is to fix the ancient boandaries and divifions. This being completed, you may 
proceed to trace the alterations which chance, favour, art, or oppreffion, have gra- 
dually produced in the face of the country until the prefent time* Many portions of 
Jand have been added to, or feparated from the ancient divifions; thefe fhould be' 
rigidly fcrutinized and carefully noted. The Zemindars have enjoyed confider- 
. able tra&s rent free, on various pretences, and for various purpofes. The abufes in 
• the beftowal and fale of Talooks are notorious, being generally the reward of the crea- 
tures of government, obtained by unwarrantable means, and held with extraordinary 
immunities. The titles of the prefent pofleffors fhould therefore be examined, to- 
gether with the valuation of fuch lands before they became Talooks, and before their 
owners acquired that independent footing ' r fo that fome judgment may be formed of 
. their real revenue, and in what degree die limitation of the grant is exceeded by the 
-quantity'now hekL Charitable and religious donations,, which fucceffive princes have 
made, many through zeal, but raoft through vanity,— form no inconfiderable part gf 
fome diftrids: and as k may reafonably be fuppofed, that in a courfe of years the* 
produce of fuch benefadkms has been mifapplied and perverted, or that the parti- 
cular peiibns or focieties, in whofe fupport they were granted, have fallen. or de- 
cayed,— it is.expe&ed that you diligendy fearch into and report their {rue ftate* You 
are alfo to particularize the extent, production and value of Jagheers ; the titles of the 
prefent poffcflbrs, &c as in the Talooks* Of the lands caltedCofi, which are under* 
the immediate fuperintendence of government; for want of farmers* Of the Comar,» 
which are lands cultivated by contract Of the Ryotty, which are tenanted: and c*ql* 
. ttvated by the natives on the fpot. And of the wafte lands,, dillinguifhing fuch as are 
.i. F f z cleared! 
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£kartdj sndUiavef keen xiegle^bed through a decreafe of population, from fuch as art 
cov, red with Jungle *^f : '• • -v^ • : '■■•■' • • *• ■*•*: . ■ ; •: .; 

• hefe informations, provided they be derived from genuine authorities, and con- 
firm ed by an accurate infpedtion of your own, will enable you to compute what the 
flr^du&ions of the^xaintry, dedudtrng the confumption of the inhabitants, will yield 
for the purposes of commerce; and now far the .wealth and profperity, of it may be 
«ogniented oy an encouragement being given to)he wkyre of any; particular, article, 
/either as a neceflary ofUife, or as a material.iu^^i^&ur^* . > 
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3* The amount of tht Revenues, tha CeJJet, *r arhitary Taxes % And of all demands what- 
foeaer which ate made en the Ryot, other by Government) Zemeendar % or Colleflor, with 
4be manner of colkfting them \ and the gradual rife of every new iwpefi. 

One capital grievance being the inequality of afleflinents arifmg from the multitude 
of Talooks and fequcftered kinds abdve-mentioncd, you *re. to penetrate through the 
chicanery of thofe employed, and acquire au exadt detail of every particular tax or cefs; 
noting in what particular part of the country the burthen falls^ where partial exemp- 
tions are allowed, and what is the equitable proportion to the whole. Another grie- 
vance, which is equal to the former, is the variety of demands which the collector, 
frpm the Aumil and Zemeendar to the lowcft Pyke, impofe without any colour or licence 
from the government; fome of which have been fo long exafted and paid, that the 
Ryots begin to imagine the oppreflion is fandlified by government, and is hat the 
mere fraud of the collectors. The multiplying of fuperfluous agents and inferior 
coHe&ors may be alfo deemed a fource of extortion ; and it is a very effcntial part 
of your duty to inform yourfclf in what refpedt their numbers have been caufelefsly 
increafed; to enumerate their perquifites, and how much they may be iuppofed to 
exceed them. As likewife the expence and arrangement of Gauts and public market^ 
with the duties collected at each upon the inhabitants or traders, and the application 
of fums to fce levied. 

Drogahs, Cutwalls, and Pykes, maintained for the prote&ion of the tenants, are, 
it is to be feared, too often the instruments of their oppreflion ; at leaft fall very fhort 
of anfwering the end propofed by them. Accounts fhould be taken of their number 
and expence, how they are arranged, and how paid. 

A fhird and equally important objed of your attention, under this head, is to fix 
-the amount of what the Zemeendar receives from the Ryot, as his income or emolu- 
ment ; wherein they generally exceed the bounds of moderation, taking advantage of 
the perfonal attachment of their people, and of the inefficacy of the prcfent reftricuons 
vpori them ; €nce the prcfence of the Aumil more frequently produces a fcene of 
collufion than a warinefs of condudh When the fum of the produce of the lands, 
and of each demand on the tenant, is thus afcertained with certainty, the proportion 
of what remains to him for the fupport of his family, and encouragement of his in- 
duftry, will clearly appear, and lead us to the reality of his condition* 

Amongft the chief effects which are hoped for from your refideqee in that province, 
and. whjch ought to employ and never wander from your attention, are to convince 
the Ryot that you will (land between him and the hand of oppreflion; that you 
/will l>* his refuge and the redrefler of his wrongs ; that the calamities he has already 
Juffcred have ;fprung from an intermediate caufe, and were neither known nor per- 
mitted by us: thathoneft and di reft applications to you will never fail producing 
/jpeedy and equitable decifions ; that, after Supplying die legal due of government, 
.'*<■■- • ■ « ■ ■ . . 
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he may be fecure ,in the enjoyment of. the: remainder'; tod* finally^ to teach him a. 
veneration and affedkion for the humane maxims of our government*, . 

4. Tbe Regulation of Commerce. 

Equal intricacy and fimilar combinations will be found to oppofe your progrefs in 
this work/ The pou'er, the ardfic^, the coihpHcated connexions of public and pri- 
vate agents, Pycars, and DelWs ? wiff all unite in preferving^ their ufurpatrom on the 
manufadturer and Ryot ; Wh?cffi f they harVe hitherto done by precluding their accefs to 
our tribunals, and dettroying every kind of intercourfe between them and us. That one 
enquiry may precede another without tbnfiifion, or blending different caufes with differ- 
ent effedts, you fhould open your difcoveries with an eftimate of the productions of every 
diftridt, both in quantity and kind; the antetiifi: of manufadhirei and the number of ma- 
nufacturers employed in each branch, with , the annual duties colledted on them ; not 
confining yourfelf to the prefent time, but recurring to pail yeats; that, at one view, 
you may difcern their ftate of increafe and decreafe ; and by remarking the prices and 
qualities at diftindt periods, you will in like manner become acquainted with the im- 
provement ;or decline in the quality. 

Your next confideration is to find the channels through which the fevcral articles, 
'produced by the joint labour of the manufadhirer and cultivator, have been diffufed. 
The proportion Which fell to tk'e lhares of the Engliih, French, Dutch, and other 
foreigner's, as well as to the native merchant ; likewife what was retained for the con- 
fumptibn of the diftridts themfclves; concluding this refearch with a comparative view 
,of the rife and fall in the demand, and Hating the ballance of the trade as it occa- 
sionally varied in favour of one or the other merchant. After you have advanced thus 
far, the mod difficult and confequential tafk ftill remains for you to furmount ; which 
is, to lay open and abolifti the feveral fpecies of impofition which are pra&ifed by 
^Qmafrahs, Pycars, Dellols, and the whole chain of agents through whole hands 
the articles of merchandize pafs from the loom of the manufadturer, or the ftore-houfe 
of the cultivator, to the public merchant or exporter ; fo that clandeftine agreement! 
and extraordinary demands may no longer exift, to the utter defpondency of the poor ; 
.but a way being opened for them to deal with the fair trader, their induftry may be 
quickened by the certainty of their profits. 

5. The Admwftralion of Juftice. 

It is difficult to determine whether the original cuftoms or the degenerate manners 
of the Muflulmen have moft contributed to confound the principles of right and wrong 
in thefe provinces. Gertain it is, that almoft every detifion of theirs is a carrujft 

'birgairi'wfth the higheft bidder. The numerous offences which are compromifedby 

'fines Jtivt left a great latitude for unjuft determinations. Trifling offenders, and fayen 
many cbndemnecl on fidtitious accusations, are frequently loaded with heavy demands, 
and capital criminals ate as often abfolved by the venal judge. Your tondudt in all 

^capital offences fhould be to enforce juftice where the law demands it, checking every 
composition by fine or muldt ; and where any difputes arife in matters of property, 

1 yob " ^hbuld rbcomiaiend the method of arbitration to any other ; and inculcate ftfongly 
hi Vhfe mind J of the peopfe that we are not defirous to«augmentt)ur revenue by iuch 
irhpofitions, but to acquire their confidence by the equity and impartiality of our pro- 
icecdhligs, and by our tendernefs for their happinefs. The arbitrators fliould be men 
rhofeh by the parties' themfelves, and of known integrity, and whofe circumftalices 
may fupppofe them exempt from venality, and promife beft to infure their redtitude. 
In capital crimes, the fentence flibuld, before execufion, be referred to me, and by 

me 



i» 



230 



A P P E N BIX. 



.>.•. 1 



me to the mtnifters, that they may ultimately approve or mitigpte it, aecordihg : ti^ 
the peculiarity of the cafe. You are farther to obferve, that the want of reguW re- 
gifters of all caufes and determinations has encouraged, the natural propenfity of the 
judge to bribery and fraud, by making him eafy with refpe& to any future ptofecution 
on a rehearing of the cafes which have been thus partially determined! Whereas,, 
whilft a reference to records is always open, he muft live in perpetual fear of detec- 
tion One of thefe rqgifters fhould be lodged in the principal Cutcheary of thcr 
province, and an authenticated copy tranfmitted to Murfhied-abacL As to (bits bfv 
account of revenues, thefe will* we are flattered,, be much obviated in future by the- 
happy confequences of our poflefling a real, local, and undifguifed knowledge of the 
country ; which we promife ourfelves from the inveftigations above mentioned, and 
from your diligence and exa&nefs in the performance of the feveral duties* 

For the Ryot being eafed and fecured from all burthens and demands but what are 
impofed by the legal authority of goverment itfelf, and future Pottahs * being granted 
him, fpecifying mat demand ; he fhould be taught that he is to regard the lame as a 
facred and inviolable pledge to him, that he is liable to no demands beyond' their 
amount. There can, therefore, be no pretence for fuits on that account ; no room, 
for inventive rapacity to pra&ife its ufual arts : all wUl be fair, open, regular. Every 
man will know what he can call and defend as his own ; and the fpirit of lawlefs en* 
croachment fubfiding, for want of a field for exercife, will be changed into $t fpirit of 
induftry ; and content and fecurity will take place of continual alarms and vexations. 
m I fhall now proceed to give you fuch inftru&ions for effecting the above points, " a£ 
experience has proved to be moft eligible ;. and fhall begin with obferving, on die firfc 
head,— or 

The Hiftory of the Provinces. 

» t • 

j would not have you embarrafs yourfelf with records more rfcmote than thofe of 
^ reign of Sujah Cawn ; as, at that sera of good order and good government, no 
^Iterations had taken place in the ancient divifions of the country, and the confufiotv 
which is now apparent has been pofterior to thofe times. From that date, you will 
probably find records in the public Cutcherry, abounding with every material ; but 
as fome may be deftroyed or mutilated, your refource, in fuch cafes, muft be to confult 
with men of the beft underftanding and longeft experience in the diftrids, from whom, 
you will moft likely meet with fatisfadtory information ; and who, from many and 
prevailing motives, which are deducible from their natural character, will gladly con- 
tribute their ftore of knowledge to the account. In the courfe of this reference" to^ 
living authorities, you will doubtlefs meet with various characters and clafles of men,, 
whofe informations will be tinftured with the prejudices* of education, habit, fuperfti- 
tion, and other failings ; but your own judgment muft direct you in extrafting the- 
truth, and diftinguifhing between the private biafs of indviduals and the real ftate of 
fears. 

Secondly, The State, Produce, and Capacity of the Lands* 

■ 

It will require your greateft attention and application to enable you to form a? 
general and -particular Hyftabood, or rent-roll, of the diftritts* You may, perhaps j 
find what is called a Huftabood in the Sudder or principal Cutcherry : but this* 
inftead of fatisfying, muft ftimuJate your curiofity ; for the contents of it arc 
merely adapted to the private interefts of the Zem£endars, filled with reprefentltions 
defignedly difguifed, to fquare with their offers and accounts with government, lobfely^. 
unfaithfully, and partially formed in every inftance. In-faft, they can fupply you 
with little more than a progreffive hiftory of the prcfent difmembcrments, and-oniy 

faggeft 

• Leaflet* 
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fuggeft } to r you the ^degree of oppreffion whi(?h the multiplication of collectors and 
cfiarge$ has, on that accdtmt^ from time to time, brought upon the Ryots. 

After this, you are to proceed to a local inveftigation of the quantity of lands and 
their rents, which is to l>e performed by vifiting each divifion yourfelf, and calling 
upon the Zemeendar or head-cblledtor for the Huftabood of the divifion under his ma- 
nagement. But you are not to content yourfelf with this : from hence you are to 
defcend to the fubdivHioas of the grand diftridt, and to the fmall Cutcherrics of each 
collector, however inconsiderable ; and this will procure you a lift of the Pottahs 
as'diftributed to every Ryot, and jfuppofed to contain the quantity of land poffefled 
by each, and the amount of rent with, which it is charged. Thus you will be enabled 
to afcertain how far the Huftaboods given in by the collectors of the grand 
,divifioris differ from the Huftaboods of the leffer, from the principal down to 
the finalleft fubdivifion. And by taking the fum of any number of Pottahs in any 
particular place, and comparing the amount of thofe Pottahs with the amount fptici* 
fied in the Huftaboods, you will arrive at a medium certainty of the excefs or defi- 
ciency of the lands and rents as rated therein* And accordingly as the error or falla- 
cioufhefs of the accounts fhall appear to require it, you are to caufe an exadt meafure* 
nientto betaken of portions of land in different places, in order to arrive at a judgt 
ment of the whole from the proportional parts. And that no collufion between the Ze*- 
Bieendars and collectors may retard, elude, and counteract thefe important enquiries* 
the fear of lofing their Zemeendarry or employment ihould be held up to them ; and if 
you find the aflbciation againft you ftrong and obftinate, upon a reprefentation and 
ample proofs of his mifconduCt produced to me, you may be allured that examples (hall 
be immediately ordered, and every delinquent be made fenfible that there is no room 
for lenity where collufive oppreffion is continued in defiance of all reftridtion. The 
Ryot too fliould be imprcfled in the moft forcible and convincing manner, that the 
tendency of your meafures is to his eafe and relief; that every oppofition to them is 
rivetting his own chains, and confirming his fervitude and dependence on his op- 
preflbrs ; that our objedt is not increafe of rents, or the accumulation of demands, but 
folely by fixing fuch as are legal, explaining and abolifhing fuch as are fraudulent and 
unauthorifed, not only to redrefs his prefent grievances, but to fecure him from all far* 
-ther invafions of his property. 

I muft here introduce a remark, which I recommend to your particular attention : 
if it ihould happen, that fome very authentic and pofitive evidence is required to 
eftablifh a particular fufpicion, or that you are inclined to diftruft an information; 
there is one, and indeed only one, fafe, and eafy method of proceeding. SefeCt an 
intermediate perfon, unfufpedted either by the officers of the government or your own 
-dependents, give him bis orders yourfelf, and let him chufe another of the fame 
occupation with the perfon from whom you would feek the information, who 
may be fo entirely removed from you, and fo peculiarly connected as to create no 
.furmife of his commiffion ; and let him, with the confidence and familiarity of an 
equal and fellow-fufferer, pretend to confult the other on his grievances and the means 
of redrefs. This will naturally produce the fame opennefs on the other fide, and he 
will readily obtain a fight or copies of any papers, agreements^ &c. which may be 
wanting; and you will be in poffbffion of them before the alarm of an enquiry can 
fpread among the guilty, and give them an opportunity of combining againft you. 

On the contrary, were thofe precautions omitted, and a publicly announced fcrutiny 

attempted, you muft have a thoufand obftruCtions to contend with, which are all ob- 

. viated by the above mode of fecrecy, and the ufe of intermediate agents, whom you 

may employ to any number, and contrive to check in fuch a manner as will deprive 

themot the pqwer of deceiving, you^ Small rewards may Ekewife have weight, and 

ought 
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ought not to be .needed; and k i* not to be doubted* but that by ftjHtoMrrwNt 
prudent application of them, joined to the above-mentioned hints, you will -Wma'e 
mailer of a perfect and extenfive intelligence of every circuntftance, .however 4 minute 
;and inveloped. . The evafions and artifices which are familiar to the natives of this 
country have often- been fuccefsful in fcreening them from that open and manifaft 
detc ft ion which can juftify punifhment. The good confequence of that pofitive evi- 
dence above mentioi>ed r in any cafes where the Ztm&ndax or colleftor are concerned, 
and rely on their cuftomary defences, will put k in yoor power to call them to a public 
examination, and render their crime and their punishment equally notorious, withtmt 
fubjefting the authors of your information to the refentment of the Zcmeendars, or die 
obloquy of their neighbours* 

Having thus, obtained fufficient and authentic accounts of the rent-rolls of the diftri&s, 
by fearching into the papers and records of the fmalkft as, well as the Jargeft, comparing 
their refpeftive Huftaboods, furveying and meafuring the' lands which appear lifted 
above or below their real value and extent, you are to bring your investigation home 
to the Zemeendar. For this purpofe, the records are to be confulted, and the periods 
mdft applicable to the defign feem to be thefe three ; the government of Sujah Cawn* 
of Aliverdy Cawn, and the prefent. By collating the Huftaboods given in by the 
Zemeendars with thofe you obtain from the fmaller diftri&s, you will diftinguifh the 
quantity of land which they have ufurped from the government, and enjoy for their 
own ufc and advantage, free of rent. And again, by oppofing the fum of the Pot- 
tahs of any particular fpace in any fubdivifion to the fumftated in its Huftaboods you 
will alfo lay open the fhares which the petty colle&ors and their dependents harve ac* 
quired for themfelves, after the example of their principals ; for this fpecies of £raud 
is carried on by general connivance, from the heads to the loweft denominations All 
lands which are found to have been thus illegally difmembered, are to be immediately 
re-annexed, and a refumption fet.on foot by government, 

Befides thefe advantages which the Zemeendar poffeffes by the fecret appropriation *f 
land, and has fecured to himfelf by partial Huftaboods, he has an originally allowed 
title to the freehold of fome lands, and to the enjoyment of fome perquisites ; but 
abufes have crept alike into them all. The meaning and intent of his being indulged 
with fuch exclufive poffeffions was to fupply his family with the neceflaries and cod- 
veniencies of life. Under the name of Nejaut and Nankor, one fpot was to yield him 
rice, another was allotted to him as pafture ; a particular tank was to afford him filh 
and water ; and, in like manner, diftindt fpots were given up to him for every diftinft 
article of confumption. Though this indulgence was confined to this purpofe only, 
there is juft caufe for fuppofing that he has extended his claims, and availed himfelf 
of opportunities to lay his hands on the revenues of the government, and on the pro- 
perty of the Ryots, where he has no foundation of right, nor colour of pretence. 

The Nuzzer-anna, which is called Sedee, and confifts both in provifions and money, 
is an inftancc of it ; and neither he nor his attendants move from one place to another, 
without demanding and exacting it from the inhabitants of his diftrift ; a cuftom which 
ought to be permitted only under reftri&ions, and in a manner that the Ryots may 
not wantonly be defpoiled, but the demand limited to a reafonable contribution. ■ * : ■ 

Another confiderable fource of profit to him is the levying of fines at. wiH, which 
is a power that ought to be totally extinguifhed. He like wife raifes large funis 
from duties collefted in the markets, and afiiimes an authority over the Ryots to re- 
quire their labour gratuitoufly, which fometimes might be allowed, were not, the poor 
labourer too often taken under this pretence from his own immediately neceifary duty, 
to attend the mere arbitrary pleafure of his Zemeendar, who receives large prcfenfs out 
.of the various productions of the diilrift, which, though intended origiWUy for, his 

own 
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&m private confumption, U often fold by lift dependents. Add to thefc, lie frequently 
claims a Barta on rupees at an arbitrary valuation, which is an illegal perquifite, and 
ought to be difcontinued in future. Thefe, and all fuch execfles in the Zcmeendar, 
which need not be here mentioned, as they will open to you as you proceed, fhould be 
retrenched ; and all his emoluments of every kind be reduced to the fulfilling the pur- 
pofes for which they were granted, and there bounded. 

The Talooks, Jagheers, and charitable' or religious donations com • next under 
confideration. You are^tocqll for a particular account of all tends which are held on 
thefe tenures ; and that every motive to concealment may be deftroyed, ir fhould 
be particularly notified, that whatever proprietor delays reporting his name, and the 
ftate of his grants or purchafes, after a time prefixed, is to forfeit them to the go- 
vernment* By taking care to fix the period for regiftering their Sunnnds far beyond 
what is necefiary, you will anticipate all pleas which may be prefentrid in behalf of 
.negledts, and have no room to difpute the equity of the forfeiture. 

I have before taken notice of the undue means of obtaining Talooks, which are 
either beftdwed on fome favourite or underling of the government, or purchafed by 
one individual of another; but as the title cannot (land clear or valid, without a confir- 
mation of it from the Nabob, in both cafes where fuch cannot be made appear, the 
title becomes void, and the Talook reverts to the government. 

For thefe reafons you fhould enter deeply and ftridtly into the merits of the Ta- 
lookdars, with refped to their families, their connections and pretentions ; and par- 
, ticularly remark the flaws and exceptions which occur to you. 

The increafe in the number of Talooks has been highly impolitic, and detrimental 
to the general profperity, and to the diffiifion of population in the country. The 
. tenants of a Talook are poflefled of fo many indigencies, and taxed with fuch evi- 
dent . partiality and tendernefs in proportion to the reft, that the Talooks generally 
fwarm with inhabitants whilft other parts are defected ; and in addition to the natural 
4 defire of changing from a worfe to a better fituation, inticements are frequently em- 
ployed by the Talookdars to augment the concourfe to their lands. They have alfo, 
at favourable feafons, when the government was bufied in other affairs, or weakened 
by faftipn, made confiderable encroachments, and moft probably poflefs extenfive 
tra&s beyond the original grants. Now it ought to be remembered that the welfare 
and good of the whole was never intended to be facrificed to the enriching of a lew, 
•perhaps worthlcfs, individuals ; who can fhew no pretence to thefc peculiar advantages, 
but a proftitution of their integrity to their avarice. Your aim muft, therefore, be 
to remove all diftindtion3, to bring every man upon a footing with his neighbour, to 
lighten the burthen on the whole by making it equal and impartial, and to enforce the 
the furrender of lands unlawfully poflefled. 

Jagheers arc always, as Talooks arc fbmctimes, rewards to particular pcrfons; but 
differ from them in being gifts of the crown, confirmed only by the Nizam. The 
grants arc cither hereditary or expirablc with life ; the fame accounts are to be taken 
of them. * Defective titles in the Jaghccrdars, and a tranfgrcflion of the order for 
appearing and regiftering their Sunnuds, are to be attended with the fame confe- 
quences. 

As to charitable or religious donations, the lands fo fcqucftcred arc to be eflimated 
with regard to their extent, productions, and value; if the amount appears to exceed 
the endowment of the inftitution, the overplus fhould be brought to credit ; if the in- 
ftitutir« s arc-decayed or perverted, they fhould be entirely abolifhed, and the revenues 
le-aflumed by government. 

The Cofs lands, which are fuperintended by government for want of farmers, are 

fpecified in the accounts of the Sudder Gutcherry. As it imports us to know whether 

- G g aeci- 
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accidental caufo, or the malverfetions of the managers of &cj* Jand* have hecn^the 
primary caufe of their decay, you will make a full, and circumftantial report tiusreoS 
And as it may be apprehended that even fince their felling under/ the hands of govern- 
ment, the time and attention of the public officers have been employed rather ill 
gleaning the fmall remains of fubftance from them, than tn nourifhing and recovering 
them from diftrefe, their conduct fhould be examined* . The trueft teft of if will be 
your afcertaining the produce of the lands under the laft former before thfcy became 
Cofs, and what nas been, received from them- fince r^hieh will point out the inu 
fwovetrient or decreafe by their fuperintendence; And if it fhould be found that the 
Jandt have been falling inftead of rifing in value, there can be no doubt of the unfit* 
tiefs of fuch men, nor any hopes of feeing the Cofs lands. peopled, cultivated, and 
profpering under their hands. After a due confideration of their prefent ftate> public 
notice fliould be given that we are ready to receive offers for farming them, at a term 
of two,, three, four, or five years, at an annual increafing rent ; at the end of which 
period they are to pay the fame as other lands* and 'to be fubje&ed to all orders which 
may be occafionaliy iffued by government for the- regulation of the revenues, and 
Country in general. 

The Comar lands, having no native tenants, are cultivated by cantra&j The cut- 
torn and terms of contract are various in various difhi&s,. but;, in general, there is one 
iettled rule. An advance in money is made by the Zemeendar to the cultivator, bjr 
the help of which he tills and' improves the land* When the crops are cut and ga- 
thered in* they are generally divided between the cultivator and the Zemeendar; from, 
*ne third to one halt to the cultivator, and the remainder to the Zemeendar ; . when the 
former accounts with the latter for the amount of the advances, which are often taxed.* 
■by the Zemeendar wkh an. heavy intereft, or fraudulently exceeded by an arbitrary wt- 
Illation, far below the market price of the goods or products of the lands,, in which 
ke is paid. Your objeft is to inform, younelf what the cultivator really receives for 
his labour, and in what he is injured; and fecondly,, what the Zemeendar embezzles, 
and fecretes from government by an undervaluation of the productions of the foil 
which he thus receives, finking the amount of the returns ; and by other means which:, 
ferve to deceive us, and obftruCt the progrefs of cultivation in thefe lands* In all 
which, I apprehend, you will find no^difficulty if you only afcertain the amount and- 
market price of thefe produ&s, and compare them wkh vthzt the Zemeendar brings, 
publicly to the credit of government ; and comparing the accounts of the Zemeendar 
with ttiofe of the cultivator, it will expofe the total of his undue acquifitions, enable 
you to penetrate through the arts of concealment^ and give you a thread by which to 
unravel the whole gradation of collufive fraud in this particular. As the unequal 
diffufion of inhabitants has been the caufe of this fcarcity of cultivation in different 
parts, every expedient fhould be ufed to encourage people to fettle on the Cornar and 
wafte lands, that they may be converted into Ryotty*. The great towns*, whofe po- 
puloufnefs only ferves to propagate poverty and idtenefs, might undoubtedly afford 
numbers of ufeful hands, who in their prefcnt fituations arje either a burthen or a peft 
tathe community. Thefe fhould be fought out,, and-taught to apply to culture, lett- 
ing fuch profpedts and expectations in their view as will' engage their content.^ The 
Taiooks and Jagheers will likewife be found to contain many- idle, and thefe unfervice- 
able, hands; who may, in like manner, be induced to tranfphmt tfocmfelves to thefe 
lands, and become farmers* s 

Laftly, I fhatt fpeak of the Ryotty lands. The qtmntity in meafuremen* as widT 
as revenue, will appear from the fevcral Pottahs granted, after the enquiry befonr re- 
commended ; and the Amount product in kind' you will acquire by afcertaining what is 
it ally produced oil fome portions of land of each different foil* which' you tnajr 
r, tekGE 
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fcle&far this purpofe, and fo draw a general medium of thQjprode&.of the whole 

Ryotty; *■ \ . i. ■.*;■-• '.-.";.•■ ..; Z 

. This you may farther check by a comparifan of the amount total with that of the 
Comar, which being received in kind by the cultivator and landlord, the aggregate 
may be more truly and readily known. In the feme manner, the produce, of Jag; 
ieef lands, Taiodkdarries, and lands for religious purpofes, may be alfb obtained! .:: 
•■ You will tdoubtlefs readily meet with an account of wade or uncultivated lands, as 
they ftand recorded in the. Cutchorries; bat here you will probably find a large field 
of collnfipn ; for whatever lands have been once wrote from the revenue under thi* 
•bead, tho' poffibiy deferred but for a fhort time, little has fcldom been brought oa 
pgain to the public credit. This will appear by your caking accounts of die* waftc 
lands, as they (land recorded at different periods of time, and from them noting their 
gradual increafe or decreafe. Nothing can afcertain the prefent ftatc of chafe lauds &> 
*rell as a local investigation. You will probably find them to be' a fund to the 52c* 
meendar, or colle&or, for their creatures or dependents, who enjoy many flouriihing 
and fertile trails thus denominated ; all which fhould be immediately refumed. 

Having thus clearly diftinguiflicd the amount meafurement of the feveral land% 
and their produ&s of kind, as alio the land revenue ; the cefles, or arbitrary taxes, 
jmft .engage your attention. On thefe fubjeds 1 have already fpoken in part, and 
jhall aow confider what is yet to be done by you. 

.The truth cannot be doubted that the poor and induftrious tenant is taxed by his 
2omeendar, or collector, for every extravagance that avarice, ambition, pride, vanity* 
or intemperance may lead him into, over and above what is generally deemed the 
jeftahlfthed rent of his lands. If he is to be married, a child born, honours conferred, 
.luxury indulged, and Nuzzcr-innas, or fines, exa&ed, even for his own miicondud* 
rail nauft be paid by the»Ryot. And, what heightens the diftrefsful fcene> the morfe 
opulent,, who can better obtain rcdrefs for imposition, efcape; while the Weajtcr arc 
obliged to fubmit. 

To obtain on account of thefc cefles, or imports, there cannot be a more certaifc 
method than what I have before recommended, of getting from the Ryot himfelf £ . 
. ftatcment of what he actually pays over and above his eftablifhed rents, and from this 
^you arc to draw a medium amount of the cefles levied Upon the whole. This fhould 
4>e fet againft the amount of the eftablifhed rents of lahds fo ceiled* You are then fcO 
obtain the amount revenue of all Jagheers, Talooks, charitable and religious 'dona- 
tions ; and inform yourfelf whether they bear any part, and what proportion, of this 
burthen; in order that a comparative view may be drawn of the partiality of - thefe 
■ cefles, and what proportion they bear to the laftds and revenues of die whole pro- 
rvinee. ■ ■ > 

The number, diftribution, and pay of Drogahs, Cutwalls, and Pykes are next* 
Their maintainance arifes from lands fet apart for their ufe, but they are known fre- 
quently to exa& articles of provifion and other things from the Ryots, and poflefs tqo 
.great a latitude over the property and perfons of the poor. 

■• You muft call upon the Zemeendar for a lift of thefe Pykes and their ftations, and 
enquire how far they anfwer the purpofes of their inftitution, or have been multiplied 
wit&tout caufe. You fhould endeavour to point out another and better method ,of 
providing for and rcftri&ing them in their duty; an eftablifhed allowance, or fome- 
thing which may be determinate, and not tend to the exercife of any power b^yoad 
: that of their duty, would be mod fuitable ; and, oil this plan, I recommend it to 
,-yott to reform them. 

: - A lift of all Gauts and public markets is alfb to be procured from the Zemeen&r* 
vtogether with a lift of the fiftabtifhed duties ordered to bcoolla&ed aceach, ...Tfeis 
■j....> Gga * being 
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#h^ty>nWo ttaSr ' ^<ltt& J fch# ^aMdum^- on Hft e - 1 fy6*i %fe ; Aecdfiiry to feffeCbJrfnfo 
Pfcrfitafc fliould ba tiffed ! toy ;wb6 can prodfto^the ttaflft attiottntof gacxk theyltafe 
A€tt(llVes paffed ^ttWOa^ibrlftarltev arid t&fcMtt tie* 1 Aev, httve paid/ a» w-cMskt 
fofhg accounts given in: by ^he-D^gaiii 1 ahd<otM^' :i: AtM*hd'ttiar^^ 
fitiiated on the bOfders of the province^ ihdCikl t bo jcteptf an' >ltt<^raife\ account ofla*$ 
Exports and imports, fpecifyingthe attwunt, ftfirttfeeiW^alwlq^atity pf *ach artielev ^d* 
the duties upon each ; that the proportion which the exports bear to-the imports Tttaji 
be eftimated, and a juft opinion formed what affiftance the province may need fivAn, 
and in what degree; it can contribute to, thtffuppljr erf its Aeighboijrsj tod tije purpoftt 
of commerce. •* ; -■'■-' ..• .■ .- : ■"■,•: '^:i ■ .. ;•- ■ , ./r:.r r-x 

Havitig, by thefe means, obtained in actxnirtt Of allipubKe and private collections 
and impositions on the Ryot and trader, ; you will hayd a- fet of materials in your hands* 
from which you may venture to form a real Huftabood ; to contain the quantity, 
productions, and rent of all cultivated lands under government ; and likewife the 
quantity, produftions, and value of all Jaghecrs, Talooks, charitable and religious 
donations ; which you will draw up according to the form * accompanying, and 
tranfmit to me, with fuch annexed remarks, obfervations, and ptfoporfah of yougowty 
as you may jucjge important and conducive to the improvement of the lands, thf ton* 
tent of the Ryot, the extenfion and relief of trade, the increafe and encouragement* 
of any ufefui manufacture or production of the foil, and to the general benefit and 
happinefe of the province in every confideration and point of view. v- 

* One thing more remains for me to add, which is, that, at the expiration of eretjr 
year, the accounts of the province are to be clofed, and that a feparate and early ftate 
of balances be made up, noting the caufes of their being incurred, snd tranfbrit the 
feme to Murfhed-abad ; and you are not tofuffer the accounts of one year in any 
point to interfere or be blended with thofe of another. . - ■■•■*$ 
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\ ihall now deliver my opinion on the means of perfecting (uch of thofe pomes 
under this head as are likely to give you moft trouble. The enquiry which I havfl 
recommended to be fet on foot into the amount of the manufactures, and the oun>> 
ber of manufacturers employed in each branch, fhould be opened by requiring from 
the collector, or head man of each diitriCt, a lift of thofe who refide therein, wish 
their refpeCtive employments. That the eftimate of the flock of labour may be^ 
clear and perfeCt as poffible, you may employ the following checks and collateral 
arguments z it is only the finer fort of cloth, ulcd in the general run of commerce, 
that cofts twelve days in the loom ; the aflbrtments which come to about five rupee;, 
per piece, require only eight days ; yet as I allow an extra time for the manufacturer 
to go to market and purchafe new thread and implements, before he can renew his 
work, I therefore, for the greater precifion, fet down the .whole expence of time? at 
twelve days. ; 4 .--r.i 

Suppoiing, then, a manufacturer can furnifti one piece of cloth, of the iize :oF 
twenty-four cubits by. two, and of the value of five rupees, in the (pace of -tweiv$ 
days ; you may proceed to calculate what any number of hands, in any given fpace 
of time, ought to perform by the fame rule. .'*'■■, i 

A fecond check on this eftimate will be the account of exports, after making Ja 
reafonablc allowance for home confumption ; and as to the collector or Zemeendar's 
rc]>ort of the number and employments of; the manufacturers in his diftiidt, it rati he 

fufficient 
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fcfi&ent, lp apply :**cf)rtibe> DclWl, Pycaft, oritofcer*, without whoa*: foappce .afcjf 
8UUN&3?vrers deal, for their number, which will ferve gs : a fgrthjer and collateral • 
check to the fbrraav, In yourprogrefs towards ap abolition of fccret emoluments and 
abufes in trade, you are to oonfider that an open aod public enquiry , would in out?; 
cafes,- as in the revenues, -multiply difficulties, if not totally defeat, the end of your 
labours. To proceed witHnany, hopes of arriving ati the truth, you muft emplpy^ 
perfba whamay be quite *& ftrpgger! tx> the agents zni their tiade, to engage a fecond, 
and he a third, to purckafe 'atj:tfreeftablHhed markets, as for his own ufe, famples of 

different articles of trade.; <;<■•.;.« 1. -. : * ■ 

Others fhould be employed in the fame manner, and with the fame caution, tQ 
obtain a fight or copies of fuch adj^ments of accounts as have paffed between the 
firft manufacturer and the purchaser/ whether Pycar, Dellol, or merchant. Tbefc 
accounts, if authentic, will difdofq^toe firft cod, and the private purchafes above re- 
comniended avUI fliew the market prittff which,, kt againft the agents accounts, will 
clearly denominate whether the fair ind juft value has. been paid for the goods, and 
and what are the exprefs advantages accruing to the agent and his accomplices. 
Nu^zer-annas, .brokerage, difcount on rupees, intereii on advances, fines for non-com- 
J>Hance with teems: of 'contract, are the chief; and all are deducted after an apparent 
and nominal *iate jof'pwrket price has been previoufly fixed to the goods. When 
thefe-giins^accluipeabyithePycars, Dellols, and agents, from the multiplicity of taxes 
on the manufa^twer^ . which have been laid on by.collufion, and removed from our 
eyes by distance ^nd eftrangement, induftrioufly brought about between us and him, 
are, in the above manner, fevcraUy detected and aholifhed ; you are to adopt thefe 
measures forthe introdudtion of fair dealing, and the diflblution of clandeftine com* 
pads of particular fets of men, formed to rob the manufacturer of his due, .and to 
acouBKttate to thcmfelves and their dependents, what ought to be free and beneficial 
^mlk Ufe every means, and hold up every inducement to the manufacturer* td 
bring his goods to public market, and to make his bargain openly and diredtly him* 
felf. Order daily regifters of the amount, quality, and price of goods fold, and of 
the prices of goods for which advances have been made ; and allow no goods to be 
taken away from the market until they have been regiftered, under a penalty of a 
dbubfie ;dutV, or Something of that kind. Let it be your conftant employment 1 to 
make thefe'principles and maxims univerfally undcrftood and adopted by all colledtort, 
Zem£endars, and every public agent ; that commerce and agriculture mutually affift 
each other, and thrive from the fame caufes. That as the freedom of the one be- 
c&mes better eftablifhed and the diffusions more general, the advantages of the othea? 
tfill be-prdportioriable. ■■:■.•■;?■ 

"» The Ryot will, confequently y find the demand for his labour more extenfive, antf 
his fituatidn made eaficr. and* happier by the additional flow of money into the prd* 
vihee*. 

' ■ The Adminift ration of Juflua " ' 

^ ■...».. ■ • • 

•: The inffance where venal,, ignorant, and rapacious judges avail themfclves of a 
Grude and mercenary fyftem of laws, of the prevalence of licentioufncls, and the 
force, of / reigning habits and cuftoms, have been already mentioned. I can only re- 
peat, that it is your part to endeavour to reform all thefe corruptions which have en- 
eroached on the primitive rights of both the Mahomedaiis and Hindoos ; particularly 
by abolishing the arbitrary impofition of fines> and recommending all in your powep 
the m6re^quitable method of arbitration. 

- The officers of jtiftice and Kazzies, who arccftabliihed. by the. Mahomeddn ' l&w, 
as aHb the-Bniniins, who. adminiiier juftice. among the. Hindoos*,, in. .-every : villager 
.**/»;.■••■..•" town,. 
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ttjwxv and qu att&r* ^fliouW alT 'be . fiitnmorifcd to appear, product their Siinnuds, or 
authority for a&ing* aftd Tegifter them. Records, of whatever cafes are heard mhcL 
determined, are to be ferit 'to bnd-4eg#&tsd in the Sudder Cutcherry of the province, 1 
ind a monthly return thereof fdrwatded to Murfhed-abad. 

■ The regitter of Sunnuds is ifttended to deter any from exercifing a judicial, lie- - 
taufe lucrative fun6tibfi, Who itikf not be legally appointed by government, if a 
Mahomedan, or fairly elefted by his caft, if a Hindoo* And the depbfiting of all 
Cafes and detefminations > added to the other regulation, will figure to the feveral 
officers a vigorous and obfervant power, watching all their adtions, and, in cafe of 
. fcbufe$j direft you at once to the culpable, 

.The peculiar punifhment of forfeiting cafts, to which Afe Hindoos are liable, is 
dften inflided from private pique aftd perfonal rcfentment amongft themfelves ; and 
requires to be reftrained to thofe occafions only where there may be a regular procefs*. 
and clear proofs of the offence before the B'ramins, who are their natural judges* 
But when any man has naturally forfeited his caft, you are to obferve that he cannot 
be reftored to it, without the fan&Son 6f government ; which was a political fupre- 
macy refcrved to themfelves by the Mahomcdans, and which, as it publicly aflerts 
the fubordination of Hindoos, who are fo confiderable a majority of fubjc&s, ought 
not to be laid down ; though every indulgence and privilege of caft flionl J be other- 
wife allowed therrt. 

Having now fpoken to all points which at prefent occur, and are looked for from 
your appointment, I fhall here fubjoin fome remarks on the- importance of the objeft, 
"and your own conduft in the purfiiit of it. 

Your commifiion entrufts you with thefuperintendance and charge of a province, 
-whofe rife and fall muft confiderably affeft the public welfare of the whole. The ex- 
ploring and eradicating numberlefs oppreffions which are as grievous to the poor «$' 
they are injurious to the government ; the difplaying of thofe national principles of 
♦honour, faith, reditude, and humanity, which fhould ever chara&erife the name <*f 
an Englifhman ; the impreffing the loweft individual with thefe ideas, and raifing th* 
heart of the Ryot from oppreffion and defpondency to fecurity and joy, are the Va- 
luable benefits which muft refult to our nation from a prudent and wife behaviour on 
your part. Verfed as you are in the language, depend on none, where you yourfelf 
Can poflibly hear and determine. Let accefs to you be eafy, and be careful of the 
conduft of your dependents. Aim at no undue influence yourfclf, and check it in 
all others. Great fharc of integrity, difintereftednefs, affiduity, and watchfulnefs is 
necefiary, not only for your own guidance, but as an example to all others ; for 
vouradivity and advice will be in vain, unlefs confirmed by example. Carefully 
avoid all intcrefted views by commerce, or otherwife, in the province, whilft on this 
fervicc ; for, though ever fo fair and honeft, it will awaken the attention of the de- 
signing, double the labour of developing ftratagems, and of removing burthens and 
discouragements with which the commerce of the country in general has been loaded. 
You have before you a large field to eftablifh both a national and private charter ; 
lofe not the opportunity, which is to be temporary only, for your whole proceedings 
will be quickly revifed ; a teft which the board conficlcr due to themfelves, as a con- 
firmation of the propriety of their choice ; to you, as an aft of juftice to your con- 
duct ; and to the public, for the fecurity of its intcrefts. As the extent and import- 
ance of your truft are great, fo in proportion will be the approbation or cenfure, 
arifing from your good or ill condudt in it, be attended with unufual diftindfron or 
particular fevcrity. Sentiments which I convoy to you, to fhew the degree pf confi- 
dence the Board repofe in your integrity and abilities ; but by which I mean not the 
jremoteft fufpicion, cidier in them or myfelf, of your difappoiritirig their expe&arions. 

You 
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You are to be careful to acquaint me,, or the refidept at the Durbar for the time 
feeing, With every' material eircumftance worthy of remark ;; your cbirefpcfndence 
muft, confequently, be regplarly and clofely kept up j and yort are to follow all fuch 
farther orders as I may judge neceffary to, fend you. 

I wifh you fuccefi ia this undertaking;, and am^ 

Sir, Your mod obedieiit huinble fervant. 

Selcfi Cdmmit tee's refolutions thereon. 

Fort WHKim, Auguft i6 9 17*9. 

It is tfnanimoufly agreed to Fay the foregoing obfervations, and fentiments of ^the 
Committee, before the Prefident and Council, in order for their being carried into 
execution with all convenient expedition^ 

"flie letter of inftrudions, which the Prefident has framed and laid before us, for 
the guidance of the future fupra-vifors,. being drawn up with fo much clearnefs and 
pjecifion, and with an equal knowledge of the fubjeft, that the Committee cannot 
fuffer it to be recorded, without recording, alfo, their unanimous approbation of it; 



Onthe GOLD COINAGE. 

No. 137. 
Extratf of Fort William Confult at ions > dated 'June *d % 1766. 

Mr. Campbell, the affay-mafter, being called before the Board, reads the regula- 
tions propofed by the Committee for eftablifhing a gold coinage. Whereupon they 
obferve it is propofed, that the par of exchange between the new gold mohur and the 
fiber ficca rupee fliall for the prefent be eftimated at the rate of fifteen to one, which 
they think too confiderable a profit for the merchants and proprietors for bringing their 
-gold to the mint, and are of opinion, that the proportion of fourteen to one, which will 
yield a premium above the par of filver about eight per cent, will be a fufficient encou- 
ragement to them for that purpofe. The afiay-mafter being thereupon directed to 
make the faid alteration, drgefts the whole into the form of a letter, which is ordered 
to be entered hereafter. The other part of the regulations pointed out by the Com- 
mittee being entirely approved, — 

Ordered, that the faid regulations be communicated to the refident at the Durbar, 
with directions to put them into execution as foon as poflible,and that public notice be 
alfo given at this Prefidency for that purpofe* 

"To William Brigbtwell Sumner > Efj. 6?r. Council of Fort William. 
Gentlemen, 
In obedienee to your commands, I have now the honour to lay before you the plan 
adopted by the Scledt Committee, and approved by the minifters, for eftabliihing a 
gold currency to obviate the fcarcity of money which fo large an annual exportation of 
bullion to China muft neccffarily produce. The fcheme hath already been intimated to 
the' honourable Court of Directors, not as an effedtual remedy, but as a palliative, 
which will obftrudt the progrefsof the evil, until a more radical cure be difcovered. 

To give fuch encouragement to the importation of foreign gold, and advantages to 
the natives wha hoard up and fecrete this' metal, as might induce them to apply their 
nfelefs treasures to the public benefit, were the great obje&s of the .Committee. The dif- 
ficulty lay infixing upon fiich a rate of exchange as ihouldanfwer.thc intention, of bring- 
ing 
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ing gold to the treafury, without reducing iil ver below that natural value which it bears 
in moft kingdoms in Europe, finoe this circurnftance might be proclu&ive of inconve- 
niences at home. Gold being merely a merchandize in Bengal, and the quantity of it 
already contained in the country very uncertain, it was thought proper to make the 
mean rate of exchange in Europe the principle upon which the following regulations 
for a gojd currency are "calculated* 

i. That the gold mohurs ihall be (truck bearing the fame impreflion with the pre- 
fent Murfhed-abad ficca, and that this mohur ihall alfo T>e iffued ui the fubdivifions qf 
halves, quarters, and eighths. 

2. That the new coin ihall be of the finenefs of twenty carats, or .it Ihall contain 
one-fixth part of an alloy, which reduces it to Rs. 16:9:4 per Cent; below 
the value of pure gold, to 14 : 7:7 below the mean fincnefs of the Sicca and 
DehJy mohurs, and to 8 : 2 : 2 one-third beneath the ftandard of the prefent 
Arcot gold mohurs. The rcafons for fixing upon this ftandard are, that it is 
deemed the moft convenient for allowing the propofed encouragement to the mer- 
chants and the proprietors of gold, and likewife for avoiding the great delay and ex- 
pence of refining in a country where the procefs is not underftood, and the materials for 
conducing it are obtained with difficulty. 

3. That the gold mohur ihall be encreafed from fifteen annas, the prefent actual 
weight, to fixteen annas, the better to avoid, the inconvenience of fractional numbers 
in the (ubdivifional parts and the exchange. 

4. That the par of exchange between the gold mohurs and the filver Sicca rupee 
ihall for the prefcnt be cfticnatcd at the rate of fourteen to one, reckoning upon the 
intrmfic *■ value of either. Thus, a gold mohur weighing fixteen annas ihall be deemed 
equivalent to fourteen ficca rupees. 

You will perceive, gentlemen, that a difcount of one in fifteen, or 6 : 10 : 8 per 
Cent, is now made on the exchange propofed by the Committee, in order to obviate 
the very reafonable objection which the Board made to the exorbitant profits affigned 
toi.he merchants and proprietors. 

5. That the filver Sicca rupee ihall not be lefs than the ftandard of xi oz. 15 dwt. 
or 13 dwt. better than Englifh ftandard, whence will arife 

A profit to the merchant of gold - 3 per Cent. 
A batta on the gold mohur - - - 3 ditto. 
A charge of coinage and duties - - 2 ditto. 

8 per Cent. 

which increafed value is calculated from the generals-received exchange of gold and 
iilver, and not upon the market-price of gold, which fluctuates daily. 

6. That all payments, whether of a public or a private nature, ihall be made at the 
cftabliihcd barta, and every attempt to create an artificial batta, or exchange, ihall be 
iL/'.»rou!!v puniihed. 

7. Thi»t a tender of payment, cither public or private, ihall in future be equally 
a .did in gold and filver, and that a refufal of the eftablifhed gold currency ihall incur 
luch punifhment as this Board may think proper to infiidt. 

8. That public notice ihall be given to all Zemeendars, collectors of the revenue, and 
others, tha: the collections may be made indifcriminately in gold and in filver, the 

* Thi* word ; nirrjsc has been fubftituted in the place of numitary ; but as intrinjit appears in the copy 
at the India houfe, J have not ventured to correct the error. That the fenfe requires r.umrctj is evi- 
dent from the preceding regulations (rated in the letter, by which it appears that the gold Mohur con- 
tains more pun geld, than the Sicca rupee con tains purtfil<vtr\ yet are they numerically exchanged as one 
tO'fourtren. The fecond paragraph of the letter, moreover, has thefe words : " It was thought proper 
* k to make the mean rati of exchange in Eur oft the principle, upon which the Jhllo wing regulations for a 
9t gold currency art calculated," 

former 
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*fo^e^ tfl he. repfiyad .at ^ aypt and tfeafury, at the ratenropQfed in the ,2d article; 
'tqat is' the Sicca and'fiehly mbburs to be reckoned with an alloy of 14 : 7 : j per 
Cent, and the Aroot mohurj with* an alloy of 8 :. a : 24, which win produce, agree- 
ably to the principle of exchange laid down, the advantage propofed in article the 5th. 
Tbefe, gentlemen, are the regulations proposed by the right honourable the Pre- 
fident, and the members of the SelecT: Committee ; upon which I fhall beg your f er- 
nuffion to offer the following remarks. .<....- 

The eftablifhirig a gold . currericjf in the country appears to me the only practica- 

'ble method of aboliming that' pernicious fyftem of reducing the Batta on Sicca ru- 
pees annually. There being now a fixed ftandard of value for filver, that metal muft 

, in time ne'eenarily fettle at' rae prectfe point which determines the proportion it bears 

.to gold. Neither will the fcarcity of any fpecies of rupees affect the Batta, fines 

v tKe gold currency will always afford the means of payment without lofs by the ex- 
change. The Batta of the Mohur being invariable, will foon render that of the filver 
invariable alfo ; or elfe the principle' of exchange will be deftroyed, and of confe- 
quence the profit to the merchant will become precarious. This effeft I think miiil 
neceffarily flow from the full eftablifhment of a gold currency ; and were there no 
other advantage attending it than reducing to a fixed determinate value the great 
variety of coins with which bufinefs is diffracted in this country, that alone would be 

, well worth the experiment. 

It will be abfolutely necerliry that the utrnoft care be taken to prevent any debafe- 
ment of the fixed ftandard of the gold Mohur, which is already rated fo high in the 

' exchange. I mould myfelf apprehend that a fraud of fuch dangerous tendency to 
the public credit fhould be punifhed with death ; and as the Englifh laws will not 

' authorize fo rigorous a punifhment, except for the adulteration of the current coin of 
Great Britain, that the laws of the country mould take place. Your refolution on 

'this head fhould be publifhed in the mint at Murfhed-abad ; and as a farther check 
■on the coiners, the refident might "be required occasionally to fend down fpecimens 

'•of the money to be affayed in Calcutta. 

I fliould likewife imagine that fevere penalties fhould be annexed to the fecreting, 
defacing, clipping, or melting down the new coinage ; and that the fame, together 
with the punifhment to be innifted on every attempt to vary the Batta, or obftru& 
the currency, fhould be promulgated in every diftricr. of the Nabob's dominions. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, June a, 176*. 

,. (Signed) ALEX. CAMPBELL, 

t . No * I 3 6 - 

'Extract of Tort William Confultations, dated the 20th March, 1769. 

ttcad the following letter from the European merchants and principal inhabitants 

of 'Calcutta ; alfo, a petition from the Armenian merchants, and a letter from the 

, Mayor's Court ; fetting forth the great difficulties and diftreffes to which thetnfelves, 

' and the, inhabitants in general, are reduced, from the increafing fcarcity of fpecie, 

and e'arheftly rtqucfting the affiftahce of the Board for a relief from the ruinous evil. 
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A. 
To the Honourable Htirty Vtrtlft* S£c* fcfr. 

GENTLEMEN, 

• The univerfal diHrcfs of the fettfementr at prefect for fpecie, wHl, we hope, excuftr 
our troubling you with this addrefs, requesting in our names, and thofe of the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta in general, the afliftanee of your government aftd authority to* 
remedy this evil, which grows every day more feverely felt by every merchant in 2$eqgaL 

We are h%hly fenfiWe of your care and attention to the welfare 6f th6 nihabit- 
ants, from your late orders regarding the gold Mohuts ; arid flatter ourfetvfcs that 
this application, as it equally merits, will equally meet with your regard. 

Before the gold Mohufs were called in, the Shroffs had fo far taken the advantage 
of the neceffity of individuals, that they had made the changing df money, ffofri a 
bare livelihood, to a moft advantageous trade to theihfelves, and a diftrefsful tai upon 
every man who wanted money beyond the bounds of Calcutta; yfet, at that very 
time, any fum mi^ht have been had in filver, by paying a high preftiium to thofe 
people who had it in their pofleffion. From this we are led to Believe, that there is- 
1H11 fpecie fufficient for the trade of Bengal,, though perhaps not enough to- arifwer 
the currency of this extenfive town ; and that if any method could be tallfenupon to 
keep the Shroffs to their propher fphere, and prevent their takitlg advantage of the 
neceflities of thofe who carry on trade to the Aurungs, a gold coin might (till be 
made a convenient and ufeful currency for this fettlement, though not for the trade 
of Bengal in general ; whereas at prefent the diftrefs is fo great, that evefy merchant 
in Calcutta is in danger of becoming bankrupt, or running a rifle of ruin by at- 
tachments on his goods, which wouM not fell for half their value, it being hiipoffible 
to raife a large fum at any premium on bond. 

As many of us have feverely felt the late inconvenifences, vte have often reflected: 
on the various methods by which it appeared to us pofllble to- remedy them, and we 
hope yon will excufe our fubjoining one for your, fupcrior judgment, which appears- 
to us moll reafonable ; that is, to coin Mohurs,. half Mohurs, and quarter Mohurs,. 
equal in value and ftandard to thofe commonly called Dehly ; forbidding,, by your 
authority, any Shroff, under pain of fevere fine and imprifonment,. to txetSt more- 
than one per Cent* for exchanging s them into filver> for the purpofes of merchants- 
trading out of Calcutta; with which allowance we are porluadcd they will' become- 
fatisfied in the courfe of a few months ; . fince, before there was any gold coin fuffi- 
cient in Calcutta,, they fubfifted by exchanging Sicca rupees into Arcotts, Sannauts*, 
&c. for the Aurung trade ; and we do not- remember the exchange ever exceeded twon 
per Cent- and was in general only from t to t P er Cent. Praying your pardon fo*s 
this long trefpafs. on your patience, . we beg. leave to fubferibe. ourfelvcs . witfc ; the ut-^ 
moft refpedt,.. 

Gentlemen^ Your moft' obedient and' moft' humble fervants,^ 

CORN. GOODWIN, E. STEPHENSON, SAM, MIDDLETON^ 

JOHN BATHOE, KIER, REED,.CATOR„ JAMES. ELLIS, 

HUGH INGLIS, a*d Co. HENRY GRANT, 

R. HUNTER, R. SAUNDERSON,, JOHN PETRIE,. 

J* ATCHINSON, WILLIAM 1 MAGEE,. JAMES LIS^J&R, 

JAMES FRAZER, RUSSEL SKINNER, NATH. MIDDLETONy 

JOSEPH JEKYLL, JOHN ROBINSON, JOSEPH PRICE, 

HUGH BAILLIE,, FRANCIS DOUGLAS,. DANIEL HOISSARD* 

W. BARTON, H. COTTRELL, PAGE KEBLE, 

JLOBT. DOBINSON, W. HARWOOD, 

ALEX. MURRAY* DAN. CAMPBELL* 
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To the Honourable Harry Vere]ft % Efq. t$c. &c. 

The humble Petition of the Armenian Merchant* fettled in Calcutta, 

Sheweth, * ' . 

That the fcarcity of coin how felt in this capital, amongft the many intolerable 
evils arifing from it, affcfts every individual to that degree, that the beft houfes, with 
magazines full of goods,, are diftrefled for daily provjfions, and that not only a ge- 
neral ban k^uptcy is to be feared, likely to involve every foul in the fettlcment, but a 
real famine in 'the midft of wealth and plenty. That to prevent thofe evils front 
coming to a - deftrudtive crifis, your petitioners, prompted by that wal incumbent 
upon them, as ancient Britilh fubjedts, and by their own heart-felt diftrefles, humbly 
beg leave tp fubmit to your wifdom how far an immediate coinage of Mohurs, with 
all their divifions and fubdivifipns vo one Anna, fixteen Siccas value of pure gold, to 
be lawfully tendered in payment univerfally all over thefe Britifli dominions, and ad- 
mitted at the treafury of both* capitals, might be an adequate means toward off the 
impending ruin; fince any coin whatever is better than no <;oin at all ; a ineafure 
brought on by the artificial fctfrcity of filver coin, ftrongly pointed out by the com- 
binations evidently entered upon by the bankers, and warranted by the large quan- 
tity of gold lately imported into this place : a meafure for the redtitude of which 
your petitioners can account to their own conferences, and in the fupport whereof 
they hereby beg leave to pledge their good faith and honour. Your petitioners 
humbly hope, honourable Sir and Sirs, that your . goodnefs will take the. premifes 
into consideration, or give, them whatever relief your wifdom fhall think fit. 

, And your petitioner^, bound in gratitude and duty, Ihall ever pray, &c. 

To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efy. Prefident, &c. Council at Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The honourable, the Mayor's court of the town of Calcutta, beg leave torepre* 
lent, that in the practice of their court they have for fome time paft obferved the 
growth of . an evil, which has daily increafcd, infomuch that the offerings of manjk 
will thereby become intolerable; unlefs a fpeedy relief be afforded them. The evil 
of which they fpeaky is the very great decreafe of fpecie, fo that there remains not 
fufficient for the occafions and intercourfe of commerce, and fcarceiy for the private 
ceconomy of the inhabitants of Calcutta. It is felt by ail ranks of people in the 
lofs of credit and confidence ; the fair and honeft dealer is every day profecuted to 
judgment in their court without remedy, from the impoffibility of obtaining payment 
from his debtors, to fatisfy the claim of his creditors, but by a courfe of law. He 
is thus urged by his neceflity to involve himfelf in expenfive fuits; he is .forced to 
defend, in order to gain time, though fenfible of the juftnefs, and defirous to pay 
the demand ; and he is drove to a hafty pfofecution, in hopes to recover, before 
judgment pafleth againft himfelf, though fully convinced, of his debtor's willingncA 
to pay as foon as he is able ; his fijbftance is in this manner wafted, and the diftrefs 
which follows too obvious and moving to need defcriptioa. 

They are unable to exprefs what they feel in the difcharge of their duty; but the 

daily inftances of the melancholly confequences of this calamity, call upon them td 

lay this faithful reprefentation before you. in fiill confidence, frorti the experienced 

tendernefs and zeal for the public prosperity and welfare* which has fo partieutady 

, > Hh 2 diftin- 



• 
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4i{Unguilhcd your adttiMfttkfion, of foch cfledual remedy as- in J your Wtfddto you^ 
jQiall judge mqft meet. 

By order of the honourable, the Mayor's Court, 

Town Hall, Calcutta, March 14, 1769. 

JOHN HOLME, Rcgifterv. 



The Board being fully fenfible, from daily obfervation and experience, of the truth 
of the fadts alledged in thefe letters and petition, and convinced of the fatal confe- 
quences, which mull fpeedily and unavoidably accrue from them to the Company's 
affairs both at home and in India, 

Refolved, We immediately take this affair into confideration, and endeavour, as 
far as poffible, to find out fome fafe, or at leaft temporary remedy, for this growing 
evil, till the orders of the honourable the Court of Directors fhall enable us to re-* 
move it entirely. Upon a ftriQ: and impartial enquiry, we find that this fcarcity o£ 
fpecie, fo feverely felt by the merchants here, is not an accidental or fi<Stitiaus one, 
iy>r confined to Calcutta alone, but that the fame indigence is fpread ova: the whole 
country, fo that the minifters have made no fecret of tneir apgrehenfions, that either 
the revenues muft fall fhort, or be colledtejd in . kind, from a wan* of a fufiicient . cur- 
rency for fales and purchases. We can expert no relief in this,, from any fums-. 
brought into the country, for the putpofe of trade inland, becaufe all the commerce* 
formerly to the north-weft and weftward by Guz^erat, Gafhmeree, Mogul mer-* 
chants, &c. is now.precluded by the vaft increafe of our own and foreign inveftments* 
whofe advance we fee with concern, but where the ftridtnefs of the Company's orders 
will not permit us to interfere, though ever fo indireftiy. We can expefit no filver 
from home, and a mere trifle from the foreign companies. The French treafury has - 
been amply fypplied thi$ year by bills for above twenty lacks. on this fetdement irom > 
England, befides vaft fums paid into their cafh by individuals. The Dutch imports 
of bullion have, for feveral years paft, not exceeded eight or ten lacks -per annum, 
and the Danes bring not in above two fecks more. The country's, diftrefs muft alfo 
yearly encreafe. Its whole revenues are diverted into our treafury, and* only the funis 
neceffary for the inveftment, and our current expences, return again into the channel 
of circulation* The difference, therefore, between the amount of the revenues, and 
the fumof the inveftment. and difburfements, is an annual lofs to the currency, and 
muft, in the end, fwallow up the whole, unlefs. a proportional import of fpecie is 
made, or till the aggregate of the inveftment and difburfements fhall become equal ; 
to the whole revenues* This will explain the unavoidable increafe of poverty in the 
country ; and as the treafury is- a continual drain upon that, fo the immenfe exports, 
to China, Madrafs, Bombay, with the King's tribute, and the expence of a brigade 
out of our provinces, will but too well account for the low ebb to which it has, in its 
turn, been reduced. If we confider the ftate of the provinces in this point of view,- 
and reflect, at the fame time, that they produce no filver or gold> fo that imports 
of both have, been, for a feries of years, very inconfiderable ; that a large propor- 
tion of .their, trqafures. were carried off by a fugitive tyrant, and that, for feveral 
years, few returns have been made to exports in general, and trade rendered a kind 
of monopoly in the hands of a few, we fhall rather be furprized how the country 
has fupported itfelf fo long under fuch.exhaufting circumftances, than at the rapid 
jgrcgrefe pf.. general penury, v . 

The 
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The Board having, duly and maturely weighed thisj matter^ and. having 90ft, fplfed 
the principal merchants, &anyans, bankers, ana the 'mimttejs. 9f:the m^amwt^^ila 
refolve to recommend to the Nteamut, . the eftablifhing a new gold currency, 6ii*and 
according to the following rules-and reftridfcionfc. 

The Mohur to be of the ancient Dchly ftandard, to weigh feyentcen aonas Sicc$ 
weight, and to be ifliied and received in all public* and private difburfements and 
receipts whatever, at 16 Sicca rupees each Mohur. The Mohur to be fubdivided 
inta halves, quarters, eighths, and fixteenths ; fo that each fixteenth fliall be the va- 
lue of one Sicca rupee. That all gold delivered into the mint for coinage, be coined 
in the following proportions : fuppofing 100 Mohurs, 
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A number not exceeding 25 to be coined int<? 2 $. pieces*. 

Halves --- 18 ditto. - . ,\ "36" ditto. 

Quarters -.-.-- 1.8 ditto. - - ' * 72 ditto. 

Eighths - - - 18 ditto. '- - - 144 dittos- 

Sixteenths - - 21 ditto. - - 336 ditto* 

Mohurs 100 dittos - - 613 dkto. 

That for the prevention of frauds and abufes, perfons ftiould be: appointed fo iujper- 
intend on the part of the Company, (as Dewans of the Subali, and therefore pruici- 
pally concerned in the currency of the coin in thefe provinces, having the collections 
of their reyennes) the affays of all gold in the mints of Murflied-abad^ Patna, and Dao 
ca, with the governments aflay-mafter, and no coinage be iffued from either mint, but 
what has been thus jointly allayed. That no duties, either on behalf of the govern- 
ment, Company, Governor, or miht-mafter, be received, nor any charge, farther 
than a per Centage, equivalent to the a&ual expence of coinage; 

That no mint or affay-tnafter fliall Tefiife to receive any gold whatever- for coinage 
or affay,. and that every aflay-mafter fliall, when applied to "by any merchant or otherj 
affay any gold brought to him for affay j and every quantity brought fliall have the 
feal of die affay-mafter fixed on fuch parcel, and a, certificate given him under the 
afiky-mafter's hand, fpecifying the affay, that the proprietor of fuch gold may know 
at all times its real value. 

The advantages expected to be derived from this arrangement arcj. 1 

1. An increafe of currency by a fpeqies of coin upon a ftandard as near as poffible 
to the eftabliflied one of fitver, and whofe numerous fub-divifions will enable it te 
fupply the place of filver in all fmaller difburfements and receipts. 

2. That as, on a moderate computation, near twenty lacks in gold are now lying 
ufelefs in Calcutta, from the want of a fixed gold currency, and other confiderable films 
may be expe&ed in return for the Baflbrah Judda,. and other cargoes, from whence 
alone we can hope fupplies of fpecie ; the whole amount of theft will run into the 
general circulation of the currency, inftead of remaining as a mere matter of mer- 
chandize. 

3. That as a proportion of T * T of ieventeea annas of Sicca gold to one Sicca rupee, 
19, as near as poflible, to the refpe&ive value of the old ftandard, gold and filver, 
throughout the empire, its currency may fairly and juftly be every where enforced, 
nor can any combination or artifice of the bankers and Shroffs, ever make fuch a 
difference in the exchange, as in any degree to affefl: the profits and welfare of trade 
in general ; or ftiould prudence or policy hereafter prefcribe the recall of fuch a coin- 
age, { the Company will fuftain little lofs or detriment* 

Laftly, . 
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.Lgftjy, It.wil^ efl^a^^ rpqder abojtfve thc/chwrtW- p$ the fjpnch* <tf$%fu*g. r 
tKw fettlemeBt and'souhtrj* by. the large furaa in fUver .tfoey h^ve drav$a imor: tk? if/ 
treafury, in payment, for. their ..Europe, bills, by iiftrodiicing a currency n^arljf/as,. 
convenient, and on as fair a ftkndard, as. the very, fijver thsy hawfp eajrnpftly iab*>gre4 • 
to erigrofs. , 

Agreed,, That the Prefiflent be. requested. to, cot»murog&tc thif fchQRiCjtg t]ie mi- 
nifters of the governna^rit, to" defirs. their .featimfiutt thereof apd i^ it meets tjaeir 
concurrence, that -they -will enforce the fHXjpofed eftabli&ment of a gold: currency. 

•»'"«■■'•. w. ■ 

No. i37 v , 

ExIraSl of a letter from Mqhomed Reza Cawn fatting minijier to the Nabob 
<f Bengal J to tlte Prefident and Council at Fort William 5 receded on Con- 
sultations,' March z%th, 1769. " 

If orders were iffuecL for a coinage of gold^ of the Dehly finencfs in the feveral 
mints, and that it ihall be received in tfye payment of the revenue, and become cur- 
rent in the feveral factories, and in all mercantile tranfa&ions whatever, and care was 
taken to enforce thpfe cyders throughout the provinces ; bpth private and public bu- 
iincfs would be carried on without any of thofe delays and interruptions which, at 
prefent;, arife from the general fcarcity of filven 

No. 133. 

&xtraSl of a letter from Mr. Becher, rejident at the Durbar, to tlie Selevt 

Committee x dated May 5///, 1769. 

Some Mohurs of the new gold coinage were received yefterday, in part of the Poo- ■ 
Hah Kids, and the minifters will immediately iflue ftrift orders for receiving, in all 
the diftri&s, gold when offered in payment of the revenues, and hope the currency 
will be eftablifhed without difficulty. 

No. 139, 

ExtraS? of Fort William Confutations, dated May 30M, 1769. 

Received a letter from (Mr. Rumbold) the chief of Patna^ dated the 21ft rnftant, 
acquainting us that particular directions have been received from the Nabob by ;• 
Seetabroy for eftablifhing a gold coinage at Patna ; and as it is mentioned among the 
regulations that a perfon ihould be ftationed there on the part of the Company, to 
prevent any frauds in the coinage, to requeft our orders concerning it. 

No. 140. 
ExtraSi of Fort William Confutations, dated June l jth % \j§$* 

- Received a letter from the governor and Mr. Becher (at the city of Murfhed-abad) 
dated the 9th of June, advifing, that they enclofe us an account of the difference be- 
tween the three known ftandards of gold in Hindoftan, that the minifters recom- 
/ mend, and that they have acquiefced in the propriety of their remarks. That the 
tfandardof Mahomed Shah, approaching neareft to the proportional value of gold and 
filver, is therefore better adapted for the purpofe of exchange, and a general currency 
in commerce ; and that it derives an additional advantage from the refpeft and repu- 
tation in which that coin is held, and from the univerfal fatisfadtion with which it 
ias always been received ; and that, for thefe confiderations, we are induced to ap- 
prove 



A P P E *N D I ** 245 

prtve of Mahomed Shah's ftandard, in preference to the Venetian, for the prefeftt. 
curffency.' Atfd having rccervccl advice that fttohtfr* of this tfaiiifcttd hatfe been ftruck 
in the mints of Patna and Dacca, in confequence of famples transmitted from thencew 
and that they met with a ready circulation, &hich is a farther inducement to thbifi it 
their prefent rfecommendatibh thereof. 

The Board B^ing fully (Srisficd, as well from the recommehdation of the minifters,. 
as from the rebort laid befSfethem by the affay-rriafter, that the ftancfard df Mahomed* 
Shah approaches the ncareft to the proportional value between g&d aiid filver, do agree 
and refolve, that the resolutions of the 20th of March, ftiall immediately take place r . 
and that the Subordinates be advifed thereof; that the chiefs bfe dtrfc&red to appoint:, 
fome perfon on the part of the Company, to fuperintend the bufinefs of the mint, 
and fee that the regulations be properly attended to ; and that the fecretary iflue pub- 
lic adver.tifcmchts of this our reSolution,. for the informatioa of the inhabitants or tha 
town*. 

No*. 14 u 

. • .. ■ 

The following diary of the price of filver in Calcutta, exhibits undeniable proo£ 

of the advantages derived by the Shroffs, from : the prevailing Scarcity of filver* 

rupees, and obftruftion to the currency of gold Mohurs. It farther explains how ne— 

ceflary it became for the Board to adopt fome expedient for rsprefling the prefent evil,, 

relieving the inhabitants, and ifluing a gold coin which fliould be universally received 

for the* purpofes of trader k was. for this rcafon they made choice of the ftandard of. 

Mahomed Shah, which had always been held in the greateft efteem amongft the na*^ 

tives of Bengal, and was particularly defired at this time, by the united voice of the 

people,. To understand this diary, it muft be obferved, the eftablifhed Battas are as 

fpllow : 

vizi.9 Sun Siccas, being the coin ftruck that year, are 16 per Cent. 

8 Suns, the coin of the preceding year, are 13 per Cent. 

Sunats, being the third year in cdrcuidtion, are 1 1 per Cent. 

Arcots> are 8 per Cent. 

The dfcviati&n from theSe numbers expreSs tlreWe or fall of Batta, which exceft ought 
to be dedufted from the extraordinary difcount on the gold Mohurs of 1766. 

* 
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Account of the number of gold Mohurs ctineFin Bengal, hi conference offegto* 

< la t ions ejlablijhed mtffcjear 176 6.° '*. |,. 

«■ * * 

In the mint of Calcutta ' - - - : "177*87 1 ! \\ 

Patna . . . ; 15^74 

1 Murfhed-abad - - * 70,000 \ f 

* » f ■ ■ ' 

) ■«•■/ Total Moftur* - : ^3,145 

Of the above fent to Madrafs - . - 1 34,4 1 7 

Balance remaini ng in B e ng al in March 1769 - 128,7 23 
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PAPER : 8 relating to the SOCIETY for ( cariyiag on tha 

i.! SALT, &c ^racta. 
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'. oi No. 142- 



« ' 



tZxtraftjofa Letter from the Court of Directors to the Sel0 Commit tet a£ 
• . Fort William* dated, Nov. 2 if, 1 766. '* _ \ 

Par. 'ty.'.We find in the Burdwan accounts, ; the committee 6f lai)ds, and the 
Prefidentiand Council who pafled them, nevfe^ required, as ft; was their "duty to have * 
done, an ^explanation of the enormous fum p&Iedunder the head of chaVges refidency ; : 
fo that (uceeffive Governors and Councils wirikecF at this abuft. ^AndJ in the prefent 
cafe, manjk members of the Board had paflfed through the office of chief of Midna- 
pore, each trading in the corrupt fteps of his predecefibr. An^byJMr.lWatts's letter,.* 
entered on your proceedings of the 20th of January laft, ii apjtear^ thefe things 
were no fecret to the Governor and Council, nor even to the public; 

21. At the fame time that we affure Mr. Verelft of the high fehfe We entertain of- 
his upright condudt in the bringing to light thefe fraudulent practices in the province * 
of Midaapore, and adding fo greatly- to our revenue, we wou!3 jiflb fyave you aflurc 
Mr. Graham, that he fuffers no imputation on this account, and that we regard him as , 
a valuable fervant. 

22. Our letters of thefe two years paft, fufficiently tcftify "how entirely we agree 
with you in your opinion of the corruption and licentioufnefs of our fervants, the hor- 
rible abufes committed in the carrying on the inland trade, the vaft Turns extorted 
for reftitution* and for donations, the contempt and violation 6f our molt pofitive or- 
ders, and laftly, the glaring frauds known and connived at in the collection of the re- 
venues at Burdwan and Midnapore, amply juftify your opinion, that all ranks are 
tainted with it, and we readily conceive the difficulty you were under how to fill up- 
the Council. Peace and tranquility could not be faid to be fairly cftablilhed, while 
fo fa&ious ami licentious a fpirit prevailed, and you therefore did well to extend the 
conftrudtion of thofe words to an aft fi> cflentially neceffary as the calling down the 
four gentlemen from Madrafe* 

30. We 
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39. We recpmoioncl it,tQVQu to. put the .moll e:ct£itftyAConArAi£ion on* tin* powers 
\vc have veiled in you to corrqft all a]bufes, . Jt js }mpQffible foj: us to point out re- . { 
medies for malyerfations that have £>C£a. ;mtlifjrta pij}i£ard of ; * the: covenants guard ' : 
againft donations ; the 19 th' paragraph to you of the 1 jtl£ May lad, forbids .the hold- j 



protection, fhall hold any poll,* office, or employment,;; .under any country power ; 
whatfoever. 

36. We have the pleafure to affure you wc highly approve your condudt in general, 
and we moft carncilly entreat you to perrevere in the fame zealous attention to our 
interefb . -• . \ . r t ;'> \ — » _ .. -v\. 1 \/\ "..'.'. 

No." 143. ..... 

\ » v k . 

. . Extraff of Fort WUliam Goiifult athqs$\ dated. Sttytttnhet \\4>thi 1765- ■ f 




beetle 

proprietors ^ ^ _ 

to be renewed every feafoq as long as It.uwyiieagJ^pablc to-th^^Honoupable^ompaay,; 

that this plan* (hould fubfift. \ ■ ". , j> .. '. ; .ji 

tfo'tbe Right Honourable LortCtive>Prifident4nd y Gov&ffl ifrtllfam^ 

MY LORD AND GENTLE^pN, ... ; •• . > ' 1% •. ••,_:' :/' ^.. '»•} J). ■ .-; :■;■/* 

In confequeiv:e of the plan whjch you havebegu ^leafed to.entruft to our manage- 
ment, we have, for fome. ; jime. pa^,;bpea : t{ik^ofliefl&te3 for, joegjjlafitagiJthe trade im 
£alt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and Jiave ftfready; fOncjlwled confidcrablc coatriifts for 
thcpurchafeoLthe.firft.^icljE;,,,^:. . .-. ; .j- ,[,.< i; .■.:." c: ,.;... *{J;i::, x> •: ,^;-: 

Haying thus engaged, in^ the , ttqdfi, ' jnd ;9i^de &dvani(^J^itb« fcHiiet^'ajjpjoperty^ 
with a vi^w 'of* 'bcmg.a]?je p>\?rry ^t.p^agK^bie tthr}'Q*H> &M- phwr, it become*, a- 
neceffary; comfiii^ration, ..with iys, : oa behalf of &3oty>fty p for 1 /w^^^ to have 

th?m.fecped againft any innpvatiq9s x <kiring th$.fontinyancfi .oflthfitprfcfetit/.engagc-t 
ments. . The terms o£ tte purchafc- contracts m\i run for, the enfuing year's! prod vod 
of jhe fe^eraj articles, at$ ; tliq; v^rtfi wijy>e<0n^cj^ a$f9Qn after>as poffiblei, .W ; $ 
therefore requeft rt^yg^r^Qfdthip, &cfc r Cf^cU,;wll fwiwlh>vvw£h fiich a deed ifti 
writing 'as you flia-U pi^ii^^atito^ljecwe'jto ttafijdpsy tjifefrfefe audible purchafe ojfc 
.the articles.. of /fait,. bec r ?te^i#.^nfi t#^ Bengal^ 

Bahar,,ahd iOritia, from tbeiiril^paqmber ij6$£tP:tbG ji$ Auguft. ljrWy. allowing 
lufficient time to difpofe of fuch purchaic for -the feafon ; to bd renewett every feaibn 
as long as fliall be agreeable to the honourable Company,- that; this plan lhotild fub- 
fift; and, as a very great. I0G5 would arilc to,%h£ : prc^>fietprs^ ftiou 14 any alteration 
happen after the cpocertt of th^ j(eai;;is..b§gui^/aQd befor^. it is* finiihefl, tbat-aufpls 
provifion be made for the continuance and conclufion o£ fueh concerrt. ' . . ■ ' • . 
Wc are the more earned to be fatisfied in this poipt, as until we Qbtain.your foiu* 
pliance, we find we {hall not be able to eftablifti the credit of the fociety amongft the 
merchants, fo as to raife the neCefiary fund for carrying the tradef on. 

We are with refpedt, &c* 

W. B. SUMNER, H. VERELST, R. LEYCESTER, G- GRAY* 

4 m 

1 

fort William* Sept, tith, i;6j. ' . , 

Iij The 
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The fame having been perilled 1 and confidered, we are unanimous in opinion re- 
fpc&ing the propriety of paffing the tieed requefted by the fociety, and filch a one is 
accordingly ordered to be prepared by Mr. Whittal *, for the fecurity of the prefcnt 
proprietors.- 

k is agreed to apply to the Company ibr permiffion to renew the fame for the fu- 
ture concerns, if the plan meets with their approbation ; and the Committee is ad- 
vifed in anfwer accordingly, with further information, that when the prefent deed is 
prepared and executed, it malt be transmitted to them. 

No. 144. 

Extrafl of a Letter from Lord Clhe to the Court of DireStors, dated Fort 

William, September zgth, 1765. 

Par. 17. The regulation now eftabliflied for the fait trade wiH, I hope, be entirely 
to your fatisfa£tion. I at firft intended, to propofe, that the Company and their fer- 
vattts ffioiild be jointly and equally concerted- in tfoe trade itfelf: but, upon better 
confederation, I judged that plan to be tather unbecoming the dignity of the Company, 
and concluded it woyld be better, that they ftoiild' give the trade entirely to their 
fervants, and fi* J a dutyttpon'lt ibr thWnfelVeS, ecjutvalent to half the profits. This 
duty wc have computed at the rate of 35 per Cent, for the prefent ; but, t imagine, 
• it will be.ablenext year to bear an increafe. The articles of oeetle and tobacco being 
of lefs coniequence, and ; yiefdlhg rtitich left advaritage, the' duties upon them, of 
courfe, muft be lefs. For farther particulars of thefo regcilations, I beg leave to refer 
you to the Committee letter aftfrpTr&rcedihgSj as. I-vtoiiRl nbt her.e trouble you with 
the repetition Jdf a matter* which is f he**; fo fully teid before you. 

x 8. The advantages propped fo* the Governor and Council would undoubtedly 
appear extremely large to thofe who are unacquainted wifh the riches of Bengal, 
and the oumbterlefs opjxJrtunfcteS WhfclFthfe Company V fervants ha*6 of acquiring 
money. But you* who atfe n<*# pefrfeflfty informed of the revenues of thefe king- 
doms, and 1 the prodigious emoluments within the reach of gentlemen high in the 
fcrvice, will, I am ptirfftaded, agree with me, that if forrie plan of the nature propoled* 
be not adopted, the Governor and Council will not fail to acquire much largfer for- 
tunes, by other means, in a much feorte* time ; which muft always be produ&ive of 
that quick fucceffion, not ority fo detnihehfel to your 1 (Commercial intereft, butfo to- 
tally incompatible with the acquiiitkfti of pdlitical knowledge, which Ought now to 
be confidftred as a very material qualification in all ypurdvH as well as military fcr- 
vants; To obviate an obje&ion which taay arift, that they may poffibly proceed in 
the old way of procuring money, riotwithftandirig they accept of theft allowances, 1 
would have an oath tendered to them, of as ftrong and folemn a nature as can be 
penned. I have drawn out the form of one, agreeable to my idea of the expedient, 
and have the honour to enclofe it for y6ur confederation. To this may be annexed, a 
penalty bond of 1 £0,000 1. to be eieeuted by the' Governor, and 50,0091. to be 
executed by each of the Council. 

• Seech*pter IV. p. 112, note (•) it the b«toi». 
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Copy of Lord C five's Minute in Seleft Committee, dated Fort William 9 Sep- 
tember 3^ 1765, 

GENTLEMEN, '' ' ■■ ' ' v - ..-!*■.:.■;.. ■ ..; 

Sometime before my^d^rtuj^'frdm England, the Colirt of Dire&ors debated 
upon the propriety of fufferinjgtKeiJr fervahts in Bengal to trade ift the articles of fait, 
beetle, and tobacco ; and it could not be expedted they would continue to them the 
enjoyment of thofe profitable branches, urilefs means were devifed, by which the na- 
tives could no longer be opprcfied, and by which the Nabob and the Company would 
largely partake or the advantages. Upon a firm perfuafiori th&t filth means would 
be devifed, they were pleafcd to defer their final determinations of this matter, till 
the fentiments of the Seledt Committee ihould be tranfmitted to them. By all their 
letters of laft year, and by feveral of this, they ftill feemed inclined to wait for our 
reprefentations ; but by their letter of the 1 9th of February, by the Lord Camden, 
they pofitively forbid their fervants to have any concern whatever in this trade. At 
that time, indeed, they could not have had the leaft idea of the favourable changes 
in the affairs of diefe provinces, whereby the intereft of the Nabob, with rcgatd to 
fait, is no longer immediately concerned. 

When we nrft took this important matter into confideration, I joined in opinion 
with the reft of the Committee that, if the trade could be put on fuch a footing, 
that if the Nabob fliould receive more than had been received by any of his prede- 
ceflbrs, the Company be amply confidered, and the natives become purchafers upon 
terms full as rcafonable as in former times, the fervants might be indulged \h the 
privilege under fuch certain rules and rcftruftions as would make the trade carry with 
it as little as poffible the odious form of a monopoly, Thcfe points having been 
fettled, I confented to the plan laid down laft year. My abfence from the 'Prefi- 
dency, and the multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace and tran- 
quility of the provinces, the intereft of thef Company, and the honour of the na- 
tion, were more immediately concerned, prevented my paying that attention I 'could 
have wiflied to this important objedt, although by the acquifition of the Dewanny the 
whole of the duties belbng to the Company; and by the diligence and zeal of the 
members of the Committee of trade many ufeful reformations had taken place ; yet 
from my obfervation when I was laft up the country, and from the heavy complaints 
againft Europeans of the monopoly of trade in general, I find that the induftrious 
native is ftill deprived of that fhare to which he had an undoubted, and a more na- 
tural right ; nor is it yet upon that equitable footing, which juftice and humanity 
would I am fnrc incline the Committee to eftablifh. 

A few weeks more muft bring us the final refolutions of the Court of Drrcftors 
in anfwer to our djfpatches by the Admiral Stevens; and if, notwithftamling the pre- 
fent fituation of their affairs, they Ihould think proper to repeat their orders by the 
Lord Camden, it will be our duty to obey them, and I am. pcriuadesl they'ti'ill be 
obeyed by this Committee. But if, on the contrary, upon the receipt of oifr' rcprc- 
flotations, they {hould change their fentiments, and approve of the regulations al- 
ready made, no time Ihould be loll on our part in cftablifhing the mode for carrying 
on the trade in future. The confidence which the Court of Dircdtors have been 
pleafed to exprefs in my endeavours to fettle upon an equitable plan that trade which 
has been the fourccof fo many evils, cannot but promote my zeal for the cauf", and 
make me anxioufly wifh to fee every regulation, that you may jo n with me in think- 
ing neceflary, take place. 

The 
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. The Company's duties I beg leave to propofe fhall be cncreafed, the fcrvants 
flill receive a reafonable fhare of emolument, and the terms upon which the natives 
are finally to be concerned, advantageoufly fixed. I propofe — 

i. That ail fait provided by the fociety of trade fhall be ibid at Calcutta, ami at 
the other places where it is made, and no where elfe. . 

2. That the price of fait fhall not exceed 2 rupees per maund, or zoo rupees per 
1 ao maunds. 

3. That the fait fhall be fold to the natives only, who are to tranfport it to every 
part of Bengal., Bahar, and Orifla, and to have the whole profits arifing from the 
fale thereof, and that no Company's fervant, free merchant, or European, fhall be 
concerned in that article diredtly or indire&ly, after the fale of it at the above places. 

4. That the Calcutta black merchants fhall be limited to a certain proportion of 
purchafe, but that no Banyan, or fervant whatever belonging to any European, fhall 
be included, or have any concern therein. 

.5. That every endeavour be made ufe of to encourage the fubftantial merchants 
of the country, either to come down in perfon to the place where the fait is pro- 
vided, or to fend their agent?., in order to purchafe and tranfport the fait to the dif- 
ferent places of fale. 

6. That a certain price be fixed for the fale of ewry maund of fait, at every town, 
market, or village, where it is fold, according to the diflance and former cuiloiru 

7. That if fait be fold at any of the Bazars, or markets, for one Cowrie above the 
fKpulated price, the vender fhall not only forfeit all the fait then found in his pof- 
feffion, but be liable to a forfeit of 1000 rupees for every hundred maunds of fait fo 
fold, and the fait and money fo forfeited fhall go one half to the informer, and one 
half to the government. 

8. That the minifters at Murfhcd-abad and Patna have copies fent them of thefe 
■new regulations, and that they be defired to apply to the Nabob to make the fame 
known throughout the three provinces ; and that every Fouzdar, &c. fee they be put 
in execution, upon pain of being difmifled from his employments. 

9. This bufinefs being entirely commercial, I propofe that in the inftrument of 
agreement for the next year, it fhall be provided, that the fociety of trade be an- 
fwerablc to the Board for their conduct, that the Board may either make new regu- 
lations, or amend thofe made by the fociety of trade, as they fee fit; and that in cafe 
of neceflity the Scledt Committe fhall have power to controul the conchid: of the 
whole. 

10. That a duty of fifty per Cent, be paid to the Company upon all the fait pro- 
vided in their own lands, and fifty per Cent, to the government upon all the fait pro- 
vided in the lands of the government, and fifteen per Cent, upon beetle ; which du- 
ties, in faft, will be brought to the Company's credit, which, according to the pre- 
fent ftate of the fait trade, wiH produce the Company from 12 to 13 lacks, or from 
1.50,000/. to 162,500/. per annum. 

The prohibition of a free inland trade, however difagreeable to individuals, muft 
now taka place, and be confined to imports and exports, and to their immediate 
returns, which returns fhall be made only to the Prcfidency, or to one or other of the 
eftablifhed factories. The Company are fovereigns in India, and they have declared 
that the trade carried on for thefe four years pad is an ufurpation not only of their 
prerogative, but of the privileges of the natives, and repugnant to the exprefs and 
repeated orders of the Court of Directors. The indulgence, however, in the trade 
of fait, upon the footing, I hope, it will now be eftablifhcd, fhould, in my opinion, 
obviate all complaints ; fince it feems to be the moft equitable modus between the 
Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a diftribution of natural right to 

the 
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tfie people of the country. Confidering that the fete great advantages of unlimited 
inland trade are cut off, I cannot imagine that the Court of Directors will deny their 
fcrvants this fhare of benefit, as a recompence for their attention and affiftance in the 
management of the important concerns of tfiefe provinces. On the other hand, I 
would have the fervants look on thefe emoluments as a gift from the hand of their 
employers, offered to them annually in reward of their fidelity, and which will cer- 
tainly be wlth-held from them, if ever their authority ihould be refitted, and difcon~- 
tent and rapacity take place of gratitude and moderation. 

(Signed) CLIVE*. 

ExtraS r of Setelf Commute proceedings t hereon, of the fame date. 

His Lordfhip's Minute having been* read and maturely confidered, the regulations- 
therein fpecified are unanimoufly approved of. 

Agreed, therefore, that the Prefident's regulations for the inland' trade be laid be- 
fore the Council with alh convenient dHpatch,.for their approbation,, in order that the* 
neceflary inftru&ions for profecuting the joint concern for the enfuihg feafon, may 
be immediately iffued to the Committee of trade. 

Refolved, that the above concern fftali confift of fixty fliares, and that the pro- 
prietors lhall Hand enrolled with the fcveral proportions affixed to their names, itv. 
the manner -afcertained in the following fiatement : 

Class L Counfdlors^ and Colonels Smith and Sir Robert Barker, 32 fliarcs., 

Class II. Clergymen, fenior and junior merchants,, and lieutenant 1 4 ,. 

Colonels, y I *" T 

Gla35 III. Fattors, majors* and furgeons* 9 ditto* 

55 t 
Sec N. .B. below. 4 -£ 
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It appearing from the above divifion of capital flock that 4-3' fhares remain unep- 
gropriated ; Agreed,, that the fame be accounted for at a proper time. 

N. B. Xhefe fhares were.' afterwards appropriated to Mr. Bolts, and others. 




P 1 N. I; &. 



r 



